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CHAPTER FIVE 

The Fiqh of 'Umar ibn al-Khattab in 
Dealing with the Govemors 




' hen the Islamic state expanded during the caliphate of 
‘Umar, he divided the state into laige administrative sections in order 
to make it easier to mle it and to supervise its income. The conquests 
were a primary reason for ‘Umar’s development of the state’s 
institutions, including that of govemorship. 


1. The Regions of the State 

The division of the state into provmces is in some ways a 
continuation of the division into provinces at the time of Abu Bakr, 
with some changes in the govemorship posts in many cases. There 
follows a brief look at these provinees. 


1.1. Makkah al-Mukarramah 

During the period of ‘Umar the gGvemorship of Makkah 
was held by Muhraz ibn Harithah ibn Rabee‘ah ibn ‘Abd Shams. 
Then Qxmqudh ibn ‘Uma^T ibn Jad‘an at-Tameemi became ‘Umar’s 
govemor in Makkah, and his case is like those who came before him; 
there are no reports of how long he was govemor or of any events that 
occurred during his govemorship. After him, Nafi‘ ibn al-Harith al- 
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Khuza‘i became ‘Umar’s govemor m Makkah. When ‘Umar died, 
Nafi‘ was the govemor of Makkah, The sources mention some events 
that took place during his goveraorship, such as his bu^ting the house 
of Safivan ibn Umayyah with the purpose of tuming it into a prison; 
that was narrated by Bukhari.^ 

It is also narrated that Nafi‘ met ‘Umar in ‘Uslan when he 
came foT Hajj. ‘Umar asked him: “Whom have you appointed over 
the valley (meaning Makkah)?” Nafi‘ said, “Ibn Abza.” He asked, 
“Who is Ibn Abza?” He said, “One of our freed slaves.” He then 
asked, “Have you appointed a freed slave over them?” He said, “He 
is well versed in the Book of AUah and has knowledge of the laws of 
inheritance.” ‘Umar said, “Your Prophet said, ‘Allah raises some in 
status by this Book and lowers others.’”^ 

During ‘Umar’s reign, the most prominent development in this 
province was the expansion of the Haram, when ‘Umar bought some 
houses that were next to the Haram and ordered that they be 
demolished and the land incorporated into the sanctuary of the 
Mosque, around which he built a low wall. Makkah was the place 
where govemors from all parts of the Muslim world met with the 
caliph ‘TT mar ibn al-Khattab during the Hajj season, so Makkah 
played a major role as one of the most important provinces in the 
Islamic state at the time of ‘Umar (^^). 

1.2. Al-Madeenah al-Munawwarah 

The caliph was regarded as the primary govemor of 
Madeenah, because he lived there and so he was running its affairs. 


' Bukhari, Kitab al-Khusoomdt, 3/25; Bdb ar-Rabt wa al-Habs, Musnad 
Ahmad, no. 232; al-Mawsoo‘ah al-Hadeethiyah, its isnad is saheeh. 

^ Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Bulddn by ‘Abdul-‘Azeez aI-‘Uniari, 1/67. This is the= 
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When the caliph ‘Umar was absent &om Madeenah, he would 
appoint someone to take his place in mnning its affairs. Sometimes 
‘Umar would appoint Zayd ibn Thabit to look aher Madeenah 
when he travelled or went for Hajj.^ ‘Umar also appointed ‘Ali ibn 
Abi Talib in charge of Madeenah during his absence on several 
occasions.'* Thus ‘Umar followed the same policy as the Messenger 
of Allah and Abu Bakr, of appointing someone in charge of 
Madeenah during his absence. The govemorship of Madeenah held a 
particular importance in those days for a number of reasons, chief of 
which was that it was the seat of the caliph ‘Umar, the source of 
commands and instructions that went out to the various MusUm 
regions, and the starting point from which the mujdhid armies set out. 
In addition to that, it was the home of many of the Sahdbah (may 
Allah be pleased with them) whom ‘Umar prevented from spreading 
out to other regions.^ Hence many seekers of knowledge came to it, 
wanting to leam the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet (^ and 
fiqh from the lips of the Sahdbah the ms elyes (may Allah be pleased 
with them).^ 


1.3. At-Ta'if 

At-Ta’if is regarded as one of the most important Islamic cities 
at the time of ‘Umar ( 4 ^). It supplied tough fighters for the jihad 
movement. Its govemor from the time of the Messenger (^) was 
‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As, whom Abu Bakr left in place. His 


=most important reterences on this topic. I have undertaken a summary of this 
book. 

^ Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Buldan, 1/68. 

Tdreekh al-Ya‘qoobi, 2/147. 

^ Ibid, 1/157. 

® Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Bulddn, 1/68. 
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govemorship of at-Ta’if continued for two years of ‘Umar’s 
caliphate, but ‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As longed to go for jihad. He 
wrote to ‘Umar asking him for permission to go and fight, and ‘Umar 
said to him; “As for me, I will not dismiss you; rather appoint 
whomever you want (to act as govemor in your absence).” So he 
appointed a man fi:om at-Ta’if to take his place. 

‘Umar appointed ‘Uthman as govemor of Oman and Bahrain^, 
and it is narrated that when he died, ‘Umar appointed SuSiyan ibn 
‘AbduUah ath-Thaqafi^ as govemor of at-Ta’if He and ‘Umar 
exchaaged letters about taking zakah on vegetables and fixiits or 
honey.® All of that indieates that there was a great deal of agricultural 
activity in at-Ta’if at the time of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^). The city 
of at-Ta’if and its environs continued to enjoy stability at the time of 
‘Umar. It was a resort for the people of Makkah who used to go there 
during the summer.*® At-Ta^i^ is regarded as one of the major cities of 
the Islamic state at the time of ‘Umar.^^ 

1.4. Yemen 

When ‘Umar became caliph, Yemen was enjoying stabiUty 
and its affairs were taken care of by means of govemors throughout 
the region. ‘Umar approved of the govemors whom Abu Bakr had 
appointed over Yemen.^^ 


’’ Tdreekh Khaleefah ibn Khayydt, p. 134. 

® Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/239. 

® At-Td'iffee al-‘Asr al-Jdhili wa Sadr al-Isldm, by Nadia Husayn Saqr, p. 19. 
Ibid. 

Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Bulddn, 1/69. 

Ghdyat al-Amdni fee Akhbdr al-Qatr al-Yamdni, by Yahya ibn al-Husayn, 1/ 
83. 
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Ya‘la ibn Umayyah was one of Abu Bakr’s govemors in 
Yemen, and he became famous during the caliphate of ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab. The historians state that he was subsequently appointed as 
‘Umar’s govemor in Yemen and he was famous for that until ‘Umar 
died.^^ Many sources describe events which happened to the 
govemor of Yemen (Ya‘la ibn Umayyah) and some of the people of 
Yemen, as well as mentioning some cases of coinplaints th at they 
made against Ya‘la to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, which necessitated his 
summoning Ya‘la to Madeenah on several occasions to mvestigate 
these matters.’'* When Ya‘la was absent ‘Umar would sometimes 
appoint someone else to take his place. ‘Umar and Ya‘la also 
exchanged letters about some matters of zakah.’^ Ya‘la himself also 
mentioned that he was one of the govemors tium whom ‘Umar took 
half of their wealth at the end of his caliphate.’^ 

Another of ‘Umar’s govemors in Yemen was ‘Abdullah ibn 
Abi Rabee‘ah al-Makhzoomi, who was appointed over a limited area 
of Yemen, namely al-Janad, as was Stated by at-Tabari when he listed 
him as one of ‘Umar’s govemors at the tim e of his death. He is 
mentioned as ‘Umar’s govemor of al-Janad alongside Ya‘la who is 
described as the govemor of Yemen.’’ 

The people of Yemen played a major role in the conquests at 
the time of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab They participated m tiie 
conquests of Syria, Iraq and Eg)q)t.’* When the new Islamic cities in 
Iraq, such as Basra and Koofah, were laid out, many Yemeni tribes 
settlĕd there, foremost among whom was Kindah who settled in 


Tareekh at-Tabari, 2/157. 

Ghdyat al-Amdni. 1/83. 

Al-Amwdl by al-Qasim ibn Salam, p; 436. 
Tdreekh al-Ya‘qoobi, 2/157. 

TareeMi at-Tabari, 5/239. 

Al-Wildyah fee al-Bulddn, 1/71. 
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Koofah.*^ A niunber of other Yemeni tribes settled in Syria, where 
they played a major role in the conquests. And a number of them 
settled in Egypt after the foundmg of al-Fustat.^® 

Undoubtedly these organized migrations of Yemeni tribes at 
the time of ‘Umar were planned, and the govemors of Yemen played 
a major role in that planning and in dislributing the tribes among the 
yarious regions. Hence Yemen was one of the most important Islamic 
proyinces at the time of ‘Umar, and its role and inAuence in various 
other provmces are quite clear,^ 


1.5. Bahrain 

When ‘Umar became caliph al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Ha^ami was 
govemor of Bahrain, and at the beginning of his caliphate, ‘Umar 
approved him as goveraor, until 14 A.H. according to the soundest 
opinion.^^ 

Al-‘Ala’ took part in the early stages of the jihad in Persia, 
where he played a major role. Towards the end of al-‘Ala’s 
govemorship in Bahrain, ‘Umar issued a decree dismissing al-‘Ala’ 
tirom the post of govemor, and appointing him as govemor of Basra. 
Al-‘Ala’ was not happy about that, but he died before he reached 
Basra and was buried in Baluain. It was said that the reason for his 
dismissal was that he went to fight the Persians by sea without 
‘Umar’s permission, and ‘Umar did not like to send the Muslims by 
sea. After al-‘Ala’ died, ‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As was appointed as 
govemor of Bahrain, and he started to wage jihad in the neighbouring 


Al-Yemen fee Dhill al-Islam, by Dr. ‘Isam ad-Deen, p. 49. 
Putooh Misr wa Akhbdruhd by Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam, P^p. 119-123. 
Al-Wildydt ‘ala al-Bulddn, 1/71. 

“ Ibid, 1/75. 
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areas of Persia, until his conquests reached as far as al-Siud. ‘Umar 
issued orders to ‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As telling bim to cooperate witb 
tbe govemor of Basra, Abu Moosa al-Asb‘ari, in bis conquests, so 
their armies began to cooperate in attacking Persia via Basra.^^ 

‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As was weU known for his piety and his 
striet avoidaiice of hardm things. ‘Uthman was appointed as ‘Umar’s 
govemor of Ba^ain at least twice. He was appointed for the first time 
in 15 A.H., then he was needed to lead the army near Basra, so 
‘Ayyash ibn Abi Thawr was appointed as govemor of Batoin after 
‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As. It seems that his time as govemor was not 
long. Then ‘Umar appointed Qudamah ibn Madh‘oon as govemor of 
Bahrain, who was accompanied by Abu Hurayrah, who was 
appointed as a judge in Bahrain as weU as being given some other 
duties. During Qudamah’s govemorship of Bahrain, he was praised 
by the people, but at the end of his govemorship he was accused of 
drinking alcohol. After the matter was investigated, the accusation 
was proven to be trae, so ‘Umar carried out the hadd punishment on 
him. ‘Uthman ibn Madh‘oon was the matemal imcle of ‘Umar’s 
chUdren ‘AbduUah and Hafsah, and ‘Uthmmi got angry with ‘Umar 
but ‘Umar tried to reconcile with him, and he used to say: “I saw in a 
dream that someone came to me and said, ‘Go and reconcile with 
Qudamah, for he is your brother. ’ ” And it was said that his dismissal 
of Oudamah from the post of govemor of Batoin took place in 20 
A.H. After that, the weU-known Abu Hurayrah (.^) was 

appointed as govemor of Bahrain. He had undertaken some other 
duties in Bahrain during the govemorship of Qudamah ibn 
Ma&‘oon, and he was one of the witnesses who had testified against 
Qudamah regarding his drinking. ‘Umar issued a decree appointing 


Op. cit, 1/73. 
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Abu Hurayrah as govemor of Batoain ailer he dismissed Qudamah.^^ 
After that, ‘Umar appointed ‘Uthman ibn Abi al-‘As ath-Thaqafi as 
govemor of Batoin once again, and he remained its govemor imtil 
‘Umar died.^^ 

In many texts it is stated that the govemorship of Oman was 
added to that of Bahrain. Reports say tihat when ‘Uthman ibn Abi al- 
‘As was appointed as govemor, he was appointed as govemor of 
Bahrain and al-Yamam^.^^ These reports give us a strong indication 
that Bahrain had close ties to both Oman and al-Yamamah, and that 
these two regions were considered to be part of the province of 
Bahrain at the time of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ( 4 ^). The geographical 
and human eotmections between these two regions and Bahrain are 
quite obvious. The phrase“Bahrain and surroimding areas” whieh is 
often used by the historians may be understood as referrmg to Oman 
and al-Yamamah. Bahra in was a principal source of khardj and 
jizyah, which points to the prosperity of this province at that time. 
The Muslim tribes of BaJ^in and their rulers took part in the 
conquests of Persia and the east, and they played an important role in 
those conquests.^^ 


1.6. Egypt 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As was the one who led the conquest of Egypt, as 
will be discussed in detail when we look at the conquests. ‘Umar 
appointed him as govemor of Egypt and he remained in that post 
until ‘Umar died, despite his occasional dififerences with ‘Umar 


Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Buldan, 1/75. 
Ibid. 

Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/239. 
Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Bulddn, 1/76. 
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which led ‘Umar to threaten to disciplme him. ‘Amr was the main 
govemor of Egypt, but there were other minor govemors in Egypt, 
such as ‘Abdullah ibn Abi as-Sarah, who was govemor of as-Sa‘eed 
(Upper Egypt) at the time of ‘Umar’s death.^^ 

We may note that during the govemorship of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 
in Egypt, ‘Umar frequently intervened in many affairs of 
govemorship.^® ‘Amr ibn al-‘As made use of the Egyptians’ 
experience in matters of khardj and jiiyah, and he employed them in 
this work.^' It is well known that ‘Amr did not aUow his troops to 
farm and become distracted by that, and he punished those who 
disobeyed him in that, acting on the conunands of ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab.^^ This naturaUy made the troops more devoted to matters of 
jihad, as they did not have time to get used to a Ufe of ease and did not 
become attached to the land. The troops were allocated salaries from 
the bayt al-mdl which meant that they had no need for that. 

With support from the caliph ‘Umar, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As was able 
to organize the affairs of Egypt within a few years and it took its place 
as a major Islamic province. A number of events took place there 
which indicate that it was a stable province despite the dangers which 
surrounded it, such as the ongoing attempts of the Byzantines to 
recapture it by attacking Alexandria from the sea. 

This province was fertile ground for the spread of Islam at the 
tkne of the caliph ‘Umar, because of the justice and mercy that 
became widespread, which its people had never seen before, in 
addition to their conviction of the truths of Islam. So they joined the 
ranks of Islam. 


Putooh Misr, p. 173. 

Al-Wildyah 'ala al-Bulddn, 1/79. 
Putooh Misr wa Akhbdrukum, p. 152. 
Al-midyah 'ala al-Bulddn, 1/82. 
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Administrative matters in Egypt ran smoothly because when 
‘Amr was the govemor he was also responsible for the khardj, and 
this did not prevent ‘Amr from asking other govemors in areas rmder 
his control for help, as we have stated above. But the principal 
govemor, who answered directly to the caliph throughout ‘Umar’s 
reign, was ‘Amr ibn al-‘As. ‘Amr ibn al-‘As beneiited from the help 
of some of the local people in organizing the khardj and other 
fmancial affairs.^^ 


1.7. The provinces of S^rria 

When Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq died, the one who was 
responsible for the atmy and land of Syria was Khalid ibn al-Waleed 
(4^). When ‘Umar became caliph, he issued a decree dismissing 
Khalid ibn al-Waleed from the govemorship of Syria and appointing 
Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah in his stead, to be in-ehaige of all the 
govemors of Syria and to govem the Mushm community there.^^* 
When Abu ‘Ubaydah was appointed govemor of Syria, he started to 
organize its affairs and he appointed agents to act on his behalf in 
various regions of Syria. He began to reorganize its affairs as there 
were already agents in some regions, some of whom Abu ‘Ubaydah 
approved of and others he dismissed. Khaleefah ibn Khayyat says: 
“When Abu ‘Ubaydah conquered Syria he appointed Yazeed ibn Abi 
Sufiyan over Palestine and its environs, Sharahbeel ibn Hasanah over 
Jordan, Khalid ibn al-Waleed over Damascus, and Habeeb ibn 
Muslimah over Homs, then he dismissed him and appointed 
‘Abdullah ibn Qart ath-Thamali then he dismissed him and 


Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Bulddn, 1/83. 

Takdheeb Tdreekh Dimashg, 1/152. 

Al-Azdi: He was a Companion of the Prophet and it is reported that he 
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appointed ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit, then he dismissed him and 
reinstated ‘Abdullah ibn Qart.^^ 

Sometimes he would send some of his companions to govem 
certain areas of Syria for a specihc length of time, such as when Abu 
‘Ubaydah sent Mu‘adh ibn Jabal to govem Jordan^^, or when he 
appomted people in his stead when he went out for jihad. He 
appointed Sa‘eed ibn Zayd ibn ‘Umar ibn Nufayl^* in charge of 
Damascus when he went out to Bayt al-Maqdis (Jerasalem). 
Throughout his govemorship of Syria Abu ‘Ubaydah (may Allah 
have mercy on him) was an example of a righteous and pious man 
whose example was followed by his fellow govemors and by the 
common foIk. He was mart^Ted, as we have mentioned above, in the 
plague of ‘Amwas, then Mu‘adh was appointed as govemor after 
him , but he was martyred a few days later. When ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab came to know of the deaths of Abu ‘Ubaydah and 
Mu‘adh, he appointed Yazeed ibn Abi Sufiyan (^^) as leader of the 
Muslim troops in Syria and he sent other different commanders to 
different parts of S^nia. Yazeed was experienced in leading atmies, 
and had been at the head of one of the armies that Abu Bakr had sent 
to conquer Syria. Abu ‘Ubaydah also appointed him as his deputy in 
charge of Damascus on a number of occasions when he went out on 
campaigns.^^ The historians state that when ‘Umar appointed Yazeed 
in charge of the armies of Syria, he appointed other commanders and 
distributed them throughout the various regions, and he put Yazeed in 
charge of Palestine and Jordan."*® Yazeed’s period as govemor in 
Syiia was short, hence there is little mention of him in the historical 
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sources. Yazeed died in 18 A.H. Just before his death he appointed 
his brother Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufiyan to his position, and he wrote 
to ‘Umar infoiming him of that. Yazeed’s period of goveraorship was 
approximately one year.'*^ 

‘Umar approved of Mu‘awiyah as govemor and he made 

some adjustments in the running of S^nia^s affairs after the death of 
Yazeed. He limited Mu‘awiyah’s authority to the garrison of 
Damascus and collecting its khardj', he put limits on Mu‘awiyah’s 
authority with regard to the judiciary and prayer, when he sent two 
other Companions of the Messenger of Allah (^) whom he put in 
charge of the judiciary and of prayer.'*^ This was a limitation of 
Mu‘awiyah’s authority, especially since the prayer was delegated to 
someone else, although usuaUy the leader also led the prayers. 
Perhaps there were reasons why ‘Umar adopted this new poHcy 
which began to appea: in other regions where he took the same 
approach as he did with Mu‘awiyah. Mu‘awiyah was welt known for 
his forbearance and generosity which made some groups of people 
come from Iraq and elsewhere to live in his province.‘*^ ‘Umar 
appomted some agents in Syria, whom he put under the authority of 
Mu‘awiyah. During Mu‘awiyah’s govemorship of Syria, he 
undertook some campaigns against the Byzantines in the north of 
Sjnia; these were known as as-Sawd ’if (the summer campaigns).'*^^ 

Mu‘awiyah continued as the govemor of Syria for the 
remainder of ‘Umar’s caliphate. There were other govemors in some 
regions of Syria who were in direct contact with the caliph in 
Madeenah, but Mu‘awiyah is regarded as the most famous of them, 


Al-Wathd’iq as-Siydsiyah li’l-‘Asr an-Nabawi wa aI-Khildfah ar-Rdshidah, p. 
493. 
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as he was the govemor of ai-Balqa’, Jordan, Palestine, Antioch, 
Qalqeehyah, Ma‘arrah al-Masarreen and other cities of Syria.'*^ 
Some historians describe him as the govemor of Syria whilst others 
are more circumspect, describing him as ‘Umar’s govemor over part 
of Syria. Some of them state that before ‘Umar died, he gave 
Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Suiiyan authority over all of Syria.'^^ It must be 
noted that there were ongoing changes in all provinces, based on 
changing military circumstances and the circumstances of the state in 
general in those days. Jordan was sometimes a separate province and 
was sometimes joined to other regions; sometimes some regions 
would be taken Irom it and added to Syria or Palestine, and so on.'*’ 

1.8 Iraq and Persia 

The conquests in Iraq began during the days of Abu Bakr. At 
first they were led by al-Muthanna ibn Harithah ash-Shaybani, until 
Khalid ibn al-Waleed came to Iraq, then he was appointed as 
govemor. When Abu Bakr ordered Khalid to go to Syria, he 
reinstated al-Muthanna ibn Harithah as govemor. When ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab (4^) became caliph, he dismissed al-Muthanna and 
appointed Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn Mas‘ood ath-Thaqafi. Al-Muthanna 
was dismissed at the same time as Khalid was dismissed, which 
astonished the people, but ‘Umar said: “I did not dismiss them 
because of any wrong that they did; rather the people exaggerated 
about them and I feared that the people would depend on them.”"*^ 
Despite his dismissal, al-Muthaima was a sincere soldier who 
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participated with Abu ‘Ubayd in most of his battles and did well."^^ 

Afler Abu ‘Ubayd was martyred, al-Muthanna was reinstated 
as leader, then Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas was appointed as commander of 
the army in Iraq. The wounds that al-Muthanna had received on the 
day of al-Jasr got the better of him and he fell sick and died before 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas reached Iraq.^® Basra had just started to appear 
on the stage of provincial events before the battle of al-Qadisiyah, but 
the victory of al-Qadisiyah and the fall of al-Mada’in to the Muslims 
are regarded as the beginning of a new stage in Iraq, where the 
provinces took on a certain shape and their general features began to 
become clear, whether in Basrah and in Koofah and their surrounding 
towns and yiUages whieh were regarded as part of them, or in othĕr, 
separate provinces in Persia.^* 

1.8.1. Basrah 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab sent Shurayh ibn ‘Amir, one of the tribe 
of Bani Sa‘d ibn Bakr to the area of Basrah before it was fotmded, to 
support Qutbah ibn Qatadah. Then ‘Umar appointed him as govemor 
of Basra and its environs. He was killed in one of the battles.^^ Then 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab sent ‘Utbah ibn Ghazwan to Basra with a troop 
of soldiers, and appointed him as govemor diereof. That took place m 
14 A.H., not in 16 A.H., as Salih Ahmad al-‘Ali said: “Some 
historians thmk that ‘Utbah was sent in 16 A.H., after the battle of al- 
Qadisiyah or Jaloola’, but the overwhelming majority of historians 
say that he was sent in 14 A.H., which makes us think that that is 
more likely to be the case.”^^ 
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The appointment of ‘Utbah as govemor of Basra was ati 
important stage in the founding of this province. His era was fi11ed 
with many great works, such as his conquests of parts of Persia that 
lay near to him on the banks of the Tigris and the Euphrates.^'^ ‘Utbah 
asked ‘Umar to reiieve him of the duties of govemor, but ‘Umar 
refused to do so; that took place during the Hajj season, when ‘Umar 
insisted that he go back to his post. ‘Utbah departed but he died on 
the way back to Basra. When news of his death reached ‘Umar, he 
said; “I kilied him, were it not that his appointed time had come,” and 
he spoke highly of him and praised him. His death occurred in 17 
A.H.^^ Then ai-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah was appointed after him, and 
he was the first one to set up the records of Basra. He remained 
govemor of Basra until ‘Umar dismissed him in 17 A.H., after al- 
Mugheerah was accused of zind. ‘Umar investigated the matter and 
proved al-Mugheerah’s innocence, and he had the three witnesses 
Aogged, but ‘Umar dismissed al-Mugheerah so as to be on the safe 
side and to protect the public interest, but ‘Umar appointed him as 
govemor elsewheie aAer that.^^ 

After the dismissal of al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah, ‘Umar 
appointed Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari ( 4 ^) as govemor of Basra. Abu 
Moosa is regarded — and rightfully so — as the most famous 
govemor of Basra during the days of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. 
Numerous places in Persia were eonquered during his time. He used 
to engage in jihad himself and he sent commanders to many places in 
Basra. During his period, the troops of Basra managed to conquer al- 
Ahwaz and its environs, and they conquered a number of important 
places. The period of his govemorship was filled with jihad. 
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Abu Moosa cooperated with the govemors of neighbouring 
provinces in many wars and conquests. He undertook great efforts to 
organize the conquered regions and appointed agents to help secure 
them and organize their affairs. 

There was a great deal of correspondence between Abu Moosa 
and ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab on numerous issues, such as ‘Umar’s 
advice to Abu Moosa on how to receive people in his majlis, and his 
advice to Abu Moosa to fear AUah and try to help the people. This 
was valuable advice, in which ‘Umar said: “The happiest of people is 
the one under whose care people are happy because of him, and the 
most miserable of people is tbe one imder whose care people are 
miserable because of him. Beware of indulging in worldly pleasures 
or aUowing your agents to do so, lest you become like an animal that 
sees some vegetation and starts grazing it, aiming to get fat, buts its 
death is in its fat.”^^ 

There is also some correspondence between ‘Umar and Abu 
Moosa which points to various administrative and executive issues 
which Abu Moosa undertook on ‘Umar’s instructions. Most of this 
correspondence has been compiled by Muhammad Hameeduliah in 
his valuable book on political documents.^® 

Abu Moosa’s govemorship of Basra is regarded as one of the best 
periods, as described by one of the descendents of the people of Basra, 
al-Hasan al-Basri, who said: “No rider ever came to Basra who was 
better for its people than Abu Moosa.”^® In addition to being the 
govemor of Basra, Abu Moosa was also the best teacher for its people; 
he taught them the Qur’an and taught them about their religion.^® 
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Durmg the caliphate of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, many cities in Persia 
which were conquered at that time became subject to Basra and were 
run by the govemor of Basra who appointed agents in charge of 
them; those agents were in direct contact with him. Thus Abu Moosa 
is regarded as one of the greatest govemors of ‘Umar and the 
correspondence between ‘Umar and Abu Moosa is regarded as one of 
the greatest sources of information on the way that ‘Umar interacted 
with his govemors.^^ 

1.8,2. Koofah 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas is regarded as the first govemor of 
Koofah after it was founded; indeed he is the one who founded it, 
acting on ‘Umar’s instractions. He was the govemor of Koofah and 
the surrounding regions before Koofah was built. Sa‘d re ma ined the 
govemor of Koofah and played his role there to the hillest extent. 
Atter settling in Koofah, Sa‘d achieved great conquests in Persia.®^ 

Sa‘d also introduced a number of agricultural reforms m his 
provmce, such as when a group of local chiefs asked him to dig a 
channel to serve the farmers in their areas. Sa‘d wrote to his agents in 
that area ordering them to dig a channel for them. So his agent 
assembled some workers and dug it for them. 

Sa‘d organized the afFairs of the regions belonging to Koofah, 
and appointed agents in charge of them, atter consulting ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab. The wise men of Koofah admired and praised Sa‘d ibn 
Abi Waqqas. 

When ‘Umar asked Jareer ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas about Sa‘d and the way he was nmning the affairs of 
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goyemorship, Jareer said: “I left him in his province the most noble 
of men, with the strongest authority and the least harshness; he is Uke 
a caring mother towards them. He is the strongest of men at times of 
war and the most beloved of Quraysh to the people.”^^ 

Although the elite and wise men of Koofah accepted and 
praised Sa‘d, there were some complaints about him that were made 
by some of the common folk, so he was dismissed, as we will discuss 
more fully when we look at the complaints that were made against 
govemors. After Ihe dismissal of Sa‘ d ibn Abi Waqqas, ‘Umar issued 
a decree appointing ‘Ammar ibn Yasir to lead the prayers in Koofah. 
It may be noted that ‘Ammar was one of the leaders in Koofah, and 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas used to seek the help of those leadem during his 
govemorship. Hence ‘Ammar had extensive prior experience of 
govemorship before he was appointed as govemor. ‘Ammar’s 
govemorship differed firom Sa‘d’s, because ‘Umar appointed other 
people with ‘Ammar to share the responsibility and undertake 
different tasks. ‘Ammar was to lead the prayers, Ibn Mas‘ood was in 
charge of the bayt al-mdl and ‘Uthman ibn Huiiayf was in charge of 
measuring land. Hence the situation differed somewhat to the 
situation at the time of Sa‘d. We cannot ignore this new distribution 
of responsibdity in the govemorship. Each of them did the tasks that 
were allocated to him. ‘Ammar led the prayers, organized the affairs 
of the province and led the army, and he achieved some conquests. 
During his govemorship the people of Koofah took part in a number 
of battles against the Persians who had rallied their troops against the 
Muslims. ‘Ammar organized his province in accordance with this 
war situatiott, Mlowing ‘Umar’s instmctions. ‘Ammar continued to 
do his duties in the province of Koofah with Ibn Mas‘ood who, 
alongside his running the Snancial af&irs of the province also taught 
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the people Qiir’an andreligious matters.^ ‘Amniar’s govemorship of 
Koofah lasted for approximately one year and nine months. ‘Umar 
dismissed him on the basis of a number of complaints made by the 
people of Koofah against him. ‘Umar said to ‘Ammar: “Are you 
upset because of this dismissal?” ‘Ammar said: “I was not happy 
when I was appointed, but I was upset when I was dismissed.” And it 
was said that he said: “I did not feel happy when you appointed me 
and I was not sad when you dismissed me.”^^ It is also reported that 
he asked ‘Umar to let him off this job when he felt that the people of 
Koofah did not like him, so ‘Umar let him off and did not dismiss 
him.“ 

Then ‘Umar appointed Jubayr ibn Mut‘im as govemor of 
Koofah, then he dismissed him before he set out for Koofah, because 
‘Umar had ordered h im to conceal the news of this appointment, but 
the news spread among the people, so ‘Umar became angry and 
dismissed him. Then he appointed al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah as 
govemor of Koofeh and he continued in that post until ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab died.®’ 

1.8.3. Al-Mada'm 

Al-Mada’in was the capital of Chosroes, which was conquered 
by Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas. Sa‘d settled there for a while, then he 
moved to Koofah after it was foimded. One member of Sa‘d’s army 
was Salman al-Farisi ( 4 ^), who took part in a number of battles 
against the Persians and played a major role m calling them to Islam 
before hghting took place. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab appointed him as 
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govemor of al-Mada’in and he treated it’s people well. He was a 
living exaniple of the applieation of Islamic teachings. It is reported 
that he would have relused the post of govemor, were it not that 
‘Umar forced him to accept it. He used to write to ‘Umar asking him 
to let him but ‘Umar refused. Sahnan (.^) was well known for 
his asceticism. He used to wear wool, ride a donkey and eat barley 
bread; he lived a veiy simple life.^* 

Sahnan remained in al-Mada’m until he died, most likely in 32 
A.H., during the caliphate of ‘Uthman ibn ‘Af!5n. It seems that 
Sahnan was not the govemor of al-Mada’in at the end of ‘Umar’s 
caliphate, because ‘Umar appointed Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman as 
govemor of al-Mada’in, but the historians did not state that ‘Umar 
dismissed Sahnan. Perhaps he asked ‘Umar to let him off and ‘Umar 
agreed after having reiused to let him off, and he appointed 
Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman as govemor after him. There are numerous 
reports which speak of Hudhayfah’s appointment as govemor of al- 
Mada’in, such as the letter sent by ‘Umar to the people of al-Mada’m 
^pointing Hudhayfah as their govemor, in which ‘Umar told tiie 
people of al-Mada’in to hear and obey Hudhayfah. Hudhayfah 
remained govemor of al-Mada’in for the remainder of ‘Umar’s 
caliphate and throughout the caliphate of ‘Uthman.^^ 

1.8.4. Azerbai|an 

Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman was the tirst govemor of Azerbaijan. 
After he moved to al-Mada’m, ‘Utbah ibn Farqad as-Sulami was 
appointed as govemor of Aserbaijan. During his govemorship there 
was a great deal of correspondence between him and ‘Umar. When 
‘Utbah ibn Farqad came to Azerbaijan he found that they had a kind 
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of sweet dish called al-khabees, so he decided to have some made for 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab- he wrapped it in skins and other things to 
preserve it, and sent it to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab in Madeenah. When 
he received it, he tasted the khabees and liked it. ‘Umar said: “Have 
all the Muhdjireen eaten their fill of it?” The envoy said, “No, it is 
something that he made just for you.” So ‘Umar ordered him to take 
it back to ‘Utbah in Azerbaijan and he wrote to him saying: “O’ 
‘Utbah, this is not ffom your wealth or the wealth of your fathers. Let 
the Muslims eat their fill in their camps of what you have eaten your 
fill of in your camp. Beware of luxury and of wearing the clothes of 
the people of shirk and of wearing silk, for the Messenger of AUah 
(^) forbade wearing silk.”^*^ This incident is narrated in numerous 
reports which support one another. ‘Utbah continued as govemor of 
Azerbaijan for the remainder of ‘Umar’s caliphate and for part of 
‘Uthman’s caliphate. 

There were a number of govemors in various regions of lraq 
and Persia during the time of ‘Umar, some of whose provinces were 
separate and others whose provinces were connected to one of the 
two great provinces of Iraq, where the administration of all of Iraq 
and Persia was hased, namely Koofah and Basra. Among the cities 
which had their own govemors were Mosul, Halwan and Kaskar.^* 


2. Appointment of Govemors 
at the Time of 'Umar 

‘Umar Mlowed the method of the Prophet (^) in selecting 
govemors. He only appointed those who were qualified, trastworthy 
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and more suited than others for this type of work, striving to make the 
best choice. He did not appoint anyone who asked to be a govemor. 
He thought that selecting govemors was akin to fulfilling a tmst, 
whereby he was obliged to appoint the best man he could find for 
each post, and tuming away from the best candidate and choosing 
someone else would be a betrayal of AUah, His Messenger and the 
believers.^^ Conceming this, he said; “I am responsible for my tmst 
and what I am in charge o£ I will examine all the issues myself, 
insha 'Alldh, and I will not deiegate that to anyone. I can only rely on 
those who are tmstworthy and sincere towards the Muslims, and I 
will not rely on anyone else.”^^ And he said: “Whoever appoints a 
man over a group when there is a man in that group who is more 
pleasing to Allah, has betrayed Allah, betrayed His Messenger and 
betrayed the belie^ers.”^'^ He also said; “Whoever is appointed in 
charge of some of the aiiairs of the Muslims and he appoints a man 
because of triendship or blood ties, has betrayed Allah, His 
Messenger and the Muslims.”^^ 

2.1. The most important bases on which 
'Umar appointed govemors and the 
conditions he stipulated for them 

2.1.1. Capability and trustworthiness 

‘Umar applied this principle and prefeired more capable men 
over others. He dismissed Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah and appointed 
Mu‘awiyah instead. Shurahbeel said to him: “Did you dismiss me 
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because you are not pleased witb me, O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineenT' He 
said, “No; I think well of you, but I wanted a man who is more 
capable.”^^ One of the most eloquent comments nairated from 
‘Umar conceming this matter is his saying: “O’ Allah, I complain to 
You of the capability of the evildoer and the incapability of the 
trastworthy one.”^^ 

2.1.2. The role of knowledge in 
appointment of govemors 

‘Umar followed the Sunnah of the Messenger of AUah (^) in 
appointing leaders of the army in particular. At-Tabari said: “When 
an army of believers gathered around ‘Umar, he would appoint over 
them a man who had knowledge and imderstanding of Islam.”’^ 

2.1.3. Knowing how to do things 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab appointed some people, and did not 
appoint others who were of greater virtue than them, because the 
fonner knew how to do thmgs.^^ In this case, those whom ‘Umar 
passed over were better in terms of religious commitment and piety, 
and better in character, but their experience in running af&irs was 
less than that of others. It was not essential to combine botih factors. 
This principle which was set out by ‘Umar is still followed today in 
the most advanced nations, where a man of rehgious comraitment, 
piety and good character who does not have any experience of 
matters of government is more likely to be ensnared by the tricks of 
those who follow their whims and desires. But the one who is smart 
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and experienced will grasp things quickly and understand what is 
behind the spoken word. This is the very reason why ‘Umar would 
avoid appointmg a man who did not know anything about evil. He 
asked about a man whom he wanted to appoint as an agent and he 
was told, “O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, he does not know anything about 
eviL” ‘Umar said to the man, “Woe to you, he is more likely to fall 
into it.”**^ This is not one of the characteristics required for 
administration and ruling, rather the criterion for determining who is 
best suited for this field is knowledge of how to do the job.** 

2.1.4. Desert-dwellers and town-dwellers 

When appointmg govemors and agents, ‘Umar would pay 
attention to their characteristics, natures, customs and habits. It was 
known that he would not appoint a desert-dweller in charge of town- 
dwellers.*^ Thus he paid attention to social and behavioinal factors 
when selecting employees. Both desert-dwellers and town-dwellers 
have their own natures, attitudes, customs and traditions, and it is 
natural that the govemor should understand the mentaUty of those 
under his care; it is not fair to appoint over them a man who knows 
nothing of that, who may regard their customs as odd and their nature 
as strange. 

2.1.5. Compassion and mercy towards 
those of whom he is in charge 

‘Umar ( 4 ^) sought to achieve compassion and mercy towards 
those of whom the govemor was in charge. He often told the leaders 
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of jihad not to undertake unnecessarily risky missions and not to put 
the Muslims in grave danger. ‘Umar wrote to a man from Banu 
Aslam appointing him to some position of authority. The man entered 
to meet ‘Umar and saw ‘Umar kissing one of his children who was on 
his lap. The man said, “Do you do this, O’ Ameer al-Mu ’mineen7 By 
Allah, I have never kissed any child of mine. ” ‘Umar said, ‘Then by 
Allah you are the least merciilil of people. You will never do any 
work for me.” So ‘Umar rejected him and did not appoint him.*^ 

One of his armies went on a campaign in Persia and reached a 
river that had no bridge. The commander of the army ordered one of 
his soldiers to go down on a very cold day and look for a place where 
the army could cross. The man said; “I am afiaid that I will die if I 
enter the water.” But the commander forced him to do that. The man 
entered the water, screaming, “O’ ‘Umar, O’ ‘Umar! ” and soon afler 
that he died. News of that reached ‘Umar when he was in the 
marketplace of Madeenah, and he said, “Here I am, here I am!” He 
sent word dismissing the commander of that army and he said: “Were 
it not for the fact that I do not want to set a precedent, I would have 
retaliated against you. You will never do any work for me again.”^^ 

‘Umar addressed his govemors and said: “Know that no forbearance 
is more beIoved to Allah and more far-reaching than the forbearance 
and kindness of a leader, and nothing is more hated by Allah and 
more far-reaching than the ignorance and foolishness of a leader.”*^ 

2.1.6. He did not appoint any of his relatives 

‘Umar was keen to avoid appointing any of his relatives, 
despite the fact that some of them were qualified and had come to 
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Islam early on, such as his patemal cousin Sa‘eed ibn Zayd and his 
son ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar. One of his companions heard him 
complaining about a problem with the people of Koofah and their 
govemor, when ‘Umar said: “Would that I could lind a strong, 
tmstworthy, Muslim man to appoint over them.” The man said, “By 
Allah, I will tell you of one such, ‘Abdull^ ibn ‘Umar.” ‘Umar said, 
“May Allah kiU you! You did not say that for the sake of Allah.”^^ 
And he used to say, “Whoever appoints a man because of hiendship 
or blood ties, and for no other reason, has betrayed Allah and His 
Messenger.”®^ 

2.1.7. He did not appoint anyone 
who wanted to be appointed 

He did not appoint any man who wanted to be appointed. 
Conceming that he said: “Whoever seeks this will not be appointed. ” 
In this approach he was lollowing the Sunnah of the Messenger (^). 

2.1.8. Porbidding govemors and 
agents to engage in trade 

‘Umar forbade agents and govemors to engage in trade, 
whether they were selling or buying.^^ It was narrated that an agent 
of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab whose name was al-Harith ibn Ka‘b ibn 
Wahb started to show signs of prosperity. ‘Umar saked him about the 
source of this wealth and he repUed: “I had some money and I 
engaged in trade with it.” ‘Umar said, “By Allah, we did not send 
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you to engage in trade! ” and he took Irom his the protits that he had 
made.^° 

2.1.9. Recording the net worth of his agents 
at the time of their appointment 

‘Umar recorded the net wortb, of his agents and govemors 
before they were appointed, so that he could bring them to accoimt 
for any increase ailer their govemorship that was not of a regular type 
of growth. Some of them tried to justiiy engaging in trade, but he did 
not accept what they said, and he told them: “We have sent you as 
govemors, not as merchants.”^^ 

2.1.10. Conditions stipulated by 'Umar for his agents 

When ‘Umar appointed an agent, he would write a document 
for him, which he would have witnessed by a number of the Ansar, 
stipulating that he would not ride a non-Arabian horse, he would not 
eat hne bread, he would not wear fine clothes, and he would not close 
his door to Muslims in need. Then he would say, “O’ Allah, bear 
witness. 

These conditions obliged the govemor to adhere to a simple, 
ascetic life, and to be humble towards people. This is the first step in 
reforming the ummah by making them accept a moderate standard of 
living, clothing and transportation. With such a iifestyle that was 
based on moderation, its atiairs would be set in order. This was a wise 
move, because ‘Umar could not force eveiy member of the ummah to 
do something that is not regarded as obhgatory in Islam, but he could 
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force the govemors and leaders to do that. If they committed 
themselves to that, they would be setting an example in society. This 
was a successM plan to refonn society and protect it from the causes 
of decline.^^ 

2.1.11. Consultation when selecting govemors 

The selection of govemors was made atter the caliph had 
consulted the senior Sahdbah?^ ‘Umar ( 4 ^) said to his companions 
one day; “Show me a man who, if he is the leader Gf some people, it is 
as if he is not a leader, and if he is not a leader, it is as if he is a 
leader,”^^ and they pointed out ar~Rabee‘ ibn Ziyad.^^ 

‘Umar consulted the Sahdbah as to whom he should appoint as 
govemor of Koofah, and said to them; “Who could tackle the 
problems of the people of Koofah for me, and their false accusations 
against their govemors? If I appoint over them a man with good 
morals, they will regard him as weak, but if I appoint over them one 
who is strong, they will force him to overstep the limit with them.” 
Then he said: “O’ people, what do you say about a man who is weak 
but is a pious Muslim, and another who is strong and tough but not so 
religiously committed? Which one is better suited to be a govemor?” 
Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah spoke up and said, “O’ Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen, the weak Muslim’s commitment to Islam counts in his 
favour buthis weakness counts against you and the Muslims; the fact 
that the strong man is less pious counts against him but his strength 
counts in your favour and that of the Muslims. So do what you tbink 
is best.” ‘Umar said, “You have spoken the tmth, O’ Mugheerah.” 
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Then he appointed him as govemor of Koofah and said to him, “Try 
to be one whom the righteous tmst and the evildoers fear.” Al- 
Mugheerah (^) said, “I shall try my best, O’ Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen.”^^ 

2.1.12. Testing agents betore appointing them 

‘Umar tested his agents before appointing them, and in some 
cases this testing took a long time, as was stated clearly by al-Ahnaf 
ibn Qays who said: “I came to ‘Umar ibn al-Khatta^b and he 
kept me with him (in Madeenah) for a year. He said, ‘O’ Atmaf, I 
have been testing you and L have seen that you are outwardly good, 
and I hope that you are as inwardly (good) as you are outwardly. We 
used to say that this ummah will be doomed by knowledgeable 
hypocrites.’ Then ‘Umar asked him, ‘Do you know why I kept you 
here?’ He explained to him that he had wanted to test him, then he 
appomted him as a govemor.^* Among the adviee he gave to al- 
Atoaf was the following, ‘O’ Ahnaf, one who laughs too much loses 
dignity; one who jokes too much loses respect; whoever does 
something a great deal becomes known for it; one who speaks a great 
deal makes mistakes; one who makes many mistakes loses his sense 
of dignity. Whoever loses his sense of dignity loses his fear of Allah, 
and whoever loses his fear of Allah is spiritually dead.’”^^ 

2.1.13. Making the govemor one of the people 

It may be noted that in many cases, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (^^) 
appointed some people as govemors over their own people, if he saw 
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that that served a purpose and if the man was qualified to be a 
govemor. For example, he appointed Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajali 
over his people Bajeelah^'^*’ when he sent them to Iraq. Similarly, he 
appointed Salman al-Farisi over al-Mada’in, Nafi‘ ibn al-Harith over 
Makkah and ‘Uthman ibn Abi aI-‘As over at-Ta’if. Perhaps there 
were specific goals behind that, which these people were more able to 
achieve than others.’^'*^ 

2.1.14. Letter of appointment 

It was well known that when ‘Umar had made his final 
selection of a govemor and had consulted his consultants, he would 
write a document for the govemor whieh was known as a contract of 
appointment. Many such texts of appointment by ‘Umar have been 
narrated^*^^, but most historians are agreed when ‘Umar appointed an 
agent or govemor, he would write a document for him which he 
would have witnessed by a number of the Muhdjireen and Ansar, and 
in which he would stipulate certain conditions.^'^^ If the person who 
had been nominated as a govemor was absent, ‘Umar would write a 
contract for him, in which he would instmct him to go to his new 
provmce. For example, he wrote to al-‘Ala’ ibn al-Hadrami, his 
govemor in Bahrain, ordering him to go to Basrah and take over as 
govemor there after ‘Utbah ibn Ghazwan. When he dismissed one 
govemor and appointed another, the new govemor would take the 
letter which included the decree dismissing the first govemor and 
appointing him in his stead. For example, ‘Umar sent a letter with 
Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari when he dismissed al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah 
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fi:om his post as govemor of Basra and appointed Abu Moosa in his 
stead/*^ 


2,1.15. Not seeking the help of a Chiistian 
with the affairs of the Muslims 

When news of the conquest of Syria came to ‘Umar, he said to 
Abu Moosa: “Call your scribe to read this to the people in the 
mosque.” Abu Moosa said, “He cannot enter the mosque.” ‘Umar 
asked, “Why not? Is he junub?” He said, “No, rather he is a 
Christian.” ‘Umar rebuked him and said, “Do not bring them near 
when Allah has cast them away; do not honour them when Allah has 
hmniliated them; do not trust them when Allah has stated that they 
are treacherous. I have forbidden you to employ people of the Book, 
for they accept bribes.”’®^ 

It was narrated that Usiqq^^^ said: “I was a Christian slave of 
‘Umar’s, and he said, ‘Become Mushm so that we may appoint you 
over some of the Muslims’ affairs, because we cannot appoint over 
their affairs one who is not one of them.’ He set me Iree as he was 
dying and said, ‘Go wherever you want.’”^°^ 

2.2. The most important characteristics 
of 'Umar's govemors 

Among the most important characteristics of ‘Umar’s 
govemors were: strength of faith, Islamic knowledge, tmst in Allah, 
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exemplary conduct, sincerity, being qualified for the post, courage, 
ch.ivaby, asceticism, love of sacrifice, humility, acceptance of advice, 
forbearance, patience, ambition, resolve, strong willpower, justice, 
the ability to solve problems, and other such characteristics. The most 
important of these were: 

2.2.1. Asceticism {Zuhd) 

Among the govemors of‘Umar who were wellknown for their 
asceticism were; Sa‘eed ibn ‘Amir ibn Hudhaym, ‘Umayr ibn Sa‘d, 
Satman al-Farisi, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah and Abu Moosa al- 
Ash‘ari (may Allah be pleased with them aU). The wives of some of 
his govemors came to ‘Umar and complained because of their 
husbands’ asceticism. The wife of Mu‘axih ibn Jabal ( 4 ^) 
complained because ‘Umar had sent Mu‘adh to distribute shares 
(fi:om bayi al-mdl) to some tribes, so he shared them out until there 
was nothing left, then he came back empty-handed. His wife asked: 
“Where is your share, that agents usually get for their families?” He 
said, “Someone was watching me.” She said, “You were trusted by 
the Messenger of Allah (^) and by Abu Bakr; why did ‘Umar send 
someone with you to watch you?” She went to her women and 
complained about ‘Umar, and when news of that reached ‘Umar, he 
summoned Mu‘adh and asked, “Did I send someone with you to 
watch you?” He said, “I couldn’t find any other excuse to give her.” 
‘Umar smiled and gave bim something, and said, “Make her happy 
with this.”^'’® 

2.2.2. HumiHty 

The govemors at ‘Umar’s time were well known for tiheir great 
humility, such that when people came to their lands, they could not 
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distinguish between them and the common folk. In their clothing, 
housing and mounts they were like the ordinaiy people, and they did 
not distinguish themselves lfom them in any way. An example of that 
is the story of Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah The Byzautines sent 

a man to him to negotiate with him, and when he came close to the 
Muslims, he could nottell Abu ‘Ubaydah apart from his companions; 
he did not know whether he was among them or not, and he did not 
feel that he was in the presence of a govemor. He asked them: “O’ 
Arabs, where is your leader?” They said, “There he is.” He looked 
and he saw Abu ‘Ubaydah sitting on the ground, with a bow on his 
shoulder and examining an arrow that he held in his hand. The envoy 
asked him, “Are you the leader of these men?” He said, “Yes.” He 
then asked, “Then why are you sitting on the ground? Why don’t you 
sit on a cushion?” Abu ‘Ubaydah said, “AUah is not too shy to speak 
the tmth, and I will teU you the tmth about what you have said. I do 
not have any wealth; I own nothing but my horse, my weapon and my 
sword. Yesterday I needed some money and I had nothing, so I 
borrowed some money from this brother of mine who had some — 
meaning Mu‘adh. He lent it to me. If I also had a rag or a cushion, I 
would not sit on it and exclude my bothere and companions; I would 
let my brother sit on it, for he may be better than me before AUah. We 
are slaves of Allah. We walk on the earth, we sit on the ground, we 
eat on the ground, we Ue down on the ground, and that does not lower 
us in status before AUah at all. Rather Allah increases our reward 
thereby and raises us in status, and thus we show humihty before our 
Lord.”**’^ 

2.2.3. Hety 

Many govemors were keen to be relieved of the task that had 
been entrasted to them. ‘Utbah ibn Ghazwan asked ‘Umar to let h i m 
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off from the govemorship of Basra, but he did not let him off/ An- 
Nu‘man ibn Maqran, who was the govemor of Kaskar, asked ‘Umar 
to let him oif from being govemor and let him go for jihad so that he 
could seek martyrdom.”^ Some of the Sahdbah retused govemor 
posts when ‘Umar asked them to work as govemors. Az-Zubayr ibn 
al-‘Awam relused the govemorship of Egypt when ‘Umar offered it 
to him, saying, “O’ Abu ‘AbduUah, would you like to be the 
govemor of Eg 5 q)t?” He said, “I have no need of that, rather let me go 
out as a mujdhid to help the Muslims.”^^^ Ibn ‘Abbas rehised the 
govemorship of Homs when ‘Umar offered it to h im after the death 
of its govemGr.^*^ 

2.2.4. Resf>ect for previous govemors 

The govemors were distinguished by their respect for the 
govemors who had preceded ftiem. This may be noted in the majority 
of govemors at the time of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs. For example, 
when Khalid ibn al-Waieed eame to Syria as govemor over Abu 
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah and others, he refused to lead Abu ‘Ubaydah 
in prayer. When ‘Umar dismissed Khalid ibn al-Waleed from his post 
as commander of the army in S)nia, and appointed Abu ‘Ubaydah in 
his stead, Abu ‘Ubaydah hid this news from Khalid and did not tell 
him of that until another letter came from ‘Uraar. Then Khalid found 
out tihe news and he rebuked Abu ‘Ubaydah for not telling him.*^‘* 
Dr. ‘Abdul-‘Azeez al-‘Umari said: “During my research I could not 
find any govemor who sought to humiliate or criticize those who had 
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come before h im . Rather in most cases they praised them in the first 
speech given.”^^^ 

2.3. Rights of govemors 

Undoubtedly the govemors had various rights, sorae of which 
had to do with the people and sorae with the caliph, ra addition to 
rights conceming the bayt al-mdl. All of these rights, both intangible 
and Bnancial, were primarily aimed at helping govemors to fulfil 
their duties and serve Islam. The most important of these rights were: 

2.3.1. Obedience so long as that did not mvolve sin 

The people’s duty to obey leaders and govemors is confirmed 
in Islam. AHah (^) says: 

you who believe! Obey All^ and obey the Messenger 
[Muhammad], and those of you [Muslims] who are in authority. 
[And] if you difier in anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah 
and His Messenger, if you believe in AUah and in the Last Day. That 
is better and more suitable for fin al determination.^ (Qur’an 4: 59) 

This verse states that it is obligatory to obey those in authority, which 
includes the govemors who are implementing the commands of 
AUah, may He be glorilied and exalted.*^^ Undoubtedly obedience to 
leaders and caliphs is limited to matters of obedience towards Allah; 
if they commit sin, there is no duty to obey them.**’ 
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2.3.2. Giying advice to govemGrs 

A man came to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and said to him: “O’ 
Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, is it better for me to speak the truth without 
fearmg anyone except AUah, or should I just focus on myself?” He 
said, “One who has been appointed over any of the affairs of the 
believers should not fear anyone except AUah, but one who has not 
been given any such appointment should focus on himself and be 
sincere towards his leader.”^^® 

2.3.3. Conveying news to govemors 

The people are obliged to bring correct news to their govemors 
and to be truthhol in doing so as much as possible, whether it has to 
do with the general public or it is news of the enemy, or it has to do 
with the agents and employees of the govemor, especially when that 
has to do with matters of war and news of the enemy, or with 
treacherous acts etc., on the basis of helping the govemor to look 
after the interests of the ummah.”^ 

2.3.4. Supporting the govemor in his decisions 

If his deeisions support the pubhc interest and he mostly needs 
the support of the caliph, then the caliph should support him. ‘Umar 

was very enthusiastic about this prmciple, because he 
understood the importance of people showing respect to their 
govemors. Even though ‘Umar was shict with his govemors, if he 
found out that there was some transgression against one of them, he 
would deal harshly with the aggressors, so that the govemors would 
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continue to be respected and would remain able to control the people, 
both the common folk and the ehte.^^” 

2.3.5. The goYemor^s right to engage in ijtihad 

It is the govemor’s right to work out an answer in matters 
where there is room for ijtihad, especially in cases where Islam has 
not given a precise detinition or in other matters where there are no 
instmctions or guidelines from the caliph. One of ‘Umar’s govemors 
in Syria worked out a system of distributing booty among the cavahy 
and intantry, and ‘Umar allowed his ijtihad. It is well known that 
when Ibn Mas‘ood was one of ‘Umar’s govemors, he disagreed with 
‘Umar in more than one hundred matters of ijtihad.’^^^ 

2.3.6. Respecting them after their dismissal 

One of the lights of the govemors was that they were to be 
respected after having been disraissed. When ‘Umar dismissed 
Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah from his post as govemor of Jordan, he told 
the people the reason for his dismissal and when Shurahbeel asked 
him, “Did you dismiss me because you are displeased with me, O’ 
Ameer al-Mu 'mineenT’ he said, “No, I think weU of you, but I want a 
man who is more capable than you.”*^^ He dismissed Sa‘d ihn Abi 
Waqqas (4^) froin his post as govemor of Koofah and perhaps lie 
thought that in order to protect his dignity he should keep him away 
from people who used to criticize him with regard to his prayer, even 
though Sa‘d most closely imitated the prayer of the Messenger of 
AUah (^) because of his knowledge of how the Prophet (^) prayed. 
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So ‘Umar dismissed him out of respect for him, so as to protect him 
Irom exposed to tiie ignorant.^^^ 

2.3.7. Their material rights 

The govemors also had rights with regard to material matters, 
chief of which was the salaries on which they lived. Undouhtedly the 
Sahdbah (may Allah be pleased with them), led by the Rightly- 
Gmded Caliphs, understood the importance of providing agents with 
an income, and acknowledged this as one of their rights, in addition 
to it being a means of maMng them independent of people, and thus 
not subject to their iniluence or attempts to bribe them.*^"* ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab was keen for his agents to be honest and to have no desire 
for people’s wealth, so he made them independent of means. ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab w^ aware that this is a serious matter and that in order 
to guarantee the honesty of his agents, it was essential to make them 
independent so that they would feel no need for people’s wealth. 
There was a diseussion between him and Abu ‘Ubaydah, in which 
Abu ‘Ubaydah said to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab: “You have made the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (^) indulge in worldly 
matters” — i.e., by using them as govemors. ‘Umar said, “O’ Abu 
‘Ubaydah, If I do not seek the help of the pious in tulhlling my duties 
towards Allah, then whose help should I seek?” Abu ‘Ubaydah said, 
“If you must do that, then make them independent of means so that 
they will not betray you”‘^^ — i.e., if you appoint them to any post, 
then be generous in giving them salaries, so that they will have no 
need to be dishonest and wiU have no need of people. 
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‘Umar gave to the commanders of armies and towns, and to all 
his agents, salaries that were reasonably sufficient, in retum for their 
work (as much as they needed for their food and to take care of other 
issues).^^^ He was keen that they should be honest conceming the 
public wealth that was under their control and he said to his agents; 
“As far as this wealth is concemed, I regard you and myself as being 
like one who is entmsted with the wealth of an orphan: 

C-. And whoever [amongst guardians] is rich, he should take no 
wages, but if he is poor, let him have for himself what is just and 
reasonable [according to his labour]...^ (Qur’an 4: 

‘Umar gave nearly all his agents a fixed salary, whether it was 
daily, monthly or annual. Some of these salaries are mentioned in the 
historical sources; in some cases the salary was given in the form of 
food, in other cases it w^ a set amount of money.^^* 

It is narrated that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab employed 

‘ Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood in charge of the judiciary and the bc^t al-mdl, 
‘Uthman ibn Haneef in charge of what was irrigated by the Euphrates 
and ‘Ammar ibn Yasir in charge of prayer and the troops. He gave 
them a sheep each day, giving half of it and its organs and feet to 
‘Ammar ibn Yasir, because he was in charge of prayers and the 
troops; and he gave one quarter of it to ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood and 
the other quarter to ‘Uthman ibn Haneef 

It is also narrated that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab gave ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As a salary of two hundred dindrs when he was govemor of 
Egypt.^^^ The salary of Saknan al-Farisi when he was in charge of 
thirty thousand people in al-Mada’in was five thousand dirhams; 
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because of his asceticism he used to eat from what he eamed by his 
own hands by making mats of palm-leaves, and he would give his 
salaiy in charity.^^® 

There are various other reports about the salaries that ‘Umar 
gave to his govemors; undoubtedly the variations mentioned in these 
reports stem from ongoing developments and changes during 
‘Umar’s caliphate; it does not make sense to think tbat salaries would 
remain the same from the beginning to the end of his reign, since 
circumstances changed, prices varied and needs altered as the result 
of the spread of conquests and the increased income to the bayt al- 
mdlP^ It is narrated that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab gave Mu‘awiyah a 
salary of ten thousand dinars per year for his work as govemor of 
S^nia, and ‘Umar gave the leaders of annies and towns salaries that 
ranged between seven and nine thousaud, according to what they 
needed of food and other things.^^^ 

Some agents did not want to take these salaries in retum for 
their work as govemors for the MusUms, but ‘Umar made them 
accept them. ‘Umar said to one of his govemors: “Did I not tell you to 
take care of some of the Muslims’ aAairs, and now when you are 
given money in retum for your work, you object?” He said, “That’s 
right.” ‘Umar said, “Why is that?” He said, “I have horses and slaves 
and I am well off. I want my work to be an act of charity for the 
Muslims.” ‘Umar said, “Do not do that. I wanted to do the same 
thing that you want. The Messenger of Allah would give me a 
pa^unent and I would say, ‘Give it to one who has more need of it 
than me.’ But the Prophet (^) said, «‘Take it and keep it, and give 
some in charity. Whatever of this money eomes to you without you 
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asking for it or hoping for it, take it, otherwise do not wish for 

it,»,»133 

Whatever the case, the principle of giving salaries to agents 
and making them independent of the people is an Islamic principle 
which was enjoined by the Messenger (^) and foIiowed by the 
Rightly-Guided Caliphs after hun. They made their agents 
independent so that they had no need of people’s wealth, and they 
freed them to work in the interests of the Islamic state.^^'* 

2.3.8. Treating agents and govemors if they fell sick 

Mu‘ayqeeb, who was ‘Umar’s keeper of the bayt al-mdl, fell 
sick, and ‘Umar asked for a remedy for him from everyone who had 
any medical knowledge. Then two men came from Yemen and he 
asked: “Do you have any remedy that you can offer this righteous 
man, for his pain is getting worse?” They said, “We cannot take away 
his illness, but we can give him some treatment that will stop it from 
getting any worse.” ‘Umar said, “It will be a blessing if it stops it 
from getting any worse.” They said, “Does colocyntii (bitter-apple) 
grow in your land?” He said, “Yes.” They said, “Gather some of it 
for us.” ‘Umar issued orders and two large basketluls were gathered 
for him. They went and cut each colocynth in two, then they made 
Mu‘ayqeeb Ue down. Each of them took one of his feet and started 
rubbing the bottom of the foot with the colocynth; when it wore out 
they picked up another and carried on. Then they let him go. ‘Umar 
said, “His pain wiU not get worse.” The narrator said: “By Allah, 
aller that Mu‘ayqeeb was fine and his pain did not get any worse, 
until he died.”^^^ 
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2.4. Duties of govemors 

Because of the position in which Allah had put them, and the 
heavy burden that was placed on their shoulders, ‘Umar took care to 
remind them of the following duties: 

2.4.1. Establishing religious affairs 

Such as spreading Islam among the people, establishing 
regular prayer, protecting Islam and its timdamentals, building 
mosques, organizing the Hajj, and carrying out hadd punishments. 

Spreading Islam 

This period was a time of great conquests, which meant that 
govemors had to strive to spread Islam in the conquered lands, with 
the help of the Sahdbah who were with them.^^^ At the time of 
‘Umar, Yazeed ibn Abi Sutiyan, who was a govemor in Syria, wrote 
to him saying: “The people of Syria are many in number and have 
lilled the cities; they need someone to teach them the Qur’an and 
Islam; help me with men who can teach them.” So ‘Umar sent five of 
the Jugaha’ of tiie Sahdbah to him.*^^ ‘Umar was weU known for 
fiequently saying, “By Allah, I do not send my govemors to you to 
beat you and take your wealtii; rather I send them to you to teach you 
your religion and the Sunnah of your Prophet. ” ‘Umar used to say 
to his govemors: “We have not appointed you to shave the hair of the 
Muslims and to beat them; rather we have appointed you to establish 
regular prayer and teach them the Qur’an.”^^^ And ‘Umar sent a 
number of teachers to the Islamic cities where they foimded famous 
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schools, as we have mentioned above. 

Establishing regular prayer 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (i^) would write to his govemors: “The 
most importaut of yoxir affairs in my view is prayer; whoever piays 
regularly has protected his faith, but whoever neglects it is bound to 
be more neghgent in other issues of faith.”^'*° 

‘Umar also emphasized to his govemors the importance of 
estabhshing regular prayer among the people, as he said: “We have 
appointed you to establish regular prayer and teach them knowledge 
and the Qur’an.”^'** ‘Umar would state in his letters of appointment 
that So and so was in charge of the prayer and the troops, as in the 
document in which he appointed ‘Ammar ibn Yasir in charge of the 
prayer and the troops, and ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood in charge of the 
judiciary and the bayt al-mdl}^^ The fiiqaha’ who wrote about 
Islamic pohtics spoke of the importance of prayer with regard to the 
mler, and how that had great signiticance in this world and in the 
Hereatter.*'*^ 

Protecting Islam and its jundamentals 

‘Umar was keen to protect Islam and its sound bases, which 
had been revealed to the Messenger of Allah (^). He strove hard to 
revive the Suimah of the Messenger and to put an end to innovation. 
He also strove to respect the religion of Allah and revive the Sunnah 
of the Messenger of AUah (^). He ordered that a man be exiied 
because he frequentty provoked discussions about the ambiguous 
verses of the Our^an.^'^ He also enjoined qiydm (Tardweeh) in 
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Rama^n, and issued similar instmctions for all regions.^"*^ He wrote 
to Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari saying: “I have heard that some people 
under your care are using the call of the Jahiliyah (calling on their 
people to attack other people); when this letter of mine reaches you, 
punish them severely both fmancially and physically, so that they 
will be scared even if they do not understand.^"*^ 

Building mosques 

Some statistics state that 4000 mosques were built during 
‘Umar’s caliphate in the Arab regions alone. The govemors were 
well known for building mosques in the areas that they govemed, 
such as ‘lyad ibn Ghanam, who founded a number of mosques in 
various parts of Arabia.^"*^ 

Organizing the Hajj 

At the time of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, the govemors were 
responsible for organizing the pilgrims’ affairs and ensuring the 
safety of those who werc going for Hajjj from their provinces. The 
govemors appointed leaders for the Hajjj caravans and stipulated the 
times of travĕl so that the pilgriras would not leave except with the 
govemor’s permission. The Jugaha’ subsequently stipulated that 
organizing the pilgrims was one of the tasks of the go^emor.^"*^ 

Carrying out hadd punishments 

‘ Amr ibn al-‘As carried out the hadd punishment on one of the 
sons of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab in Egypt, then ‘Umar himself punished 
him, and it was said that he died from the effects of that whipping.^^^ 
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The govemors camed out gisds executions without the pennission of 
the caliph, until ‘Umar wrote to them telling them: “Do not kiU 
anyone without my permission.”'^® So they began to ask ‘Umar for 
permission to carry out executions before doing so. Canying out 
hadd punishments is both a religious and a worldly matter that was 
taken as seriously by the caliphs and their govemors as other rituals 
of Islam.*^* 

2.4.2. Ensuring the people's 
secmity in their own lands 

Maintaining secuiity in the province was one of the most 
important duties of the govemor. In order to achieve that, he would 
do a number of things, the most important of which was carrying out 
hadd punishments on sinners and evildoers in the case of crimes 
which threatened people’s Uves and property.^^^ In a letter whieh 
‘Umar (^) sent to Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari he said: “Make the 
evildoers scared...”^^^ 

Canying out the duty of jihad against the enemy also played a 
major role in ensuring the security of the Islamic lands.^^'* 

2.4.3. Jihad for the sake of AUah 

If we examine the names of the govemors firom the beginning 
of Abu Bakr’s caliphate rmtil the caliphate of ‘Umar we wiU see that 
they played a major role in the conquests; indeed they were sent as 
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coimnanders to the lands that had not yet been conquered, and they 
conquered them and then set about organizing their atiaire — such as 
the govemors of Syria, Abu ‘Ubaydah, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, Yazeed ibn 
Abi Suriyan and Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah, and the govemors of Iraq 
such as al-Muthanna ibn Harithah, Khalid ibn al-Waleed, ‘lyad ibn 
Ghanam and others.^^^ 

At the time of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs, as well as being 
administrators, the govemors were also Mujdhideen who faced the 
enemy; that did not distract them from doing the duties that had been 
assigned to them. The historical sources speak of the deeds of the 
govemors in support of the jihad movement, the most important of 
which were: 

♦t* Sending yolunteers for iihad 

❖ Defending the proyince against the enemy : ‘Umar said, “Your 

right over me is that I should protect your borders.” 

❖ Fortifviag cities : ‘Umar issued orders that fortresses should be 

built for the trihes who went to settle in Giza, in Egypt, fearing 
that surprise attacks might be launched against them.^^® 

*X* Seeking out news of the enemy : It is weU known that Abu 
‘Ubaydah used to seek out precise information on Byzantine 
gatherings in Syria, and he would stage some tactical 
withdrawals on the basis of this information.*^^ 

❖ Supplying horses to the regions : ‘Umar implemented a policy 

throughout the state of Supplying hoises that were needed for 
jihad throughout the Muslim regions, according to need. He 
allocated some land to the people of Basra for the breeding and 
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traiiung of horses.*^* ‘Umar also gave some laad to some of 
the Muslims in Damaseus for the care of horses, but they 
cultivated it instead, so he took it away from them and 
imposed a fme on them, for going against the purpose for 
which the land had been given to them, which was to breed 
horses. ‘Umar had four thousand horses in Koofah, which 
were looked after by Salman ibn Rabee‘ah al-Ba h i li and some 
of the people of Koofah, who trained them and took care of 
them. There was a similar set-up in Basra and in all the eight 
regions.^^^ These horses were prepared to go to the immediate 
defence of the Islaraic state when needed.^^ 

♦J* Teaching children and preparing them for iihad : ‘Umar wrote to 
the people of the regions, commanding them to teach their 
children horsemanship, swimming aud archery. A boy was 
strack by an arrow during training in Syria and died. They 
wrote to ‘Umar to teU him about that, but that did not deter him 
from his command to teach the children archery.^^^ 

❖ Checking on records of the troops : ‘Umarpaid special attentionto 
the records of the troops, based on his belief that the people of 
the regions were most in need of such records, especially in the 
regions that were close to the enemy, for those were the 
regions that needed troops on an ongoing basis.^^^ 

The govemors were directly responsible for the military 
records, despite the fact that there were some other oIBcials who took 
care of that matter. But because the govemors were also commanders 
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of the troops, they were responsible for the military records ia their 
lands, as deputies of the caliph.^®^ 

❖ Implementing treaties : Some treaties were drawn up between Abu 
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah and some of the cities of S^nia; the 
same was also ttue of govemors in Iraq, such as Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas, Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari aud others. In addition to that, 
the govemors were also keen to protect the individual and 
communal rights of the dhimmis and to implement the treaties, 
in accordance with the commands of shari^ah.*^'* ‘Umar 
enjoined proper care of ahl adh-dhimmah and said: “I urge you 
to take care of those who are under the protection of Allah and 
His Messenger (^), and to protect them ffom their enemies, 
and not to burden them with more than they can bear.”^^^ 

2.4.4. Strivmg hard to ensure that 
people receive their stipends 

‘Umar said: “If I live, I would not leave the widows of Iraq in 
need of anyone after me.” We should not forget the attitude of‘Umar 
during the year of ar-Ramadah, when famine was widespread. ‘Umar 
mobilized all the resources of the state to resolve the crisis and feed 
the hungry. Al-Bayhaqi narrated in his Sunan that ‘Umar spent on the 
people alTected by the famine of ar-Ramadah, until rain fell and they 
started moving on fi*om Madeenah. ‘Umar went out to them, riding a 
horse, and watched as they were moving on, with tears Aowing down 
his cheeks. A man fi:om Banu Muharib ibn Khasfah said: “I bear 
witness that you are relieved, and you are not the son of slave 
woman” — praising ‘Uraar. ‘Umar said to him, “Woe to you! I 
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would accq)t this praise if I had spent my own wealth or the wealth of 
al-Khattab, but I spent the wealth of Allah.”*^® And ‘Umar said, 
“Your right over me is that I will not collect anything of your taxes 
and I will not take any of the booty (fay that Allah has bestowed 
upon you, except in a proper manner. Your right over me is that if I 
collect something, I will not spend it except in the proper manner. 
Yout right over me is that I will increase your stipends and provision, 
if Allah wills.”*®^ 

Tbe distribution of stipends at the time of ‘Umar was done 
regularly, in an organized manner. They were not given only to the 
inhabitants of the cities, rather the tribes in the desert were also given 
stipends. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab used to go around to the tribes who 
lived near Madeenah and distribute their stipends to them himself, 
and he wrote to some of his govemors telling them to give the people 
their stipends and provision. ‘Umar wrote saying that this was their 
booty that Allah had bestowed upon them; it did not belong to ‘Umar 
or to the family of ‘Umar, so divide it among the people.’^^* 

‘Umar did not stop at making sure that people got their share, 
rather he also strove to ensure that people had enough food. During 
one of his visits to Syria, Bilal ibn Rabah came to him and said: “O’ 
Ameer al-Mu’mineen, by Allah, the commanders of your army in 
Syria do not eat anything but the ilesh of fowls and hne bread, but the 
common fo]k of the Muslim do not eat such things.” ‘Umar asked 
them, “Is what Bilal is saying true?” Yazeed ibn Abi Suhyan said to 
him, “O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, the prices in our country are low and 
we can buy that which Biial mentioned here for what it costs to feed 
our families m the Hijaz.” ‘Umar { 4 ^) said, “By Allah, I will not 
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leave until you guarantee for me the provision of the Muslims each 
month.” Then he said, “See how much is sufficient for a raan to get 
the food he likes.” They said, “Two measures of wheat and enough 
olive oil and vinegar to go with it, at the beginning of each month.” 
So they ^iaranteed that to him, then he said, “O’ Muslims, this is in 
addition to your stipends. If your agents fulfil what I have aUocated to 
you, and they give it to you every month, that is what I want. But if 
they do not do that, then tell me, so that I can dismiss them and 
appoint others in their stead.”^®^ 

‘Umar was also keen to distribute food throughout the regions, 
cheek on the markets and prevent hoarding, and his govemors also 
checked on the markets. He also commanded merchants to travel and 
bring what the Mushms needed and make it available in their 
markets. ‘Umar and his govemors did not stop at securing the food 
supply and checking on the markets only, rather the issue of 
accommodation and the distribution thereof was another task that 
was entmsted to the govemors of towns and cities. When the new 
cities (amsdr) were founded and laid out, he distributed land to the 
people to live in, in Koofah and Basra^^^ and in al-Fustat. The 
govemors also supervised the division of houses in conquered cities 
such as Homs, Damascus, Alexandria, etc.^^^ 

2.4.5. Appointment of agents and employees 

The appointment of agents and employees was another task 
that was allocated to the govemors in many cases. A province usually 
consisted of a major city and other cities and regions that belonged to 
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the proYince. It needed its atlairs to be organized, so the govemors 
appointed agents and employees to represent them in those areas, 
whether they were local leaders or eollectors of taxes (khardj). These 
appointments were usuaUy made by agreement between the caliph 
and the govemor.*^^ 

2.4.6. Taking care of tM adh-dhimmah 

Taking care of ahl adh-dhimmah, respecting treaties with 
them, lutSIImg their rights as granted by shari‘ah, asking them to do 
their duties towards the Muslims, checking on their situation, 
restoring their rights iu accordance with shari‘ah when they had been 
wronged, were all duties of the govemor. The caliphs set specific 
conditions for ahl adh-dhimmah in most cases before entering into 
treaties with them, then they guaranteed their rights and asked them 
to adhere to those conditions.^^^ 

2.4.7. Consulting people of w^dom in the 
province and honouring prominent people 

‘Umar emphasized the importance of consulting wise people 
in their lands. The govemors implemented this principle and held 
gatherings where they would consult the people. He commanded his 
govemors to continually consult the people of wisdom*^^, and he 
asked them to honour people in accordance with thek statos. ‘Umar 
wrote to Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari saying: “I have heard that you aUow 
aU kinds of people to come to you. When this letter of mine reaches 
you, allow the noble people and people of the Qur’an, piety and 


Al-Wildyah ‘ala al-Bulddn, 2/79. 
Ibid, 2/80. 




76 The Pigh of ‘Umar ibn al-KhaUdb 


religious commitment to come in first. When they have taken their 
sets, then allow the common foIk; to come in.” He also wrote to him 
saying: “People refer liietr matters to the prominent people, so 
honour the prominent people, for it is enough for the weak Muslim to 
be treated fairly with regard to judgement and division of wealth.”^^^ 

2.4.8. Looking at the developmental 
needs of the province 

During his govemorship, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas dug a channel 
in response to a request fi:om some of the Persian leaders in the 
interests of the farmers in the area. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab wrote to 
Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari commanding him to dig a channel for the 
people of Basra, and Abu Moosa dug a channel four parasangs long 
to bring water to the inhabitants of Basra.*^* When founding the 
famous cities of Koofah, Basra and al-Fustat ‘Umar’s govemors also 
paid attention to laying out streets, distributing land, building 
mosques, securing water sources and other public interests of these 
cities. They also encouraged people to settle in areas that were less 
desirable because of their proximity to the enemy or for other 
reasons. They offered them incentives and land grants to encourage 
them to remain there. ‘Umar and ‘Uthman did that in Antioch 
(Antakiya) and in some parts of Mesopotamia. 

2.4.9. Paying attention to the social affairs 
of the inhabitants of the provinces 

When delegations came to ‘Umar (j^), he would ask them 
about their govemor and they would say good things. He would ask 
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them, Does he visit the sick? And they would say yes. He would ask 
them, Does he visit slaves when they are sick? And they would say 
yes. He would ask, How does he treat the weak? Do they sit at his 
door (waiting to be admitted)? If they said no to any of these 
questions, he would dismiss that govemor.^^^ ‘Umar would dismiss a 
govemor if he heard tbat he did not visit the sick and did not admit 
the weak.**” ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab was also keen for his agents to 
appear humble before the people, so that the people would feel that 
the govemor was one of them and was not different from them. 
‘Umar stipulated that his govemors should ride mounts and wear 
clothes of the same standard as the people, and he forbade them to 
have doorkeepers and gatekeepers.^*^ 

2.4.10. Not discriminatmg between 
Arabs and non-Arabs 

The govemors were obliged to treat people equaliy and not to 
differentiate between Arabs and other Muslims. Some people came 
to a govemor of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and he gave to the Arabs and 
not to the non-Arabs. ‘Umar wrote to him saying: “It is suBBcient evil 
for a man to despise his Muslim brother.” According to another 
report, he wrote to him saying; “Why did you not treat them 
equally?”*^^ 

There are a number of other moral duties which are enjoined 
by Islam, such as lullilling covenants, being sincere in one’s work, 
remembering that AUah is always watching in everything that one 
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does, being prepared to cooperate with others in all good and 
righteous deeds, and the obligation to be sincere towards Allah, His 
Messenger, the leaders of the Muslims and their common folk, for 
this is in the interests of all.^*^ In addition to adheiing to these 
obligations, the govemor was also required to propagate them among 
the people in his province, through his khutbahs, writing, preaching 
and dealings. The govemors at the time of the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs — in general — were fine examples of these moral attitudes 
and duties, both in personal matters and in the way in which they 
interacted with the people.*®"* 

2.5. Translation in the provinces and 
the working hours of the govemors 

2.5.1. Translation in the provmces 

Tianslation was regarded as a means of helping the govemors 
at the time of the Rightly-Guided Cahphs, and diere was a real need 
for it in many cases. ‘Umar asked his govemors in Iraq to seiid to 
Madeenah some of the Persian chiettains so that he could discuss the 
kharaj with them. They sent him some chiettains and a translator 
along with them.^*^ It is reported that al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah 
knew a little of the Persian language, and he translated for ‘Umar and 
al-Hormuzan in Madeenah.^®^ 
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Knowledge of translation is something that was well lcn own in 
the Islamie state, at the time of the Rightly-Guided Caiiphs and 
before that If we remember that the khardj records were not written 
in Arabic, Ihen we will realize the extent of the need for translators in 
the provinces who could translate in cases of khardj and other 
matters. The agents in charge of the khardj were mostly Persians or 
non-Arabs. The spread of newcomers to the faith in the various 
Islamic regions also made the need for translation a top priority in 
judicial and other matters, as did the need for negotiations between 
the leaders of the conquests, who were mostly govemors, and the 
peoples of the conquered lands.^^^ 

2.5.2. Working hoturs of the govemors 

There was no precise detinition of the working hours at the 
time of ‘Umar. The caliph and his govemors worked at all hours, and 
they did not have doorkeepers. Some of them used to patrol at night, 
and their example in that regard was ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab himself, 
who was famous for walking about at night on his patrols of 
Madeenah. The people would meet the govemor at various times, 
asking him to deal with their a£fairs, and they did not fin d anyone 
who would prevent them irom entering to meet the govemor on the 
grounds that this was not the time for work. The govemors were well 
known for their eagemess to finish tasks straight away, with no delay. 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab wrote conceming this to Abu Moosa al- 
Ash‘ari, saying: “Do not put off today’s work until tomorrow, lest 
work accumulate and you achieve nothing.”*®* 
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3. ^Umar^s Checkirig on his Govemors 

3.1. Checking on govemors 

‘Umar did not stop at selecting the best men to work as his 
agents and govemors, rather he strove hard to follow up on them and 
check on thera after appointing them, to be sure that they were doing 
well, and for fear that they might deviate or drift away. His slogan 
was: “It is better for me to dismiss one govemor 6very day than to 
leave a wrongdoer in place for even one minute.”**^ And he said: 
“Any govemor of mine who wrongs anyone and I hear of his 
wrongdoing, Lf I do not change him, then I have wronged him.”^^° 
One day he said to those who were around him: “What do you think, 
if I were to appoint over you the best one I could find, then command 
him to be just, would I have done what is required of me?” They said, 
“Yes. ” He said, “No, not until I see how he does, and whether he will 
do what I have commanded him or not.”^^^ 

‘Umar was very strict in checking on his govemors and agents. 
His method of administration was to give his govemors free rein in 
local affriirs, to limit them with regard to public at&irs, and then to 
watch and see how they dealt with things. He had a secret service 
which watched the govemors and the people. The historical sources 
tell us that something like the modem-day intelligence services 
existed at the time of ‘Umar and that he knew as much about those 
agents who were far away from him as those who slept with him in 
the same room. There was no region or area in which there was a 


An-Nadhm al-Isldmiyah, by Subhi as-Salih, p. 89; al-Iddrah al-Isldmiyah, 
215. 

Mandgib Ameer aTMu’mineen by Ibn al-Jawzi, p. 56; al-Iddrah al- 
Isldmiyah, 215. 

Al-Iddrah al-Isldmiyah fee ‘Ahd 'Umar ibn al-Khattdb, p. 215. 




‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 81 


govemor or army commander, but there were eyes constantly 
watching him, and the words uttered in the east and the west reached 
‘Umar every moming and evening. You can see that in the letters that 
he wrote to his govemors and agents, and some agents would accuse 
the closest people to them of spying for ‘Umar.^^^ ‘Umar had 
numerous means of checkLng on his govemors, which included the 
following: 

3.1.1. Asking the govemors to enter Madeenah by day 

‘Umar asked his govemors, when they came to Madeenah, to 
enter the city by day, and not at night, so that the wealth and booty 
that they brought could be seen and so that it would be easy to ask 
them questions and bring them to account.^^^ 

3.1.2. Asking the govemors to send delegations 

‘Umar asked the govemors to send delegations from the local 
people so that he could ask them about their lands and the khardj that 
had been imposed on them, so as to ensure that they were not being 
wronged, and he asked them to give their testimony conceming the 
situation in their lands. The khardj of Koofah was brought to him by 
ten of its people, and the khardj of Basra was brought by a similar 
number. When they appeared before him, they testified by Allah that 
it was good (haldl) wealth, and that no Muslim or mu 'dhad had been 
wronged with regard to it.^^'* This w^ suAScient to prevent govemors 
from wronging the people. If that had happened, the delegates would 
have complained to ‘Umar and told him about it. ‘Umar usually held 
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discussions with the delegates and asked them about their lands and 
about the govemors and how they treated them.’^^ 

3.1.3. Mail service 

‘Umar sent mail to the govemors in the various regions, and 
when the mail carrier wanted to retum to Madeenah, he would issue 
orders that the call be given to the people, asking whether anyone 
wanted to send a letter to the caliph, so that he could carry it back to 
him without any interierence fi'om the local govemor. The mail 
earrier himself did not know anything about the letters or their 
contents, thus the people had fiee rein to send complaints of 
WTongdoing to ‘Umar himself without the govemor or his men 
knowing anything about it. When the mail carrier reached ‘Umar, he 
would give the letters he had to ‘Umar, and ‘Umar would read thera 
and see what they said.*^^ 

3.1.4. The general inspector 
(Muhammad ibn Maslamah) 

Muhammad ibn Maslamah al-Ansari was appointed by ‘Umar 
to check on the govemors and to examine any complaints that were 
made against them. The role of Muhammad ibn Maslamah was that 
of a general inspector in the caliphate. He checked on how the 
govemors were doing their job and brought to accoirat those who 
were falling short. ‘Umar sent him to check on the senior 
govemors^^^, investigate complaints, to meet the people and listen to 
them, and to transmit their opinions of their govemors directly to 
‘Umar. Muhammad ibn Maslamah also had some helpers. 
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3.1.5. The Hajj season 

The Hajj season provided ‘Umar with an opportunity to 
receive news about the people and the govemors. He made it a season 
for reAecting, checking and seeking opinions from all regions, where 
those with complaints about wrongdoing would gather, and the 
“watchers” whom ‘Umar had sentto all regions of his state to check 
on his agents and govemors would report back to him. The agents 
themselves would also come to give an account of their actions. The 
season of Hajj was Uke a “general assembly” that was as refined as 
any general assembly in any era.^^* During the Hajj season, ‘Umar 
would give a srrmmary of the govemoTs’ duties to the people, then he 
said: “Whoever has been treated differently than that, let him stand 
up.” No one of the people present stood up, on that occasion, except 
one man, which is indicative of the justice of those govemors and 
how pleased the people were with them. That man said, “Your 
govemor So and so gave me one hrmdred iashes.” ‘Umar asked the 
govemor and did not receive any satisfactory answer, so he said to 
the man, “Get up and retaliate (gisds). ” ‘Amr ibn al-‘As stood up and 
said, “O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, if you do that it will happen a lot and 
it will become something regular after you are gone.” ‘Umar said, 
“How can I not settle scores when I saw the Messenger of Allah (^) 
ailowing others to settle scores with him?” ‘Amr said, “Let us make a 
deal with him.” He said, “Here he is, make a deal with him.” So the 
agent gave him two hundred dinars, two dindrs for each blow with 
the whip.^^^ 
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3.1.6. Regular inspections of the regions 

Before he was killed, ‘Umar was thinking of travelling around 
the provinces himself, to check on the govemors and see the situation 
of the people and make sure that the affairs of his vast state were in 
order. ‘Umar said: “If I live, insha ’ Alldh, I will travel among the 
people for one year, for I know that the people have needs that I do 
not hear about. Their agents do not tell me about them and they 
cannot reach me. So I will go to S^oia and stay there for two months, 
then I wiU go to Mesopotamia and stay there for two months, then I 
will go to Koofah and stay there for two months, then I will go to 
Basra and stay there for two months, and by Allah, what a good year 
itwillbe.”^™ 

‘Umar managed to carry out some of his plan, particularly in 
Syria, as he went there seyeral times and checked on the situation and 
entered the houses of tibe govemors and agents to check closely on 
them. He entered the house of Abu ‘Ubaydah and saw how simply he 
lived, and there took place a discussion between ‘Umar and the wife 
of Abu ‘Ubaydah, in which she blamed ‘Umar for the simple and 
ascetic life they were livmg. He also visited the house of Khalid ibn 
al-Waleed, where he found that he had nothing that would attract 
attention except his weapons which he was busy repairing. 

When Adsiting these people, he would make surprise visits. He 
took with him a man who would knock at the door of the govemor 
and ask for permission for himself and the one who was with him to 
enter, without telling them that it was ‘Umar. When ‘Umar entered 
the house, he woutd examine it and check on its fumishings.^°^ 
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‘Umar heard that Yazeed ibn Abi Suhyan ate a variety of 
foods, so he waited until it was the dinner hour, then he asked 
permission to enter and meet Yazeed. When he saw his food, he told 
him not to be extravagant with regard to food.^^^ ‘Umar did not stop 
at checking on them by means of these visits, rather he used another 
method, which was sending some wealth to these govemors and 
sending people to watch them and see how they disposed of it. He 
sent five hundred dindrs to Abu ‘Ubaydah, and Abu ‘Ubaydah 
distributed the entire amount. His wife used to say: “By Allah, the 
arrival of dinars did us more harm than good.” Abu ‘Ubaydah went 
to a wom-out garment on whieh we used to pray and cut it into 
pieces, then he wrapped some of those dindrs in each piece and sent it 
to the poor, until it was all gone.^”'* 

‘Umar did the same thing with other govemors during that 
visit to Syria. He did not only check on his govemors during his 
joumey, rather he would also bring them to Madeenah and appoint 
someone to watch what they ate and drank, and what they wore, and 
he would aiso do that himselt^'^^ 

3.1.7. The archive or records of the caliphate 

‘Umar was extremely keen to preserve the documents 
pertaining to the govemors and to the cahphate in general. He was 
most concemed with preserving the treaties that the govemors had 
drawn up with the peoples of the conquered lands, lest anyone be 
wronged. It is narrated that ‘Umar ibn al-KJiatlab had a box or chest 
in which he kept every treaty that had been drawn up between him 
and others. We may caJl this chest the “archive” or records of the 
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caliphate. The govemors also had chests in which they kept their 
papers and documents, to refer to them when necessary and so that 
there would not be any coniusion about any matter.^”^ 

3.2. ComplaLints £rom the people 
about the govemors 

‘Umar (4^) would inyestigate complaints ttom the people 
about the govemors himselt. He was keen to check matters and he 
would consult the wise and knowledgeable people around him, then 
issue his eommands to reward or punish those who deserved it, 
whether they were agents or common folk.^*^^ There foUow some 
examples of complaints against govemors and how ‘Umar (4^) dealt 
with them. 

3.2.1. The complaint of the people of Koofah 
against Sa^d ibn Abi Waqqas {^) 

Some of the people of Koofah, led by al-Jarrah ibn Sinan al- 
Asadi got together and complained to ‘Umar about their govemor 
Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas {^). That happened at a time when the 
Magians were gathering in Nahawand to attack the Muslims, but this 
group was not deterred by what was facing the Muslims. Sa‘d was 
just and compassionate towards the people; he was strong and 
determined against the people of falsehood and the troublemakers, 
and kind towards the people of tmth and obedience. But despite that 
these people, who could not bear the rule of truth, started to stir up 
trouble and they wanted to achieve some of their whims and desires. 
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They chose a time to make their complaint when they thought that 
‘Umar would have no choice but to listen to them, because the 
Muslims were preparing for a decisive battle which required that 
there be unity among the Muslims. They knew how deeply 
concemed ‘Umar was for the Muslims to be united at all times, 
especially in such circumstances, so they hoped they would achieve 
what they wanted. The caliph responded to their request and 
investigated their complaint, even though he knew that they were evil 
people who foIlowed their whims and desires. He did not hide what 
he thought of them; rather he told them bluntly and expiamed to them 
that the fact that he thought they were wronging their govemor and 
makmg false accusations against him would not stop him hrom 
investigating the matter. He proved to tiiem why he thought that their 
intentions were bad when he said: “The fact that your intentions are 
bad is proven by your choice of time, when your enemy is mobilizing 
its forces. By Allah, that will not stop me firom investigating your 
case, even if the enemy attacks you.”^°* 

‘Umar sent Muhammad ibn Maslamah, at the time when the 
people were preparing to do battle with the Persians and the Persians 
were preparing to attack the Muslims. Muhammad ibn Maslamah 
was the one who was appointed to investigate complaints made 
against agents and govemors at the time of ‘Umar. Muhammad came 
to Sa‘d and went around Koofah with him, whilst the Muslims were 
mobiliring to head for Nahawand. Sa‘d took him around to the 
mosques of Koofah, and he did not ask anyone about him secretly, for 
it was not their habit to conduct mvestigations in secret at that 
time.^”^ This shows us the method used by the Sahdbah in 
investigatmg disputes that arose between people in charge and those 
who were under them. The investigation was conducted openly, in 
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the presence of the person in charge and those for whom he was 
responsible. He did not stop at any mosque and ask the people about 
Sa‘d but they said, “We know nothing but good about him and we do 
not want anyone else (as govemor). We will not say anything against 
him and we wdl not help anyone against him,” except those who 
were on the side of al-Jarrah ibn Sinan and his companions; they kept 
quiet and did not say anything bad, because they had no justihcation 
for doing so, but they deliberately did not praise him. Then they came 
to Banu ‘Abs. Muhammad said: “I adjure by Allah any man who 
knows the tmth to speak it.” Usamah ibn QatMah said, “By Allah, if 
you adjure us, I would say that he does not divide equally, and he is 
not just towards the people, and he does not lead us in war.” Sa‘d 
said, “By Allah, if he says that he is lying and showing off. May his 
sight be taken away, may the number of his dependents increase, and 
may he be exposed to temptation.” He went blind, he was given ten 
daughters, and whenever he heard of any woman he would go to her 
and pursue her. When he was caught, he said, “The prayer of Sa‘d, 
the blessed man. ” Then Sa‘d began to pray against them, saying: “O’ 
Allah, tf they are rebelling out of arrogance and falsely, then strike 
them with Your calamities.” Then they were stmck with calamities. 
Al-Jarrah was killed with the sword on the day when they rebelled 
against al-Hasan ibn ‘Ali and tried to assassinate him in Sabat. 
Qabeesah was struck with rocks and died. Arbad was killed by a 
blow witih a sword handle. This report gives us examples of how 
Allah supports His pious friends, as He answered the prayer of Sa‘d 
against those who had wronged him and they were all stricken as the 
result of his du‘d’ against them. It also shows us how Allah’s 
response to the du ‘d ’ of Sa‘d and others like him is a kind of divine 
care for the pious close friends of Allah. The fact that these people 
against whom Sa‘d prayed met with a bad end indicates that evil was 
tirmly established in their souls, which led them to that bad end. Sa‘d 
defended himself and said: “I was the first man to shed blood among 
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the mushrikeen, and the Messenger of Allah (^) mentioned both of 
his parents when he spoke of me, ahd he had not done so for anyone 
before me — that was when he said to him on the day of Uhud: 
«‘Shoot, may my father and mother be sacriSiced for you!’» — I 
remember when I was one of only five in Islam, and Banu Asad are 
claiming that I do not pray properly or that tihe hunt has distracted 
me.” Muhammad ibn Maslamah went with h im and with them to 
‘Umar and when they came to him, he told them the story. ‘Umar 
tumed to Sa‘d and asked: “O’ Sa‘d, woe to you, how do you pray?” 
Sa‘d said, “I make the first two rak‘ahs long and the last two rak‘ahs 
short.” ‘Umar said, “That is what I thought.” Then ‘Umar (4^) said, 
“ Were it not for the need for caution, the way to deal with them would 
be clear.” Then he asked, “Whom do you appoint as your successor 
in Koofah, O’ Sa‘d?” He said, “ ‘AbduUah ibn ‘AbduUah ibn ‘Utban.” 
‘Umar approved and appointed hi m as govemor.^^® 

‘Umar’s words, “Were it not for the need for caution, the way 
to deal with them would be clear” mean that they were ignorant 
wrongdoers, and it was obvious that Sa‘d was innocent of what they 
attributed to him, but caution for the sake of the ummah necessitated 
warding off Jitnah and nipping it in the bud, before it got any worse 
and led to trouble, division and maybe hghting. If the accused person 
was innocent of what was attributed to him, then nothing would harm 
him once he had been proven innocent of the accusations against 
him. They understood govemorship as a burden, not an opportunity; 
it was a duty for which they hoped for reward A^om Allah. Being 
appointed in charge of any of the Muslims’ affairs is a kind of 
righteous deed for the one who fears Allah and seeks His pleasure 
and the Herealler. If this deed becomes a source of Jitnah, wisdom 
dictates that one should not continue in it, as was the case here. This 
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is what ‘Umar did when he relieved Sa‘d of his post and appointed 
his deputy who was tmsted by Sa‘d.^“ ‘Umar kept Sa‘d in Madeenah 
and approved of the mau whom Sa‘d nominated to succeed him in 
Koofah. Thus Sa‘d became one of ‘Umar’s consultants in 
Madeenah.^^^ Then he nominated him as one of the six candidates for 
the caliphate when he was stabbed, and he urged the caliph who 
succeeded him to appoint Sa‘d as a govemor, and said; “I did not 
dismiss him for something bad, but I feared that his reputation might 
be tamished because of that.”^^^ 

3.2.2. Complaints against 'Anur ibn ayAs, 
the govemor of Egypt 

‘Umar kept a strict watch on ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, and the caliph 
intervened in the aSairs of the province on occasion. When ‘Amr ibn 
al-‘As had a minbar made for himself, he wrote to him, sa^dng; “I 
have heard that you have acquired a minbar to raise yourself above 
the heads of the Muslims. Is it not sufficient for you that you stand 
with the Muslims at your feet? I insist that you should break it.”^^^* 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As feared ‘Umar’s checking on him. He knew 
how keen ‘Umar was that justice should be established among the 
people, and that the limits set by shari‘ah be adhered to, so he did his 
utmost to ensure that no news reached ‘Umar but that which woUld 
ple^^e him. An example of that occurred when ‘Abdur-Rahunan ibn 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and another man drank something without 
realizing that it was an mtoxicant, and they became intoxicated. Then 
they came to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and asked him to carry out the hadd 


At-Tdreekh al-Mdmi by al-Humaydi, 11/222. 
Dawr al-Hijdz fee al-Haydt as-Siydsiyah, p. 257. 
Tdreeldi at-Tabari, 5/225. 

Futooh Misr wa Akhbdnihd, p. 92. 




‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 91 

pimishment on them. ‘Amr rebuked them and threw them out, and 
‘Abdur-Ratoan said to him: “If you do not do it, I will tell my 
father!” ‘Amr said, “I realized that if I did not carry out the hadd 
punishment on them, ‘Umar would be angry and wotild dismiss me.” 
Then ‘Amr Aogged them in front of the people, but he shaved their 
heads inside his house, and the usual procedure was to shave the head 
at the same time as Aogging, in frontof the people. Then he received 
a letter from ‘Umar, rebuking him for not shaving their heads in front 
of the people, in which he said: “You Aogged ‘Abdur-Rahman inside 
your house and you shaved his head inside your house, although you 
knew that this was against my wishes! ‘Abdur-Raitoan is one of the 
men under your authority, and you should treat hun as you would 
treat any other Muslim. But you said, he is the son of the caliph, 
although you know that I do not compromise for anyone with regard 
to a duty that is owed to Allah.”^^^ 

Other complaints were also made against ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 
during his govemorship; some of them came from his Muslim troops, 
and some came fiom the Egyptians, which led ‘Umar to smnmon 
‘ Amr ibn al-‘As on several occasions, to rebuke him and sometimes 
to punish him for what he had done. An example of that was when 
one of the Egyptians complained that a son of ‘Amr ibn aI-‘As had 
strack hi m with a whip, which led ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab to summon 
‘Amr and his son. He then commanded the Egyptian to settle the 
score with the son of ‘ Amr ibn al-‘As, and he said to him: “If you had 
hit his father ‘Amr, we would not have stopped you.” Then ‘Umar 
tumed to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and spoke his famous words: “When did 
you enslave people whose mothers bore them free?”^*^ 

Another incident which comes under this heading was when 
one of the soldiers complained about ‘Amr ibn al-‘As who had 
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accused him of hypocrisy. ‘Umar sent a letter ordering that ‘Amr 
should be made to sit before the people and be whipped by this man if 
the testimony of witnesses proved that what this soldier said was trae. 
The soldier’s complaint was proven by testimony, that ‘Amr had 
accused him of being a hypocrite. The people tried to stop the soldier 
from hitting ‘Amr, and to accept money in compensation instead, but 
he retiised that. When the man stood by ‘ Amr to hit him he said, “Is 
there anyone who will stop me from hitting you?” ‘Amr said, “No, 
go ahead with what you have been commanded to do. ” He said, “I let 
you off”^^^ 

3.2.3. Complaints against Abu Moosa al-Ash^ari, 
the govemor of Basra 

It was narrated jBrom Jareer ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajali Ihat a man 
who had a loud voice and was very tough with the enemy in battle 
was with Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari. They got some booty and Abu 
Moosa gave him part of his share, but he insisted on havmg it all. 
Abu Moosa gave him twenty lashes and shaved his head. The mati 
gathered up his hair and went to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, and entered to 
meet him. Jareer said; “I was the closest of the people to ‘Umar. He 
took out his hair and threw it at ‘Umar’s chest, then he said, “Were it 
not for the Hellfire.” ‘Umar said, “That’s right, were it not for tiie 
Hellfire.” He said,“0’ Ameeral-Mu ‘mineen, I had aloud voice and I 
was very tough with the enemy in battle,” and he told him his story. 
He then said, “Abu Moosa gave me twenty lashes and shaved my 
head, and he thinks that no one can settle the score with him.” ‘Umar 
(4^) said, “If all the people were as firm as this man, that would be 
dearer to me than all the booty that AUah has granted us. ‘Umar wrote 
to Abu Moosa saying: “Peace be upon you. So and so has told me 
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such and such. If you did that before a group of people, then I urge 
you to sit before a group of people so that he may settle the score with 
you. If you did that with no people around, then I urge you to sit 
where there are no people around and let him settle the score with 
you.” The man came, and the people said to him, “Let him o£f.” He 
said, “No, by AUah, I would not let him off for the sake of any man. ” 
When Abu Moosa sat for him to settle the score, the man raised his 
head and looked up at the heavens, then he said, “O’ Allah, I have let 
him off.”^^* 

It was narrated that ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (i^) said; “We were 
with ‘Umar on a joumey when he saw a man mshing. He said, ‘This 
man is looking forus.’ The man came and wept, and ‘Umar wept, and 
asked, ‘What is the m atter with you?’ He said, ‘O’ Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen, I drank alcohol, and Abu Moosa hit me and blackened 
my face and paraded me before the people, and told the people not to 
sit with me. I thought of taking my sword and stritdng Abu Moosa 
with it, or of coming to you and asking you to send me to a land 
where 1 am not known, or of going to live in the land of shirk.’ ‘Umar 
wept and said, ‘I would not bke you to go and live in the land of 
shirk, even if I have such and such in retum. ’ And he said, ‘If you are 
one of those who drank alcohol, then the people drank alcohol during 
the Jdhiliyah.’ Then ‘Umar wrote to Abu Moosa, saying, ‘So and so 
came to me and told me such and such. When this letter of mme 
reaches you, tell the people to sit with him and to mix with him. If he 
repents, then accept his testimony.’ And he gave him some clothes 
and ordered that he be given two hundred dirhams?'^^ According to 
another report, he said, ‘So and so the son of So and so from Banu 
Tameem has told me such and such. By Allah, if you do that again I 
will certainly blacken your face and parade you before the people. If 
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you waut to know whether I mean what I say, then do it again. And 
tell the people to eat with him and sit with him, and if he repents then 
aceept his testimony.’ And ‘Umar gave him a suit of clothes and a 
mount, and gave him two hundred dirhams."^^^ This story shows us 
how keen ‘Umar was that none of his govemors should overstep the 
mark in canying out hadd punishments on sinners.^^^ 

3.2.4. The complaints of the people of Homs 
against Sa'eed ibn 'Amir 

Khalid ibn Ma’dan said: ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab appointed 
Sa‘eed ibn ‘Amir al-Jumahi over us in Homs. When ‘Umar came to 
Homs he said: “O’ people of Homs, how do you find your 
govemor?” and they complained about him. The people of Homs 
were known as “the iittle Koofah” because of their complaints about 
their govemors. They said: “We have four complaints about him. He 
does not come out to us until late in the day.” He said, ‘ Th is is a 
serious matter. What else?” They said, “He does not respond to 
anyone at night.” He said, ‘This is a serious matter. What else?” 
They said, “There is one day in the month when he does not come out 
to us.” He said, “This is a serious matter. What else?” They said: 
“Sometimes he passes out. ” ‘Umar gathered them and b im together 
and said, “O’ AUah, do not prove me wrong in my view of him this 
day,” then he began to judge the matter. He asked them in front of 
him, “What is your complaint against him?” They said, “He does not 
come out to us until the late in the day.” ‘Umar asked, “What do you 
say?” Sa‘eed said, “By Allah, I did not want to mention it. My family 
has no servant, so I make dough and wait for it to rise, then I bake my 
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bread, then I do wudoo’, then come out to them.” ‘Umar asked, 
“What is your complaint against him?” They said, “He does nor 
respond to anyone at night.” ‘Umar asked, “What do you say?” 
Sa‘eed said, “By Allah, I did not want to mention it. I have set aside 
the day for them and the night for Allah.” ‘Umar then asked, “What 
is youT complaint against him?” They said, “There is one day in the 
month when he does not come out to us. ” ‘Umar asked, “What do 
you say?” Sa‘eed said, “I have no servant to wash my garment for me 
and I have no garment other than this, so I wait for it to dry, then I put 
it on and come out to them at the end of the day.” ‘Umar asked, 
“What is your complaint against him?” They said, “Sometimes he 
passes out.” ‘Umar asked, “What do you say?” Sa‘eed said, “I 
witnessed the killing of Khubayb al-Ansari in Makkah when 
Quraysh cut his flesh and tied him to a tree trunk and said, ‘Would 
you like Muhammad to be in your place?’ He said, ‘By Allah, I 
would not like to be with my tamily and my children and see 
Muhammad pricked by a thom.’ Then he called out, ‘O’ 
Muhammad! ’ Whenever I remember that day and how I failed to help 
him at that time, when I was a mushrik mid did not beheve in Allah 
the Ahnighty, I think that Allah will never forgive me for that sin. 
Then I pass out.” ‘Umar said, “Praise be to Allah Who has not 
proved my instinct wrong.” He sent him with a thousand dinars and 
said, “Use it to help yourself,” and he Sa‘eed distributed it.^^^ 

3.2.5. Disnussal of an agent who 
made fun of one of the peopie 

Qays ibn Abi Hazim (may Allah have mercy on him) narrated: 
“ ‘Umar employed a man of the Ajasar who stayed with the leader of 
the people of al-Heerah, ‘Amr ibn Hayyan ibn Baqeelah. He brought 
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him food and drink and whatever he wanted, then he (the Ansari) 
started to joke a great deal. He called him and wiped his hand on his 
beard. Then ‘ Amr ibn Hayyan went to ‘Umar and said, “O’ Ameer al- 
Mu’mineen, I served Chosroes and Caesar and I was never 
intimidated in the manner in which I was intimidated under your 
reign.” ‘Umar asked, “How is that?” He said, “Your agent stayed 
with me and we brought him food and drink and whatever he wanted, 
then he started to joke a great deal. He called me and wiped his hand 
on my beard. ‘Umar sent for h im and said, “What is this? He brought 
you food and drink and whatever you wanted, then you called him 
and wiped your hand on his beard? By Allah, were it not that I do not 
want to set a precedent, I would have left a smgle hair of your beard 
without pulling it out. Now go, for by Allah you will never do any 
work for me.”^^^ 

3.3. Pimishments that were carried out on 
govemors at the time of ■'Umar ( 4 I 1 ,) 

As a result of ‘Umar’s watching his govemors, he noticed 
some mistakes that the govemors made, so he disciplined and 
ptmished tbem for these mistakes. His methods of disciplining the 
govemors varied according to the situation and what the caliph 
thought best. Among the most important methods he used were the 
following: 

3.3.1. Settling scores with govemors when they erred 

‘Umar used to say: “I have not sent my govemors to beat you 
or to take your wealth, mther I have sent them to you to teaeh you 
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your religion and Surniah. WhoeveT is treated differently than that, let 
him refer it to me, for by the One in Whose hand is my soul, I will 
settle the score for ‘Umar did not stop at officml 

aimouncements which wamed the govemors against aggression 
towards the people, rather he put that into practice, as we have seen 
above, when complaints were made against Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari 
and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As (may Allah be pleased with them both).^^^ 

3.3.2. Disinissing a govemor as a result of his error 

‘Umar dismissed govemors as a result of their falliug into 
errors of which he did not approye. He dismissed one of his 
govemors when he interfered in matters that did not concem him 
with regard to his troops. He was sent to lead an araiy, then when he 
reached them he said: “I want you to tell me of every sin that you 
commit” So they started to confess their sins to him. News of that 
reached ‘Umar and he said: “What is wrong with him, may he be 
doomed, that he goes and uncovers that which Allah had concealed? 
By Allah, he wiU never work for me again.”^^® 

‘Umar also got angry with one of his govemors when he heard 
some of his poetry in which he mentioned wine, so he dismissed 
him.^^^ 

3.3.3. Destroying part of the govemors' dwellings 

This was done in case where there was sorae transgression. 
‘Umar was keen that the govemors’ houses should be without gates 
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and gatekeepers. When he heard that Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas (4^^) had 
put a gate on his house, he sent Muhaimnad ibn Maslamah to him and 
told him to bum that gate.^^* The reason for that gate was that the 
market was close to his house, and the loud voices in the market were 
disturbing Sa‘d, so he put a gate to block the noise of the people in 
the market. News of SaM^s house and its gate reached ‘Umar, smd he 
heard that people were calling it Sa‘d’s palace. So he called 
Muhammad ibn Maslamah and sent him to Koofah. He said: “Go to 
the palace and bum its gate, then come back straight away.” So he 
went to Koofah, where he bought some firewood, took it to the palace 
and bumed the gate.^^^ 

Ibn Shibh nanated that ‘Umar appointed Mujasha‘ ibn 
Mas‘ood in charge of some work, and he heard that his wife kept 
buying new Armishings. ‘Umar wrote to him and said: “From the 
slave of Allah, the Coimnander of the Faithful, to Mujasha‘ ibn 
Mas‘ood. Peace be upon you. I have heard that al-Khu^yra’ keeps 
buying new fumishings. When this letter of mine reaches you, I urge 
you not to put it down until you have tom down her wall hangings.” 
The letter reached him when there were some people sitting with him. 
He looked at the letter, and the people realized that something 
upsetting had come to him. He took the letter in his hand then he said 
to the people: “Get up!” So they got up, and by Allah they did not 
know why he was making them get up. He took them to the door of 
his house, then he went in and was met by his wife, who could see 
something bad in his expression. She asked him, “What is Ihe matter 
with you?” He said, “Go away! I am angiy with you.” So the woman 
went away and he said to the people, “Come in.” The people went in 
and he said, “Let each one of you take what is nearest to him in this 
direction, and tear it down.” So they all tore it down and threw it on 
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the ground, and the letter was stiU in his hand; he had not put it down 
yet. 

When ‘Umar yisited Syria, Yazeed ibn Abi Sufiyan invited 
him to come and eat with him. When ‘Umar entered the house, he 
saw some wallhangings. ‘Umar started to tear them up, saying, “Woe 
to you, do you dress walls with material that could be used by people 
to shield themselves from the heat and cold?”^^*^ 


3.3.4. Disciplining by hitting 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^) used this method and was tamous 
for carrying his stick with which he struck people. He struck some of 
the govemors because of some deeds that they committed. During 
‘Umar’s visit to Syria, he entered the house of one of his govemors 
and found that they had too many possessions. ‘Umar got angjy and 
started hitting them with his stick.^^^ Also during ‘Umar’s visit to 
Syria, some of the govemors came to meet him. The first ones who 
met him were Yazeed ibn Abi Sufiyan and Abu ‘Ubaydah, then 
Khalid, who came riding horses and wearing fine garments, that did 
not befit the Mujdhideen. ‘Umar dismounted, picked up some stones 
and started throwing them at them, and said, “How quickly you have 
changed your ways! Are you receiving me in this manner? It is only 
two years ago that you started having your fill. By AUah even if you 
were to do this after two hundred years I would still replace you with 
someone else? ” They said, “O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, (his is just 
outward appearance; we stiU have our weapons on us.” He said, 
“Fine, then.”^^^ 
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3.3.5. Demoting a govemor to a shepherd 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab used this method with one of his 
govemors. Ibn Shibh narrated that ‘Umar appointed ‘lyad ibn 
Ghanam as govemor of Syria, then he heard that he had acquired a 
hamdm (bath) and chose an inner circle. He wrote to him, telling to 
come to him. He came and ‘Umar rehised to meet him for three days, 
then he gave him permission to enter. He caUed for a wooUen jubbah 
and said to him , “Put this on. ” And he gave him a shepherd’s bag and 
three hundred sheep and said, “CaU them. ” So he caUed them, and 
when he had gone some distance, he said, “Come back.” So he came 
back running. He said, “Do such and such, go,” and he went, then 
when he had gone far away, he called out to him, “O’ ‘lyad, come 
back.” He kept sending him away and calling him back until he 
started to sweat in ihatjubbah. He said, “Bring the sheep to me on 
such and such a day. ” He brought them to him on that day and ‘Umar 
came out and said, “Draw water for them.” So he drew water and 
fiUed the trough and gave them water. Then he said, “Call them, and 
bring them on such and such a day. ” He kept doing that until two or 
three months had passed, then he called him and said, “So, you chose 
an inner circle and acquired a hamdm\ WiU you do it again?” He 
said, “No.” ‘Umar said: “Go back to your job.”^^^ The result of this 
disciplinary punishment is that alter that, ‘lyad became one of the 
best of ‘Umar’s govemors.^^^ 

3.3.6. Taking away some of the govemors' wealth 

This measure was appUed as a precautionary measure at the 
time of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, when ‘Umar felt that the wealth of 
some of the govemors was mcreasing too much, and he feared that 
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the govemors had acquired some of this wealth because of their 
position.^^^ Ibn Taymiyah commented on this action of ‘Umar’s and 
said: “Similarly, showing favour to the govemors in buying, renting, 
mvestments, irrigation, farming and so on is a kind of gift'giving, 
hence ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab took away part of the wealth of his 

govemors in cases where there was no room for suspicion of 
misconduct because of their high level of virtue and religious 
commitment. The reason why he did that was that it was a favour that 
was shown to them because of their position, and because this is what 
was dictated by the situation, because he was a just ruler who shared 
out wealth equally.^^^ Among the goyemors from whom ‘Umar took 
some of their wealth were: Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, Abu Hurayiah and 
‘Amr ibn al-‘As (may Allah be pleased with them all). ‘Umar would 
record his govemors’ wealth when he appointed them, then he would 
take half of any increase, and in some cases he took all of the 
mcrease. 

He also took away some of the wealth of some of the 
govemors’ relatives, if he thought that that was justified. He took haLf 
of Abu Bakrah’s wealth, and Abu Bakrah objected, saying: “I did not 
do any work for you.” ‘Umar said, “But your brother is in chaige of 
the hayt al-mdl, and he has been lending you money with which to 
engage in trade.”^^^ 

3.3.7. Verbal and written rebiokes 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (^) rebuked some of his govemors for 
their conduct when they met with him. He rebuked ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 
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on several occasions, and he rebuked ‘lyad ibn Ghanam, Khalid ibn 
al-Waleed, Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari and other govemors?^^ 

There were also many written rebukes during the time of 
‘Umar, such as when ‘Umar wrote to one of his govemors when 
some people had come to him, and he had given to the Arabs and not 
to the non-Arabs. ‘Umar wrote: “It is sufficient evil for a man to 
despise his fellow-Muslim.”^® 

From all of this we can see that the govemois were not safe 
from being called to account and disciplined in different ways. 
Mankind had never seen anything hke this in terms of justice and 
courage, which made the era of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs a fine 
example of Islamic civilization, after the era of the Prophet 

Preedom of discussion between the caliph and his goveinors 
was guaranteed to a remarkable extent. The govemors did not fear the 
authority of the caliph. There follow some examples of that: 

When ‘Umar came to Syria, he was met by Mu‘awiyah with a 
great entourage. When Mu‘awiyah saw ‘Umar, he dismounted from 
his horse aod walked up to him and said, “Peace be upon the 
Commander of the Faithful.” ‘Umar walked on and did not retum his 
greeting, and Mu‘awiyah ran behind ‘Umar’s camel; he was a fat 
man and he started panting. ‘Abdur-Ratoan ibn ‘Awf said: “O’ 
Ameer al-Mu’mineen, you have wom the man out. Why don’t you 
speak to him?” ‘Umar tumed to him and said, “O’ Mu‘awiyah, are 
you the owner of the entourage that I see?” He said, “Yes, O’ Ameer 
al-Mu ’mineen” ‘Umar said, “And in addition to that you keep away 
from the people and those who are in need stand waiting at your 
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door?” Mu‘awiyah said; “Yes, O’ Ameer al-Mu’mineen” He said, 
“Why is that, woe to you?” Mu‘awiyah said, “Because we are in a 
land where the enemy has many spies, and if we do not take 
precautions the enemy will no longer fear us and they will attack us. 
As for the doorkeeper, we are aiiaid that we will lose respect and the 
people will become audacious. I am still your agent, and if you forbid 
me to do that, I will stop, O’ Ameer al-Mu’mineen.” ‘Umar said, 
“Whatever I ask you, you have an answer. If you are telling the truth, 
it is a smart idea, and if you are lying, it is a smart and subtle trick. I 
am not commanding you and I am not forbiddmg you.” And he left 
him.^^^ 

Despite ‘Umar’s strictness with his govemors and his caretul 
watching of them, and his readiness to dismiss any of them of whom 
he was suspicious or about whom he received well-founded 
complaints, there was a strong bond of love and loyalty between 
them. They had complete faith in their cahph’s sincerity, soundness 
of intention, pohcies and justice. If ‘Umar lost contact with any of his 
leaders in the arena of jihad, the worry wouid almost kill him, and he 
would be overwhehned with fear and concem for them. During one 
of the major wars, he went out himself to try and hnd news and put 
his mind at rest. In other cases he met them and we see signs of the 
deep love that existed between them. When ‘Umar went to conquer 
Jerusalem, he reached al-Jabiyah where he met his commanders 
‘Amr ibn aI-‘As and Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah. ‘Umar met them 
riding, and they kissed his knees and ‘Umar hugged each one of 
them.^'*^ 
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3.4. The dismissal of Khalid ibn al-Waleed (^) 

The enemies of Islam have a vivid raiagination and intense 
hatred which enables them to hunt out reports which show the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah in a bad Ught. If they 
caraiot find any reports that please them, they fabricate reports that 
they think the people will accept, so that they may become a source 
for narrators and authors. Both ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and KhaUd ibn 
al-Waleed have been exposed to the fabrications of the enemies of 
Islam who have tried to distort the historical record. They paid a great 
deal of attention to the reasons why ‘Umar dismissed KhaUd ibn al- 
Waleed (may Allah be pleased with them both) and they made false 
accusations against these two great men and fabricated reports which 
do not stand up to close scmtiny.^"'^ There follows the true story of 
the dismissal of KhaUd ibn al-Waleed, which took place in two 
stages, and for which there were objective reasons. 

3.4.1. The first dismissal 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab dismissed Khalid ibn al-Waleed 
for the first time Irom general leadership and govemorship in Syria. 
This happened in 13 A.H., when ‘Umar succeeded to the caUphate 
atter the death of Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq. The reason for this dismissal 
was the dilference in the way Abu Bakr and ‘Umar dealt with their 
agents and govemors. Abu Bakr’s method of deaUng with his 
govemors and agents was to give them complete freedom within tiie 
tiramework of the general system of the state, subject to the condition 
that they be completely just and fair between individuals and groups. 
He did not mind whether he himself made sure justice was done or 
his govem 0 TS did lliat. The govemor had the right, based on the 


^ Abdteel yajib an tumha min at-Tdreekh, by Ibraheem Sha‘oot, p. 123. 




‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 105 


consent of the caliph, to nm the affairs of his province without 
referrmg every minor issue to the caliph. Abu Bakr did not see any 
need to undermine the authority of his govemors with regard to 
wealth or anything else, so long as justice prevailed in their 
pro^inces.^"^^ ‘Umar advised Abu Bakr to write to Khalid telling him 
not to give anyone a sheep or a camel except by his command. Abu 
Bakr wrote to Khalid as suggested, and KhaUd wrote back to him 
saying, “Leave me alone to do my work my way, otherwise you 
should do it yourselL” ‘Umar suggested that he dismiss him^^, but 
Abu Bakr left Khalid in his post.^'^’^ When ‘Umar became caUph, he 
thought that the caliph should set out for his govemors and agents 
guidelines on how to govem their proyinces, and make it obhgatory 
for them to report to him everything that happened, so that he could 
examtne the matter and issue commands accordingly, and they would 
be obUged to carry out his commands. That was because he thought 
that the caliph was responsible for what he did and for what his 
govemors did, and that this responsibility was not discharged even by 
selecting the best govemors. When he became caliph, he addressed 
the people and said: “Allah is testing you by means of me and is 
testing me by means of you, and he has kept me aUve after my two 
companions are gone. None of your atfairs that I witness will I let 
anyone else deal with, and none of your aĔEairs that I do not witness 
but I will strive hard to ensure that they are deaJt with. If the 
govemors do well, I shall reward them, but if they do badly, I shall 
punish them.”^^* And he used to say: “Do you think that if I appoint 
over you the hest one I know, then I enjoin him to be just, will I have 
fLilfilled my duty?” They said, “Yes.” He said, “No, not until I 
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examine his work and see whether he has done what I commanded 
him or not.”^'‘^ 

When ‘Umar became caliph, he wanted the govemors to 
change to his methods. Some of them agreed and others reiused, and 
among those who re&sed was Khalid ibn al-Waleed.^^° It was 
narrated from Malik ibn Anas that when ‘Umar became caliph, he 
wrote to Khalid saying: “Do not give anyone a sheep or a camel 
except by my command.” Khalid wiite back to him saying, “Eilher 
you leave me to do my jpb, or you will do it yourself.” ‘Umar said,“I 
would not be sincere towards Allah if I advised Abu Bakr to do 
something then I did not implement it myself.” And he dismissed 
him.^^* Moreover he would call upon h im to do things and he would 
reliise unless he was given free rein to do what he wanted, but ‘Umar 
relused to allow him that.^^^ 

So ‘Umar dismissed Khalid on the basis of his policy of rule 
and the ruler’s right to direct thĕ affairs of state and his responsibility 
for the state. Things like this happen naturaUy in everyday life, and 
there is nothing strange about this case that would require us to try to 
find an explanation based on reports, opinions, whims and desires, 
and different inclinations. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab was the caliph of the 
Muslims at a time when people were still close to the time of 
Prophethood, and one of his basic rights was the right to choose 
govemors and commanders who were in harmony with him and his 
policies and method of mling, to work with him, so long as the 
ummah had plenty of qualified people. The govemors and 
commanders did not have the right to remain in their posts forever. 
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especially when there were political differenGes between the ruler and 
the govemors, so long as there were others who could replace them 
and do the same job. History shows us that ‘Umar (4^) was very 
suceessiul in this regard, and this policy of his met with 
unprecedented success. He dismissed some and appointed others, 
and the ones whom he appointed were no less qualified than those 
whom he dismissed, the reason being that there was a large number 
of people who were courageous and qualified to do this type of 
work.^^^ Khahd accepted this dismissal without objecting, and he 
remained under the command of Abu ‘Ubaydah (4^), until Allah 
enabled him to conquer Qiunisreen, where Abu ‘Ubaydah appointed 
him as govemor. He wrote to ‘Umar describing the conquest and 
KhaUd’s elTorts therein, and ‘Umar spoke his famous words: “Kh^id 
has appointed himself. May Allah have mercy on Abu Bakr, he had 
more knowledge of men than me.”^^'* What ‘Umar meant by this was 
that Khalid, because of his courage and heroic actions, had put 
himself in a position that he was used to, one of danger, courage and 
taking risks. It is as if ‘Umar meant by this that Abu Bakr, by keeping 
Khalid and not agreeing to dismiss him despite ‘Umar’s urging, had 
had great confidence in Khalid’s ability and military genius, which 
meant that no one else eould fill his position except a veiy few of the 
most brilliant heroes.^^^ 

At this point, Khalid had been working imder the leadership of 
Abu ‘Ubaydah for nearly four years, and he did not go against him 
even once. The virtue of Abu ‘Ubaydah cannot be denied, for he 
realized the impact that this incident had on Khalid, so he treated him 
with a great deal of respect and kindness. He kept company with him, 
ti^e^uently consulting him and respecting his opinion, andsometimes 
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placing him in positions of leadership. AU of this had an impact in 
leaving Khalid’s heart JSree of rancour, which led him to perform 
those heroic miUtary deeds. His efforts in the conquests of Damascus, 
Qinmsreen and Fahl bore witness to the noble spirit in which he 
reacted to his dismissal. In both cases (i.e., before and after his 
dismissal) he was the Sword of Allah, Khalid ibn al-Waleed (may 
AUah be pleased with him).^^^ 

History has recorded for us what Abu ‘Ubaydah said when he 
consoled KhaUd at the time of his dismissal: “It is not worldly power 
that I seek and it is not for this world that I strive. What you see wiU 
cease and come to an end. Rather we are brothers who are MAlling 
the command of AUah, and it doesn’t matter if a man has his brother 
in charge of his religious and worldly alTairs. Rather the one who is in 
charge knows that he is more vulnerable to temptations and sin 
because he is in a vulaerable position, except for those whom Allah 
protects, and they are few.”^^^ 

When Abu ‘Ubaydah asked Khalid to carry out a mUitary 
mission under his command, Khalid accepted, saying: “I will do it, 
insha ’ Alldh. I was only waiting for you to tell me. ” Abu ‘Ubaydah 
said, “I felt too shy to ask you, O’ Abu Sulayman. ” Khalid said, “By 
Allah, if a Uttle child had been appointed over me, I would have 
obeyed him. How can I go against you when you came to Islam 
before me and you came to Islam with those who hastened to enter 
the Faith, and the Messenger of Allah (^) called you al-Ameen (the 
tmstworthy one)? How can I catch up with you and achieve your 
status? Now I ask you to bear witness that I devote myself solely for 
the sake of Allah and I will never disobey you or accept any position 
of govemorship after Ihis.” Khalid did not stop there; rather he 
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followed his words with actions, and immediately went and carried 
out the mission that was asked of him.^^* 

It is clear trom Khalid’s words and actions that religious and 
moral motives played a major role in the actions of Khalid and Abu 
‘Ubaydah (may Allah be pleased with them both). Khalid adhered to 
the principle of obedience to the caliph and the govemor, despite the 
fact that his personal situation had changed firom that of leader to that 
of follower, because of his dismissal fl:om leadership of the army.^^^ 
The dismissal of Khahd on this occasion (the lirst) was not because 
the cahph had any doubts about him or bore any gmdges against him, 
or because he had transgressed the sacred limits of shari‘ah, or 
because any aspersions had been cast on KhMid’s piety and justice, 
But there were two dififerent methods adopted by two great men, two 
powerlul personahties, each of whom thought it was essential to 
implement his own method. If one of them had to give in, the leader 
of the array had to give in to the caliph, without being stubbom or 
bearing any gmdge or resentment.^^® 

By the guidance of Allah, ‘Umar appointed Abu ‘Ubaydah as 
commander of the army in Syria, which aSter the battle of Yarmook 
was an area which needed peace, so that gmdges would end, wounds 
would heal and hearts would be reconciled. Abu ‘Ubaydah (4^) 
hastened to make peace when the opportunity was there, but he did 
not shy away firom war when it was necessaty. If there was a way for 
peace, that is the way he would follow, otherwise he would prepare 
for war. The people of the cities in Syria had heard of Abu 
‘Ubaydah’s forbearance, so they came to surrender to him; they 
preferred to deal with him than with anyone else. Abu ‘Ubaydah’s 
appointment was by ‘Umar’s instmction, and his govemorship of 
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Syria at that point was in the provmce’s best interests.^®^ 

3.4.2. The second dismjssal 

The second dismissal of Khalid came in Qinnisreen in 17 
News reached ‘Umar that Khalid and ‘lyad ibn Ghanam had 
penetrated into Byzantine territory and had come back with a great 
amoimt of booty, and that men had come to Khalid hom far and wide, 
hopiag for his generosity, including al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays al-Kindi, to 
whom Khalid gave ten thousand. Nothing was hidden from ‘Umar of 
what he did.^^^ ‘Umar wrote to his commander, Abu ‘Ubaydah, 
ordering him to investigate the source of the wealth from which he 
had given al-Ash‘ath this huge sum, and to dismiss him from 
working with the army at all. He summoned Khalid to Madeenah and 
questioned him in the presence of Abu ‘Ubaydah. In the end, Khalid 
was proven innocent of taking ten thousand from the booty of the 
Muslims.^^"^ When KhaUd was told of his dismissal, he bade farewell 
to the people of Syria. The most that he aUowed himself to show of 
the sorrow that he felt at this separation of a commander and his 
troops was when he said to the people: “The Ameer al-Mu’mineen 
appointed me as govemor in Syria until things started to become 
smooth and sweet, then he dismissed me.” A man stood up and said, 
“Be patient, O’ commander, for it is the time for Jitnah.'” KhaUd said, 
“So long as the son of al-Khattab is aUve, there is no room for 
Jitnah.”^^^ This is a powerUil and overwhelmiag kind of faith, with 
which none were blessed accept the chosen ones among the closest 
Companions of Muhammad (^). What spiritual strength controUed 
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IChalid’s nerves during tiiis grave situation, what inspired Khalid to 
give this quiet and wise answer?^^^ The people calmed down atler 
they heard what Khalid said in support of ‘Umar’s caliphate. They 
realLzed that their dismissed leader was not the t)fpe of man who 
would build his glory by stirring up tribulation and revolution, rather 
he was one of those men who are created to play a constractive role, 
and if circumstances want them to destroy what they have built, they 
rise above that.^^^ 

Khalid travelled to Madeenah, where he met ‘Umar. Khalid 
said to ‘Umar: “I complained about you to the Muslims, and by Allah 
you are not being kind to me, O’ ‘Umar.” ‘Umar asked, “From where 
did this wealth come?” He said, “From my share of the booty. 
Whatever is more than sixty thousand is yours.” ‘Umar estimated the 
wealth and found it to be twenty thousand, which he put into the bayt 
al-mdl, then he said, “O’ Khalid, by Allah you are dear to me and you 
will not be upset with me after today;”^®^ ‘Umar wrote to the regions, 
saying: “I did not dismiss Khalid because I was angry with him or 
because of any misconduct on his part; rather the people were too 
attached to him and I feared that Allah would leave them to h i m and 
they would be tested because of him. I wanted them to know that 
Allah is the One Who brings victoiy, so that they would not be 
confused about this fact.” 

3.4.3. Summary of the reasons for the 
dismissal and some of its benehts 

Based on the way in which ‘Umar conducted his afifairs, we 
can sum up the reasons for Khalid’s dismissal as follows: 


Khalid ibn al-Waleed, by Sadiq al-‘Aijooii, p. 347. 
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Protection ofTawheed 

From ‘Umar’s words, “rather the people were too attached to 
him and I feared that they would be left to him and they would be 
tested because of him” it is clear that ‘Umar feared that the people 
would become contused because of Khalid and they would think that 
yictory came wherever Eihalid went, which would weaken their 
certain faith that victory comes Irom Allah whether Khalid was at the 
head of the army or not. Too much attachment to a great commander 
like Khalid would also lead Khalid himself to become attached to his 
Mlowers, and he might think himself in a position of power which 
could not be challenged, especially since he was brilliant in war and 
generous witii money. That could lead to bad consequences for b im 
and for the state. Even though it may have been a far-fetched 
possibility, given the fact that the people were attached to their caliph 
‘Umar and felt great admiration for him, and Khalid was a man of 
great militajy discipline and piety, it could, however, happen one day 
after ‘Umar was gone, even witb a leader such as Khalid. This 
required setting up guidelines at that time and with great people such 
as these.^^^ In such a situation the fear is greater with regard to a 
competent commander than a lesser commander who has no such 
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image or reputation. 

Differences conceming how money is to be spent 

‘Umar thought that the time for softening hearts and attracting 
the weak in faith with money and gifts had come to an end; Islam no 
longer needed these people, and the people could be left to their own 
faith and conscience. Khalid, on the other hand, thought that some of 
those courageous men and Mujdhideen who were Aghting alongside 
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him were men whose intention was not purely to seek the reward of 
Allah, and that men such as these needed some of this wealth to 
strengthen their resolve and motivate them iurther?^^ ‘Umar thought 
that the poor of the Muhdjireen were more entitled to this wealth than 
others. When he told the people in al-Jabiyah of his reasons for 
dismissing Khalid, he said: “I told him to keep this money to he spent 
on the weak ones among the Muhdjireen, but he gave it to men of 
power and strength.”^^^ Undoubtedly ‘Umar and Khalid both had 
strong arguments for their opinions, but ‘Umar understood some 
things that Khalid did not.^’^ 

Difference between the methods of 'Umar 
and Khdlid in administrative issues 

‘Umar insisted that his govemors should ask his permission 
for every matter, major or minor, whereas as Khalid thought that he 
was entitled to complete hreedom with no need to refer to anyone else 
in the field ofjihad; he thought that he should be given Gree rein to do 
whatever he saw fit, on the grounds that the one who is present sees 
what the one who is absent does not.^’"^ 

Perhaps another reason was to allow room for new leadership 
talent to grow, so that the Muslim ummah could produce more heroes 
of the calibre of KhaUd, al-Muthanna and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As. Another 
aim was to make the people reaUze that victory was not tied to a 
single man^^^, no matter who this man was. 


Abdteel Yajib an Tumha min at-Tdreekh, p. 134. 
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The attitude of the Muslim society towards this dismissal 

The Muslim society accepted this dismissal as the right of the 
caliph to appoint and dismiss his govemors. No one had the right to 
rebel against the system or reject Ihe right of the cahph to appoint and 
dismiss his govemors. 

It was narrated that ‘Umar went out in the middle of the night 
and met ‘Alqamah ibn ‘Ulathah al-Kilabi. ‘Umar resembled Kh^id 
to a remarkable extent and ‘ Alqamah thought that he was Khalid. He 
said, “O’ Khalid, this man has dismissed you and has insisted on 
being mean. I came with a cousin of mine to ask him something, but 
because he did what he did, I wdl never ask h im anything.” ‘Umar 
said to him — trying to find out what he was hiding — “Well, tell me 
more.” He said, “These people have rights over us and we have to 
give them their rights, and Allah will reward us.” The next moming, 
‘Umar asked Khalid — when ‘Alqamah was looking at both of them 
— “What did ‘AIqamah say to you last night?” Khalid said, “By 
Allah, he did not say anything.” ‘Umar then asked, “Are you 
swearing to that?” ‘ Alqamah got upset and thought that he had not 
spoken to anyone the night before but Khahd, and he started to say, 
“Come on, O’ Khalid.” ‘Umar was generous to ‘Alqamah and met 
his need, and he said, “If there were more people out there who think 
like you — i.e., were keen to obey the ruler even when they disagree 
with him — that would be dearer to me than such and such.”^^^ 

However an objection came from Abu ‘Amr ibn Hafs ibn al- 
Mugheerah, the cousin of Khalid ibn al-Waleed, at al-Jabiyah. When 
‘Umar said to the people: “I will tell you the reason why (I dismissed) 
Khalid ibn al-Waleed; I ordered him to keep this wealth for the weak 
ones among the Muhdjireen, but he gave it to men pf power and 
strength, those who were of high status and eIoquent. So I dismissed 
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him and appointed Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn Jarrab,” Abu ‘Amr ibn Hafs 
ibn al-Mugheerah said, “By Allah, you have not justified it, O’ 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. You have dismissed a commander who was 
appointed by the Messenger of Allah (^), and you have sheathed a 
sword ihat was unsheathed by the Messenger of Allah (^), and you 
have taken down a banner that was set up by the Messenger of Allah 
(^. You have severed the ties of kinship and shown jealousy 
towards your cousin.” ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said, “You are closely 
related to him, and young in age, and angry for the sake of your 
cousin.”^^^ Thus ‘Umar showed tolerance to the cousin of Khalid ibn 
al-Waleed who was defending Khalid to such an extent that he 
accused ‘Umar of jealousy (hasad). But despite that, ‘Umarremained 
patient.^^^ 

The death of Khdlid ibn al-Waleed and what he 
said about 'Umar when he was on his deathbed 

Abu ad-Darda’ went to see Khalid during his final illness and 
Khalid said to him: “O’ Abu ad-Darda’, when ‘Umar dies, you will 
see things that you dislike.” Abu ad-Darda’ said to him, “By Allah, I 
agree with you.” Khalid said, “I got upset with him for a certain 
issue, but when I thought about it when I got sick and felt that death is 
at hand, I realized that ‘Umar seeks to please Allah in all that he does. 
I got upset with him when he sent someone to take half of my wealth, 
and he even took one shoe and I took the other. But he did that to 
others who had come to Islam earlier than me, and who had been 
present at Badr. He was harsh with me, but he was similarly harsh 
with others. I expected him to treat me well because we were closely 
related, but I saw that he did not care about that and he did not worry 
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about the blame of anyone for the sake of the truth. That is what took 
away the feelmgs I had about him. He got upset with me, but it was 
only because we had different views. I was there in the arena of war, 
striving hard. I was there and he was not. I used to give based on the 
circumstances and he did not iike that.”^^^ When death approached 
and he realized that, he wept and said: “There is no deed that I have 
done that gives me more hope, atter saying Ld ildha illa-Alldh, than 
an intensely cold night with a raiding party of the Muhdjireen, which 
I spent carrying my shield in the rain, waiting for moming to come so 
that we could raid the kuffdr. You must engage in jihad. I witnessed 
such and such battles, and there is no place on my body the size of a 
handspan that has not received a blow from a sword or been pierced 
by an arrow or spear, but here I am, dying on my bed as a camel dies. 
May the cowards never prosper. I sought death in the places where it 
may be sought, but it was only decreed that I should die on my own 
bed.”^^” Khalid asked ‘Umar to execute his wdl, in which it said: “I 
entrust my affairs, my estate and the execution of my will to ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab.” ‘Umar (^) wept and moumed deeply for him, and 
the daughters of his patemal uncle also wept for him. It was said to 
‘Umar that he should tell them to stop, but he said: “Let them weep 
for Abu Sulayman so long as they are not euIogizing him or babbling. 
For the like of Abu Sulayman let the weepers weep.”^** 

And he said conceming him, “A hole has developed in the 
stmcture of Islam.” When Hisham ibn al-Bakhtari came to ‘Umar 
with some people from Banu Makhzoom, ‘Umar said to Hisham, 
who was a poet, “Recite to me what you said ahout Khalid.” When 
he recited it, he said, ‘You have fallen short in praising Abu 
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Sula^anan, may Allah liave mercy on him. He loved to humiliate 
shirk and its people.” Then he said: “May Allah have mercy on Abu 
Sulayman. What is with Allah is better for him than what he had (in 
this world). He is missed after his death and he was praised whilst he 
lived.^^^ No one will live forever.”^®^ He died and was buried in 
Homs, in Syria, in 21 A.H. May AUah bestow abundant mercy upon 
him and raise his status among the righteous. 


Tahdheeb Tdreekh Dimashg, 5/116. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

The Conquests of Iraq and the 
East at the Time of "Umar 


1. The Second Stage of the Conquest of 
Iraq and the East 

Cy he conquests in Iraq at the time of Abu Bakr, under the 
leadership of Khalid ibn al-Waleed, represent the first stage of the 
Islaniic conquests which spread out towards the east. They have been 
discussed in detail in my book Abu Bakr (^) Shakhsiyatuhu wa 
‘Asruhu. During the reign of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ( 4 ^), there were 
lurther conquests. 

1.1. The appointment of Abu 'Ubayd ath-Thaqafi 
as leader of the war in Iraq 

When Abu Bakr died and was buried at night on Tuesday 22 
Jumada al-Akhirah 13 A.H., the tollowing momtng ‘Umar exhorted 
the people to fight the people of Iraq and he remmded them of the 
reward for that. But no one responded because the people did not like 
to fight the Persians, due to their strength and toughness in Sghting. 
He exhorted them again on the second and third days, and no one 
responded. Al-Muthanna ibn Harithah spoke well and told them of 
the conquests of most of the land of Iraq that Allah had granted at the 
hands of Khalid, and of the wealth and property that was there. But 
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no one responded on the diird day. On the fourth day, the first of the 
Muslims to respond was Abu ‘Ubayd ibn Mas‘ood ath-Thaqafi, then 
the people responded one after another.^ Saleet ibn Qays al-Ansari 
responded to the call of ‘Umar aflBr Abu ‘Ubayd ath-Thaqafi and 
said: “O’ Ameer al-Mu’mineen, I am giving myself for the sake of 
Allah as do those of my cousins who agree to come and others who 
have joined me.’’^ These words of Saleet had a strong impact, 
encouraging the people, raising their morale and increasing their 
desire for jihad against the Persians. They asked the caliph to appoint 
a man firom among Ihe Muhdjireen or Ansar over them, and ‘Umar 
said: “By Allah, I cannot find anyone who is more deserving of that 
than the one who encouraged the people first. Were it notthat Saleet 
is too hasty in war, I would have appointed him over you. But Abu 
‘Ubayd is the commander and Saleet is his adviser.’’ The people said, 
“We wiU Usten and obey.”^ Aceording to another report: “He 
appointed Abu ‘Ubayd over them aU, although he was not a Sahdbi. 
It was said to ‘Umar, ‘Why didn’t you appoint a man A^om the 
Sahdbah over them?’ He said, ‘Rather I will appoint the first one who 
responded. You became superior to the people because of your 
support for this religion, but he is the one who responded before you. ’ 
Then he called him and advised him with regard to himself to fear 
AUah and with regard to the Muslims to be kind to them. He 
commanded him to consult the Companions of the Messenger of 
Allah (^) and to consult Saleet ibn Qays, because he was a man who 
was experieaced in war,”'^ 

‘Umar’s advice to Abu ‘Ubayd ath-Thaqafi included the 
foUowing words: “Listen to the Companions of the Messenger of 
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AUah (^) and let them have a say in this matter. Do not rush into 
decisions, rather take your time, for war cannot be led except by a 
man who takes his time in making decisions and who knows the right 
time to move. Nothing prevented me from appointing Saleet but his 
haste. Being hasty in war, except in cases where the situation is clear, 
will lead to doom.”^ Then he said: “You are going to a land of 
treachery, betrayal and oppression. You are going to people who are 
audacious in committing evil and know it well; they have forgotten 
good and become ignorant of it. So see what you will do. Watch what 
you say and do not disclose your secrets, for so long as the one who 
has a secret and is keeping it, he will be safe, but if he does not keep 
the secret, that will be the cause of his doom.”^ 

Then he commanded al-Muthanna ibn Harithah to go ahead, 
and the army would catch up with him. He commanded him to go out 
and mobilize those of the apostates who had truly repented. Sb he set 
out, hastening until he reached al-Heerah. ‘Umar followed the events 
on the fronts in Iraq and Syria, supplying the army with provisions 
and reinforcements, sending instructions and commands to them and 
setting out battle plans which he himself supervised. 

The Muslims, who were seven thousand strong, marched 
towards Iraq. ‘Umar wrote to Abu ‘Ubaydah, telling him to send 
whoever was in Iraq of those who had been witb Khalid in Iraq. So he 
equipped ten thousand men, led by Hashim ibn ‘Utbah. ‘Umar sent 
Jareer ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajah with four thousand men to Iraq, and he 
came to Koofah. When the people arrived in ]raq, they found the 
Persians in a state of political turmoil. The latest development was 
that Booran the daughter of Chosroes had become their queen after 
they had killed her predecessor Azarmidakht. Booran delegated the 
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rumiing of the kmgdom’s affairs to a man called Rustam ibn 
Farrakhzad, on the basis that he would conduct the war, and the 
power would be retumed to the faniily of Chosroes, which he 
accepted. This Rustam was an astrologer who knew the stars very 
well. It was said to him, “What made you do that?” meaning, when 
you know that this is not going to last. He said; “Greed and the love 
of power.”^ 

1.2. The Battle of an-Nain^q, the Battle of as- 
Saqatiyah in Kaskar, and the Battle of Baroosma 

1.2.1. The battle of an-Namariq 13 A.H. 

This battle followed the airival of Abu ‘Ubayd ibn Mas‘ood 
ath-Thaqafi and his assumption of military command in Iraq. It is as 
if the Persians wanted to Sighten Abu ‘Ubayd at the outset, when he 
was new in his position, so as to break his will and make him despair 
of victory. So they prepared the civilians and mobilized their troops, 
and met the Muslims there (in an-Namaric[), fi:om behind and from in 
fix)nt. They wrote to the chiettains of the masses telling them to revolt 
against the Muslims, and they sent to every region a man to stir up the 
people. They sent Jaban to al-Babahaqqabadh al-Asfal, and Narsi to 
Kaskar, and they sent troops to fight al-Muthanna... Al-Muthanna 
heard news of that, so he got the army to keep a lookout and was very 
cautious. The chieftains revolted one afler another, and the peopie of 
various regions revolted one afi:er another. Abu ‘Ubayd ath-Thaqafi 
and al-Muthanna camped in Khaf@n, then the battle took place m al- 
Namariq. The iighting was intense, but AJlah defeated the Persians. 
The commanders Jaban and Mardanshah, who were leading the two 
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flanks of the army, were taken prisoner; together, they had led the 
revolt.* 

The one who captured Jaban was Matar ibn Puddah at- 
Tameemi, who did not know who he was. Jaban tricked him by 
ofFering him something to let hira go, but the Muslims caught him 
and brought him to Abu ‘Ubayd. They told him that he was the leader 
of the Persians and suggested that he execute him. He said: “I fear 
Allah if I Idll him when one of the Muslims gu^ranteed his safety.” 
The Muslims, in their mutual love and support, are like a single body, 
and what is binding on one is binding on all. They said, “He is the 
king,” meaning the leader. He said, “Even so, I will not betray (that 
guarantee),” and he let him go.^ 

This attitude on the part of Abu ‘Ubayd ath-Thaqafi is regarded as an 
example of Muslim tolerance and their fulfilment of eovenants, even 
if only some of them had agreed to them. Undoubtedly this subhme 
attitude had a great impact in attractmg people to enter Islam, when 
news spread among the people that the Muslims had let one of the 
Persian leaders go, one of their worst enemies, simply because one 
Muslim had agreed to set him fi-ee in retum for a ransom. They were 
attracted to this rehgion which produced such men. We should not 
forget the brilliant attitude of al-Muthanna ibn Harithah, when Abu 
‘Ubayd became the commander, even though he was coming to Iraq 
for the first time because the caliph had appointed him. He was a 
good commander and a good soldier. This was one of the 
characteristics of al-Muthanna. He had ddne the same thing with 
KhHid ibn al-Waleed before, and his seryice to Islam was no different 
whether he was a leader or a soldier. Sueh are great men.^*^ 
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1.2.2. The battle of as-Saqatiyah in Kaskar 

Then Abu ‘Ubayd went after those who had fled, who had 
sought retuge in the city of Kaskar^\ which was under the command 
of a nephew of Chosroes whose name was Narsi. Narsi had supported 
the fight against Abu ‘Ubayd. Abu ‘Ubayd met them in as- 
Saqatiyah^^, where he defeated them and acquired a great deal of 
booty and food.^^ Narsi fled, and the Muslims defeated his army and 
took over his land, and found a large amount of supplies in his stores. 

Abu ‘Ubayd stayed in Kaskar and sent forces to pursue the 
Persians and discipline the people of neighbouring towns who had 
broken the treaty and supported the Persians. The Muslims prevailed 
in the region after this victory. Some govemors came seeking peace 
treaties, two of whom brought some of their finest food to Abu 
‘Ubayd and said, “This is to honour you.” He said, “Have you 
honoured the rest of the troops in the same manner?” They said, “It is 
not easy, but we wiU do that. ” Abu ‘Ubayd said, “We have no need of 
it if there is not enough for all the troops.” Then they got scared and 
feared for their lives. Abu ‘Ubayd said, “Do you not know that I will 
only eat if there is enough for those who are with me?” They said, 
“There is no one left who has not had his fill of this and more in their 
camp. ” When he realized that, he accepted it from them. He ate some 
and he sent some to some guests whom he had invited to eat with 
him. These visitors had some of that Persi^ food, and they did not 
think that Abu ^Ubayd would have such food. They thought thatthey 
were being invited to eat tiie kind of coarse food that Abu ‘Ubayd 
usually ate, and they did not like to leave the food that had been 
brought to them. They said, “Tell the commander, we do not want to 
leave anything that the chietta in s have brought to us.” He sent word 
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to them saying, “There is a lot of Persian food, come and compare it 
with what you had.”^'* 

This noble and humble commander ate after he had refused the 
Persians’ food twice, because he realized, the third time, that they had 
fed all the troops with similar food and more. He did not like to eat 
until he had called his visitors and urged them to eat, and he knew 
that they had had some of that Persian food and he listed the types of 
food, to encourage them to join him. This is a kind of noble 
generosity, and it is one of the most important elements of leadership. 
This attitude shows us the subl im e l6vel of noble attitudes that the 
Sahdbah (may Allah be pleased with them all) and those who 
foIlowed them had reached.*^ 

1.2.3. The battle of Baroosma 13 A.H. 

Then they met in a place between Kaskar and as-Saqatiyah 
which was called Baroosma. On the right and left tl anks of Narsi’s 
army were two of his cousins, Bandawayh and Beerawayh. Rustam 
had put the army under the command of Jalinus. When Abu ‘Ubayd 
heard of that, he hastened to fight betore the rest eame. The fighting 
was intense, and the Persians were defeated and Narsi tled. Abu 
‘Ubayd sent al-Muthanna ibn Harithah and other troops to some 
areas of that region, such as the river of Jawr which they conquered 
by means of treaties and by force. They imposed the jizyah and 
khardj, and captured a great deal of booty, praise be to Allah. They 
defeated Jalinus, who had come to support Jaban, and captured a lot 
of booty from his army and seized his wealth, and he Aed to his 
people, humiliated and defeated.^^ 
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Thus the three armies of Persia were destroyed in a short 
period of time. The Persians could have united these amiies and 
attacked the Muslims from all sides, because of their great numbers, 
but Allah made them conhised and because of their great fear of the 
Muslims, each commander was hoping that the other would do the 
job and weaken the Muslims so that he could come aud claim victory. 
What benetited the Muslims was their ability to move quickly, in 
contrast to the slow movements of the enemy army.^^ 


1.3. Abu 'Ubayd's battle of the bridge 13 A.H. 

When al-Jalinus fled from the Muslims, the Persians 
regrouped and gathered around Rustam. He mobilized a huge army 
led by Bahman Jadhawayh and gave him the flag of Chosroes which 
was called Dirafsh Kabyan (whieh means “great flag“) and which the 
Persians regarded as lucky. It was made of tiger skins, and was eight 
cubits wide and tweive cubits long. They reached where the Muslims 
were, and between them was a river, crossed by a bridge. They sent 
word saying, “Either you cross over to us, or we will cross over to 
you.” The Muslims said to their commander Abu ‘Ubayd, “Tell them 
to cross overto us.” He said: “They are not more courageous than we 
are.” Then he crossed over to them and they met in a narrow place, 
where they fought intensely. The Muslims had nearly ten thousand 
men. The Persians had brought elephants with them, which were 
wearing a lot of bells, to scare the Muslims’ horses. Every time they 
attacked the Muslims, the horses fled from the elephants, because of 
the sound of tiiose bells. Only a few horses could be made to stand 
firm, with great diSiculty. When the Muslims attacked them, their 
horses would not go near the elephants, and the Persians hit them 
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with arrows and killed many people. But the Muslims still managed 
to kill six thousand of therm^* 

The Muslims’ horses were seared of the sound of the bells 
wom by the elephants, and the Muslims could not reach the enemy 
with the elephants scaring their horses, so Abu ‘Ubayd went on foot 
and the people did likewise, and they started Sghting them with their 
swords. The Muslims lost their horses and became foot soldiers, 
Aghting the Persian elephants, horsemen and foot soldiers, as well as 
the archers who stmck the Muslims as they were trying to drive their 
horses forward, and the horses were refusing. It was a difficult 
situation, but the Muslims showed great courage and sacrifice, such 
as has rarely been seen in history. They stood up to the Persians 
despite their superiority in weaponry and means of Aghting. The 
elephants were the worst weapon faced by the Muslims, for tihey had 
thrown their ranks into disarray. Abu ‘Ubayd caUed them to focus on 
the elephants, cut their saddle straps and push their riders off. He 
himself started with the white elephant; he hung onto its strap and cut 
it, and its riders fell off. The Mushms did likewise, not leaving any 
elephant but they pushed its riders off and killed them. But the 
elephants continued to attack, because they had been trained to do so. 
Abu ‘Ubayd thought that he should get rid of them, so he asked how 
they could be killed, and he was told that if he cut off their trunks, 
they would die. So he attacked the white elephant and struck its trunk 
with the sword, but the elephant defended itself with its tioreleg, 
throwing him to the grormd and then stepping on him. His brother al- 
Hakam ibn Mas‘ood took the flag and fought the elephant until he 
managed to get it off Abu ‘Ubayd, but the same thing happened to 
him as had happened to Abu ‘Ubayd. Al-Hakam wanted to kiU it, but 
it threw h im down with its foreleg and stepped on him. The Muslim 
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flag passed to those who had been named by Abu ‘Ubayd, including 
his three sons, Wahb, Mahk and Jabr, until they were all killed, then 
leadership passed to al-Muthanna ibn Harithah, at the end of the day. 
Some of the Muslims had crossed the bridge, retreating, and the 
withdrawal fi:om the battlefield continued. When ‘Ahdullah ibn 
Marthad ath-Thaqafi saw that, he hastened to cut the hridge, and said: 
“Die for the same cause as your commanders died, or be victorious! ” 
He tried to stop the people crossing the bridge, so they brought him to 
al-Mutharma, who hit him because he was so angry with what he had 
done. He said: “What made you do that?” He said, “So that they 
would fight.” But his idea was not appropriate, because cutting the 
bridge led to some of the Muslims falling into the river and drowning, 
because of the intense pressure ^rom the Persians. But the idea of the 
Muslims protecting those who were left by withdrawing if they could 
was the right idea. This is what al-Muthanna did when he ordered that 
the bridge he restored. He and the Mnsiim heroes with him stood and 
protected the Muslims’ backs until they had crossed. Al-Muthanna 
said: “O’ people, we will protect you; take your time to cross (the 
bridge) and do not rush, for we will not leave until we see that you are 
on the other side. Do not drown yourselves.” Muthanna and the 
heroes who were with him, such as ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr and al-Kalj ad- 
Dabbi, were the last ones to cross. Bahman Jadhawayh tried to 
destroy the remaming Musiims, but he was not abJe to. Muthanna 
robbed him of this opportunity when he took charge of this organized 
withdrawal. Undoubtedly these heroes who protected the Muslims’ 
backs until they had withdrawn strove their utmost in standing firm 
before the enemy. Five thousand Mushms withdrew, leaving behind 
four thou^and martyrs, among whom was a large number of the 
Sahdbah (may Allah be pleased wilh them), especially those who had 
accompanied Abu ‘Ubayd fi:om Madeenah. Two thousand of those 
who withclrew retumed to Madeenah and elsewhere, and only three 
thousand ^tayed with al-Muthanna, As for the Persians, six thousand 
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of them had been killed, despite the bad situation in which the 
Muslims had found themselves, which is indicative of their courage 
and steadfastness.*® 

The most important lessons of 
Abu 'Ubayd^s battle of the bridge 

1.3.1. True dreams 

Dawmah, the wife of Abu ‘Ubayd, had seen a dream in which 
a man came down from heaven with a vessel in which there was a 
drink. Abu ‘Ubayd, his son Jabr and some of his family drank from it. 
She told Abu ‘Ubayd about that and he said: “This is martyrdom.” 
Abu ‘Ubayd announced to the people: “If I am killed, then So and so 
is in charge of the people,” and he listed seven men of Thaqeef, who 
were relatives of his whom his wife had seen in her dream. When the 
last of them was killed, leadership passed to al-Muthanna ibn 
Harithah.^® 

1.3.2. Two mistakes which led to defeat 

Abu ‘Ubayd went against the advice of the army commanders 
and prominent figures who were with him, who told him not to cross 
the bridge, but he did not pay attention. He went his own way and 
crossed the bridge with great courage and the desire for martyrdom, 
but he did not plan properly for the battle. He did not study the lay of 
the land sufficiently.^^ He lost an element of security when he 
confmed himself to a place with a narrow exit and it is as if he led his 
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army into a trap with no reason. He lost the advantage of using 
different types of weapons together when his horsemen no longer 
played a role in the battle, and his forces had to proceed on foot with 
no cavalry, and they had to face the infantry, cavahy and elephants of 
the Persians. There was no efficient leadership in this battle rmtil al- 
Muthanna Anally took over, afler the seven who had gone before 
him. He also forfeited the ability to manoeuvTe his troops properly 
because of the narrowness of the place, as the large number of his 
troops was no use in unsuitable terrain, and he did not succeed in 
choosing a good battle plan to help him achieve his aims. He lost all 
that, and in fact he handed it all to the enemy to use against him.^^ 

What made Abu ‘Ubayd’s error worse was another mistake 
which compounded the fiTst. This was the mistake made by 
‘Abdullah ibn Marthad ath-Thaqafi when he cut the bridge so that 
none of the Muslims could retreat. Were it not for the grace of Allah, 
then the steadfastness of al-Muthanna ibn HMthah and those who 
were with him, all the Muslims would have been killed.^^ 

1.3.3. The valiie of strong leadership in the held 

The battle of the bridge proves the importance of strong 
leadership in the field, as represented by al-Muthanna and the 
commanders who were with him. When calamity befell the army, 
those leaders who could do so brou^t their troops out of that 
situation.^'* With the help of Ihose heroes, al-Muthanna was able to 
protect the MusUm army and he was the last one to cross the bridge. 
This is one of the noblest kinds of sacritice.^^ 
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1.3.4. Al“Muthanna raised the morale of his troops 

Al-Muthanna withdrew with four thousand troops who were 
lett froin the original number of ten thousand, and he began his 
pursuit of the two Persian leaders, Jaban and Mardanshah, in the 
direction of Alees (as-Samawah). Al-Muthanna pursued them for a 
long distance, because he did not want them to launch a counter- 
attack until they had gone far from the place of withdrawal. When he 
reached as-Samawah, he larmched a sudden and shocking attack with 
his cavahy, which he himself led, and defeated them. It seems that the 
element of suiprise, and the fact that they could not imagine that a 
man who has lost most of his army would be able to show such 
resolve, left the Persians stunned by this attack, and they suffered 
great losses as a result. Al-Muthanna managed to capture the two 
leaders, whora he executed. This victory had an immense impact on 
strengthening the morale of those who were left of his army and of 
the local inhabitants; it also raised the status of al-Muthanna in the 
eyes of his troops and the neighbouring tribes.^® 

1.3.5. Every time the Musltms are faced 
with a dilemma, Allah will create 

the means to get them out of that 

Al-Muthanna stayed in Iraq with a small number who were not 
enough to guard the lands and possessions that the Muslims had 
gained. The Persians could have driven the remnant of the MusUm 
army out of Iraq, and they would have found that the Arabs who were 
stiU loyal to them would chase the Muslims out into the desert. But 
Allah was with this believing group as He is with the believers in all 
places. Every time the sineere Muslims fall into a dilemma, Allah 
creates the means for them to get out of that. Allah created something 
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that distracted the Persians fi:om the Muslims and they split into two 
groups, one with Rustam and one with Fayrazan. News of that 
reached the Persian mler, Bahman Jadhawayh, and he hastened to 
retum to al-Mada’in, as he was one who was looked up to in political 
affairs. Thus Allah spared the Muslims from Sghting and He spared 
them trom calamity. This gave them the opportunity to receive 
reinforcements coming fi:om Madeenah to strengthen them and maJce 
their army bigger.^^ 


1.4. The battle of al-Buwayb 13 A.H. 

‘Umar mobilized the people and sent reintorcements to the 
Muslim army m Iraq, among whom were Jareer ibn ‘Abdullah al- 
Bajali and his people, and Handhalah ibn ar-Rabee‘. He also sent 
Hilal ibn ‘Alqamah and a group fi:om the tribes of Khath‘am under 
the leadership of ‘ Abdullah ibn Dhi as-Sahmayn. He also sent them 
to Iraq to join the Muslim troops there. Both ‘Umar ibn Rib‘i ibn 
Handhalah. with his people, and Rib‘i ibn ‘Amir ibn Khalid came to 
the caliph and he sent them to join the troops in Iraq too. Thus 
columns of reinforcements came one after another, marching towards 
Iraq. At the same time, al-Muthanna ibn Harithah as-Shaybani sent 
word to the Mushm commanders in Iraq, asking for support, and they 
sent remforcements to increase the size of his army.^* 

When the Persian leaders found out that a huge army had 
gathered around al-Muthanna, they sent Mahran al-Hamadhani with 
an army of horsemen to conJront the army of al-Muthaima. When al- 
Muthanna found out about that, he wrote to the reintorcements who 
were coming to him, telling them to join him at al-Buwayb. These 
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remforcements were being led by Jareer ibn ‘Abdullah, and when al- 
Muthanna wrote to him, he said: “A new development has arisen and 
we cannot wait here until you join us, so hasten to join us and we will 
met in al-Buwayb.” So they met in al-Buwayb, and there was 
nothing between them and the Persian army but the river. Al- 
Muthanna waited until Mdiran wrote to him and said: “Either you 
cross over to us or we will cross over to you.” Al-Muthanna said, 
“Cross over.” So Mahran crossed over with his army. That happened 
in Rama(^ 13 A.H. Al-Muthanna stood up and addressed his troops, 
and said to the Muslims: “You are fasting and fastmg weakens you; I 
think that you should break your fast and eat something to gain 
strength to fight your enemy.” They agreed to that and broke their 
fast. Then al-Muthanna prepared his army and went around 
encouraging them to fight, saying to every group: “I hope that the 
Arabs will not be defeated because of you. By AUah, there is nothing 
that I want for myself this day that I do not want for you.” The 
narrators said that al-Muthanna was kind to them in word and deed, 
and he stayed with the people at times of hardship and times of ease; 
no one could find fault with him in word or deed.^^ This is indicative 
of his good leadership and great wisdom, and of the fact that the army 
obeyed him out of Iove and conviction. When al-Muthanna was 
pleased with the army’s preparations he said, “I will say takbeer three 
times, so get ready, then attack when I say it the fourth time.” But 
when he said the first takbeer, the Persians attacked first, so they 
mshed forward and engaged with them with the iirst tatbeer. It was 
not the Persians’ custom to msh into battle, but perhaps what had 
happened at the battle of the bridge, where the Muslims were 
defeated, had taken away some of the Persians’ fear of the Muslims. 
Thus the Persians began the attack, and the Muslims stood firm and 
continued to engage in heavy fighting with them. As well as 
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participating in the Aghting, al-Muthanna was also watching 
caretully over his army. Whenever he saw any weak point, he sent a 
man there to tell them, “The commander sends his saldm to you and 
says: “Do not expose the Muslims to danger today.” They agreed and 
filled the gap.^” 

When the battle had raged Aercely for a long time, al- 
Muthanna said to Anas ibn Hilal: “O’ Anas, if you see me attacking 
Mahran, joinme,” andhe saidlikewise toIbnMardi al-Fahr. Then al- 
Muthanna attacked Mahran, and pushed him towards the right flank. 
Al-Muthanna continued to putpressure on his anny. The cores of the 
two armies met in combat and the dust flew up; the Aanks were also 
Aghting and could not come to the aid of their leaders, either the 
mushrikoon or the Muslims. Mas‘ood ibn Harithah, the conomander 
of the MusUm infantry, said to his troops: “If you see that we are 
stmck, do not stop fighting, for you will expose the army and cause 
defeat. Stick to your positions and do not leave any gaps.”^^ 
Mas‘ood and other Muslim commanders were stmck, and Mas‘ood 
saw his troops wavertng because he had been hit and was weak and 
heavily wounded. He said, “O’ troops of Bakr ibn Wa’il, raise your 
flags, may Allah grant you victory! Do not be stunned because of my 
death.” Al-Muthanna realized that his brother had been stmck so he 
addressed the people, saying, “O’ Muslims, do not wony about my 
brother being stmck, for the best of you die in that manner.” 

Anas ibn Hilal an-Numayri fought until he was stmck. Al- 
Muthanna carried him and carried his brother Mas‘ood, and brought 
them to his tent. The Aghting was still raging all along the fi:ont, but 
in the heart of the battle the tide began to tum against the Persians. 
The core of the Muslim army inAicted heavy losses on the Persian 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 4/288. 
Ibid. 




‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 135 


core, and al-Muthanna drove a wedge into the core of the Persian 
army. Among those who penetrated the Persian army was Jareer ibn 
‘Abdullah, along with Bajeer, Ibn al-Hawbar and al-Mundhir ibn 
Hassan, and the people of Dabbah who were with them. Qurt ibn 
Jamah al-‘Abdi fought imtil many spears and swords were broken in 
his hand; he killed Shahr Baraz, one of the Persian chiettains and the 
leader of their cavalry. The hghting continued until the Muslims 
destroyed the core of the Persian army and penetrated deep into tlieir 
ranks. Al-Muthanna stood where the dust was thick imtil it settled, 
and the core of the mushrik army had been tinished oflf and their 
commander Mahram had been killed, but the tlanks of the amties 
were still tighting one another. When the Muslims on the Aanks saw 
that the core of the army had been defeated and its people were dead, 
their resolve against the mushrikeen was strengthened and they 
started chasing the Persians. Al-Muthanna and the Muslims in the 
core were pra)ting for their victory, until the Muslims defeated the 
Persians. Then al-Muthanna rushed to the bridge before the Persians 
got there and cut it, and the Persians spread all over the banks of the 
Euphrates and the Muslim horsemen attacked them and killed theni, 
leaving their bodies in heaps. Some nairators report that the number 
of their slain reached one hundred thousand.^^ 

1.4.1. The cotmcil of war after the battle 

The tighting ceased and al-Muthatma and the Muslims looked 
at the tens of thousands of bodies; the ground was soaked with their 
blood and remains. Then he sat with the army to discuss the matter 
and ask them what they had done. Eveiy time a man came al- 
Muthanna said to him: “Tell me what you did, ” and they told him and 
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gave him a picture of the battle. Al-Muthanna said: “The Arabs and 
the Persians fought during the Jdhiliyah and after Islam came. By 
Allah, during the Jdhiliyah, a hundred Persians were stronger than a 
thousand Arabs, but today a hundred Arabs are stronger than a 
thousand Persians. Allah has taken away their power and weakened 
them, so do not be conftised by their appearance or their great 
numbers...”^'^ 

This comment at tiiis time was entirely appropriate, because al- 
Muthanna explained his good experience in war with the Persians at a 
time when many of the Muslims had come to Iraq to take part in war 
against the Pereians for the first time. Al-Muthanna compared what 
they had seen in a particular battle with other battles that he had 
fought before.^^ 

1.4.2. Al-Muthanna's regret at cutting 
the Persians' line of retreat 

Al-Muthanna regretted cutting the Persians’ line of retreat and 
taking away the bridge ti^om behind them. He said: ‘T made a 
mistake, but Allah reduced its impact when I rushed to the bridge 
ahead of them and cut it so as to comer them. I believe this was a 
mistake, so do not do it mid do not foUow my example. It was a 
mistake on my part; no one should be comered.”^^ AI-Muthanna 
explained the reason for this mistake at the end of this speech, when 
he noted, on the basis of his experience in warfare, that preventing the 
enemy A^om Aeeing makes them fight more fiercely in self-defence. 
When a man realizes that he is going to be killed, he does his utmost 
to defend himself. This cost the army a great deai of effort as they 
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tried to JSnish off the enemy, but Allah reduced the impact of this 
mistake as al-Muthanna stated, as it helped the Muslims to remain 
steadfast, so their power was greater than the enemy could bear. 
Allah cast fear into the hearts of the enemy until they lost their ability 
to resist and defend themselves.^^ 

Al-Muthaima’s acknowledgment of this mistake, although he 
was the man who achieved a great victory in this battle, is indicative 
of strong faith and selAessness, for he put the interests of the group 
before his own self-interests. This is the mark of a great man.^* 

1.4.3. Al-Muthaima's ]motvledge of military psychology 

In addition to what we have mentioned of al-Muthaima’s 
genius, his brilliance included another depth which has to do with 
war, which was his knowledge of mihtary psychology and how to 
deal with one’s brothers in jihad. We see that a spuit of overwheIming 
love tied al-Mutha nn a to those who were with him, which highlights 
his emotional attitude towards them. This stands out in the way that 
he spoke to them and the way they spoke of him. We see it when he 
went around on his horse ash-Shumoos to each group in tum, 
encouraging them and giving them instructions, and motivating them 
to do their best, telling them, “By Allah, I like for myself this day 
nothing other than what I like for all of you.”^^ And tihey responded 
to him in like manner. The narrators say tihat no one could find fault 
with him in word or deed.'*“ When he saw the Persian ranks 
attacking, with their voices raised, he realized the effect that this 
would have in hand-to-hand combat, especially when the memory of 
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Abu ‘Ubayd’s bridge was still fi:esb ia their miads. So he spoke 
cunaiag words which helped them to remaia steadfast and 
couateracted the effect of that loud noise. He said, with amazing 
caknness, “What you are hearing is a sign of failure. Keep quiet and 
only speak in whispers.”'*’ 

When his brother Mas‘ood was stmck a fatal blow, he spoke 
words that deserve to be engraved in letters of gold: “O’ Muslims, do 
not worry about the fall of my brother, for this is how the best of you 
fall.”"^^ No less great were the words spoken by his brother himself, 
when he was ofFertng his soul with the joy of martyrdom: “Raise 
your flags, may AUah grant you yictory. Do not worry about my 
falling. ” When al-Muthanna stood to offer the Ameral prayer for his 
brother and some of the martyrs he said: “What consoles me is the 
fact that they witnessed the battle of al-Buwayb; they went forward 
and were steadfast; they were not scared and they did not retreat. 
Indeed in martyrdom there is expiation for sins.”'*^ Al-Muthanna 
loved his troops and was compassionate towards them, and checked 
on them firequently. At the same time, he was strict and deeisive, 
adhering to what is known nowadays as military discipline.'^ When 
he saw a man who was eager and pushing ahead, he said, “What is 
the matter with him?” They said, “He is one of those who fled Irom 
the battleAeld on the day of the bridge, and now he is eager to fight. ” 
He hit him with his spear and said, “What’s wrong with you? Stay 
where you are, then when you see someone of your own caliber, then 
take care of him; you do not have to kiU yourseU:.” He said, “I shall 
do that,” and he settled down and stayed in his rank.^^^ As al- 
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Mutharma was compassionate towards his troops, the feeling was 
mutual. We see that clearly in the poetiy which flowed from the lips 
of his soldiers. One of his troops composed lines of verse which 
indicated that he clearly prefeiTed al-Muthanna to Khalid ibn al- 
Waleed and Abu ‘Ubaydah ath-Thaqafi. The poet was from the tribe 
of ‘Abd Qays, he was not from Banu Shayban or Banu Bakr ibn 
Wa’il, so that it might be said that he had a clannish attachment to his 
own people.'*^ 

Al-Mutharma ibn Harithah was a commander with a deep 
knowledge of military psychology, centuries before any professor 
wrote a single letter on this subject."’^^ 

1.4.4. The attitude of the womenfolk of the Mujahideen 

One of the attitudes which should be noted is that of the 
womenfolk of the Muslims, when the Muslim commander sent them 
some of the food that they had acquired. He sent it with one of the 
Christian Arab leaders, whose name was ‘Amr ibn ‘Abdul-Maseeh 
ibn Buqaylah, with some of his men. When the women saw theni, 
they screamed thinking it was a raid, and they started to protect their 
children by throwing stones and sticks at them. ‘Amr ibn ‘Abdul- 
Maseeh said; “This is how you would expect the womenioUc of this 
army to be,” and he gave them the good news of the victory."^* This 
attitude is indicative of a sound Muslim education and shows how a 
Muslim character should be, even among women, for they must have 
had some training in how to defend themselves when there were no 
men arormd. This decisive victory gave the Muslims free rein in fraq 
m the region between the two rivers. Al-Muthanna sent his leaders to 
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subdue other regions to Muslim ruie, where they collected the booly 
that Allah bestowed upon them so that they eould continue the jihad 
against their enemies.'^^ 

1.4.5. Pursuit of the Aeeing remnants of the army 

The joy of victory did not deAect al-Muthanna from his goal. 
After the battle, he urged the people to foilow the defeated army to 
as-Sayyib. The Muslims set out after the Aeeing remnants of the 
army. Among them were some who had been present at the battle of 
Abu ‘Ubayd’s bridge; they gathered a great deal of booty and raided 
as far as-Sabat, then they tumed back and joined al-Muthanna. The 
importance of the battle of al-Buwayb lay not only in boosting 
morale after the defeat at the bridge, but also in giving the Muslims 
control over the entire region between the two rivers. They had been 
fighting no fiuther than the Euphrates, then they fought in the region 
between the Euphrates and the Tigris. After al-Buwayb they were in 
full control of this region which extended between the Euphrates and 
the Tigris. They could travel throughout the whole region without 
fearmg any enemy.^° The battle of al-Buwayb was akin to the battle 
of al-Yarmook in S^nia.^^ 

1.4.6. The Persian reaction 

Events such as these could not happen without there being 
some repercussions among the ruling circles of Persia. The Persian 
leaders got together and spoke to Rustam and Fayrazan, sa^dng: 
“Why are you so divided that you have weakened the Persians and 
encouraged their enemies? By Allah, nothing has brought this 
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weakness upon us but you, O’ commanders. You have divided the 
people of Persia and distracted them firom their enemies. After 
Baghdad, Sabat and Takrit there is nothing left but al-Mada’in. By 
Allah, you will unite, or we will start with you before anyone can 
rejoice in our misfortune. By Allah, were it not that killing you may 
lead to our own doom, we would have hastened to kill you now. If 
you do not give up (this division), we will kiU you, then let us be 
doomed after we have had the satisfaction of killing you.”^^ 

After that, Rustara and Fayrazan went to Booran and said to 
her: “Write to the wives and concubines of Chosroes and the wives 
and concubines ofihefamily ofChosroes forus.” So she didthatand 
wrote a letter for them. They sent word, asking them to come, and 
they brought them all and handed them over to some men to torture 
them and make them tell them of any male child of Chosroes. They 
did not fiind any of them with these women, except that one of them 
said that there was no one left except a boy called Yazdagird, who 
was a son of Shahriyar the son of Chosroes; his mother was irom the 
people of Baduria. They sent people after her and caught her, and 
demanded to know where he was. When the women were gathered 
together, his patemal uncle Sheerawayh was in the white palace and 
killed all the males of the family of Chosroes, seventeen brothers, so 
that no one would compete for the throne of Persia. She had 
smuggled him out and hidden him with his matemal uncles in 
Istakhar. Among those whom Sheerawayh killed was his brother 
Shahriyar the son of Chosroes Barweez firom his favourite wife 
Shireen. He was the father of this Yazdagird. They put pressure on 
the mother of Yazdagird and she told them where he was. They sent 
for him and brought him on the basis that he was the sole remaining 
male of the family of Sasan (the Sasanids), and they appointed him as 
king. He was twenty-one years old, and they imited around him and 
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all the Persians accepted him and competed in obeying him and 
supporting him. They thought that this was a way out of their 
dilemma.^^ Yazdagird III started to exercise his authority with the 
help of Rustam and Fayrazan. They renewed the border posts of 
Chosroes and appointed troops to each post and to al-Heerah, al- 
Anbar and al-Ablah.^'* 

1.4.7. 'Umar's instmctions to al-Muthanna 

News of the movements of Yazdagird III reached al- 
Muthanna, details of which were brought by his spies. He wrote to 
‘Umar, teUing him of these events and of the expected counter-attack. 
Al-Muthanna’s prediction proved true, for the letter did not reach 
‘Umar before the people of the area between the two rivers tumed 
kdfir, broke their treaty, and revolted against the Muslims. The 
Persians hastened their attack and marched to tight when those ahl 
adh-dhimmah revolted. When al-Mutharma saw that, he realized that 
he had advanced too far and had occupied a greater area than his 
forces could keep control of, so his occupation could not last. So he 
withdrew with his guards until he reached Dhu Qar, and the people 
stayed in one camp in at-Taff. ‘Umar was more cautious, and his 
letter reached them, saying: “Get out from among the Persians and go 
to the desert and scatter among the oases that are near the border with 
the Persians, on the border between your land and their land. Do not 
leave anyone of Rabee‘ah or any of the righters or horsemen of 
Mu^ and their alUes without bringing them with you; if they come 
willingly, all well and good, otherwise use force. Stay close to Ihe 
border between your land and theirs, until you receive turther 
instmctions.”^^ 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 4/301; at-Tareeq ila al-Madd’in, p. 467. 
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Al-Muthanna camped in Dhu Qar and the Muslims spread out 
in al-JuU and Sharaf, as far as Ghu^.^® The forces scattered 
throughout the oases, fi-om one end of the Iraq desert to the other, 
fi-om Ghu^ to al-Qatqatanah there were posts Srom whieh they could 
see one another and help one another if anything happened, watching 
and waiting for a new campaign. At the same time, the posts of 
Chosroes were on aJeit and the Persians were ready, but they were 
nervous and worried about a Muslim attack. The Muslims were eager 
to fight but their commanders were holding them back, following 
‘Umar’s instructions and waiting for reinforcements. That was at the 
end of Dhu al-Qa‘dah 13 A.H./January 635 C.E.^^ ‘Umar said; “By 
AUah, I will send the kings of the Arabs to fight against the kiogs of 
the Persians.” 

Then the first thing that he did was to write to his agents who 
were in charge of the small towns and tribes. That was in Dhu al- 
Hijjah, at the time when the pilgrims were setting out for Hajj. The 
first tribes whose routes led to Makkah and Madeenah came to him, 
as did those who were on the road to Iraq, who were nearer to 
Madeenah. They came to him in Madeenah on the way back Irom 
Hajj and told him about those who were in Iraq. Those whose routes 
were close to lraq joined al-Muthanna. ‘Umar did not Ieave any 
leader, or any man of wisdom, noble position or power, or any 
khateeb or poet, but he sent him against them. He sent the most 
prominent of people against them.^* 


Mountains in the direction of Ba§ra. [Author] 
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2. The Battle of al-^adisiyah 

When ‘Umar foimd out tliat the Persians were making 
preparations and were gathering to eradicate the small number of 
Muslim forces remaining in Iraq, he issued orders for compulsory 
conscription, because the situation required that. Hence he 
commanded al-Muthanna to look at the tribes around him and see 
who was fit and able to fight and to bring them, willingly or 
otherwise. This was the compulsory conscription which ‘Umar 
deemed essential, and he was the first one to do that in Islam. This 
shows that Muhammad Faraj, the author of al-‘Askariyah al- 
Isldmiyah, was mistaken when he said that compulsory conscription 
first appeared at the time of the Umayyads. ‘Umar issued the 
command for compulsory conscription and his command was carried 
out. No sooner had the caUph’s letter reached al-Muthanna but he 
started to implement the orders contained therein immediately, 
according to the plan which ‘Umar had drawn up for his movements. 
‘Umar sent word to his govemors telling them not to leave anyone 
who had a weapon, horse, physical strength or wisdom, hut to send 
them to him. He ordered them to recruit people by force and asked 
them to send the new recmits to Iraq.^^ 

The situation in Persia changed with the arrival of Yazdagird 
as ruler, and the situation of the Persians was as foIlows: There was 
now intemal stability as the result of Yazdagird’s appointment and 
the people’s unitmg around him. The Persians felt reassured and 
conAdent, and their leaders competed in obeying and supporting him. 
They announced a general conscription which included everyone 
whom the Persians could recmit; they distributed groups of soldiers 
throughout the land that had been conquered by the MusUms. 
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Pinally they provoked the local population and incited them 
against the Muslims, until they broke their treaty, renounced Muslim 
protection and rebelled against them.^® 

The situation of the Muslims changed and became as follows: 
Withdrawal 

Al-Muthanna and the other leaders left, withdrawing firom 
among the Persians and leaving the lands they had conquered. They 
withdrew and dispersed among the oases on the border between the 
Arab and Persian lands. Al-Muthanna camped at Dhu Qar, and the 
rest of the people camped in at-Taff. They set up posts in Iraq where 
they could see one another and come to one another’s aid if needed. 

The compulsory conscription among the Muslims balanced 
out the compulsory conscription among the Persians.^* 

2.1. Appointment of Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas 
as commander in Iraq 

This was the third stage in the conquest of Iraq, which started 
with the appointment of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas (j^) as commander of 
the jihad in Iraq in 14 A.H. That year — 14 A.H. — began with 
‘Umar urging the people to engage in jihad against the Persians. On 
the tirst day of Muharram he rode out fi:om Madeenah at the head of 
the armies and camped at an oasis called Sirar.^^ He camped there, 
planning to lead the attack on Iraq himselT He left ‘Ali ibn Abi Tahb 
in charge of Madeenah during his absence, and took with him 
‘Uthman ibn ‘AfEan and the leaders of the Sahdbah. Then he held a 


Harakat al-Fath al-lsldmi. p, 80. 
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council to consult the Sahdbah about what he was planning to do. 
The call went out, as-Saldtu Jdmi‘ah (prayer is about to begin), and 
he sent for ‘Ali, who came from Madeenah. Then he consulted them 
and they all agreed that he should go to Iraq, except ‘Abdur-Rahman 
ibn ‘Awf, who said to him: “I fear that if anything happens to you, the 
Muslims will become weak in all regions of the land. I think that you 
should send a man and retum to Madeenah.” ‘Umar and the people 
decided that Ibn ‘Awf was right, and ‘Umar asked: “Who do you 
think I should send to Iraq?” He said, “You have already found him.” 
He then asked, “Who is he?” He said, “The Uon in his den: Sa‘d ibn 
Malik az-Zuhri (i.e., Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas).” ‘Umar liked the idea 
and sent for Sa‘d, whom he appointed as commander in Iraq.^^ 

2.1.1. '111X13/s advice to Sa'd 

When Sa‘d (^^) came to Madeenah, ‘Umar appointed him as 
commander of the war in Iraq, and said to him; “O’ Sa‘d, do not think 
that you wiU be fme just because you are the matemal uncle of the 
Messenger of Allah (^) and the Companion of the Messenger of 
Allah (^). Allah does not erase what is bad by something else Ihat is 
bad, rather He erases what is bad by something that is good. There is 
no relationship between Allah and anyone except through obedience 
to H im . The people, noble and ignoble alike, are all equal before 
Allah. Allah is their Lord and they are His slaves, and their criterion 
for superiority is being soimd. They attain what is with Him by means 
of obedience. Look at the way of the Messenger of Allah (^) from 
the time he was sent until he left us, and adhere to it, for it is the 
proper way. This is my advice to you. If you ignore it and tum away 
from it, you will be one of the losers. This is eloquent advice from 


Tarteeb wa Tahdheeb al-Bidayah wa an-Nihdyah, p. 96, 
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a great and wise caliph. ‘Umar imderstood the weak point that could 
aifect Sa‘d, which is that he thought that he would be Sne because of 
his close relationship to the Prophet (^), which might make him feel 
somewhat proud towards other Muslims. So ‘Umar reminded him of 
the general Islamic principle which is that the criterion of honour for 
a Muslim in this iife — as Allah their Lord said, and they are His 
slaves — is being sound, and they can only attain what is with H im 
by obeying Him. Being soimd means being ffee of diseases of the 
heart, as if he is saying that superiority is achieved by keeping away 
from sin and by obeying Allah. This is the taqwa (piely, fear of Allah) 
which Allah has made the criterion of honour, as He (|^) says: 

i... Yerily, the most honourable of you with Allah is that [believer] 
who has at-Taqwa [i.e. he is one of the Muttaqoon (the pious)]...^ 

(Qur’an 49: 13) 

This is a just and merciiul criterion, which every Muslim can attain if 
he strives to seek the pleasure of AUah and happmess in the 
Hereatter. Then at the end of this advice, ‘Umar mentioned the 
importance of adhering to the way of the Messenger of AUah (^), 
which mcludes adhering to the religion as a whole and appl^dng it to 
the people.^^ 

2.1.2. Other advice 

Then the caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ( 4 ^) advised Sa‘d ibn 
Abi Waqqas again, when he wanted to send him, saying: “I have 
appointed you in charge of the war in Iraq, so heed my advice. You 
are going to face somethmg diABcult, and nothing can save you from 
it except the truth. Accustom yourself and those who are with you to 
doing good, start everything with good, and reraember that for every 
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good habit there is a means to develop it. The means of developing 
good is patience. If you are patient in bearing everything that befalls 
you or happens to you, you will gain fear of Allah. Remember that 
fear of AUah is a combination of two things: obeying Him and 
avoidmg disobedience. Those who obey Him do so by hating this 
world and lovmg the Hereafter, and those who disobey Him do so by 
loving this world and hating the Hereafter. The signs of faith are 
instilled by Allah in the heart; some are hidden and some are visible. 
As for that which is visible, it is when the one who praises a person 
and the one who criticizes h im on the basis of truth are the same to 
him. As for that which is hidden, it may be manifested in wisdom 
Aowing from his heart on his tongue and people’s love for him. Do 
not think little of how important it is for people to love you, for the 
Prophets asked that people should love them. When AUah loves a 
person He makes others love him too, and when He hates a person He 
makes others hate him too. You should think of your status before 
AUah by checking your status before the people who are with you in 
this cause.”^^ 

From this text we leam a number of things, including the foUowing: 

Adhering to the truth saves the Muslim from difficulties, 
because the one who adheres to the truth is with Allah, and if a person 
is with Allah, Allah vriU be with Him by His support and help. These 
feelings will give the Muslim a strong motivation to double his 
elTorts and confront difficulties and hardships, in addition to peace of 
mind which is enjoyed by the one who adheres to the truth in word 
and deed. That is in contrast to the one who deviates from the path of 
tmth, who feels amrious and suffers many kinds of pain, such as a 
guilty conscience and the fear that people will iind him out, as well as 
the fear of unknown consequences of deviation. 
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‘Umar stated that the means of attaining goodness is patience, 
because the path of goodness is not paved with carpets, rather it is 
rough and thomy, and travelling it requires a great deal of struggle 
(jihad). So the one who wants to travel this road must equip himself 
with patience, otheiwise he will give up partway. 

‘Umar said that fear of Allah means obeying Him and 
avoiding disobedience, then he explained the greatest motive that 
will make a man obey Him, which is hatred of this world and love of 
the Hereatter. The greatest motive that makes a man disobey Allah is 
love of this world and hatred of the Hereatter. 

ITien he said that hearts have signs of faith, and he gave the example 
of dealing with people on the basis of tmth when one is angry and 
when one is content. A man should not let people’s praise make him 
try to please them b y tumi ng away hro m t he tnith. or let their criticism 
of him make him mistreat them or be unfair towards them. 

‘Umar stated that one of the hidden signs of faith in the heart is 
wisdom that flows from the Muslim’s heart on his tongue, and that he 
is Ioved by his Muslim brothers. For Allah’s love of His slave is 
connected to the Mushms’ love for him; when Allah ioves a person 
He makes him beloved to His slaves.^^ If Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, who 
the Prophet (^) had testihed was one of the people of Paradise, 
needed this advice, then how about us, who have so much less 
understanding of Islam and are falhng so far short in applying it?^® 

2.1.3. A Khutbah (sermon) by "Uniar (^) 

Sa‘d went to ]jraq, accompanied by four thousand Mujdhideenj 
or it was said that there were six thousand. ‘Umar walked out with 
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them to bid farewell from Sirar as far as al-A‘was.^® Then he stood up 
to address the people and said: “Allah sets similitudes for you, and 
uses dififerent figures of speech to revive your hearts, for hearts are 
dead until Allah revives them. Whoever knows something, let him 
benelit from it, for there are signs and consequences of justice. Its 
signs are modesty, generosity, gentleness and soitness, and its 
consequence is mercy. For every matter Allah has made a way of 
dealing with it and a means of achieving it. The door to justice is 
leaming lessons, and its key is asceticism. Leaming lessons means 
remembering death by thinJdng about the dead and preparing for 
death by sending on good deeds. Asceticism means taking dues from 
everyone who owes them and giving them to e^eryone who is 
entitled to them, without making any concession to anyone in that 
and being content with what is suffrcient of basic necessities, for if a 
person is not content with the basic necessities, nothing will make 
him feel independent of means. Allah has obliged me to deal with 
supplications on His behalf, so bring your complaints to us. Whoever 
cannot do th at should bring them to one who wiU convey them to us, 
and we will restore his righte without hi m having to do much.”™ 

2.1.4. Sa'd's arrival in Iraq and 
the death of al-Muthaima 

Sa‘d travelled with his army until he stopped in a place called 
Zarood^* in Najd. The caliph sent four thousand men as 
reuribrcemente, and Sa‘d was able to mobilize a turther seven 
thousand from Najd. Al-Muthanna ibn Harithah ash-Shaybani was 


^ Al-A‘was: On the road towards Iraq. It is where the aiiport of Madeenah is 
located today. [Author] 
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waiting for him in Iraq with twelve thousand. 

Sa‘d stayed in Zarood, preparing for the decisive battle with 
the Persians, and waiting for the command of the caliph ‘Umar 
‘Umar took a keen interest in this battle and did not leav6 any 
commander, wise man, nobleman, powerM person, orator or poet 
but he sent them against the Persians. He sent the most prominent and 
powerlul people against them.^^ Whilst Sa‘d and his army were 
encamped in Zarood, al-Muthanna became gravely ill. The narrators 
say that the wounds he had received on the day of the bridge 
reopened and started bleeding, and he realized that tbe end was near. 
As his pain grew intense, he appointed Basheer ibn al-Khasasiyah to 
be in charge of those who were with him after he died. Al-Muthanna 
asked for his brother al-Mu‘anna, and told him his last wishes, and 
asked hitn to convey them to Sa‘d. Then al-Muthanna surrendered his 
soul to his Creator, and this sun that had filled the conquests of Iraq 
with bright light Anally set.^^ 

In his fmal advice to Sa‘d, he told him not to fight his enemy 
and the enemy of the Muslims when they were mobilized to the 
iullest extent in their own land; rather he should fight them on the 
borders of their land, close to the land of the Arabs and close to 
refuge fi:om the land of the Persians. If Allah granted the Muslims 
yictory over the Persians, they would be able to capture all the land 
that lay behind them, and if the outcome was otherwise, they would 
be able to retreat and join the other Muslims. Then they would have 
better knowledge of the routes and would feel more courageous in 
their own land, until AUah tumed things around iti Iheir favour.^'* 

How similar were the last momesnts of al-Muthanna to the last 
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moments of the calipli Abu Bakr ( 4 ^). Both of them left this worid 
when they were thinking of the Mushms and giving advice 
conceming conquests. Abu Bakr died when he was advising ‘Umar 
and encouraging the people to conquer Iraq, and al-Muthanna died 
when he was passing on the fiuits of his experience in war against the 
Persians to the new leader of the war in Iraq, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas. 
As he breathed his last, he was thinking, planning and giving advice 
to Sa‘d.^^ 

When the advice and suggestions of al-Muthanna reached 
Sa‘d, he prayed for merey for him , and issued instractions that al- 
Mu‘anna ibn al-Harithah be kept in his position, and that the 
members of his household be taken care of.^^ It is worth noting that 
al-Muthanna left instructions that his wife, Salma bint Khasfah at- 
Taymiyah should marry Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas; Sa‘d proposed to her 
alter her ‘iddah was over and m arried her. Did al-Muthanna want to 
be kind to his Avife after he had passed away by letting her marry a 
great hero, one of the heroes of Islam whom the Messenger of Allah 
had testiSed as one of the people of Paradise? Or was it that she 
was inteUigent and wise, and had knowledge of her husband’s 
experience in war, and he wanted to benefit the Muslims thereby? 
Both are possible. This is a small example of the abundant virtues of 
that great generation.^^ 

2.1.5. Sa^d^s march to Iraq and s advice 

The command came from the caliph to Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas 
(may Allah be pleased with them) to set out from Zarood to Iraq in 
preparation for the decisive battle with the Persians. ‘Umar also sent 
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the following advice: 

“I am ordering you and the troops who are with you to fear Allah in 
aU cireumstances, for fear of Allah is the best weapon against the 
enemy and the strongest weapon in war. I am commanding you and 
those who are with you to be more caretul in avoiding sin thau in 
avoiding your enemy, for the sins of the army are to be feared more 
than their enemy. The Muslims are supported by therr enemy’s 
disobedience towards Allah; were it not for that, we would not have 
any strength, for our numbers are not lik e theirs and our weapons are 
not hke theirs. If we were equally ntatched in sin, they would have an 
advantage over us in strength, and if we did not have an advantage 
over them by our virtue, we would not be able to defeat them by our 
strength. Remember that you have over you protectors ^om Allah 
who know what you are doing, so feel shy before them and do not do 
any act of disobedience towards Allah. You are (striving) for the sake 
of Allah; do not say that our enemy is worse than us and will never 
prevail over us even if will commit sin. A people may be defeated by 
others who are worse than them, just as the Children of Israel were 
defeated by the kdjir Magians when they did deeds that angered 
Allah, and, 

C- They entered the very innermost parts of your homes. And it was 
a promise [completely] fulfilled.^ (Qur’an 17: 5) 

Ask Allah for help against your evil whinis and desires just as you 
ask Him for help against your enemies. I ask Allah for that, for us and 
for you. Be krnd to the Muslims on their mareh. Do not exhaust them 
on their march, lest they reach their enemy weakened fix)m their 
joumey, for they are marching towards an enemy that has not been 
traveUing, that has strong horses and riders. You and those who are 
with you should rest for one day and night every week, so that they 
will be able to regain their strength and lay down their weapons and 
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belongings. Do not camp near the towns of people who have a treaty 
with us or are under our protection, and do not let any of your 
companions interact with them except those whose religious 
commitment you are conMent of. Do not annoy any of the 
townspeople at all, for they are protected and you are being tested 
with regard to fulfilment of the treaty, just as they are being tested 
with regard to their patience in adhering to it. So long as they are 
keeping their promise to you, keep your promise to them. Do not seek 
yictory against your enemies by oppressing those with whom you 
have a treaty. When you reach the closest point of enemy land, spend 
out spies, for none of their affairs should be hidden from you. You 
should have with you Arabs and local people whom you trust and 
who you feel are sincere, for the news of a liar will be of no benefit to 
you, even if he tells the truth sometimes. The dishonest one is a spy 
against you, not for you. When you draw closer to the enemy’s land 
you should send out scouts and raiding parties to cut their supply 
lines and try to find out their weak points. Choose people of wisdom 
and strength among your companions for these missions, and choose 
the best horses. If they see the enemy the best way to deal with them 
is by means of good advice from these people. Put the people of 
jihad, patience and toughness in charge of these raiding parties, and 
do not show favour to anyone on the basis of whims and desires, 
because this may aiTect the whole a^air and lead to bad 
consequences. Do not send any scouts or raiding parties in a direction 
in which you feaT they may be exposed to danger. If you sight the 
enemy, then bring back your scouts and troops. But do not hasten to 
engage in fighting unless you are forced to, until you have had the 
opportunity to find out their fatal weak points and have studied the 
land until you know it as well as its people do. If any prisoner is 
brought to you with whom you do not have a treaty, you should 
execute him so as to strike fear into your enemies and the enemies of 
Allah. AUah is the best disposer of affairs for you and those who are 
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with you; He is the One Who grants victory to you over your enemy, 
and Allah is the One Whose help we seek.”^^ 

This great speech contains usetul advice and shows us an important 
aspect of ‘Umar’s greatness, namely his great experience in military 
planning. Divine help and guidance can clearly be seen in all his 
commands and advice.™ We can sum up some of the important 
principies included in this advice, as follows: 

❖ Commanding the army to fear Allah and be dutihil to Him in all 

situations. This is regarded as the primary weapon, and sin is 
regarded as the primary enemy, aiter which comes the kdfir 
enemy. 

❖ Drawing attention to the fact that there were angels keeping a 

close and constant watch over the Islamic army, and pointing 
out die importance of feeling too shy before them to commit 
sin, because it makes no sense for a man to commit sin when 
he is in the battlelield hghting in jihad for the sake of Allah. 

❖ AAirming that it is quite incorrect to take the enemy’s behaviour 

as a standard to justily the behaviour of the Muslim army. 

❖ Bearing in mind tiie constant need for Allah’s help. 

The second principle which was ahSrmed in ‘Umar’s letter to Sa‘d is: 

❖ Thinking constantly of Allah; emphasizing the sanctity of the 

towns whose people have a peace treaty with the Muslims and 
taking means to guarantee that their safety is not violated; 
protecting the Muslim image from any bad reAection that 
could affect the success of eommunication between Muslims 
and non-Muslims, by punishing crooked behaviour on the part 
of some Muslim individuals. 
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In an eJOTort to acliieve this principle, ‘Umar ordered his 
commander to pay attention to the means that could help to 
keep the army’s morale high and help it to reach the land of the 
enemy still able to fight. He said: “Be kind to the Muslims 
during their march... so that they will be able to regain their 
strength and lay down their weapons and belongings.” Aller 
a fRrmi ng the importance of protecting and ensnring the safety 
of the troops and weapons of the MusUm army, ‘Umar pointed 
out that prevention is better than cure, and that One of the most 
important weapons of the army is to appear with proper 
Islamic behaviour, in which words and deeds are in harmony. 
As a precaution, ‘Umar forbade the army to camp near the 
towns of people with whom the Muslims had peace treaties, so 
as to avoid the possibility of some transgression that could 
negatively affect the relationships he wanted to estabhsh, and 
so as notto allow anyone except those who were trustworthy 
to enter the towns, to ensure that the treaty would not be 
vioIated and to oblige the people to adhere to it. 

‘Umar’s letter also pointed to a third principle, which was: 

❖ Using difFerent methods of dealing with people, depending on 
their relationship with the Muslims, and not burdening them 
with more than tiiey could bear. ‘Umar asked his commander 
not to oppress or mistreat the people with whom the Muslims 
had treaties for the sake of seeking victory over those with 
whom they were at war, and to seek the help of those whom he 
trusted of the people in regions that were close to the regions of 
conquest, on the basis that there should be some trust and 
confidence, i.e., he should be careM not to give MI trust and 
not to go to extremes in trusting. 

The fourth principle is gathering sufficient information about the 

enemy: 
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*t* ‘Umar drew attention to the importance of relying on scouts from 
the best elements of the army in gathering mfoimation, and 
equipping them with the best weapons that the army possesses. 
That is because the enemy may discover them and force them 
to fight, so they should be strong and powertul so that they can 
create the desired psychological impact on the enemy, making 
them think that the army is strong and giving an impression of 
using force. 

The fifth and last principle mentioned in ‘Umar’s letter is appomting 
the right man for the job: 

❖ The aim of gathering information about the enemy is not so much 
for the purpose of Aghting them as it is a precaution in case the 
other side forces the Muslims to fight. Hence atter taking the 
means, the Muslims should retiain from Sghting, but be 
prepared for that if necessary, whilst taking the utmost 
precautions.*'’ 

2.1.6. Seeking the help of former 
apostates who had repented 

During the Riddah wars and the conquests, Abu Bakr as- 
Siddeeq did not seek the help of any former apostate, but ‘Umar 

mobilized them atler they repented and set their affairs straight, and 
acquired some Islamic education, but he did not appoint any of them 
to a position of authorily.*^ According to one report, he said to Sa‘d 
ibn Abi Waqqas conceming Tulayhah ibn KhuwayHd al-Asadi and 
‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Yakrib az-Zubaydi: “Seek their help, but do not 
appoint thera over one hundred (men).”*^ What we leatn from the 
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actions of the two caliphs Abu Bakr and ‘Umar*^ is that if a person 
apostatizes from Islam then repents and comes back, his repentance is 
accepted and his blood and wealth are protected; he has the same 
rights and duties as all other Muslims, except that he is not to be 
appointed to any position of authority over the Muslims’ affairs, 
especially in matters of leadership. That is because it is possible that 
his repentance may be hypocritical, and if that is the case and he is 
appointed to a position of authority and leadership, he will cause 
great mischief in the land and upset the balance of life; he will bring 
in others who are like h im of the hypocrites and push away the 
sincere believers, and the Islamic society will become a society that is 
dominated by the characteristics of Jdhiliyah. This wise policy of 
these two Rightly-Guided Caliphs was aimed at protecting the 
Muslim society from evildoers sneaking in to positions of leadership. 
Perhaps the reason for this policy was also a means of making the 
punishment go against what they (the former apostates) had tried to 
achieve and of deterring anyone who might be tempted to rebel 
against Islamic principles and seek a position of leadership by means 
of opposing Islam and befriending the enemies of the faith.*'‘ 

2.1.7. A letter £rom the caliph to Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas received a letter from ‘Umar whilst he 
was camping in Shiraf, on the border of Iraq, ordering him to march 
towards Persia. In this letter it said: “March from Shiraf towards 
Persia, with the MusUms who are with you. Put your trust in Allah 
and seek His help in all your affairs. Remember that you are going 
towards a nation whose nmnbers are great and whose weapons are 
superior; they are tough people in a forbidding land, which although 
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it is a plain will be diiiicult to conquer because there are many lakes, 
nmning water and vast valleys. Unless you meet small groups of 
them, if you encounter the people or some of them, then strike them 
first. Beware of giving them time to wait for reinforcements aller the 
first conS^ontation. Do notbe deceived, because they are cheaters and 
deceivers. You have to take them very seriously and deal with them 
in a decisive manner. When you reach al-Qadisiyah*^, set up posts at 
the edge of al-Qadisiyah and let the people (i.e. the Muslims) be 
between the wilderaess and the inhabited land, on the plain between 
the two. Then stay where you are and do not leave, for if they realize 
that you are there, they will strike you with all their might, with their 
cavalry and infantry. If you show patience in facmg your enemy and 
seek reward with Allah when righting hkn, intending to do your duty, 
then I have great hope that you will prevail over them. After that, they 
wiU never again be able to assemble such a huge army, and if they do, 
they wiU he in such a state of fear that they will lose courage. If the 
outcome is otherwise, then you will have the wildemess behind you 
and you can depart C^om the closest inhabited part of their land to the 
closest uninhabited part of your land, where you will feel more 
conSdent and have more knowledge of the land, and they wiil be 
more fearful.” 

This advice conceming the choice of land where the army was 
to settle is similar to the advice given by al-Mutharma to Sa‘d. ‘Umar 
and al-Mutharma were agreed on the choice of land. Al-Muthanna’s 
advice was the result of more than three years experience of war 
against the Persians. This is indicative of ‘Umar’s brilliance m 
military plaiming, even though he had never set foot in Iraq. This 
advice also urged the army to keep away Irom the enemy’s reach 
whilst sending raiding parties to harass them and incite their 
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followers against them, until the Muslims could bring them to a place 
of their own choosing for the major battle.*® 

2.1.8. Spiritual means of victory 
according to 'Umar (^) 

‘Umar wrote to Sa‘d, reminding him of the spiritual means of 
yictory, which were the most important. Ih his letter he said: “Pay a 
great deal of attention to your heart (spiritual well-being). Talk to 
your troops, exhort them and remind them of the importance of good 
intentions and of checking on themselves. Patience, patience, for the 
help of Allah comes in aecordance with good intentions, and the 
reward comes in accordance with how much one checks oneselT Be 
careful as you are on this mission for His sake, ask Allah to keep you 
safe and sound, and frequently repeat the words Ld hawla wa Id 
quwwata illa Billdh — there is no power and no strength except with 
Allah.” Write.^and tell me where you have reached with your army, 
for my lack of knowledge of your situation and that of your enemy is 
keeping me from writing some of the things I wanted to write. 
Describe to us the routes of the Muslims and the land that Ues 
between you and al-Mada’in, so that it is as if I can see it, and give me 
a clear picture of your situation. Fear Allah and put your hope in Him, 
and do not take anything for granted. Remember that AUah has made 
a promise to you. Put your trust in Allah with regard to the mission 
you are embarking on, and beware lest you be removed from this 
position and replaced with someone else.”*^ 

In this letter, ‘Umar advised Sa‘d to pay attention to the heart 
(spiritual weU-being), for the heart is the engine of the body; if it is 
sound the entire body wiU be sound. Then he advised him to exhort 
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his troops and re min d them to be sincere towards Allah and to seek 
reward with Him. He explained that the help of Allah is connected to 
that, and he wamed him against being negligent tbwards the 
responsibility that he had imdertaken and the conquests that lay 
ahead. He reminded them of ihe importance of being connected to 
Allah and that their strength was connected to His. He advised the 
Muslim commander to tread a path between fear of AUah and hope 
for that which is with Him. This is an important attitude which 
reAects a deep understanding of Tawheed. He told him not to take 
anything for granted because of some lighteous deed that he did or 
because some people praised hi m. And he reminded him that Allah 
had promised yictoiy to the Muslims and the destmction of hijr. He 
wamed h i m against being negligent conceming any means of victory, 
for victory might not be granted to him, rather it might be granted to 
others whom Allah chose.*® 

2.1.9. Sa^d^s description of the location of 
aI-Qadisiyah to 'Umar and 'Umar's response 

Sa‘d wrote to ‘Umar (4^) describing to him the land where he 
expected the decisive battle to t<ike place. He said: “AJl of those who 
have entered into peace treaties with the MusUms in the land between 
the two rivers are supporting the Persians. They have submitted to 
them and are preparing to fight us. The one whom they have chosen 
to fight us is Rustam, among others like him. They are trying to 
annoy us and make us engage in skiimishes, and we are tiying to 
armoy them and provoke them. The decree of Allah will inevitably 
come to pass and His will is to be submitted to, whether it is in our 
favour or not. We ask Allah to keep us safe and sound.”^^ 


At-Tdreekh al-Isldmi, 10/379. 
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‘Umar wrote to him, saying: “I have received and imderstood 
your letter. Stay where you are until Allah brings your enemy to you, 
and remember that this conhrontation is going to be decisive. If Allah 
enables you to defeat them, do not stop there, carry on until you 
conquer al-Mada’in, for it will be destroyed if Allah wills.”^” 

From ‘Umar’s letter it is clear that he had taken the right 
decision, which was Ihat Sa‘d should stay put and not leave his 
position. He should not hasten to tight the enemy, rather he should 
leave it to the enemy to initiate ihe tighting. He should mvest his 
victory by pursiting the enemy to al-Mada’in and conquering it.®^ At 
the same time he should take the material means necessary to 
achieving victory. 

‘Umar did not ignore the spiritual aspects of the matter. He 
launched a psychological war against the enemy in their own land, 
the seat of their rule and power. He sent word to Sa‘d saying: “I have 
a strong feeling that when you meet the enemy you will defeat them. 
Then if any one of you makes a gesture or speaks a word of safety (to 
one of the Persians) then this man should be granted security, because 
even if it is done by mistake, iultilling the promise is a means of 
achieving victoiy and breakmg a promise, even if it is done by 
mistake, is a means that leads to defeat, which will weaken you and 
strengthen your enemy.”^^ 

It is as if ‘Umar was living with the Muslim amiy with all his 
senses. He became so worried that he could not enjoy life or relax 
until he had heard news of them. In such cases inspiration from AUah 
was a means of reducing the great burden that ‘Umar had undertaken, 
and a means of m aking the Muslims steadfast and strengthening their 
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hearts. We see that ‘Umar reminded the Muslims of some of the 
spiritual means by urging them to adhere to the word of honour, to be 
truthful in speech and to hiliil promises, even if that was granted by 
an individual Muslim, or if there had been a misunderstanding and 
the Muslim did not intend to grant security but the enemy understood 
it as such.” 

2.2. 'Umar asked Sa'd to send a delegation 
to debate with the Persian king 

‘Umar said to Sa‘d in his letters: “Do not feel distressed by 
what you hear about them and what they come up with. Seek the help 
of AUah and put your trust in Him. Send to him some men of wisdom 
and courage to call them to Allah. ” ‘Umar asked Sa‘d to write to him 
every day^"*. Sa‘d started to gather some men of wisdom and courage. 
Those whom he chose were men of understanding and wisdom: 

1. An-Nu‘man ibn Muqrin al-Muzani 

2. Bisr ibn Abi Rahm al-Juhani 

3. Hamlah ibn Juwayh al-Kinani 

4. Handhalah ibn ar-Rabee‘ at-Tameemi 

5. Furat ibn Hayyan al-‘Ajali 

6. ‘Adi)^ ibn Suhayl 

7. Al-Mughĕerah ibn Zararah ibn an-Nabash ibn Habeeb^^ 


^ Ai-Tdreekh al-Isldmi, 10/381. 

^ See: al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, 1/3S. 

See: Ad-Da‘wah al-lsldmiyah fee ‘Ahd ‘Umar ibtt al-Khattdb by Husni 
Muhammad Ibraheem. 
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‘Umar chose a group who were dignihed and good-lookmg, 
and who had deep insight; 

1. ‘Atarid ibn Hajib at-Tameemi 

2. Al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays al-Kindi 

3. Al-Harith ibn Hassan adh-Dhuhali 

4. ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi 

5. ‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Karib az-Zubaydi 

6 . Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah ath-Thaqafi 

7. Al-Mu‘anna ibn Harithah ash-Shaybani 

These were fourteen dd‘iyahs whom Sa‘d sent to call the king of 
Persia to Islam, acting on the orders of ‘Umar They were 

leaders of their people, as ‘Umar ( 4 ^) wanted, who would be able to 
call Yazdagird with wisdom and beautihil preaching, in a way that is 
best, in the hope that Allah might guide him and his troops to Islam 
and thus avoid bloodshed on both sides. This caretully selected 
delegation was of a high cahber and able for the task for which they 
had been appointed. In addition to the qualities that they enjoyed of 
good looks, dignity and wisdom, they also had previous knowledge 
of the Persians. Some of them had fou^t them, defeated them and 
engaged in battles with them in previous campaigns, some of them 
had gone in delegations to the Persiankings during ihe Jdhiliyah, and 
some of them know the Persian language. It is as if Sa‘d chose them 
for this delegation after they had passed a kind of test to prove that 
they were qualified for the mission, as well as a kind of physical 
exam to determine their strengths and weaknesses, and their level of 
fitness and good looks.^^ 


^ See: Al-Kdmil fee at-Tdreekh, 2/101. 
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This blessed delegation, led by an-Nu‘inaii ibn Muqrin, 
reached al-Mada’in and entered to meet the Persian king Yazdagird, 
who asked them, through his translator: “What brought you here? 
What motivated you to mvade us and penetrate so deeply into our 
land? Is it because we were distracted from you that you were 
encouraged to attack us?” An-Nu‘mmi ibn Muqrin spoke on their 
behalf, and said; “Allah had mercy on us and sent to us a Messenger 
who commanded us to do good and forbade us to do evil, and 
promised us, if we responded, the good of this world and the 
Herealier. There was no tribe but some of them responded and others 
did not. Then he commanded us to start with those of the Arabs who 
opposed him , so we started with them, and they either joined him 
unwillingly then became happy that they had joined him, or they 
joined bim willingly and were blessed. We all recognized the 
superiority of what he brought over what we had been living with of 
enmity and hardship. Then he commanded us to start with the nations 
that were closest to us, and we called them to justice. We are calling 
you to our religion, which is a rehgion that recognizes what is good 
and contirms it as such, and recognizes what is evil and contirms it as 
such. lf you retuse, then you may choose one of the bad options 
rather than the worst option: jhyah, but if you retuse, then lighting. If 
you respond to our religion, we will leave with you the Book of 
Allah, on condition that you rule by its rulings, and we wiU leave you 
and let you run your affairs in your latid. If you pay the jizyah we will 
accept it from you and leave you to run your own affairs. If you pay 
the jizyah we will accept it from you and will protect you, otherwise 
we will fight you.” 

The Persian king Yazdagird said: “I do not know of any nation 
on earth that was more miserable and fewer in number and more 
divided than you. We used to delegate some of the tribes on the 
border to take care of you. You never hoped to stand up to Persia. If 
you think you can defeat us, that is folly on your part. If you are going 
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through hardship, we will give you some food imtil things get easier, 
aud we will honour your leaders and clothe you, and we will appoint 
a king to be kind to you.” 

Al-Mugheerah ibn Zararah stood up and said: “As for what 
you have said about our bad situation, that is true and it was even 
worse than that,” and he mentioned the miserable life of the Arabs 
and how Allah had showed mercy to them by sending the Prophet 
(^), as an-Nu‘man had said. Then he said: “Choose, either pay the 
jhyah with willing submission, and feel yourselves subdued (cf. 
Qur’an 9:29) or fight, or else save youTselves by becoming Muslims. ” 

Yazdagird said: “Were it not that envoys are not to be killed, I 
would have killed you. I have nothing for you.” Then he ordered Ihat 
a load of dust be brought and he told his people: “Put this on their 
nobles, and drive them out of al-Mada’in.” ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr stood up 
and said: “I am the noblest of them,” and he took the dust and went 
out to his mount and rode off. When he reached Sa‘d he said to him, 
“Be of good cheer, for by Allah, Allah has given us the keys to their 
kingdom.”^^ Then Rustam came out with his huge anny, one 
hundred thousand strong or more, fi:om Sabat. When he passed by 
Kootha — a town between al-Mada’in and Babil — he met an Arab 
man. Rustam asked him: “What brought you here? What do you want 
h^omus?” He said, “We have come seekiog the promise of AUah, that 
we will take possession of your land and sons if you refuse to 
submit.” Rustam said, “Then we are placed under your control. ” The 
Arab said, “Your deeds let you down, so Allah put you under our 
control. Do not be deceived by what you see around you, for you are 
not conĔ^onting people, rather you are conAronting the divine 
decree!” Rustam got angry with him and kiUed him. When his army 
passed al-Baras — a town between al-Koofah and al-Hillah, they 
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seized its people and its wealth, and drank wine, and raped the 
women. The people of al-Baras complained to Rustam and he said to 
his people; “By Allah, that Arab spoke the truth. By Allah, nothing 
let us down but our own deeds. By Allah, even Ihough they are in a 
state of war, the Arabs treated these people better than you are 
treating them.”^^ 

When Sa‘d, the commander of the Muslim army, got news of 
Rustam, he sent ‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Yakrib az-Zubaydi and Tulayhah 
ibn Khuwaylid, along with ten other men, to lind out about the army. 
They had not gone very far when they saw the enemy camp spread 
out along the banks of the river. They all went back apart from 
Tulayhah, who continued imtil he had penetrated deeply among the 
enemy and gathered more information. Then he went back to Sa‘d 
and told him what he had fo\md out. This Tulayhah had been one of 
the leaders of the apostates, but ‘Umar aliowed the Arabs who had 
apostatized and then repented to join the jihad, whereas Abu Bakr 
had not allowed that. But ‘Umar did not allow those former leaders of 
apostasy who went out for jihad after having repented to be appointed 
to positions of leadership. He was keen for them to be disciplined and 
to leam the meanings of faiih and piety, and he gave them valuabie 
opportunities to express the sinceiity of their faith and piety. 
Tulayhah al-Asadi and ‘Amr az-Zubaydi played an important role in 
the wars in Iraq and Persia. 

2.3. Sa'd ibn Abi Waqqas sent 
delegations to call Rustam to Islam 

Rustam travelled with his army fi:om al-Heerah \mtil he 
reached al-QMisiyah at the bridge called al-‘Ateeq, facing the 
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Muslim camp, with the river in between them. The Persians had 
thirty-three elephants with them. When they camped, he sent word to 
Sa‘d saying, “Send us a man with whom we may speak.” He sent 
Rab‘i ibn ‘Amir, who came to him and found him sitting on a throne 
of gold, with carpets and cushions interwoven with gold thread. 
Rab‘i came riding his horse, with his sword in a sheath of cloth and 
his spear tied around with cloth. When he reached the carpets, he 
made his horse step over them, then he dismounted and tied his horse 
with two pillows that he tore apart. Then he took the saddlecloth and 
wrapped it around himself (like a cloak). They gestured to him that he 
should put down his weapon. He said, “If I had come to you on my 
own initiative, I would do what you ask, but you are the ones who 
called me.” Then he came, leaning on his spear and taking small 
steps so as to do more damage to the carpet on which he was walking. 
When he came near to Rustam, he sat on the ground and stuck his 
spear into the carpet, and said, “We do not sit on your tumiture.” 
Rustam asked him; “What brought you here?” He said, “AUah 
brought us here. He has sent us to bring whomsoever He wills from 
the worship of other people to the worship of Allah, from the 
constriction of this world to its ease, and from the injustice of other 
rehgions to the justice of Islam. He sent to us His Messenger, 
bringing His rehgion to His creation. Whoever accepts it, we will 
accept that and leave him and his land alone, but whoever rehises, we 
will fight him until we end up either in Paradise or in victory.”^®’ 

Rustam said: “We have heard what you said. Can you give us 
some time to think about it?” He said, “Yes, one of the things that tiie 
Messenger of Allah (0) taught us is not to give the enemies more 
than three days. So we will leave you alone for three days. Think 
about it and choose one of three options: either become Muslim, and 
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we will leave you and your land alone; or pay tiie jizyah and we will 
accept it and leave you alone, and if you need us we will come to 
your help; oriight on the fouxth day, unless you start it before then. I 
guarantee that to you on behalf of my companions.” Rustam asked, 
“Are you their leader?” He said, “No, but the Muslims are like a 
single body, part of one another, and the highest of them accepts a 
commitment made by the lowest of them.” 

Then he went away, and Rustam consulted with his 
companions and said, “Have you ever heard anything like what this 
man has said?” They tried to make little of him, but Rustam said: 
“Woe to you, I am thinking of his wisdom, eloquence and behaviour. 
The Arabs do not care about clothes but they pay a great deal of 
attention to lineage.” 

On the second day, he sent word to Sa‘d asking him, “Send 
this man to us again.” But he sent Hudhayfah ibn Mihsan al- 
Ghaltani, who did not say or do anything different than Rab‘i had, 
and no wonder, for they were cast from the same mould, namely the 
religion ofIslam. Rustam said to hun; “Why didn’tthe first one come 
to us?” He said, “Our commander treats us equally in times of 
hardship and times of ease, and today it is my tum.” Rustam said, 
“How long do we have?” He said, “Three days, starting from 
yesterday.” 

On the third day, he sent word to Sa‘d saying, “Send us a 
man.” So he sent al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah to him. He went to him 
and sat with him on his throne, but the courtiers rushed to him and 
pulled him away. He said to them, “We used to hear a great deal about 
your wisdom, but I have never seen any people more foolish than 
you. We Arabs do not enslave one another. We thought that you 
treated one another equally as we do. I wish that you had told me that 
some of you act like the masters of others. You cannot continue like 
this, for a kingdom based on such an attitude cannot last.” The 
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common folk said, “The Arab is speaking the truth, by Allah.” The 
chiettains — the leaders of the peasants — said: “This is the kind of 
idea that our slaves are longing to hear. May AUah curse our 
predecessors, for they kept making little of this nation.” Then 
Rustam spoke in a belittling manner of the Arabs, and exaggerated 
about the Persians, mentioning the miserable and dtlBcult lives that 
they (the Arabs) led.^^^* 

Al-Mugheerah said; “As for what you have said about our 
miserable situation and division, we admit it and do not deny it. But 
things in this world do not last forever, and afler hardship comes ease. 
If you did give thanks for what AUah has given you, your gratitude 
was too little in comparison to what you were given. Your lack of 
gratitude led to the decline in your situation. AUah sent among us a 
Messenger”, then he said something similar to what the others had 
said, and he concluded by giving them the choice between accepting 
Islam, paying the jiiyah or hghting.^®^ 

Rustam consulted with the Persians and said, “Who are they in 
comparison to you? The first two came and boldly figured you out, 
then this pne came with the same approach. They have all followed 
the same method and acted in the same way. By Allah, these are real 
men whether they are sincere or are liars. By Allah, if their discipline 
and their way of keeping secrets has reached such a level that they all 
have the same approach, never dittering, there are no people who are 
able to achieve what they want like them. If they are sincere, no one 
will be able to stand up to them.” Then the people started shouting 
and arguing. 


See: al-Kdmil fee at-Tdreekh, 2/108. 
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2.4. Preparation for battle 

The Persians were not convinced by this call, and they got 
carried away in their stubbomness that Allah might accomplish a 
matter aheady ordained {cf. Qur’an 8: 42). The Persians gathered to 
fight, and the Muslims prepared themselves for that. The Persians 
crossed the river at al-‘Ateeq, and Rustam drew up his huge army in 
the tollowing order: 

❖ At the core: Dhu al-Hajib, with eighteen elephants canying boxes 

and men 

❖ To the right of the core: al-Jalinus 

❖ On the right flank: al-Hormuzan, with seven or eight elephants 

canying boxes and men 

❖ To the left of the core: al-Beerazan 

❖ On the left flank: Mahran, with seven or eight elephants carrying 

boxes and men 

Rustam sent a detachment of cavalry to the bridge to prevent 
the Muslims from crossing over towards his army, so the bridge was 
between two cavalries, that of tbe Musliras and that of the 
mushrikeen. The ranks were drawn up as follows: 

The cavalry in the first rank, followed by the elephants, then 
the infantry. A huge canopy was set up for Rustam, beneath which he 
was shaded on his throne, where he sat watching the progress of the 
battle.^®^ The Muslims were fially prepared to fight. Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas had prepared his army early on, appointing commanders and 
leaders. He appointed men who were known for their virtue to cany 
the banners, and he organized the vanguard, rearguard and two 
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flanks, as well as the scouts. He had reached al-Qadisiyah in a state of 
readiness. He organized his army in the followmg manner; 

❖ In the yanguard: Zuhrah ibn al-Hawiyah 

❖ On the right tl ank : ‘AbduUah ibn al-Mu‘tamm 

❖ On the left Aank: Shurahbeel ibn as-Samt al-Kindi, with Khalid 

ibn ‘Uriutah as his deputy 

❖ In the rearguard: ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr 

*X* In charge of the scouts: Sawad ibn Mal ik 

*X* In charge of the cavalry; Salman ibn Rabee‘ah al-Bahili 

❖ In charge of the infantry: Hammal ibn Malik al-Asadi 

❖ In charge of the riders; ‘Abdullah ibn Dhi as-Sahamayn al-Hanafi 
*X* To judge between them: ‘Abdur-Ralanan ibn Rabee‘ah al-Bahili 

❖ The scribe of the army: Ziyad ibn Abi Sufiyan 

❖ At the head of the army as their spokesman: Sahnan al-FMsi. All 

of this was done on ‘Umar’s instructions.^'^ 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas addressed the people and recited the 
followmg verse: 

^And indeed We have written in az-Zaboor [i.e. all the revealed Holy 
Books — the Tawrdt (Torah), the Injeel (Gospel), the Psalms and the 
Qur’an] after [We have aheady written in] al-Lawh al-Mahfoodh [the 
Book that is in the heaven with AUah] that My righteous slaves shaU 
inherit the land.^ (Qur’an 21: 105) 

He ordered the readers to start reciting Soorah al-Anfdl, which they 
did. The people were deeply moved and a sense of tranquillity 


104 


Al-Fann al-‘Askari al-lsldmi, p. 255. 




‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 173 


descended upon tbem. The people prayed Dhuhr, then Sa‘d ordered 
his army to advance after the fourth takbeer, and to say, “Ld hawla 
wa la guwwata illa Billdh —there is no power and no strength except 
with Allah.” 

The battle lasted for four days. Sa‘d was ill with sciatica and 
abscesses that made him u n able to ride or sit, so he lay on his chest on 
a pillow, iooking out over the battlefield h^om the fort of Qudays 
which was in al-QMisiyah. He had delegated Khalid ibn ‘Urtutah to 
convey his orders to the people, and he ordered that it be called out to 
the army; “Envy is not allowed except in jihad for the sake of Allah, 
O’ people, so envy one another in jihad.”^”^ 

Before the ti gh ting began, there was a dispute about Khalid 
ibn ‘Uriii^, the deputy of Sa‘d. Sa‘d said: “Garry me and put me 
where I can see the people.” So they ltfted him up, and he lay looking 
out over them, with the ranks at the bottom of the wall of the fort of 
Oudays. He gave instmctions to Khalid, and Khalid gave instruction 
to the people. He was one of those for whom some of the prominent 
people had tried to cause trouble, so Sa‘d punished them and rebuked 
them. He said: “By Allah, were it not that yom enemy is there, I 
would have made an example of you.” He detained them, including 
Abu Mihjan ath-Thaqafi, and chained them up in the fort. Jareer ibn 
‘Abdullah said, confirmmg the importance of obeying one’s leader, 
“As for me, I gave my oath of allegiance to the Messenger of Allah 
(^), pledging to hear and obey whomever Allah put in charge, even 
if he was an Abyssinian slave.” Sa‘d said: “By AUah, if anyone 
causes similar trouble aiter this, distracting the Muslims A^om their 
enemies when they are in front of them, I will set a precedent in 
punishing him.”'®® 
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After this incident, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas stood up and 
addressed them. After praising and gloritying AUah, he said: “Allah 
is the Truth and has no partner or associate in His Dominion, and His 
promise is never broken. AUah (^) says: ^And indeed We have 
written in az-Zaboor [i.e. all the revealed Holy Books — the Tawrdt 
(Torah), the Injeel (Gospel), the Psalms, the Qur’an] after [We have 
already written in] al-Lawh al-Mahfoodh [the Book that is in the 
heaven with Allah] that My righteous slaves shall inherit the land.|> 
(Qur’an 21: 105) This is your inheritance which your Lord has 
promised you. Allah put this land under your control three years ago 
and your have been eating of its food until today, as a result of the 
efforts of those who fought before you, Now this gathering of them 
has come to you, but you are the leaders of the Arabs and the best of 
each tribe, the pride of those who are behind you. If you show 
disinterest in worldly gains and hope for the Hereatter, Allah will 
bless you with reward in this world and in the Hereailer. This jihad is 
not going to bring anyone closer to his appointed time of death. If 
you fail and grow weak, you will lose out in this world and will be 
doomed in the Hereafter.”^®^ 

Sa‘d wrote to those who were carrying the banners: “I have 
appointed Khalid ibn ‘Urfiitah in charge of you. Nothing is 
preventing me fi-om being in his place but the pain which keeps 
bothering me and the abscesses I have. I am lying on my fi-ont where 
I can see you, so listen to him and obey him, for he is passing on my 
instructions and folIowing my commands. ” This letter was read to 
the people, and they were content with it and accepted his opinion, 
encouraging one another to hear and obey. They accepted Sa‘d’s 
excuse and agreed with his actions.^*^^ Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas remaiued 
at the top of the fort, looking out over the battlefield. The fort was not 
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foitified, and this is mdicative of the courage of Sa‘d (^). It was 
narrated that ‘TT thm an ibn Raja’ as-Sa‘di said: “Sa‘d ibn Mahk was 
the bravest and most daring of people, for he stayed in a fort that was 
not fortified in order to observe the two amiies, looking out over the 
people. If the Muslims had retreated even a little, the fort would have 
been exposed and the enemy could have captured it. But by Allah, he 
never got worried or scared during the terror of those days.”*°^ 

Rustam became neruous when he heard the adhan 

When Rustam stopped at an-Najaf, he sent a spy to the Muslim 
camp, who managed to penetrate their ranks at al-Qadisiyah. He saw 
them using the miswak at the time of every prayer, then praying, after 
which they would separate and go back to their places. He went back 
to Rustam and told him about them and their behayiour. Rustam 
asked him: “What do they eat?” He said, “I stayed among them for a 
night, and by Allah I did not see any one of them eating anything, 
apart from some sticks that they sucked on in the evenmg, when they 
slept and iti the early moming.” When he moved on, he camped 
between al-Husn and al-‘Ateeq.“‘^ When he came close to them, the 
mu ’adh-dhin of Sa‘d was giving the call for Fajr prayer, and he saw 
them preparing to get up. He called out to the Persians, telling them to 
ride. He was asked why, and he said, “Do you not see that a call was 
given to your enemy and they are gettmg ready for you?” That spy of 
his said, “No, they are getting ready to pray.”‘‘‘ 

When they crossed the river and stopped, the mu ’adh-dhin of 
Sa‘d was givmg the call for Dhuhr prayer. Sa‘d prayed, and Rustam 
said: “ ‘Umar is Idlling me.”‘^^ 
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Raising morale among the Muslim ranks 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas gathered the leaders and commanders of 
the Muslims at the beginning of the iirst day of the battle and said to 
them; “Go and speak to the people as you should at times of war, 
because you hold a prominent position among the Arabs, and you are 
the poets and orators of the Arabs, people of wisdora and leaders.” 
So they went around among the people, reminding them and 
exhorting them to fight.^^^ 

❖ Qays ibn Hubayrah al-Asadi said: “O’ people, praise AUah for 

what He has guided you to and for His blessing, and that will 
increase. Remember the blessings of Allah and beseech Him. 
For Paradise or booty lie before you. There is nothing but 
wildemess and barren land beyond this fort, a vast and mgged 
land that cannot be crossed.” 

❖ Ghalib ibn ‘AbduIIah al-Laythi said: “O’ people, praise Allah for 

His blessing and ask Him for more. Call on Him and He will 
respond. O’ people of Mu‘add, what will your response be 
today when you have witb you your horses and swords? Think 
of what people will say of you tomorrow, for you will be at the 
forefiront tomorrow.” 

*t* Busr ibn Abi Rahm al-Juhani said: “Praise Allah and confirm your 
words with actions. You have praised Allah for what He has 
guided you to, and you have aSRrmed His Oneness and that 
there is no god beside Him. You have magnified Him and 
believed in His Prophet and Messengers. Do not die except as 
Muslims. Nothing should be less significant in your eyes than 
worldly gain, for worldly gam comes to those who think little 
of it. Do not incline towards it, for it will run away A^om you 
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and mislead you. Support (the cause of) Allah and He will 
support you.” 

❖ ‘Asim ibn ‘ Amr said: “O’ Arabs, you are tbe leaders of tbe Arabs 

and you are confrontmg tbe leaders of tbe Persians. What is at 
stake is nothing less than Paradise. They should not be more 
eager for this world than you are for Paradise.” 

❖ Rabee‘ ibn al-Bilad as-Sa‘di said: “O’ Arabs, fight for your faitb 

and for worldly gain. ^And march forth in the way [which 
leads to] forgiveness from your Lord, and for Paradise as wide 
as the heavens and the earth, prepared for al-Muttaqoon [the 
pious, righteous].^ (Qur’an 3: 

❖ Rab‘i ibn ‘Amir said: “AUah has guided you to Islam and has 

united you therein and shown you victory. In patience there is 
comfort, so accustom yourselves to patience and you will get 
used to it. Do not accustom yourselves to panic and let it 
become a habit.” 

And all of them spoke similar words.^*^ 

2.4.1. The day of Armath 

The day of Armath dawned on the first day of al-Qadisiyah. 
Sa‘d gave his instmctions to the army, saying: “Stay where you are 
and do not move until you have prayed Dhuhr. When you have 
prayed Dhuhr, I will say takbeer, so say takbeer and get ready. 
Remember that takbeer was not given to anyone before you, and it 
was only given to you as a support for you. Then when you hear the 
second takbeer, say takbeer, and be ready. When I say the third 
takbeer, say takbeer and let your horsemen go forth against the 
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enemy. When I say the fourth takbeer, then all march forth until you 
meet your enemy, and say Ld hawla wa Id quwwata illa Billdh -— 
there is no power and no strength except with Allah.”^*^ 

When Sa‘d had prayed Dhuhr, he ordered the slave whom 
‘Umar had told to stay with him, who was well versed in Qur’an, to 
recite the Soorah of jihad (i.e., Soorah al-Anfdl). He recited the 
Soorah of jihad to the squadron that was closest to hhn, and it was 
recited to evety other squadron too. It raised the people’s morale and 
they were lilled with tranquillity when it was recited to them.'^^ 
When the readers had Snished, Sa‘d said takbeer, and those who 
were arotmd him said takbeer in response to his takbeer, and the 
people said takbeer in response to one another’s takbeers, and the 
people moved forward. Then he said the second takbeer and the 
people got ready. Then he said the third takbeer and some horsemen 
went forward to light. Men of similar rank from among the Persians 
came out to meet tiiem and they exchanged blows.^^® The Muslim 
champions, such as Ghalib ibn ‘Abdullah al-Asadi, ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr 
at-Tameemi, ‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Karib az-Zubaydi, and Tulayluih ibn 
Khuwaylid al-Asadi, had a great impact, deahng a heavy blow to the 
enemy by killing some and captining some of the enemy’s 
champions, whereas none of the Muslims were killed duiing the 
single combat. Single combat is one of the most diSBcult arts of war, 
which only a few champions among men do well. It boosts the 
moTale of the victOTS and increases tiieir courage, and it demoralizes 
the losers and makes them lose heart. The early Muslims excelled in 
this art and were always superior to others, hence they were the ones 
who benelited from it.^^^ Whilst the people were waiting for the 
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fourth takbeer, the mfantry leader of Banu Nahd, Qays ibn Hudhaym 
ibn Jarthoomah, stood up and said: “O’ Banu Nahd, msh upon the 
enemy {inhadu). You are ealled Nahd so act upon your name.” 
Kh^id ibn ‘Urhilah sent word to him saying, “By Allah, control 
yoiuself, or I shall appoint someone else instead of you.” Then he 
calmed down.^^” 

Rustam orders some ofhis troops to attack 

When Rustam saw that the Muslims were superior in single 
combat and in driving off their enemies, he did not waituntil the plan 
of their leader for more single combat was completed. Rather he 
ordered some of his troops to launch a general attack on the division 
of the Muslim army that was composed of Banu Bajeelah and those 
who were with them. This attack was something strange, because the 
Persians directed nearly half of their army against a section that 
represented only a small part of the Muslim army. This indicates that 
they were desperate to put a stop to the single combat in which they 
had failed. Thus the Persians attacked one f1 ank of the Muslim army 
with thirteen elephants, each of which was accompanied, according 
to the Persian military system, by four thousand warriors, including 
both foot soldiers and horsemen. The elephants scattered among the 
Muslim squadrons, but the attack focused on Bajeelah and those who 
were with them. The foot soldieis, who were known for their 
courage, stood firm against the Persian attack. 

Sa'd commands Asad to go to the aid of Bajeelah 

Sa‘d saw what was happening to Bajeelah, so he sent word to 
Banu Asad, telling them: “Go to the aid of Bajeelah and the people 
who are with them.” Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid, Hammal ibn Malik, 
Ghalib ibn ‘Abdullah and ar-Ribayyil ibn ‘Amr set out, with their 
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squadrons. Al-Ma‘roor ibn Suwayd and Shaqeeq said: “By Allah, 
they chaiged at them, and kept stabbing and striking until we 
managed to get the elephants away from them. Then a poweriul man 
of theirs came out and engaged Tulayhah in single combat, but 
Tulayhah soon kiUed him. When the Persians saw what the squadron 
of Asad was doing to their elephants, they launched a heavy attack 
against the Muslims. Dhu al-Hajib and al-Jalinus, two of the Persian 
leaders, launched a coordinated attack on the Musliras, whilst the 
Muslims were still waiting for the fourth takbeer from Sa‘d. The 
Persian forces gathered around Asad, along with those elephants, but 
Asad stood firm. Sa‘d said the fourth takbeer, then the Muslims 
moved forward towards them, whilst the attack on Asad continued 
and the elephants moved against the Muslims’ horses from the right 
and the left. The horses were terriSed by the elephants, so the 
horsemen asked the foot soldiers to push their horses forward 
towards the elephants. 

Sa'd tells Banu Tameem to tackle the elephants 

Sa‘d sent word to ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi, saying; “O’ 
Tameem, are you not keepers of camels and horses? Do you not have 
a way to deal with these elephants?” They said, “Yes, by Allah.” 
Then he called some of his people who were archers, and others who 
were sldliul and agile, and said to them, “O’ archers, target the riders 
of the elephants with your arrows.” And he said, “O’ skiliul and agile 
ones, go arormd the back of the elephants and cut the ropes so that the 
boxes which carry the fighters will fall. The fighting was focused on 
Asad, but there was Aghting in the right and left Aanks too. The 
companions of ‘Asim went to the elephants and took hold of their 
tails and the ropes; they cut the ropes and the elephants started 
trumpeting. There was no elephant left that day but the boxes were 
thrown off and the tighters that were in them were killed. Pighting 
broke out everywhere, thus relieving the pressure on Asad and 
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pushing the Persians back from them. The Sghting continued until 
snnset and into the early part of the night, then both sides fell back. 

That day there were five hundred casualties among Asad, who 
had been in the front of the army. ‘Asim and Banu Tameem had been 
shielding the people. That was the hrst day, which was known as the 
day of Arrnath.^^^ 

The heroic attitude of Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid 

The command of Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas had an effect on Banu 
Asad. On that day, Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid said: “O’ my tribe, our 
leader has great faith in you. If he knew that there was anyone who 
was more able to go to the aid of these people he would haye sent 
them. Charge at die enemy, go at them like fierce lions. You are ealled 
Asad (“hon”) so be as fierce as hons and never Aee or tum back. Go 
forward and do not retreat. What a good job Rabee‘ah is doing. 
Charge at them in the name of Allah.”^^^ 

These words had an amazmg effect on his people, motivating 
and energizing them. They were on their own in the battlefield until 
Banu Tameem came to their aid, and they sent forth that day five 
hundred martyrs.*^^ 

The tribes were impressed by the heroic courage of Banu 
Asad, and al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays al-Kindi said: “O; Kindah, what a 
good job Banu Asad are doing.” So Kindah moved from the 
defensive to the offensive, and drove back the Persians who were in 
front of them.^^'^ 
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The jield hospital 

The field hospital was located in al-‘Udhayh, where the 
womenfolk of the Mujdhideen were staying, waiting patiently and 
seeking reward with Allah. They reeeived the wounded and treated 
them until the decree of Allah conceming them was fulfilled. In 
addition to that, they had aaother mission in which the children 
helped them, namely digging the graves of the mart^ro. Treating and 
nursing the wounded is in tune with women’s aptitudes, whereas 
digging graves is a tough joh, but the men were busy fighting in 
jihad, so the women had to do their job out of necessity. They were 
qualtfied to do so because of their faith and patience.*^^ The martyrs 
were movedto the valley of Musharrif, which is hetween al-‘Udhayb 
and ‘Ayn ash-Shams.^^^ The cessation of iighting between the 
Muslims and their enemies that night gave some of the Mujdhideen 
the opportunity to visit their families in al~‘Udhayh.^^^ 

ATKhansa' bint 'Amr urged her sons 
to jight on the night bejbre the battle 

In the Muslim women’s camp in al-‘Udhayb, al-Khansa’ bint 
‘Amr — the poetess of Banu Sulaym whose career straddled the 
Jdhiliyah and Islam — sat with her four grown sons, urging them to 
fight. She said: “You became Muslim willingly and migrated by 
choice. You know what Allah has promised of great reward to the 
Muslims who fight the kdjirs, and you know that the realm which 
abides is better than the realm which will p£KS away. AUah says, 

^O’ you who believe! Endure and be more patient [than your enemy], 
and guard your teiritory [by stationing army units permanently at the 
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places from where the enemy can attack you], and fear Allah, so that 
you may be successiuL^ (Qur’an 3: 200) 

If you wake up safe and sound tomorrow, insha ’ Alldh, then go and 
fight your enemy, seeking Allah’s support against His enemies. 
When you see the fighting grow intense, then go forth. If you do that, 
you will gain booty and honour in the Hereatter.”^^^ 

A woman of an-Nakh' encouraged her sons to fight 

A woman A^om an-Nakh‘ had four sons who participated in the 
battle that day. When dawn started to break, she said to them: “You 
became Muslim and did not change, and you migrated but you did 
not migrate to Yathrib (Madeenah)... Then you brought your elderly 
mother and put her in firont of the Persians. By Allah, you are the sons 
of one man, just as you are the sons of one woman. I did not betray 
your father and I did not cause any shame to your matemal rmcles. 
Go and partieipate in the battle fi:om start to finish.” So they left her, 
hastening to join the battle. When they had left her, she raised her 
hands towards heaven and said: “O’ Allah, protect my sons.” After 
that they came back to her, having fought well, and not one of them 
was wormded.”*^® 

These are the attitudes of some of the elderly women on the first day 
of al-QMisiyah. 

2.4.2. The day of Aghwath 

The day of Aghwath was the second day of al-Qadisiyah. On 
this day a division of the Syrian army, led by al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr at- 
Tameemi, arrived. The caliph ‘Umar ( 4 ^^) had ordered the govemor 
of Syria, Abu ‘Ubaydah, to send the aimy of Khalid ibn al-Waleed 
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back to Iraq to support the Muslims in al-Qadisiyah. So he sent them, 
but he kept Khalid with him because he needed him. He appointed 
Hashim ibn ‘Utbah ibn Abi Waqqas, the nephew of Sa‘d, in charge of 
this army. When they had come from Iraq to Syria under the 
leadership of Klhalid ibn al-Waleed, they had been nine thousand 
strong. Now six thousand of them were retuming to Iraq. Hashim ibn 
‘Utbah appointed al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr over the vanguard, whieh was 
composed of one thousand waniors.’^'^ 

The heroic exphits of al-Qa'qd' ibn 'Amr 

Al-Qa‘qa‘ hastened, along with the vanguard, until they 
reached the anny in al-Qadisiyah on the day of Aghwath. EHiring his 
march, he had come up with an idea to boost the morale of the 
Muslitns. He divided his army into one hundred sections, each of 
which was formed of ten men, and told them to come, one group after 
another; eyery time one group disappeared from view, they sent 
another ten aiter them. He went forth with the lirst ten, then they 
came in groups one after another. Every time al-Qa‘qa‘ looked 
towards the horizon and saw another group coming, he would say 
takbeer and the Muslims would join in and were encouraged to 
continue fighting their enemy. This strategy succeeded in raising the 
moral of the fighters, for the arrival of one thousand men is not 
regarded a large reinforcement for an army of thirty thousand, but 
this idea to which Allah guided al-Qa‘qa‘ made up for the small 
number of reinforcements and strengthened the resolve of the 
Muslims. 

He gave them the good news of the arrival of more troops, and 
said; “O’ people,.. do what I do.” He went forward and called out: 
“Who will fight with me in single combat?” They said conceming 
him what Abu Bakr had said; “No army will be defeated among 
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whom there is a man like this,” and they felt happy with him. Dhu al- 
Hajib*^’ came out to meet him and al-Qa‘qa‘ asked him: “Who are 
you?”^^^ He said, “I am Bahman Jadhawayh.” At this point al- 
Qa‘qa‘ remembered the calamity tihat had betallen the Muslims on 
the day of the bridge at the hands of this commander. He was seized 
with Islamic zeal and caUed out, “Yengeance for Abu ‘Ubayd, Sulayt 
and the companions of the bridge!” Even though this Persian 
commander was renowmed for his bravery, his courage must have 
failed him when he heard this cry. Abu Bakr had said of al-Qa‘qa‘: 
“The voice of al-Qa‘qa‘ in an army is better than a thousand men.*^^ 
How could a man withstand it, no matter how brave and steadfast he 
was?” Hence al-Qa‘qa‘ soon slew him in front of his troops. His 
killing in this manner had a great etfect of unnerving the Persians and 
raising the moral of the Muslims, because he was the commander of 
twenty thousand Persians. Then al-Qa‘qa‘ called out again, “Who 
wiU iight with me in single combat?” Two men came out to meet 
him , one of whom was al-Bayrazan and the other was al-Bandawan. 
Al-Qa’qa’ was joined by al-Harith ibn Zabyah ibn al-Harith, the 
brother of Banu Tameem al-Lat. Al-Qa’qa’ fought with al-Ba 5 uazan 
and killed him.*^‘* Ibn Zabyan fought with al-Bandawao, who was 
one of the champions of the Persians and kiUed him. Thus at the 
beginning of the day, al-Qa‘qa‘ Ĕnished off two of the five Persian 
commanders. Undoubtedly that threw the Persiaos into contusion, 
which turther contributed to the demoralization of the Persian troops. 
Two horsemen from each side met in combat, and al-Qa‘qa‘ started 
saying: “O’ Muslims, use your swords and reap the harvest.” The 
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peopie started passing on this advice to one another, and rashed at the 
enemy, and continued iighting until evening came. The narrators 
state that al-Qa‘qa‘ launched thirty charges; every time he saw 
another group coming, he launched another charge. And the last one 
who was killed was Burz Jamhar al-Hamadhani. 

'Alba' ibn Jahsh al-'Ujali: Disembowelled during the battle 

A man from among the Persians appeared before the troops of 
Bakr ibn Wa’il and called out, “Who will fight with me in single 
combat?” ‘Alba’ ibn Jahsh al-‘Ujali went out to meet him. ‘Alba’ 
struck the Persian a blow in his chest tbat damaged his lungs, then the 
Persian strack him a blow in his belly and his intestines spilled out 
and fell to the groimd. The Persian died at once; as for ‘Alba’, he was 
unable to stand. He tried to put his intestines back in place, but he 
could not. A Muslim man passed by him, and ‘Alba’ said to him, 
“Hey you, help me with my belly.” So he helped him put his 
intestmes back in, then ‘Alba’ held the two sides of the woimd 
together and marched towards the Persian ranks, without looking 
back at the Muslims. Death caught up with him thirty cubits from 
where he first fell, and he died saying, 

“I was one of those who did well in battle, and 
I hope that this wdll bring me a reward from our Lord.” 

Al-A'raf ibn al-A'lam al-'Uqayli 

A man from among the Persians came out saying, “Who will 
fight with me m sihgle cdmbat?” Al-A‘raf ibn al-A‘lam al-‘Uqayli 
came out to meet him and killed him. Then another came out to fight 
him and he killed him. Then Ihe horsemen surroimded him and threw 
him down. He dropped his weapon and they took it, so he threw dust 
in their faces until he got back to his companions.^^^ 


Tareekh at~Tabari, 4/370. 
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The sacrijices made hy the four sons of al-Khansa' 

The four sons of al-Khansa’ made the ultimate sacritice on that 
day. They went out to fight with zeal, and each of them recited verse 
to encourage himself and brothers. TTiey went out in tum and fought 
until they were martyred.^^^ When the news of her four sons reached 
al-Khansa’, she said: “Praise be to Aliah Who has honoured me by 
their deaths; I hope that my Lord will re-unite me with them by His 
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mercy. 

A trick hy al-Qa'qa' that had a 
far-reaching effect on the Persians 

On this day, the day of Aghwath, al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr and his 
cousins from Tameem played a trick that had a far-reaching effect on 
the Persians. When he saw what the elephants had done to the 
Muslims’ horses on the lirst day, he and his people, by the help of 
AUah, prepared the camels and made them look fiightening, so as to 
support the horses. They clothed them, adomed them and put masks 
on their faces, then they mounted the foot soldiers on them and 
surrounded them with the horses to protect Ihem. Then they attacked 
the Persian horses with them, and did to them on the day of Aghwath 
what they had done to the MusUms on the day of Armath. There was 
no group, large or smaU, at whom they charged, but that group’s 
horses got spooked and overwhelmed by the MuslinK’ horses. When 
the people saw that, they began to copy them, and the Persians 
suffered more because of the camels on the day of Aghwath than the 
Muslims had suffered because of the elephants on the day of 
Armath.^^* 


Al-Qddmyah, p. 154, by Ahmad ‘Adil Shaldr. 

Al-Khansa' Umm ash-Shuhada', by ‘Abdul-Mun‘im al-Hashimi, p. 98. 
At-Tdreekh al-Isldmi, 10/46. 
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Thus we see that the tirst Muslims excelled over their enemies 
in military creativity. The Persians had exhausted the Muslims on the 
Erst day by using the elephants, and since the Muslims had no 
elephants, they mvented a trick using the camels that they did have, 
to fool their enemies. This brilliant trick scared the enemy’s horses 
and caused them to panic and flee, along with their Persian riders. 
This is how the Muslims should be — they shoiild excel in the field 
of material preparation after excelling in the field of spiritual 
preparation. 

Ahu Mihjan ath-Thaqafi in the heart of the battle 

Chi the day of Aghwath, the battle went on until midnight. That 
night was called Laylat as-Sawdd. Then the fighting stopped after 
both sides retreated. The cessation of fighting was of great benefit for 
the Muslims, as they were able to move their martyrs to their place of 
burial m the valley of Musharriq, and they moved their wounded to 
al-‘Udhayb, where the women could take care of them. Abu Mihjan 
ath-Thaqafi took part in the Aghting for the first time on this night.^^^ 
Abu Mihjan had been detained and put in chains, and he was in the 
palace. In the evening he went up to Sa‘d and asked bim to forgive 
him and let him go. Sa‘d rebuked him, so he went back down and 
went to Sahna bint Khasatah, and said; “O’ Sahna, O’ daughter of A1 
Khasafah, do you want to do something good?” She said, “What is 
it?” He said, “Let me go and lend me al-Balqa’ (a honse). By Allah, if 
AUah keeps me safe and sound I will come back to you and put my 
feet in these chains.” She said, “Why would 1 do that?” So he went 
back with his feet still in the chains, expressmg in verse his sorrow at 
not being able to join the army and light alongside the Muslims, and 
promising Allah that he would never visit tavems again if he got the 
chance to join the army. 
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Sabna said; “I prayed istikhdrah and I tnist you.” She let him 
go and said, “But as for the horse, I will not lend itto you.” She went 
back to her house, but he still took the horse; he led it out of the gate 
of the castle that was closest to Ihe ditch, then he mounted it and 
galloped off until he approached the right flank of the army. Then he 
said takbeer and charged at the lefl: flank of the enemy, wielding his 
spear and his weapon among the ranks. Then he went to the back of 
the Muslim army and moved to the lefl Aank, where he said takbeer 
and charged at the right flank of the enemy, wielding his spear and his 
weapon among the ranks. Then he went back behind the Muslim 
army and charged at the heart of the enemy army, wielding his spear 
and his weapon among the ranks. That night he fought Ihe enemy in 
an ainazing manner, and the people were impressed with him, but 
they did not know who he was, for they had not seen him at the 
begiiming of the battle. Some of them said, he must be one of the 
companions of Hashim, or Hashim himself. As he was watching the 
people, lying on his stomach at the top of the fort, Sa‘d said: “By 
Allah, were it not that Abu Mihjan is detained, I would have said that 
this is Abu Mihjan and this (horse) is al-Balqa’. ” Rumours flew as to 
who that man was. At midnight the Persians retreated and the 
Muslims did likewise. Abu Mihjan went back to where he had come 
out from, and put his feet back in their chains. Sahna said to him: “O’ 
Abu Mihjan, why did this man detain you?” He said, “By Allah, he 
did not detain me for something that I ate or drank, but I was a drmker 
at the tlme of Jdhiliyah, and I am a poet, I say whatever comes to my 
lips and sometimes that gets me into trouble. That is why he detained 
me. I said in one of my poems: 

‘If I die, bury me next to a grapevine so that its roots may irrigate my 
veins. 

Do not bury me in the wildemess for I fear that I would never taste it 
again.’ ” 
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The next day, Sahna told Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas about what had 
happened. He called him and let him go, saying, “Go, and I will not 
hold anything against you for what you say unless you do it.” He 
said, “Rest assured that I wUl never do what my tongue says, if it says 
something objectionable.”^'*® 

Al-Qa'qd's plan in the latter part of the night of as-Sawdd 

One of the most important incidents that took place in the latter 
half of the night of as-SawM was when al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘ Amr took the 
opportunity to make a plan to raise the morale of the Muslim troops 
on the followmg day. He ordered his followers to sneak out and then 
come back during the day, one group after another, each group 
composed of one hundred warriors. He said to Ihem, “When the sun 
rises, come one hundred at a time; every time one group disappears 
from sight, send another htmdred. If Hashim comes, all well and 
good, otherwise this is a way to renew our people’s hope and 
energy.” 

When the sun started to rise, al-Qa‘qa‘ was keeping a lookout. 
He saw horses in the distance, so he said takbeer and the people 
repeated his takbeer and said, the reinforcements have come. His 
brother ‘Asun ibn ‘ Amr followed his example, and told his people to 
do the same thing. They came from another direction (Khaffan). No 
sooner had the last of al-Qa‘qa‘s companioiis come, but Hashim ibn 
‘Utbah also arrived with seven hundred men from the army of Syria. 

When the last of the companions of ai-Qa‘qa‘ came, Hashim 
appeared with seventy men.^'*^ Here the reMer may note the 
humbleness of Hashim ibn ‘Utbah ibn Abi Waqqas, who agreed to 
foIlow the best strategy: he split his army up into groups just as al- 
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Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr had done. His ego and his position did not preyent 
him from following the opinion of one of the coimnanders who were 
under him. He was one of the men who had been shaped by the 
teachings of the Prophet (0), tiiose who had begun to cancel their 
egos and self-interests for the sake of the interests of Islam and the 
Muslims. This is one of tihe main reasons for their success in 
establishing the Islamic state and defeating the world powers of that 


2.4.3. The day of ‘'Imas 

This was the third day, the day of ‘Imas. The Persians came up 
with a new plan to avoid the problems that they had feced on the first 
day, when the belts of their elephants had been eut. They put foot 
soldiers with each elephant to protect it, and horsemen to protect tihe 
foot soldiers. The Muslims continued to fight the elephauts and the 
men on top of them and around them, and they found the going tough 
indeed. When Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas saw what a hard time the 
Muslims were having, he sent word to some Persian Muslims who 
were with tihe Muslhn army, asking them about the elephants and 
where their weak pointe were. They said that the weak points were 
the eyes and tihe trunk; the elephants could not fimction if these w^e 
struck. So Sa‘d sent word to al-Qa‘qa‘ and ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr, teUing 
them: “Take care of the white elephant for me.” Al-Qa‘qa‘ was 
familiar with it and was close to it. He also sent word to Hammal ibn 
Malik and Ribayyil ibn ‘Amr al-Asadi, saying: “Take care of the 
mangy elephant for me. ” They were familiar with it and were close to 
it. Al-Qa‘qa‘ and ‘Asim took their httle spears and marched towards 
the elephant with a squadron of horsemen and foot soldiers, and they 
said to those who were with them, “Smround it and make it get 
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confused.” The elephant started looking in coniusion right and left at 
those who were around it. Al-Qa‘qa‘ and ‘Asim got near it and 
attacked it whilst it was distracted by the people around it. They both 
drove their little spears into the eyes of the white elephant, which 
shook its head and threw its driver off. Then it lowered its trunk, and 
al-Qa‘qa‘ struck it with his sword and cut it off. The elephant fell on 
its side, kdlling those who were on top of it. Hammal ibn Malik 
launched his attack and said to ar-Ribayyil ibn ‘Amr; “You choose; 
either you strike its trunk while I stab its eye, or you stab its eye while 
I strike its trunk.” He chose to strike its trunk, so Hammal charged at 
it whilst it was distracted by those who were around it. Hammal 
stabbed it in the eye, and the elephantfell on its back. Then it got up 
and ar-Ribayyil struck it and chopped ofF its trunk. The elephant 
driver saw him and struck him on the forehead and nose with an iron 
stick, but both ar-Riba}^! and Hammal managed to get away. The 
elephants squealed like pigs at the loss of the two leading elephants 
and started running away, stampeding the Persian army, until they 
crossed the river of al-‘Ateeq and Aed towards al-Mada.’in, and 
everyone who had been riding them was kiUed.^"*^ 

Once the battletield was free of elephants, the people marched 
against one another and the lighting intensitied. The Persians had a 
reserve army of elite tighters, and every time a gap appeared in their 
ranks, Yazdagird would send for some of them. That day ended with 
the Muslims and the enemy on an equal iooting.*'*^^ 

The heroism of 'Amr ibn Ma'di Karib 

‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Karib said; “I am going to attack the elephant 
and the people around it. Do not leave me for longer than the time it 
takes to slaughter a camel. If you come late, you will have lost Abu 


At-Tdreekh al-Isldmi, 10/468. 
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Thawr (meaning himself), and how could you find another man like 
Abu Thawr? If you come on time you will find me with my sword 
still in my hand. ” So he charged and did not look back until he started 
striking them and disappeared in a cloud of dust. His companions 
said, “What are you waiting for? You are going to lose him, and if 
you lose him, the Muslims will have lost their knight.” So they 
charged and the mushrikeen separated around him after throwing him 
to the floor and stabbing him, but his sword was still in his hand and 
he was striking them. His horse had also been stabbed. When he saw 
his companions and realized that the Persians had backed away fi:om 
him, he grabbed the leg of a Persian horse whose rider was trying to 
make it move; the horse stumbled and the Persian looked at ‘ Amr and 
wanted to kill him . The Muslims saw him and rushed to help him. 
The Persian dismormted and ran back to his companions and ‘Amr 
said: “Grive me the reins.” They gave him the reins and he mounted 
the horse and rode olT^"^^ 

Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi 

The hghting continued on the third day until night came, then 
the voice of Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi, who had gone behind 
the Persian lines, made them stop tighting and break apart. That 
scared the Persians and amaz:ed the Muslims, and they stopped 
fighting to see what was happening. Sa‘d ( 4 ^) had sent him with 
some other people to guard a place where the Muslims might be 
exposed to danger, and he went beyond the call of duty and came 
^■om behind the Persians, and shouted “AUdhu Akbar —Allah is All- 
Great” three times.'^^ This tactic proved usetul, as the Aghting 
stopped and there was an opportunity to regroup and prepare for the 
night tighting. 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 4/378. 
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Qays ihn al-Makshooh 

When he retumed fi'om Syria along with Hashim ibn ‘Utbah, 
he addressed the people saying: “O’ Arabs, Allah has blessed you 
with Islam and has honoured you with Muhamraad (^), and you 
have become brotiiers by Allah’s grace. Your call is one and you are 
united, after you had been enemies of one another, fightiag one 
another ILke lions and snatching one another like woIves. Support 
(the cause of) Allah and He will support you, and Allah will grant 
you victory over the Persians. Allah granted victory to your brothers 
in Syria and they seized the red palaces and the red fortresses.”^"^^ 

The night of al-Hareer 

The fighting started on the night of al-Hareer, ahead of the 
fourth day. The Persians changed their tactics on this night. Rustam 
realized that his army had not achieved the same level of 
horsemanship in battle as the Muslims had, and they did not even 
come close. So he decided to make the whole army charge at once, so 
cis to avoid the kind of setbacks he had previously encountered, 
which had destroyed the morale of his troops. None of the Persians 
came out for single combat after the brilliant performance of the 
Muslim champions. Rustam arranged his army in thirteen rows in the 
core and on both tl ank s. Al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr began to fight, 
accompanied by the elite forces, before Sa‘d said takbeer, but he let 
them off and prayed for forgiveness for them. When he said takbeer 
three times, the commanders and all the amy marched forward, in 
three ranks, the archers, the horsemen and the foot soldiers. The 
righting that night was very intense, and they continued fighting fiom 
the first part of the night until moming, not speaking at all and 
corrununicating only in grunts (al-hareer), so that night was called 
the night of al-Hareer. The Muslims encouraged one another to strive 
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their utmost in fighting, because they were expecting a tough fight. 
Among their words that have heen narrated conceming that are the 
following^"**: 

Durayd ibn ICa‘b an-Nakha‘i said to his people: “The Muslims 
are preparing for the fight, so be among the first of the Muslims to 
fight for AUah and in jihad tonight, for no one will be among the first 
tonight but his reward will be in accordance with how soon he joined 
the fighl. Compete with them for martyrdom and be content with 
death, for this is the best way to avoid death if you want to live and if 
you do not, then the Hereafter is what you are seeking.” 

Al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays said: “O’ Arabs, these people (the 
Persians) should not be more daring in facing death and less 
concemed about worldly gains than you. Compete for wives and 
children and do not fear death, for this is the wish of the noble people 
and the means of martyrdom.”^'*^ 

Humaydah ibn an-Nu‘man al-Bariqi said; “On the night of al- 
Hareer there was a fully-armed Persian squadron near the tribe of 
Ju‘fa, so they marched upon them and fought them with the sword, 
but they saw that their swords were havmg no effect on the aimour 
they were wearing, so they retreated. Humaydah ibn an-Nu‘man al- 
Bariqi said to them, ‘What is the matter with you?’ They said, ‘Our 
weapons are not effective against them.’ He said, ‘Wait here rmtil I 
show you.’ So they watched, and Humaydah attacked one of their 
men from behind, striking him with a spear. Then he tumed to his 
companions and said, ‘I think this is the way to kill them.’ So they 
attacked them and pushed them back.”^™ 


At-Tdr^ekh al-Islami, 10/472. 
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Near the tribe of Kindah there was Turk at-Tabari, one of the 
Persian commanders. Al-Ash‘aih ibn Qays al-Kindi said: “O’ people, 
march towards them.” So he marched towards them with seven 
himdred men and pushed them back, and he killed their commander, 
Turk. 


The righting that night was intense and non-stop. The leaders 
of the tribes encouraged their tribes to be steadfast and patient. One 
indication of the intensity of the Aghting on that night was the report 
narrated by at-Tabari trom Ans^ ibn al-HuIays, who said: ‘T was 
present on the night of al-Hareer, where the clash of iron was like the 
sound of the blacksmith all night, until moming came. They were 
given a great deal of patience. Sa‘d spent a night such as he had never 
spent, and the Arabs and Persians saw something the like of which 
they had never seen. There was no more news fix)m either Rustam or 
Sa‘d, and Sa‘d started to make du ‘a ’ until the night was half over. 

Sa‘d understood that as meaning that victory was nigh, so Sa‘d 
ibn Abi Waqqas spent the night praying to Allah and seekmg His 
support. It is worth noting here that Sa‘d was a man whose du ‘d ’ was 
answered.^^^ 

2.4.4. The day of al-Qadisiyah 

On the fourth day the Muslims were still tighting. Al-Qa‘qa‘ 
ibn ‘Amr went about among the people and said, “Yictory wiU come 
soon to those who show patience, so be patient for a while and attack, 
for victory comes with patience, so prefer patience over panic.” A 
number of leaders gathered around him and they charged at Rustam, 
until at dawn they reached the troops who were near him. When the 
tribes saw that, their leaders stood up to address them. Qays ibn 
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‘Abdi Yaghooth, al-Ash‘ath ibn Qays, ‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Yakrib, Ibn 
Dhi as-Sahmayn al-Khash‘ami and Ibn Dhi al-Burda}m al-Hilah 
stood up and said; “These people (the Persians) should not have more 
couiage in facing death than you, or be more wilUng to forfeit this 
world than you.” Some men of Rabee‘ah stood up and said, “You are 
the most knowledgeable of people about the Persians and you were 
more courageous against them in the past. What is stopping you now 
from being more courageous than you were before?”^^^ 

Thus we see another aspect of the brilliance of al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn 
‘Amr, whose brilliance was manifested in many ways. Allah blessed 
him with a combination of rare courage, wisdom and strong faith, and 
he used all of that to support Islam and the Muslims. His joining the 
battle was a great support to the MusUms. AI-Qa‘qa‘ realized that the 
enemy was running out of patience after the fighting had gone on for 
a day and a night non-stop, and before that for two days with only a 
short respite. By means of his insight and lengthy experience — aiter 
the guidance of Allah — he knew that the consequences of the battle 
would be in favour of those who showed patience aller this lengthy 
and exhaustive struggle. Al-Qa‘qa‘ and the heroes who were with 
him managed to penetrate deeply into the core of the Persian army 
until they found themselyes close to Rustam at noon. At this point the 
support of AUah came down and He supported His close fiiends 
{awliya with troops from Him; a violent wind, the daboor or west 
wind, blew and carried the cover away from the throne of Rustam, 
throwing it into the al-‘Ateeq river. Then dust blew up in the feces of 
the Persians and hindered their defence.^^^ 


TdreeMi at-Tabari, 4/387. 
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The slaying of the Persian commander Rustam 

Al-Qa‘qa‘ and those who were with him adyanced until they 
found the throne of Rustam, which they did not see before because of 
the dust. Rustam had left the throne and sheltered behind a mule, 
which fell on top of him without him realizing it and damaged a disk 
in his back. Rustam Aed towards the aI-‘Ateeq river to try and save 
himself, but Hilal caught up with him. He grabbed his leg, then he 
dragged him and killed him, then he cUmbed on top of the throne and 
shouted, “I have killed Rustam, by the Lord of the Ka‘bah! Come to 
me!” The core of the Persian army fied. The other Muslim 
commanders also advanced towards those who were opposite them, 
and the Persians retreated before th em. When al-Jalinus realized that 
Rustam had been killed, he stood on the dam that had been made in 
the river and caUed the Persians to cross, Heeing Irom death, and they 
crossed. As for the Persian troops who were in chains, of whom there 
were thirty thousand, they rushed into the al-‘Ateeq river and the 
Muslims stabbed them with their spears, and not one of them 
escaped.*^'* 

The end of the battle 

The battle ended by the grace of Allah, then by the efforts of 
tbe Muslim heroes and the wisdom of their commander, Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas. It was a lierce and tough battle in which the enemies resisted 
the Mushms for three days, until AUah defeated them on the fourth 
day, whereas the Mushms usually defeated their enemies in one day. 
One of the reasons for this resistance was the fact that the Persians 
regarded this battle as decisive: if they won, their state would abide, 
but if they lost their state would perish and would never recover after 
that. Another reason for their resistance was the presence of their 
greatest leader, Rustam, at the head of the army, who was a 
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commander with a history of victories against his enemies, in 
addition to the Persians’ superiority in numbers and equipment. The 
Persians numbered some one hundred and twenty thousand warriors, 
not counting their foilowers, as well as the remforcements sent daily 
by Yazdagird, whereas the number of Muslims was thirty-odd 
thousand.^^^ Despite all that, the Muslims defeated them after they 
sent on 8500 mart^rs.^^^ This number of martyrs is the largest 
number of any battle during the Ĕrst Muslim conquests. The fact that 
the number was so high is indicatiye of the Aerceness of the battle 
and of the Mushms’ willingness to expose themselves to martyrdom. 
May Allah be pleased with them aU.’^^ 

Pursuing the remnants of the defeated army 

Sa‘d ( 4 ^) issued orders that the remnants of the defeated army 
be pursued. He sent al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr and Shurahbeel ibn as-Samt 
al-Kindi ofF right and left in pursuit of those who had not crossed the 
river, cmd he ordered Ztihrah ibn al-Hawiyah to pursue those who had 
crossed the river with their commanders. The Persians had made a 
hole in the dam so that the Mushms would not be able to follow them, 
but Zuhrah and three hundred horsemen managed to cross with their 
horses. He ordered those who did not manage to cross to come via the 
bridge, even though it was a little further, and catch up with them. Al- 
Jalinus, who was one of their top commanders, was travelling at the 
rear of the army in order to protect them. Zuhrah caught up with him 
and they fought; they exchanged two blows and Zuhrah killed him 
and took his possessions. They pursued the Persians and killed some 
of them, then in the evenmg they went back to al-Qadisiyah with the 
Muslims.^^* 
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Good news of the oictory reaches 'Umar (^) 

Sa‘d wrote to the caliph ‘Umar ( 4 ^) telluig him of the victory, 
sending the letter with Sa‘d ibn ‘Umaylah al-Fazari. He said in his 
letter: “Allah has granted us vietory over the Persians, and has given 
them the same pimishment as those who came before them, after a 
lengthy fight and much distress. They fought die Muslims with 
numbers the like of which has never been seen before, but Allah did 
not benetit them thereby, rather He benetited the Muslims instead. 
The Muslims followed them along the rivers and riverbanlcs, and in 
the mountain passes. Among the Muslims, Sa‘d ibn ‘Ubayd al-QM’ 
and So and so and So and so were killed, and other MusUm men 
whom we do not know, but Allah knows who they are. They used to 
recite the Qur’an with a sound like the buzzmg of bees when night 
came, and they were the Uons of mankind, although Uons cannot 
compare to them. Those who passed away are not better than those 
who were left, except by virtue of martyrdom, because martyrdom 
was not decreed for them.”^^^ 

We leam several things fi:om this letter, such as the following: 

Sa‘d’s attitude of Tawheed, and how he gloritied AUah and 
declared that he himself had no power or strength; the victory over 
their enemies came Ĕ^om Allah alone, and did not come by the 
strength of the MusUms, despite the great elTorts and sacrifices that 
they made and despite the huge strength and numbers of the enemy. 
The outcome of the battle was not up to the people, rather it was all 
under Allah’s control. He is the One Who deprived the enemy of 
beoefiting firom their strength, and He is the One Who aUowed the 
Muslims to benetit firom their strength. Human beings are simply the 
means by which Allah grants benetit or harm. Allah is the Only One 
Who can ward off hann or bring benelits. Thus Sa‘d ( 4 ^) 
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miderstood the meaning of Tawheed, and lie lived it with his troops 
day by day. In his letter, we see Sa‘d describing the Sahdbah (may 
Allah be pleased with them) and the Tdbi 'een who were with them, as 
exceilmg in worship and courage, for they were worshippers by 
night, reciting the QuT’an with a sound like bees humming, never 
becoming tired or exhausted, and by day they were knights whose 
courage and steadfastness could not be matched even by lions.*^® 

‘Umar ( 4 ^) would stand outside Madeenah to see if anyone 
was coming fi:om al-Qadisiyah. He would wait firom moming until 
mid-day, then he would go back to his family aod his home. When 
the bringer of glad tidings came, he said, “Where have you come 
fi:om?” He told him, and he said, “O’ slave of AUah, tell me! ” He 
said, “Allah has defeated the enemy.” ‘Umar ran beside him, asking 
him questions, and the man on the camel did not know who he was, 
\mtil they entered Madeenah and the people started greeting him as 
Ameer al-Mu’mineen. He said, “Why didn’t you tell me that you 
were the Ameer al-Mu’mineen, may Aliah have mercy on you?” 
‘Umar said, “Don’t worry about it, O’ my brother.”^^^ 

From this report we leam a number of things, including the 
iollowing: 

❖ The great interest of ‘Umar, which led him to go out into the desert 
eveiy day in hope of Imding riders coming fi:om Iraq, so that 
he could ask them about news of the Musluns and their 
enemies. He could have delegated someone else to bring the 
news to him, but his deep interest and concem for the Muslims 
would not let him do that. This is the ultimate mercy and sense 
of responsibility. 
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❖ ‘Umar’s deep humility. He kept running alongside the rider, 
asking him for news of the battle. That messenger did not want 
to tell him the details until he reaphed the caliph, and he did not 
realize that the caliph was the man who was speaking to him 
and running beside him, until he leamed that from the people 
in Madeenah. This is a great character and attitude for which 
the Muslims are entitled to feel proud before the entire world, 
for it is mdicative of the greatness of this rehgion which 
produced men Uke ‘Umar who were so just, mercitul, resolved 
and humble.^^^ 


2.5. Lessons and benedts 

2.5.1. The date of the battle and its ef£ect 
on the progress of the conquests 

Historians differ conceming the date of this battle. Professor 
Ahmad ‘ Adil Kamal has researched the matter well, and reached the 
conclusion that it took place in Sha‘ban of 15 A.H.^^^ I am inchned to 
favour this view. 

There can be no doubt that al-Qadisiyah comes at the top of the 
hst of decisive battles in the history of the world, and that it shows 
how divine support comes to those who are trae behevers. As a result 
of this battle, the gates of Iraq, and thence all of Persia, were opened. 
After that, Muslim victories came one after another. It brought the 
end of the Sassanids in a political and militaty sense, and the end of 
Magianism in a rehgious sense. From here the religion of Islam 
spread throughout Persia and beyond. In al-Qadisiyah the Muslims 
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dealt a blow to the Persians from which they never recovered. Hence 
al-Qadisiyah deserves to be at the top of the list of decisive battles in 
human histoiy.^^ 

2.5.2. 'Umar's speech after the victory of al-Qadisiyah 

When news of the victory reached ‘Umar (4^), he announced 
it to them, and said: “I am veiy keen not to leave any need without 
meeting it, so long as we are flexible with one another. If that is not 
possible then we should support one another until we are all equal 
and have enough to survive. I wish you knew what I have in my heart 
for you, but there is no way for you to know except by my actions. By 
Allah, I am not a king to enslave you; rather I am a slave of Allah 
who has been given a trust. If I keep away from the public wealth and 
I spend it on you and make sure that you all have enough food and 
water in your houses, then I would be blessed. If I kept it for myself, I 
would have a short-lived joy, but I would be doomed for a long 
time.”^^^ 

2.5.3. PulSlment of agreements among the 
Muslims, and justice with no compromise 

Sa‘d wrote another letter to ‘Umar (<^), asking him for 
instructions regarding the ahl adh-dhimmah of the Arabs of Iraq who 
had broken their treaty when the Muslims were weak. ‘Umar stood 
up and addressed the people, saying: “Whoever acts on whims and 
desires and sin loses out and harms no one but himself; whoever 
follows the Sunnah and adheres to laws and follows the right path, 
seeking that which is with Allah for those who obey Him, is doing 
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the right thing and is a winner. Allah (|g) says: 

^And they will find all that they did, placed before them, and your 
Lord treats no one with injustice.^ (Qur’an 18: 49) 

The Muslims have defeated their enemies and the original inhabitants 
have moved on, and there are some people (who did not move on 
and) who have come to the Muslims on the basis of their previous 
covenant. What do you think of those who claim that they were 
forced to join the enemy; and those who did not make such a claim 
and did not Stay, but rather moved on; and those who stayed and did 
not make any claim or move on; and those who surrendered?” 

They agreed to honour the commitment to those who stayed 
and did not cause any harm, and that those who made a claim and 
were believed and those who fulfilled the covenant should be treated 
appropriately, but if they were not believed, they should be told that 
there is no covenant and a new covenant should be drawn up. As for 
those who had left their land and joined the Persians, if they wished 
they could make a new covenant with the Muslims, and they would 
come under Muslim protection, or the Muslims could contmue to 
keep them from their land and not give them any option but fighting. 
Those who stayed and surrendered could be given the choice 
between payingyY^a/j or leaving; and the same choice was offered to 
the peasants.*^® 

We leam a number of lessons from this, including the followmg: 

‘Umar ( 4 ^) applied the principle of shoora, whereby he used 
to consult the people of wisdom in aU his important affairs, despite 
the fact that he was known for abundant knowledge and deep 
wisdom. This noble conduct was one of the reasons for his great 
success in mling the ummah. In these words with which ‘Umar 
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prefaced his consultation, he reminded the Sahdbah of the necessity 
of avoiding whims and desires and the importance of being sincere in 
one’s intention towards Allah, and of adhering to the straight path as 
set out by the Messenger of Allah (^). Whoever does that will be 
protected from makin g errors of judgement in ruling, will see things 
correctly and wili win the reward of Allah.^^^ ‘Umar summed up this 
advice in a letter which he sent to Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, in which he 
said: “In all things Allah has allowed concessions in certain 
situations, except in two things: Justice and dhikr. As for dhikr 
(remembrance of Allah), there is no eoncession imder any 
cireumstances and Allah accepts nothing but a great deal of it. As for 
justice, there is no concession in it, whether at times of hardship or of 
ease. Even if justice appears sotl, it is stronger than injustice and is 
more able to eliminate falsehood than injustice. Whoever among the 
Arabs of Iraq was true to his covenant and did not help the enemy 
against you in any way, is entitled to protection and is obliged to pay 
the jizyah. As for tiiose who claim that they were forced but did not 
come and join you or leave and go elsewhere, do not believe them 
unless you want to; if you do not want to, then cancel the deal with 
them and send them wherever is safe for them.”'®^ 

From this response we leam a number of lessons, including the 
following: 

“Justice in ruling is the main foundation for Islam to rule and prevail, 
and for security and prosperity to spread in the Muslim lands. This 
has to do with this world. As for the Hereafter, there is no escape for 
the wrongdoers and oppressors, because with regard to the rights of 
Allah, He may forgive His slave for any transgressions, but when it 
comes to the rights of other people, on the Day of Resurrection Allah 
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will detain the wrongdoers and those who were wronged so that they 
may settle the scores among one another. With regard to 
remembrance of AUah {dhikr), it must dominate the life of the 
Muslim, in his heart and on his lips, in all that he does, so that his 
thoughts are sincerely for the sake of Allah alone, he speaks only 
words that are pleasing to Him, and he acts only for His sake, and his 
main aim is to establish the remembrance of Allah on earth in word, 
deed and belief. If he achieves that, AUah will protect bim from the 
contusion caused by specious arguments and whims and desires. 
Sa‘d and the Muslims who were with him followed the instmctions 
of the caliph and offered to those who were around them who had Ieft 
their land the option of coming back, in which case they would have 
protection in retum for paying the jizyah. Here we see an example of 
compassioo and sottening people’s hearts. This generous treatment 
had the effect of making the Muslims and Islam dear to those who 
had broken the covenant, and after that they gradually started to enter 
Islam and become sincere followers of the faith.”^^^ 

2.5.4. 'Umar gave the khums of al-Qadisiyah 
to the fighters, and rewarded those who 
had distinguished themselves in battle 

‘Umar (^) ordered that the khums of al-Qadisiyah should be 
given to the fighters, and Sa‘d carried out the caliph’s command. This 
ijtihad of ‘Umar was quite brilliant, as was his ijtihad deciding to 
leave the land of as-Sawad^^° in the hands of its people. He thought 
that it was in accordance with the interests of the state to distribute the 
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khums among the Mujdhideen, so as to encourage them, make things 
easier for them, and acknowledge their etforts/’^ ‘Umar sent fom 
swords and four horses to Sa‘d, to be given as a reward to those who 
had done best in the war in Iraq. He gave out the swords, three to men 
of Banu Asad, namely Hammal ibn Malik, ar-Ribayyil ibn ‘Amr ibn 
Rabee‘ah and Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid; and the fourth he gave to 
‘Asim ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi. He gave one of the horses to al-Qa‘qa‘ 
ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi, and the other three to al-Yarboo‘iyeen, as a 
reward to them for the battle of Aghwath.^^^ These are some of the 
means which ‘Umar used to motivate the Mujdhideen and the 
Muslims to achieve noble aims. 

2.5.5. How 'Umar restored the dignity 
of Zuhrah ibn al-Hawiyah 

Zuhrah retumed from his pursuit of tbe remnants of the Persian 
army. After killing Jalinus, one of the Persian commanders, az- 
Zuhrah took his possessions and put on the armour that Jalinus had 
wom. The prisonei^i who were with Sa‘d recognized it and said, 
“These are the possessions of Jalinus.” Sa‘d asked him: “Did anyone 
help you to kill him?” He said, “Yes.” He then asked, “Who?” He 
said, “Allah. ” At that time Zuhrah was a young man who had been a 
leader during the Jdhiliyah and did weU in Islam. Sa‘d got angry at 
how quickly Zuhrah had put on the armour of JaUnus. He thought 
that was too much and took it away from him, sa^dng, “Why didn’t 
you wait for my permission?”^^^ News of that reached ‘Umar and he 
sent word to Sa‘d saying, “How can you go to someone like Zuhrah, 
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when he has done what he has done and there are still many battles 
ahead, and do something to break his spirit and disconrage him? Give 
him back his loot and favour him over his companions by giving him 
five hundred more, for I have granted everyone who kills a man 
permission to take his possessions. ” So he gave it hack to him and he 
sold it for seventy thousand.^^'* Thus ‘Umar restored az-Zuhrah’s 
dignity.^^^ 

2.5.6. The martyrdom of the mu'adh-dhin ajnd 
the Muslims' competing to give the adhdn 

During the battle of al-Qadisiyah, something amazing took 
place which is indicative of the extent of the early Muslims’ concem 
for religious matters and things that would bring them closer to All^. 
The mu 'adh-dhin of the Muslims was killed on that day, and when 
the time for prayer came, the Muslims competed for giving the 
adhdn, to the extent that they almost fought with swords over it. Sa‘d 
drew lots among them, and the man whose name was drawn gave the 
adhdnP^ The competition for this righteous deed is an indication of 
their strength of faith, for the adhdn brings no worldly gain, status or 
fame. Rather the motivation for this competition was their 
remembering the great reward that AUah has prepared for the 
mu ’adh-dhins on the Day of Resurrection. People who competed for 
the adhdn would certainly compete for matters more serious than 
that. This is the secret of their success in jihad for the sake of Allah 
and in calling people to Islam.^^^ 
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2.5.7. Islamic military tactics in battle 

Al-Qadisiyah was a brilliant example of Islamic militaiy 
tactics. The Muslims excelled in devising tactical manoeuvres that 
suited the situation. We can see ‘Umar’s ability in general 
mobilization and compulsory conscription, and using all available 
resources. In this battle the caliph used all available resources, both 
general troops and an eUte force of Muslims. He wrote to Sa‘d, 
instracting him to choose men with horses and weapons who were 
experienced and courageous. In this battle, Sa‘d gathered seventy- 
odd of those who had been present at Badr, three hundred and 
umpteen of those who had been Companions of the Prophet (^) aller 
the oath of allegiance at ar-Ridwan, three hundred of those who had 
been present at the Conquest of Makkah and seven hundred of the 
sons of the Sahdbah. He did not leave any leader, wise man, 
prominent man, orator or poet but he sent him against them; he sent 
the best and most prominent of the people against the enemy. Thus he 
used aU material and moral resources in this battle. 

In the mobilization for this battle we see a new idea that was 
previously unknown to the Muslims: Sa‘d did not wait in Sirar until 
his army was complete before setting off for Iraq; rather he set out 
with four thousand men and reached the battle site in al-Qadisiyah 
with seventeen thousand. This was an innovative way of mobilizing 
the army which was unknown to the Muslims before ‘Umar. In his 
letters to both al-Muthanna and Sa‘d, ‘Umar told them where this 
decisive battle was to be fought, and that was at al-Qadisiyah. ‘Umar 
was the lirst Muslim leader to use maps in studying the land and 
enviroiunent of the battle, when he asked Sa‘d to describe the land to 
him in a detailed letter, telling him where the Muslim camps were, so 
that it was as if he could see it, and to give hi m a clear picture of the 
Muslims’ situation. Sa‘d wrote him a letter in which he described in 
detail the geography of al-Qadisiyah between the ditch and the al- 
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‘Ateek river and what lay to the right and left, then he described the 
enyironment in the surrounding land, and told him that the local 
inhabitants were hostile towards the Mus lims . Based on this, the 
caliph made his tactical and strategic decisions.’^* From the time 
they arrived in the enemy’s Imd, the Muslims used the tactic of 
raiding enemy supplies and exhausting them in this manner. These 
raids met the army’s need for supplies and in addition to that they also 
served another important purpose, which was sapping the energy of 
the enemy and the ability of the local people to withstand the burdens 
and sufFering of war. The Muslims also used the tactic of ambushmg 
in their skirmishes with the Persians before al-Qadisiyah and in their 
eiTorts to exhaust the enemy and weaken their morale. Bakeer ibn 
‘Abdullah al-Laythi, along with a group of Muslim horsemen, 
ambushed a caravan in a stand of date pahns on the road to as- 
Saneen, in which the sister of Azadmard the son of AzMhbah, the 
ruler of al-Heerah, was being taken as a bride to the ruler of as- 
Saneen. When the caravan reached the place of ambush, the Muslims 
attacked it. Bakeer broke the back of Sheerzad the son of Azadhbah, 
the brother of the bride, who was at the head of the cavalry that was 
riding ahead of the caravan. The horses Aed, galloping away with 
their riders. The Muslims seized all the other loads, and captured the 
daughter of Azadhbah, along with thirty womenfolk of the chieitains 
and one hundred foUowers, and the value of the goods they were 
carrying with them is unknown.^™ 

In this battle the Mushms changed their tactics according to 
new developments on the battlefield. On the first day we see them 
trying to tackle the elephants, cutting their ropes after shooting them 
with arrows, until they fted A^om the battlefield. They were awaiting 
reinforcements ffom Syria, and they brought the reinforcements to 
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the battlejSeld in groups, one after another, to alarm the enemy with 
their apparent numbers. Then they tried a brilliant trick of dressing up 
their camels and putting masks on them to make them look like 
elephants. They sent them into the enemy ranks, where they terrified 
the horses and made them flee. On the third day, the Muslims again 
tackled the Persian elephants which were protected by horsemen and 
foot soldiers. They attacked the biggest elephant, stabbing it in the 
eyes and cutting off its trunk; the elephants fled, and the Persians and 
Muslims became on an equal footmg in the battlefield after the 
Persians lost their elephants, which were like tanks. When the 
Muslims saw that the light was going to be a lengthy one, they 
decided on a general attack. They set their ranks in order and 
marched as one. As soon as the enemy began to retreat and the core 
of the army became exposed, Rustam, the leader of the enemy army, 
became their target. When they finished off Rustam, the Persian army 
suffered a cmshing defeat. Thus we see that the methods used by the 
Muslims in this battle were not restricted to traditional methods of 
righting, rather they responded to every situation with what was best. 
They moved away fi-om primitive methods such as single combat to 
tactical moves, such as disguising their camels, cutting the ropes of 
Ihe elephants, stabbing tihem in the eye and cutting off their trunks, 
andusing classical metibiods of fighting such as targeting the leader. 
This battle was distinguished by mobilization along tribal lines, the 
advantage of which was that there was competition among the tribes 
in lightmg.*®” These are some of the Islamic military methods used 
by the Mujdhideen in al-Qadisiyah. 
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2.6. The conquest of al-Mada^in (Ctesiphon) 

Sa‘d stayed in al-QMisiyah for two months, awaiting 
iastructions from ‘Umar, until there came the command to conquer 
al-Mada’m and to leave the woraen and children in al-‘Ateeq with 
many soldiers around them. He told him that the soldiers who stayed 
behind should have a share of the booty too, because they were 
staying behind to guard the families of the MusHms. Sa‘d did that and 
set out with the army towards the end of Shawwal. The remnants of 
the defeated army, among whom were the remaining commanders 
who were determined to defend themselves, had gone to Babil. The 
cities and towns of Persia began to fall one after another. The 
Muslims conquered al-Burs, then Babil aiter crossing the Euphrates, 
then Kootha, then Sabat, part of it by force and part of it by means of 
a peace deal.*®^ The organized campaign of the MusHms continued 
until they reached al-Mada’in. ‘Umar told Sa‘d to be kind to the 
peasants and to the covenants with them, and a huge number of 

peasants came under Muslim protection. The peasants were moved 
by the attitude, justice and equaHty of the Muslim army, which 
stemmed from their great reHgion, where their leader and the least 
one among the common folk were equal before the greater truth. 
There was no oppression, no corruption in the land, and they were no 
longer subject to t^nranny or enslavement such as they used to suffer. 
They became slaves of Allah alone. 

Sa‘d headed towards al-Mada’in, on ‘Umar’s orders. He sent 
the vanguard of the army on ahead, under the leadership of Zuhrah 
ibn al-Hawiyah, followed by ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mu‘attam with a part 
of the army, and Sharhabeel ibn as-Samat with another part, then 
Hashim ibn ‘Utbah ibn Abi WaqqM, whom he had made his deputy 
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instead of Khalid ibti ‘Uriutah.^^^ Then Sa‘d joined them with the 
rest of the army, and appointed Khalid ibn ‘Urtutah in command of 
the rear guard. 

Zuhrah, at the head of the vanguard, headed towards al- 
Mada’in, which was the capital of the Persian state. The city 
straddled the Tigris west and east. The part which lay to the west of 
the river was called Bahurseer and the part that lay to the east was 
called Asbaneer and Ctesiphon. Zuhrah arrived at Bahurseer and 
started to lay siege to the city. Then Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas took the 
Muslim army, accompanied by the commander of his forces, his 
nephew Hashim ibn ‘Utbah ibn Abi Waqqas, to the westem part Gf al- 
Mada’m, where the king of Persia, Yazdagird, was. The Muslims 
besieged the city for two months, with the Persians coming out 
sometimes to tight the Muslims, but unable to defeat them. 

Zuhrah ibn al-Hawiyah was struck by an arrow, because he 
was wearing chain-mail that had a hole in it. They had said to him, 
“Why don’t you get this hole fbced so that arrows cannot penetrate 
it?” He said, “Why?” They said, “We fear for you.” He said, “I will 
be dear to Allah if an arrow misses all these soldiers and comes to me 
through this hole and strikes me rirmly.” And he was indeed dear to 
Allah as he had hoped, and he was the first of the Muslims to be 
struck by an arrow that day. It struck him rirmly through that hole, 
and some of them said, “PuU it out from him. ” He said, “Let me be, 
for I will still be able to carry on if it is still in me, and I hope that I 
can still strike some of them.” He marched towards the enemy and 
struck Shahrayar, who was frora Astakhar, and killed him.^*^ 

The Mushms continued the siege for two months, using 
twenty catapults that the Persians who were allied with them had 
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made for them, with which they scared the Persians. This indicates 
that the Sahdbah (may Allah be pleased with them all) did not neglect 
any material means of victory if they were able to use it, and they 
tully understood the words of Allah, 

^And make ready against them all you can of power^ (Qur‘an 8: 60), 

— in addition to their excellence in terms of spiritual means of 
yictory, the most important of which are relying on Allah, 
remembering Him (dhikr) and calling upon Him (du‘d’). 

2,6.1, Allah is with His close Mends 
by His support and help 

It was narrated that Anas ibn al-Halees said: “Whilst we were 
besieging Bahurseer, a messenger looked out at us and said, ‘The 
king says to you, is there any way to make a peace deal by which we 
wiU have what is on our side between the Tigris and our mountain, 
and you will have what is on your side between the Tigris and your 
mountain? Are you not satished, may you never be satisfied! ’ Abu 
Mufazzir al-Aswad ibn Qutbah spoke up before anyone else, and 
Allah caused h im to speak words that neither he nor we understood. 
The man went back and we saw them crossing the river to the east of 
al-Mada’m. We asked, “O’ Abu Mufazzir, what did you say to him?” 
He said, “By the One Who sent Muhammad with the tmth, I do not 
know what it was but I feel content, and I hope that I w£^ made to say 
something good.” The people came asking him the same question, 
one after another, imtil Sa‘d heard of that and came to us. He said, 
“O’ Abu Mufazzir, what did you say? For by Allah they are running 
away,” and he told him the same as he had told us. He called out to 
the Persians but no one came out of the city except one man who 
asked for safe passage, which we granted to him. He said, “There is 
no one lefl inside, what is stopping you?” So the men entered the city 



‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 215 


and conquered it. We did not tind anyone or anything inside the city, 
except a few prisoners whom we took captive. We asked them and 
that man why the people had fled, and they said: “The king sent word 
to you offering a peace treaty and you told him that there would never 
be any peace treaty between us and you, until we eat honey in 
Kootha.” The king said, “What is this? The angels are speaking on 
their lips and answering us on behalf of the Arabs. By AUah, what 
this man says indicates that we are going to be Snished, so seek 
protection on the other side of the city.”^*^ 

2.6.2. The verses which Sa'd recited 
when he reached Madhlam Sabat 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas ( 4 I&) stopped in Madhlam Sabat after 
Hashim and those who were with him came to Bahurseer, which was 
the westem part Gf al-Mada’in. When Sa‘d stopped in that place, he 
recited the words of Allah, 

^And wam [O’ Muhammad] mankind of the Day when the torment 
will come unto them; then the wrongdoers wiU say; ‘Our Lord'. 
Respite us for a Uttle while, we wUl answer Your CaU and follow the 
Messengers! ’ [It will be said]: ‘Had you not swom aforetime that you 
would not leave [the world for the Hereafter].’^ (Qur’an 14: 44) 

He recited this verse because in that place there were troops of 
Chosroes called Booran, who swore by Allah every day that the 
Persian kingdom would never perish so long as they lived.**^ Zuhrah 
ibn al-Hawiyah defeated them and scattered them before he was 
maiiyred.**^ When the Muslims entered Bahuiseer, in the middle of 
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the ni^t, they saw the white palace which was the palace of 
Chosroes. Dirar ibn al-Khattah said; “Alldhu Akbar, the white 
(palace) of Chosroes! This is what Allah and His Messenger 
promised,” and they continued to say takbeer until dawn came.^*^ 

2.6.3. Consultation between Sa'd and 
his troops about crossing the river 

When Sa‘d realized that Chosroes had crossed the river to the 
eastera part of aI-Mada’in, taking all the hoats with him, he became 
coniused. The enemy was in front of hhn, with nothing between them 
except the river, but there was no way of crossing it because there 
were no boats. He was ahraid that his enemy would move on and it 
would become difficult to hnish them off. Then some of the Persians 
came to Sa‘d and showed him a ford where they could cross the river 
with some risk. Sa‘d relused and hesitated, then the river burst its 
banks and its water tumed black and started foaming because the 
water was running so fast. At that point Sa‘d saw a good dream in 
which he saw the Muslim horses crossing the river, and he interpreted 
the dream as meaning that they would cross. He gathered the people 
and praised and glorihed AUah, then he said; “Your enemies have 
protected themselves jfrom you by means of this river and you cannot 
reach them, but they can reach you, if they wish, in their boats. There 
is nothing hehind you to make you fear an attack from the rear, for the 
previous Mujdhideen have taken care of them for you. I think that 
you should hasten to launch jihad against your enemy, and I have 
decided to cross this river and go after them.” They all said, “May 
AUah guide us and you; do it.”^** 

We leam the following lessons from this report; 
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We are reminded that AUah is with His belieying close Iriends 
and supports and helps them. The good dreams that Sa‘d (^) saw 
were from Allah, and they made him steadfast and encouraged him to 
go ahead with this matter, the consequences of which were unknown, 
and Allah would cause the consequences to be in the believers’ 
favour. The river suddenly started to Aow quickly in an unusual 
manner, and it would appear that this was in the Persians’ interests, 
because it would prevent the Muslims from attempting to cross the 
iiver. But in fact it was in the Muslims’ interests, because it gave the 
kdjirs a sense of security and they were unprepared for a sudden 
attack by the Muslims. They could not cany with them aU that they 
wanted when they ran away. The Sahdbah were greatly cheered by 
this dream of a righteous man, and it was a factor that encouraged 
them to go ahead. They thought positively of Allah and considered 
good dreams as a means of support from Him. The Mushm leaders at 
tbe time of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs were, for tibe most part, 
decisive men who made the most of every opportunity to motivate 
their troops with their enthusiasm and strength of faith. So Sa‘d 
ordered his army to cross over to the enemy with the weapons of 
sincerity and piety, content with his troops’ levei of faith. So he went 
ahead, relying upon the help of Allah, then upon the high level of 
faith among his men. The Sahdbah and the Tdbi‘een who were with 
them were characterized by their complete obedience to their leaders. 
They regarded this obedience as a shar ‘i obligation and a righteous 
deed through which they drew closer to Allah.^®^ 

2.6.4. Crossing the river and the conquest of ai-Mada'in 

Sa‘d told the people to cross the river, saying, “Who can 
protect the east side of the river, so that the peopie may cross safely?” 
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He delegated ‘Asim ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi, who was a strong and 
tough man, to protect it, and he sent with him six hundred elite 
troops, putting ‘Asira in charge of them. He marched with them until 
they reached the bank of the Tigris, then he said: “Who will come 
with me to defend the river bank fi:om your enemy, and we will 
proteet you until you have crossed?” Sixty strong men joined him 
and they crossed the Tigris, and the rest of the six hundred followed 
them. Thiis S^om the Muslim army was formed an elite group 
numbering six hundred who were known as the Ahwal squadron. 
From them ‘Asim selected sixty men under his own leadership to 
form the vanguard of this group. This was wise planning, first on the 
part of Sa‘d, then ‘Asim, because facing difficulties and taking risks 
cannot be done by a large nmnber, rather it should be done by the 
strongest and toughest who have the best fighting skills, evĕn if they 
are few. If others who were less qualified and less courageous joined 
this group then retreated when the enemy attacked, this would cause 
the defeat of the entire group.*^*^ 

‘Asim crossed the river with sncty men on horseback. It is 
reported that the scouts who went on ahead to the other side were: 
Asamm Bani Wallad at-Teemi, al-Kalaj ad-Dabbi, Abu Mufazzir al- 
Aswad ibn Qutbah, Sharahbeel ibn as-Samt al-Kindi, Hajl al-‘Ajli, 
Malik ibn Ka‘b al-Hamadani and a young man Ĕ^om Banu al-Harith 
ibn Ka‘b. When the Persians saw them, they prepared horsemen to 
fight them, and they met near the eastem bank of the river. ‘Asim 
said, “Spears, spears! ” and directed them to aim them at their eyes. 
They met in battle and the Musliras aimed at their eyes. The Persians 
fled towards the riverbank with the Muslims stabbing at their horses 
with their spears to make them run away faster. They started 
galloping away and their riders could not control them. The Muslims 
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pursued them and killed most of them; liiose who got away fled one- 
eyed. Then the rest of the six hrmdred caught up with their brothers 
and they took control of the eastem bank of the river.^^^ 

2.6.5. The Muslims cross the' river 

When Sa‘d saw that ‘Asim had gained control of the 
riyerbank, he gave the people permission to cross the river. He said: 
“Say, ‘We seek the help of Allah and we put out tmst in Him. Allah is 
SuAicient for us and He is the best Disposer of ahairs. There is no 
power and no strength except with Allah, the Most High, the 
Almighty’.” Most of the aimy crossed over on horseback, with the 
horses wading deep in the foaming and black water of the Tigris and 
the people chatting as they used to chat whilst travelling on land.^^^ 
The one who was travelling alongside Sa‘d in the water was Salman 
al-Farisi, and the horses started swimming with them on their backs, 
and Sa‘d was sa)dng: “Allah is SuAicient for us and He is the best 
Disposer of affairs. AUah will most certainly grant victory to His 
triends and will support His rehgion. Allah wiU defeat His enemies 
so long as there is no transgression or sin among the army that 
outweighs their good deeds.”^^^ Sahnan said to him: “Islam is new 
and by Allah the rivers and seas have been subjugated to them as the 
land is subjugated. By the One in Whose hand is the soul of Sahnan, 
people will leave (Islam) in crowds just as they entered it in 
crowds.”*^"* 

What Salman ( 4 I 1 ,) meant by saying, “Islam is new” is that it 
was stiU alive and its foUowers were strong in faith and proud of it. 
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Islam was the focal point of their liyes for which they lived and died; 
they called people to it and they defended it. But later on there would 
come generations who would inherit this religion and would not be 
Mushms by choice, and it would not be the focal point of their 
concems and feelings, rather all their concem would be focused on 
worldly achievements and enjoying tihe pleasures of this world; Islam 
would become a secondary concem in their lives. At that point they 
would go out of Islam in crowds just as they had entered it in 
crowds.*^^ 

The Muslims all crossed the river safe and sound, with no 
harm coming to anyone. No one fell in the river except a man Irom 
the tribe of Bariq who was caUed Gharqadah, who fell from the back 
of a palomino horse. Al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr tumed his home around to 
go and help him, and he held on to his arm until he brought him 
across the river. The Bariqi, who was one of the toughest of men, 
said: “Sisters are no longer able to give birth to sons like you, O’ 
Qa‘qa‘!” He was a matemal uncle of al-Qa‘qa‘.^^^ 

The Persians were amazed when the Muslims erossed the 
river, and Yazdagird fled, heading for Hulwan. The Muslims entered 
the city unopposed, and Sa‘d stayed in the white palace, which he 
took as a place of prayer and recited the verses: 

^How many of gardens and springs that tihey [Fir’awn’s (Pharaoh’s) 
people] left behind, and green crops [Aeldsj and goodly places, and 
comforts of life wherein they used to take delight! Thus [it was]! And 
We made other people inherit them.^ (Qur’an 44: 25-28) 

And he prayed eight rak‘ahs, the prayer of victoiy. 

The lirst ones to enter al-Mada’m were the Ahwal squadron, then the 
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al-Kharsa’ squadron.^^’ The Ahwal squadron was led by ‘Asim ibn 
‘Amr at-Tameemi, and the al-Kharsa’ squadron was led by al-Qa‘qa‘ 
ibn ‘Amr.*^* 

2.6.6. Examples of the Muslims' honesty 
“l praise Allah and I am content with His reward” 

When the Muslims arriyed in al-Mada’in and gathered their 
plunder, a man came with something which he gave to the one who 
was in charge of the plunder. He and the one who was with him said: 
“We have never seen anything like this, we have never gotten 
anything like this or anything that even comes close.” They asked, 
“Did you take anything from it?” He said, “By AUah, were it not for 
Allah, we would not have brought it to you.” They realked that this 
man was of good caliber and said, “Who are you?” He said, “No, by 
Allah, 1 will not tell you lest you or anyone else praise me. But I 
praise Ailah and am content with His reward.” A man followed him 
until he went back to his companions, then he asked about him and 
found out that he was ‘Amir ibn ‘Abd Qays.^^^ 

‘Asmah ibn al-Harith ad-Dabbi said: “I went out with those 
who went out seeking booty, and I followed a well-travelled path 
where I saw a man on a donkey. He ran away and caught up with 
another one who was in front of him. They tumed and ran with their 
donkeys until they came to a river where the bridge was broken. They 
stayed there until I caught up with them, then they parted. One of 
tihem threw something at me so I chased him and killed him, and the 
other one ran away. I went back to the two donkeys and brought them 
to the one who was collecting the plimder. He looked at what the first 
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one was canying and there were two saddlebags. In one was a horse 
made of gold with a saddle of gold and a bridle of rubies and 
emeralds set in silver, and reins of similar fashion. And there was a 
knight made of silver, studded with jewels. In the other bag there was 
a camel of silver on which was a saddle of gold and reins of gold. All 
of that was adomed with rubies, and on it was a man made of gold 
studded with gems. Chosroes used to keep them in the coliimns m his 
palace on which their history was engraved.^®” 

The goodness of al-Qa'qd' ihn 'Asim 

Al-Qa‘qa‘ caught up with a Persian and killed him. He had 
with him two hoxes and two bags. In one of the two boxes there were 
five swords and in the other there were six. These were the swords of 
the Persians and the kings with whom the Persians had fought wars. 
Among them were the sword of Chosroes and the sword of Herachus. 
In the two bags were some shields that had belonged to kings, 
ineluding the shield of Chosroes and the shield of Herachns. He 
brought them to Sa‘d, who said: “Choose one of these swords,” so he 
chose the sword of Heraclius, and he gave hira the shield of Bahram. 
The rest of them he gave to the al-Kharsa’ squadron which was led by 
al-Qa‘qa‘, except for the swords of Chosroes and an-Nu‘man, which 
he decided to send to ‘Umar so that the Arabs would hear about that, 
because they knew of these two men.^*^^ 

The Sahdbah's praise for the members of the army 

The senior Sahdbah praised that army, as when Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas said: “By Allah, this army is honest. Were it not that the 
virtue of the people of Badr is already estabhshed, I would have said 
that they were better than the people of Badr.”^®^ 
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Jabir ibn ‘AbduUah said: “By AUah, besides Whom there is no 
other god, we have not seen anyone among the people of al- 
Qadisiyah who prefers this world Gver the Hereaher. We were 
suspicious about three men, then we realized that we were wrong 
when we saw that their honesty and asceticism were unmatchable.” 
They were: Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid, ‘Amr ibn Ma‘di Yakrib and 
Qays ibn al-Makshooh. 

Greater than that was the praise of the caliph ‘Umar ( 4 ^) 
himself, when he saw the khums hrom that booty, among which were 
the sword, belt and adomments of Chosroes. He said: “The people 
who sent this are indeed honest.” ‘Ali ( 4 ^) said: “You were honest 
so the people were honest; had you been dishonest, they would have 
been dishonest.”^®^ 

'Umar's attitude towards this amazing booty 

Pollowing the battle of al-Qadisiyah, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas 
sent the cloak, sword, belt, bracelets, pants, shirt, crown and slippers 
of Chosroes to ‘Umar; these were made of hne and expensive 
materials such as silk, gold and jewels. ‘Umar looked at the people, 
and the tallest and most well-built of them was Suraqah ibn Malik ibn 
Jath‘am. He said: “O’ Suraqah, stand up and put this on.” Suraqah 
said, “I was hoping to keep it, so I got up and put it on.” ‘Umar said, 
“Walk over there,” so he walked away. Then he said, “Come back,” 
so he came back. Then he said, “Good, good. A Bedouin hom 
MadlaJ wearing the cloak, pants, sword, belt, crown and slippers of 
Chosroes. What a day, O’ Suraqah, when you are wearing the clothes 
of Chosroes and his family. What a great honour for you and your 
people. Take them off.” So he took them ofif, and ‘Umar said: “O’ 
Allah, You withheld this £rom Your Messenger and Prophet, who was 
dearer to You than me and more honoured by You than me, and You 
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withheld it from Abu Bakr, who was dearer to You than me and more 
honoured by You than me, and You have given it to me. I seek reiuge 
in You lest You have given it to me in order to test me. ” Then he wept 
until those who were with him felt sorry for him. Then he said to 
‘Abdur-Ratoan ibn ‘Awf, “I urge you to sell it and divide it before 
evenmg comes. 

2.7. The battle of Jaloola' 

The Persians gathered at a crossroads where routes to different 
cities met, in Jaloola’. They started complaining to one another and 
said: “If you separate you will never be united. This is the place from 
which we are going to depart. Let us unite against the Arabs and fight 
them. If we win, then this is what we want; if the outcome is 
otherwise, then we will have done our best. ” So they united under the 
ieadership of Mahran ar-Razi. They dug a ditch around their city and 
surrounded it wdth wooden spikes, except for the routes that they 
used to use. 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas wrote to ‘Umar informing him of that, 
and ‘Umar wrote back ordering Sa‘d to send Hashim ibn ‘Utbdi ibn 
Abi Waqqas to Jaloola’ with twelve thousand men, putting al-Qa‘qa‘ 
ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi in charge of the vanguard, Mas‘ar ibn Malik in 
charge of the right Aank, ‘Amr ibn Malik ibn ‘Utbah in charge of the 
left flank, and ‘Umar ibn Murrah al-Juhani in charge of the reaiguard. 
Hashim went to them with his army and besieged them. The Persians 
held out for a long time, only coming outto them when they wanted 
to, and they engaged the Muslims in eighty skirmishes. But Allah 
gave the Muslims the upper hand and they deteated the mushrikeen, 
driving them onto the wooden spikes that they had set up to prevent 
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the Muslims from adyancing. Then the enemy prepared spikes of 
iron. Sa‘d started sending horsemen as reinforcements. When the 
situation had gone on too long and the Persians were sufFering 
because of the Muslims’ patience, they decided to attack, so they 
came out to fight. Sa‘d said: “Strive your utmost for the sake of 
AUah, so that you might attain the hillest reward and booty. Strive for 
the sake of Allah. ” They met and fought, and Allah sent against them 
a wind that made everything tum dark, so they had no choice but to 
stop hghting and retreat. Their horses started falling in the ditch, and 
they had no choice but to fill iti the part of the ditch that was nearest 
to them so that the horses could climb out. Thus they spoiled their 
own fortifications.^”^ 

When the Muslims heard that the enemy had filled in part of 
the ditch, Ihey said, “Let us charge at them agaiu so that we may enter 
upon them or else die trying.” When Ihe Mushms attacked again, 
they lay iron spikes down around the ditch so that the horses would 
not advance towards them, and they left a space where they could 
come out and attack the Muslims. They fought tiercely, a battle the 
like of which they had not fought except on the night of al-Hareer, 
during the campaign of al-Qadisiyah, but it was a shorter and quicker 
battle. Al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr ended up at the gate near the place where 
the ditch had been filled in, so he seized the gate and ordered 
someone to cry out, “O’ Mi^lims, your commander has entered the 
ditch of the people and seized it. Come to him and do not let those 
who are between you and him prevent you from entering it.” He 
issued this command in order to strengthen the Muslims. So the 
Muslims attacked, and they were in no doubt that Hashim was there. 
No one could stop them tmtil they reached the gate by the ditch, 
where they found that al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr had seized it, and the 
mushrikeen had started to Aee right and left from the gate where their 
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ditch was. They died m a tactic prepared by the Muslims, losiag their 
horses to the iron spikes that they had prepared for the Muslims, and 
ending up as foot soldiers. The Muslims pursued them, not sparing 
any but the most insignihcant of them. On that day Allah killed one 
hundred thousand of them, and the ground was strewn with the 
bodies of the slain.^®® 

2.7.1. "Our army made us talk 
because of their deeds^' 

Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas sent ZiyM ibn Ubayh with the financial 
account to ‘Umar. Ziyad was the one who kept records of the troops. 
When he came to ‘Umar he spoke to him about what he had brought 
and described it to him. ‘Umar said: “Can you stand up and tell the 
people what you have told me?” So he stood up and told the people 
of the yictories they had won and what they had done, and how they 
had penetrated deeply into the enemy’s land. ‘Umar said, “This is an 
eloquent speaker.” Ziyad said, “Our army made us talk because of 
their deeds.” 

2.7.2. 'Umar^s attitude conceming the booty of Jaloola' 

The battle of Jaloola’ ended in yictory for the Muslims, and 
they collected a huge amount of booty. They send the khums to the 
caliph ‘Umar (j^), who said when he saw it: “By AUah, this should 
not be kept under any roof until I divide it.” ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn 
‘Awf and ‘Abdullah ibn Arqam spent the night guarding it in Ihe 
courtyard of the mosque. The following moming, ‘Umar came with 
the people and took the covers off the booty. When he saw the rubies, 
emeralds and jewels he wept. ‘Abdur-Rahman said to him, “Why are 
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you weeping, O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineenl By Allah, this is a time for 
giying thanks.” ‘Umar said, “By AUah, that is not why I am weeping, 
but Allah never gives this to a people but they start to envy one 
another and hate one another, and if they start to envy one another 
that will cause enmity and division among them.”^*^^ 

This is a kind of intuition that is be^ed on faith, for the believer 
who has deep faith sees the consequences of what is happening in 
such a way that never even crosses Ihe mind of anyone else. His fear 
for the believers lest they be affected by worldly matters in such a 
way that they become alienated Irom one another has a great impact 
on him and makes his tears Aow in Iront of people. It is amazing that 
tears would flow from a man who had achieved such power that all 
people feared him, Muslims, kdjirs and hypoerites alike, but this is 
the compassion with which AUah (^) has adomed the hearts of the 
believers, so that they become as AUah has described them: 

^Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are with him 
are severe against disbelievers, and mercitul among themselves. You 
see tibem bowing and falling down prostrate [in prayer], seeking 
Bounty from Allah and [His] Good Pleasure. The mark of them [i.e. 
of their Paith] is on their faces [foreheads] from the traces of 
prostration [during prayers]. This is their description in the Tawrdt 
[Torah]. But their description in the Injeel [Gospel] is like a [sown] 
seed which sends forth its shoot, then makes it strong, and becomes 
thick and it stands straight on its stem, deUghting the sowers, that He 
may enrage the disbelievers with them. AUah has promised those 
among them who believe [i.e. all those who follow Islamic 
Monotheism, the rehgion of Prophet Muhammad till the Day of 
Resurrection] and do righteous good deeds, forgiveness and a mighty 
reward [i.e. Paradise].^ (Qur’an 48: 29) 
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2.8. The conquest of Ramhormuz 

The Persians had started to regroup yet again at the incitement 
of their king Yazdagird. They gathered in Rainhormuz under the 
leadership of al-Hormuzan. Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas informed the caliph 
of their gathering, and he ordered him to prepare an aimy Irom the 
people of Koofa imder the leadership of an-Nu‘man ibn aI-Muqarrin. 
He also ordered Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari to prepare an anny from 
Basra under the leadership of Sahl ibn ‘Adiyy. When the two armies 
met, Abu Sabrah ibn Abi Ruhm was to assume leadership of both, 
and everyone who came to hi m would be counted as reinforcements 
for him. 

An-Nu‘man ibn Muqarrin set out with the people from Koofah, and 
headed to meet al-Hormuzan, who was in RamhormUz. When al- 
Hormuzan heard that an-Nu‘man was headed his way, he wanted to 
attack, hoping to isolate an-Nu‘man with the support of the Persians 
who had started to join him. An-Nu‘man and al-Honnuzan met in 
Arbak, where they fought intensely. Allah caused an-Nu‘man to 
defeat al-Hormuzan, who evacuated Ramhormuz and fled to Tastar. 

Meanwhile, Sahl ibn ‘Adiyy came widi the people from Basra, 
heading for Ramhormuz. News of the battle reached them in Sooq al- 
Ahwaz, and they heard that al-HQrmuzan had run away to Tastar, so 
they headed for Tastar as did an-Nu‘man with the troops from 
Koofah.^“* 

2.9. The conquest of Tastar 

The army of an-Nu‘man ibn Muqarrin and the army of Sahl 
ibn ‘Adiyy reached Tastar, where they united under the leadership of 
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Abu Sabrah ibn Abi Ruhm. Abu Sabrah asked ‘Umar for 
reinforcements, and he sent Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari who become the 
leader of Ihe army Irom Basrah, and Abu Sabrah carried on as 
commander of the entire army. The Muslims besieged Tastar for 
several months, during which they faced the enemy in eighty battles. 
The heroism of the champions became apparent in single combat, 
and several of them became famous for killing one hundred in single 
combats, apart from those whom they killed during the battles 
themselves. Among them were: al-Bara’ ibn Malik, Majza’ah ibn 
Thawr, Ka‘b ibn Soor, and Abu Tameemah from among the people of 
Basra. Among the people from Kootah were; Habeeb ibn QutTah, 
Rab‘a ibn ‘Amir, and ‘Amir ibn ‘Abdullah al-Aswad.^*’^ 

During the tinal battle, the Muslims met their enemies and the 
fighting grew intense. The Muslims called out to al-Bara’ ibn Malik, 
saying, “O’ Bara’, urge your Lord to defeat them for Us.” He said, 
“O’ Allah, defeat them for us, and make me a martyr.” Then the 
Muslims continued fighting and defeated their enemy, forcing them 
to cross their own trenches and pursuing them. When the going got 
too tough for the Persians and they could no longer bear the siege, 
two of them made contact with the Muslims independently of one 
another and told them that the way to conquer the city was through 
the place where water came out. This news reached an-Nu‘ man ibn 
Muqarrin and he urged his companions to do something. The heroes 
of the armies of Koofah and Basra met in that place at night, and 
entered the city thereby. Then they said takbeer and those who were 
on the outside also said takbeer. They opened the gates and destroyed 
the troops who had been guarding them after a little resistance.^*® 
During this battle, al-Bara’ ibn Mahk and Maj 2 a’ah ibn Thawr were 
martyred when they were shot by al-Hormuzan. Their martyrdom 
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came after the Muslims had won the battle and al-Hormu 2 an, the 
Persian commander, had fled to the citadel. The Muslims who had 
entered via the water-way encircled the citadel, and when they saw 
him they rushed towards him, but he said to them, “What do you 
want? You may think that I am comered, but I have in my quiver one 
hundred arrows, and by Allah you will never be able to reach me so 
long as I have one arrow left, and not one arrow will miss its target. 
What is tibe point of taking me captive if I give you one himdred 
casiialties, dead or wounded?” They asked, “What do you want?” He 
said, “I want to put my hand in yours and go to ‘Umar, and he can do 
whatever he wants with me.” They said, “We grant you that.” So he 
threw down his quiver and let them take control of him. They put him 
in chains and kept an eye on him , and sent him to the cahph ‘Umar 
(“^)- Then they took e^er^dhing that was in the city of wealth and 
stored goods, of which they shared out four-fifths, giving each 
horsemm three thousand dirhams and each foot soldier one 
thousand.^” 

We leam the following from the campaign of Tastar: 

"1 would not like to haue instead of that prayer 
the whole world and eoerything in it" 

Anas ibn Malik, the brother of al-Bara’, said: “I was there 
during the siege of Tastar when davwi broke and the fighting 
intensified, and they could not pray. We did not pray until ailer the 
sun had risen, then we prayed. We were with Abu Moosa and Allah 
(l^) granted us victory. Anas ibn Malik al-Ansari said, T would not 
like to have instead of that prayer the whole world and everything ia 

it _,„212 

Among the great praise that was received by al-Bara’ ibn Malik was 
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when the Prophet (^) said, «“How many people there are who are 
iinkempt and dusty, wearing scruffy clothes and no one would pay 
any attention to them, but if they were to adjure Allah to do 
something He would fulfil it. One such is al-Bara’ ibn Malik.”»^^^ 

Al-Bara’ was a person whose du ‘ds were answered, and the 
people knew that because of this hadith, so during this battle they 
asked him to pray to Allah to defeat the enemy, Despite this great 
praise from the Messenger of AUah (^), al-Bara’ did not become 
proud or arrogant, rather he remained the humble man who would 
take great risks in battle that brought great results, without any 
interest in becoming a leader. When he asked Allah to grant yictory to 
the Muslims, which would bring a great honour for them and for 
Islam, he did not forget about himself, and he asked Allah for the 
most precious thing that a believer whose faith is strong can ask for, 
namely raartyrdom. Allah answered his prayer, defeating the enemies 
and granting him martyrdom on that day.^^"^ 

2.9.1. The caliph 'Umar and al-Hormuzan 

Abu Sabrah ibn Abi Ruhm, the Muslim commander in that 
battle, sent a delegation to ‘Umar {^), and sent al-Hormuzan with 
them. When they entered Madeenah, they dressed al-Hormuzaii in 
his usual clothes of brocade woven with gold, and they put on his 
head his crown studded with rubies, and put on his other adomments, 
so that ‘Umar and the Muslims could see him as he usually appeared. 
Then they took him out to the people, looking for ‘Umar in his house, 
but they did not find him. They asked after him and were told that he 
had gone to the mosque to meet a delegation coming from Koofah. 
They went looking for him in the mosque, and did not see him. When 
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they came out, they passed by some children of Madeenah who were 
playing. They said, “What are you looking for? Are you looking for 
the Ameer al-Mu 'mineen? He is sleeping on the right hand side of the 
mosque, using his bumous for a pillow. ” ‘Umar had gone to meet the 
delegation from Koofah, wearing a bumous. When he had Snished 
speaking to them and they had left him alone, he took off Ms bumous, 
rolled it up to make a pillow, and went to sleep. They set off, with a 
crowd of onlookers, and when they saw him they sat down near him. 
There was no one else in the mosque, asleep or awake, apart from 
him, and he had his stick in his hand. Al-Hormuzan asked, “Where is 
‘Umar?” They said, “That’s him.” 

The delegation gestured to the people to be quiet, and al- 
Hormuzan listened to the people who were with him and asked, 
“Where are his guards and gatekeepers?” They said, “He does not 
have any guards or gatekeepers, or any scribe.” He said, “He should 
be a prophet.” They said, “He does the deeds of the Prophets.” 

‘Umar woke up because of the noise made by the people, and 
sat up straight. Then he looked at al-Hormuzan and asked, “Is this al- 
Hormuzan?” They said, “Yes.” He examined him and what he was 
wearing and said, “I seek refuge with Allah from the Fire, and I seek 
the help of Allah.” And he said, “Praise be to Allah Who has 
humiliated this one and his supporters by Islam. O’ Muslims, adhere 
to this religion, and foIlow the guidance of your Prophet (j^), and do 
not be deceived by this world, for it is aJl deceit.” The delegation 
said, “This is the ruler of al-Ahwaz, speak to him. ” He said, “No, not 
until there is nothing lefl on him of this adomment.” So e^er^Mung 
was taken offhim except somethmg that was left to cover him, and 
they put a scmffy garment on him. Then ‘Umar said, “Well, O’ 
Hormuzan, how did you see the consequences of treachery and the 
punishment of Allah?” He said, “O’ ‘Umar, during the Jdhiliyah 
Allah was not part of the dispute between us and you. We defeated 
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you because He was not with us or with ybu. Now that He is with 
you, you have defeated us.” ‘Umar said, “You defeated us during the 
Jdhiliyah because you were united and we were divided.” Then 
‘Umar asked, “What is your excuse for breaking the truce time after 
time?” He said, “I am aftaid that you will kill me before I tell you.” 
He said, “Do not be atraid of that.” He asked for water and it was 
brought to him in a coarse vesseL He said, “Even if I die of thirst, I 
cannot drink from such a vessel.” Then it was brought to him in a 
vessel that pleased him. His hand started shaking and he said, “I am 
afraid that you will kill me whilst I am drmking this water.” ‘Umar 
said, “Nothing wiU happen to you until you have drunk it.” He 
spiUed it and ‘Umar said, “Give him some more; do not let him be 
killed and be thirsty at the same time.” He said, “I do not need any 
water. I just wanted to ensure my safety.” ‘Umar said to him, “I wUl 
kill you. ” He said, “You granted me safety. ” He said, “You are lying. ” 
Anas said, “He is telling the truth, O’ Ameer al-Mu ’mineen, you did 
granthim safety.” He said, “Woe to you, O’ Anas, wouldl grant safety 
to the killer of Majza’ah and al-Bara’? By AUah, you will find me a 
way out or I will punish you! ” He said, “You said to him, ‘Nothing 
will happen to you until you tell me,’ and you said, ‘Nothing will 
happen to you until you drink it.’ ” Those who were around him said 
something similar. ‘Umar tumed to al-Hormuzan and said, “You 
deceived me, and by Allah I would not accept to be deceived except 
by a Muslim.” Then he became Muslim, and ‘Umar allocated to him 
a stipend of two thousand, and let him stay in Madeenah.^^^ 

2.10. The conquest of Jundaisaboor 

When Abu Sabrah ibn Abi Ruhm had tinished conquering the 
land of al-Soos, he went out with his troops to Jundaisaboor, which 
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was being besieged by Zxm ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Kulayb. They stayed 
there, Sghting and clashing with the enemy, until one of the Muslims 
offered them security. The conquest of this city and that of Nahawand 
were two months apart. The Muslims were suiprised when its gates 
were opened and the people came out with sheep for grazing and 
goods for trading, and the people came out of the citadel. The 
Muslims sent word to them, asking what was going on. They said, 
“You have granted security to us, and we have accepted. We will pay 
the jizyah to you in retum for your protection.” They said, “We did 
not do that.” They said, “We are not lying.” The Muslims made 
enquiries amongst themselves, and it tumed out that a slave called 
Maknaf, who was originally from that city, was the one who had 
written to them. They said, “He is just a slave. ” They said, “We do 
not know who among you is free and who is a slave. We received this 
oSer of security and we are bound by it, we accepted it and we will 
not change our minds. If you want to betray us, go ahead.” So they 
let them be, and they wrote to ‘Umar telling hira of that. He wrote 
back saying, “Aliah has placed a great deal of emphasis on the 
importance of iulBLling treaties, and you will not be sincere imtil you 
fulfil your promises. If you are in doubt, then accept the deal and 
fulfil the covenant towards them.” So the Muslims fulfilled the 
promise and left them alone.^^^ 

These examples show how the Muslims excelled over their 
kdjir enemies in the field of good attitudes. Undoubtedly this moral 
superiority was one of the basic reasons that motivated the kuffdr to 
enter Islam in such huge numbers and with such alacrity,^*^ 
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2.10.1. An-Nu'm^ ibn Mu^arrin 
and the city of ICaskar 

An-Nu‘man ibn Muqamn was the govemor of Kaskar. He 
wrote to ‘Umar saying, “The likeness of me and Kaskar is that of a 
yoimg man with a painted and periimied prostitute by his side. I 
adjure you by Allah to relieve me of my post in Kaskar, and send me 
to jom one of the Muslim armies.” So ‘Umar wrote to him, saying, 
“Go and join the army in Nahawand, and you are in charge of 
them.”^^* 

3. The Battle of Nahawand (The Conqtiest of 
Conquests) — The Pourth Stage, 21 A.H. 

The Muslims had been victorious over the Persian armies in 
numerous consecutive battles, and they pui^ued the remnants of 
those armies without giviog them the chance to catch their breath. 
Between their cmshing victory in the battle of al-Qadisiyah in Iraq 
and the decisive battle in Nahawand there were four years, during 
which the Muslims achieved one victory after another. Their armies 
would have gone on to put an end to the last remnants of the army of 
an aging empire, were it not for the orders of the caliph ‘Umar ( 4 ^), 
who told them to stop at the Zagharoos (Zagros) mountains and not 
go beyond that point. Those orders were for the purpose of 
reorganizing the army which was exhausted fi-om continual fightmg, 
and to organize the administration of the conquered regions.^’^ 

The defeats that the Muslims inilicted on the Persians one after 
another, especially after al-QMsiyah, made the Persians angry and 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/109. 

See; al-Fann al-‘Askari al-Isldmi. 




236 The Conguests of Iraq and the East at the Time of ‘Umar 


resentful. It seems that it was not enough to put a final end to their 
resistance. Their leaders and commanders wrote to their king 
Yazdagird, urging him to resume the fight, so he decided to do that. 
He made preparations to go back and fight the Muslims with 
whatever he had left in his land of fortresses and strongholds. He 
wrote to the people of the mountains, S-om al-Bab to Sajistan and 
Khorasan telling them to mobilize to meet the Muslims. He 
designated Nahawand as the meeting-point, choosing it for the final 
resistance and decisive battle because it was well protected, 
surrounded by mountains on all sides and only accessible through 
mgged and difficult mountain passes. The Persians gathered in this 
city, where Yazdagird assembled one hundred and fifty thousand 
Sghters: thirty thousand from the area between al-Bab and Hulwan, 
sixty thousaud from the area between Khorasan and Hulwan, and a 
similar number from the area between Sajistan and Hulwan. 
Yazdagird appointed al-Fayrazan in command of them. 

A letter was sent to ‘Umar, in&rming him of these 
developments and asking for,his instractions, explaining the situation 
to him from all aspects. In Madeenah, ‘Umar assembled the wise men 
of the Muslims and consulted them conceming the matter, then he 
decided to send an army to fight the Persians in their last stronghold, 
Nahawand. At that time an-Nu‘man ibn Muqarrin al-Muzani was the 
govemor of Kaskar, and he had written a letter to the caliph in which 
he had said, “The likeness of me and Kaskar is that of a young man 
wilh a painted and periumed prostitute by his side. I adjure you by 
Allah to relieve me of my post in Kaskar, and send me to join one of 
the Muslim armies.”^^^ ‘Umar consulted his Shoora assembly and 
decided to appoint an-Nu‘man as commander of the Muslim army in 
Nahawand. The cahph drew up a plan to mobiUze the Muslim army 
in the tollowing fashion: 
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*t* An-Nu‘man ibn Muqarrin al-Muzatii (the govemor of Kaskar) 
was to be the commander-m-chief of the army 

❖ Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman was to be the commander of the 

detachment drawn irom the people of Koofah 

❖ Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari (the govemor of Basra) was to be the 

commander of the detachment drawn hrom the people of Basra 

❖ ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (ibn al-Khattab) was to be the conraiander of 

the detachment drawn from the Muhdjireen and Ansar 

❖ Salma ibn al-Qayyin, Harmalah ibn Muraytah, Zuir ibn Kulayb, 

al-Aswad ibn Rabee‘ah and other Muslim commanders in al- 
Ahwaz and other parts of Persia were to form reserve troops 
that would distract the enemy 

‘Umar wrote to the govemors and commanders with his 
instmctions, and he managed to mobilize an army of some thirty 
thousand warriors.^^^ The Muslim army, under the command of an- 
Nu‘man ibn Muqarrin, set off towards Nahawand, which they found 
to be fortified strongly, surrounded by a deep ditch, in front of which 
were sharp spikes which formed an obstacle for the attackers, and 
threatened to harm their horses by injuring their feet so that they 
could not longer walk. The Persian army inside the walls of the city 
was in a state of readiness. The army in Nahawand had been Joined 
by those who were not present at al-Qadisiyah, and al-Fayrazan had 
stationed archers at the points where the Muslims were expected to 
attack so that they could shoot their arrows at them if they tried to 
advance.^^^ The Muslim cavalry was faced with the spikes and the 
ditch beyond them, and could not cross them, whilst the Persian 
archers started to shoot at the Muslim troops who managed to get 
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near the walls. This carried on for two days. Aa-Nu‘man decided to 
gather the top commanders of the army to study the situation, and 
they reached the conclusion that they should adopt the following 
plan, which was devised by Tulay]^ ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi: “The 
Muslim cavahy would go out and start a fight with the Persians, 
proYoking them to come out firom behind their walls. When they 
came out, the Muslim cavalry would move back before them, so that 
they would think that they were retreating out of weakness and would 
hope to score a victoiy and start to chase them. The Muslim cavalry 
would pretend to be defeated, and whilst the Persians were outside 
their walls and fortifications, other Muslims who had hidden in 
camouAaged places would take them by surprise and ambush them 
far away Irom their fortifications. 

An-Nu‘man started to implement this plan, and divided his 
troops up into groups as follows: the first group was the cava!ry, led 
by al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr; their mission was to deceive the enemy 
according to the plan described above, by attacking the walls of the 
enemy city and trying to start a fight. 

The second group, under his own leadership, was to hide in 
concealed places and wait for the Persians to reach them, whereupon 
they would attack them and fight them face to face. 

The third group was another detachment of cavalry, who were 
the strongest force of the army. Their mission was to hide m 
camouAaged places then attack the enemy forces from two sides. 

An-Nu‘man ordered the Muslims to stay in their hideouts and 
not fight until he gave them permission.^^'^ The Muslims obeyed this 
command and waited for the signal from an-Nu‘man to attack. Al- 
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Qa‘qa‘ started to carry out the plan and succeeded brilliantly. The 
Persians were astounded to find themselves surrormded by the 
Muslim forces who were mowrng them down. The mushrikeen 
started Aeeing towards their fortifications, but they fell into their 
ditches and onto their spikes. The Muslims continued to pursue them, 
wielding their swords against their backs, until thousands of Persians 
fell into the ditch. Al-Qa‘qa‘ pursued al-Fayrazan and managed to 
catch up with him and finish him off. Afler this battle, the Muslims 
entered Nahawand, then Hamadhan, after which they went on to 
complete their conquest of the rest of Persia without encountering 
any resistance worth mentioning. Aiter Nahawand, the Persians did 
not regroup again, and the Muslims took over their land. Hence the 
battle of Nahawand was known as “the conquest of conquests.”^^^ 

In the battle of Nahawand the deep insight of ‘Utnar was made 
manifest in several ways, such as his mobilizing Muslim troops and 
preveoting the enemy fi-om mobilizmg; the caliph ‘Umar (4^) did 
not stop at ordering his govemors in Koofah, Basrah and Arabia to 
mobiIize in order to fight the Persians, rather he ordered his 
commanders in al-Ahwaz and the rest of Persia to prevent the enemy 
from mobilizing. He instmcted Salma ibn al-Qayyin, Harmalah ibn 
Muraytah, Zurr ibn Kulayb, al-Aswad ibn Rabee‘ah and others to 
stand guard at the border between Persia and al-Ahwaz, to prevent 
the Persians S-om joining the army that was being mobili^ed in 
Nahawand. Thus these commanders guarded the border and 
prevented reinforcements h^om reaching Nahawand.^^^ 
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3.1. Appointment of commanders if 
any commanders of the army died 

During the battle of Mu’tah (8 A.H. / 629 C.E.), when the 
Prophet (^) appointed Zayd ibn al-Harithah as conunander of the 
Muslims, he stipulated that if Zayd died, then Ja‘far ibn Abi Talib 
was to lead the people. If Ja‘far died, then ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah 
was to take over. ‘Umar did the same thing with regard to the battle of 
Nahawand, when he appointed an-Nu‘man in charge of the Muslims; 
if an)dhing happened to an-Nu‘man, then Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman 
was to take over, and if anything happened to Hudhayfah, then 
Nu‘aym ihn Muqairin was to take over. An-Nu‘man was 
distinguished by his high Ievel of leadership, which was manifested 
in several ways, as follows: 

3.1.1. Sending out scouts before setting out to fight 

Before marching out with his army towards Nahawand, which 
was twenty-odd parasangs away, an-Nu‘ m an sent Tulayhah ibn 
Khuwaylid al-Asadi, ‘Amr ibn Abi Sahna al-‘Anzi and ‘Amr ibn 
Ma‘di Yakrib on ahead to scout out the route and find out if there 
were any enemy troops in the area. The three men travelled for one 
day and one night, then they came back and informed their 
commander-in-chief that there was nothing to worry about between 
here and Nahawand. This mission was a kin to what is known 
nowadays as reconnaissance, where any army sends out scouts to 
check the route before proceeding. In addition to that, an-Nu‘man 
took all kinds of precautions when moving his army, keeping them in 
a state of readiness to fight at any moment. 
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3.1.2. The trick to deceive the enemy 

The trick which the Muslims used to deceive the enemy in 
Nahawand was one of the most brilliant military manoeuvres that 
have ever been used by any army in history, ancient or modem. When 
the Muslims found themselves unable to breach the fortified walls of 
the city which was protected with ditches, spikes and skilled archers, 
they realized that the siege would take a long time and would meet 
with no success so long as the Persians inside the walls of the city had 
enough supplies to hold out for a long time. So they decided to resort 
to tricks aimed at drawing the enemy out so that they could tight them 
outside the walls in a place that they themselves had chosen. What 
happened was entirely in accordance with the Muslims’ plan. They 
drew the enemy out to the places that the Muslims had chosen for the 
battle, hiding and then ambushing them in those places from all 
directions. So the Persians were taken unawares and panicked, then 
feeling helpless they ran away. There is no better trick that an army 
could use to draw out the enemy and overpower them.^^^ 

3.1.3. Choosing the time of attack 

The history books speak of the patience of an-Nu‘man ibn 
Muqarrin and his genius in choosing the same time for attack as that 
favoured by the Messenger of Allah (^), which was just after 
midday when the shadows begin to lengthen and the wind is blowing. 
An-Nu‘man ibn Muqarrm attained mart^rrdom in this decisive battle. 
When news of an-Nu‘man reached the caliph he said, “Yerily, to 
Allah we belong and unto Him is our retum.” He wept and grieved 
deeply, and asked about the martyrs, and was told some names that he 
did not recognize. He said, “Those are the weak and oppressed 
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among the Muslims, but the One Who has honoured them with 
martyrdom knows their faces and lineages; what does it matter 
whether ‘Umar knows them or not?”^^® 

It is worth mentioning that among the booty of Nahawand, tihe 
MusUms found two chests filled with precious jewels firom the stores 
of Chosroes. Hudhayfah, the commander of the army, sent them to 
‘Umar with as-Sa’ib ibn al-Aqra‘. When he brought them to him he 
said, “Put them in the bctyt al-mdl, and go back to your division.” He 
set off, and ‘Umar sent someone alter him who caught up with him in 
Koofah and brought him back.^^^ When ‘Umar saw him he said, 
“What is this you brought to me? On the night that you departed, I 
dreamt all night that the angels were dragging me to these chests that 
were filled with fiure, waming me that they would brand me with fire 
if I did not share them out. Take them away and sell them, and buy 
provisions for the Muslims.” So he sold them in the market of 
Koofah. 

May AUah be pleased withyou, O’ ‘Umar, for you followed in 
the footsteps of your Prophet and AUah granted you pride and dignity 
and He granted pride and dignity to Islam and the Muslims. O’ Allah, 
help us to foUow in his footsteps and suffice us against tihe evils of 
mnovation. 

Aiter the battle of Nahawand, the Persian leaders S-om 
Hamadhan, Tabaristan and Isfahan hastened to seek peace deals wiUi 
the Muslims, one afler another.^^^ 
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4. Penetration of Persian Lands 
— The Fifth Stage 

Aiter the Muslim yictory in the battle of Nahawand, the 
Persians could not offer any further resistance. ‘Umar gave the 
Muslims permission to penetrate deeply into the Persian lands, and 
after Nahawand the Muslims reached die city of Jayy, which is also 
known as Isfahan.^^^ Afl;er a lengthy period of Aghting, they made a 
peace deal with the Muslims and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah wrote 
them a document granting them peace and security. Thirty men fled 
from them towards Karman and did not make a peace deal with the 
Muslims. Ln 21 A.H., Abu Moosa conquered Qom and Qashan^^^, 
and Suhayl ibn ‘Adiyy conquered Karman. 

4.1. The conquest of HamadMn 
for the second time in. 22 A.H. 

When the Muslims had iinished with Nahawand, they 
conquered Hulwan and Hamadhan, then the people of Hamadhan 
broke the treaty that they had made with al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr. ‘Umar 
wrote to Na‘eem ibn Muqarrin, telling hi m to march on Hamadhan. 
He went there and camped in a place called Thaniyat al-‘Asi, then he 
went down to Hamadhan, where he conquered the surrounding land 
and besieged the city. They asked him for a peace deal and he made a 
deal with them and entered the city with twelve thousand Mushnis. 
Whilst he was in Hamadhan, letters were exchanged between the 
Daylam and the leaders of Azerbaijan, who gathered in large 
numbers to fight Na‘eem ibn Muqarrm. He went out to meet them, 
accompanied by the Muslims who were with him, and they met in a 
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place called Waj ar-Ruwadh.^^"* They fought an intense battle which 
was on the scale of Nahawand, no less than that. Innu merable 
mushrikeen were killed, as was the king of the Daylam, who were 
utterly decimated. Those who were not killed in the battle fled. 

Na‘eem ibn Muqanin was the iirst of the Mushms to fight the 
Daylam.^^^ Na‘eem had written to ‘Umar teUing him of his encounter 
with them, and ‘Umar was very upset and worried about that. But 
soon, to his sinprise, mail came with good news. He asked the 
messenger: “Are you dibasheer (a bringer of glad tidings)?” He said, 
“No, I am ‘Urwah.”^^^ When ‘Umar asked the question a second 
time, he understood and said, “(I am) a bringer of glad tidings.” 
‘Umar asked, “Are you the envoy of Na‘eem or of Sammak ibn 
‘Ubayd?” He said, “The envoy of Na‘eem.” He said, “What is the 
news?” He said, “Glad tidings of conquest and victory.” He told him 
the good news, and he praised Ailah and ordered that the letter be 
read out to the people, and they praised Allah too. 

Then Sammak ibn Makhramah and Sammak ibn ‘Ubayd and 
Sammak ibn Kharashah came with a delegation S-om Koofah, 
bringing the khums to ‘Umar. He asked them about their lineage and 
all three of them told him. Then he said, “May All a h bless you. O’ 
Allah, support Islam by them and support them by Islam.”^^^ 

4.2. The conquest of ar~Rayy, 22 A.H. 

Na‘eem ibn Muqarrin appointed Yazeed ibn Qays al- 
Hamadhani in his place, and set out with the army for ar-Rayy.^^* 


ar-Ruwadh: A place between Hamadhan and Qazween. [Author] 

Tarteeb wa Tahdheeb al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdya, p. 160. 

The man thought that ‘Umar was asking him whether his name was 
Basheer. [Translator] 

Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/134. 

Ar-Rayy: A well known city which is twenty-seven parasangs from Qazween. 
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There they met a huge group of tihe mushrikeen and fought with them 
at the foot of the mountain of ar-Rayy. The kdjirs resisted with great 
patience but were finally defeated, and Na‘eem ibn Muqairin killed a 
large nmnber of them. They took a huge amount of booty ffom them, 
ahnost as much as the MusUms had taken at al-Mada’in. Then 
Na‘eem wrote to ‘Umar, teUing him of the conquest, and he sent the 
khums to him. Praise be to AUah.^^^ 

4.3. The conquest of Qoomees and Jurjan, 22 A.H. 

When the good news of the conquest of ar-Rayy came, and the 
khums from that conquest arrived, ‘Umar wrote to Na‘eem ibn 
Muqarrin, teUing him to send his brother, Suwayd ibn Muqarrin, to 
Qoomees.^"*° So Suwayd went there and he thd not encoimter any 
resistance, so he was able to take control peacetully. He camped there 
and wrote a peace treaty fGr its people, granting them security. When 
Suwayd camped in Qoomees, the people of yarious towns, including 
Juijan^"'^*, Tabaristmi^'^^ and others, wrote to bim asking for peace 
deals in retum for paying the jizyah, so he made peace deals with all 
of them, writing a document for each town granting it peace and 
security.^^ 

4.4. The conquest of Azerbaijan, 22 A.H. 

When Na‘eem ibn Muqarrin conquered Hamadhan for the 
second time then ar-Rayy, he sent Buka^r ibn ‘Abdullah ahead of 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/136, 137. 

Qoomees: Located at the end of the mountains of Tabaristan, between ar- 
Rayy and Nisapur. 

Juijan: A latge cily between Tabaristan and Khorasan. 

Tabaristan: A large region which is mosdy mountainous and is lamous for 
producing scholars and liteiati. 

Tahdheeb al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, p. 161. 
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him irom Hamadhan to Azerbaijaii, and he sent Sammak ibn 
Kharashah after him. This was done on ‘Umar’s instructions, and this 
Sammak was not the well-known Sahdbi Abu Dujaoah. Buka^T and 
his companions were met by Asfandiyadh ibn al-Farrukhzadh before 
Sammak joined him. They fought and AUah defeated the mushrikeen, 
and Bukayr took Asfandiyadh captive. He said to him, “Is peace 
dearer to you, or war?” He said, “Peace.” Then he said, “Keep me 
with you,” so he kgit him with hi m . Then he started to conquer 
Azerbaijan, city by cily, and ‘Utbah ibn Farqad was moving parallel 
to him on the other side of Azeihaijan, conquermg it city by city. 
Then the letter of ‘Umar came, telling Buka^T to go to al-Bab. So he 
appointed Sammak to take his place as the deputy of ‘Utbah ibn 
Farqad. ‘Umar put all of Azerbaijan under the control of ‘Utbah ibn 
Farqad, aud Bukayr handed Asfandiyadh over to him. Bahram ibn 
Farrukhzadh came to fight ‘Utbah ibn Farqad, and ‘Utbah defeated 
him and Bahram Aed. When Asfandiyadh heard of that he said, 
“Now there can be peace and no more war.” So a peace treaty was 
made and peace retumed to Azerbaijan, and ‘Utbah and Buka^T 
wrote to ‘Umar telling him the good news and they sent the khums to 
him. When ‘Utbah became govemor of Azerbaijan he wrote a peace 
treaty for its people.^'*^* 

4.5. The conquest of al-Bab, 22 A.H. 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab wrote a letter appointing Suraqah ibn 
‘Amr, who was known as Dhu an-Noor, as commander in charge of 
this campaign, and he set out with his army as instmcted by ‘Umar. 
When the vanguard of the army, ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Rabee‘ah, 
reached the king who was there at al-Bab, who was Shahrabaraz the 
kmg of Armenia, a descendant of ftie king who had Idlled the 
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Tdreekh ai-Tabari, 5/141, 142. 
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Children of Israel and conquered Syria in ancient times, Shahrabaraz 
wrote to ‘Abdur-Rahman asking him for protection. ‘Abdur-Rahman 
granted him protection. The king came to ‘Abdur-Rahman, seeking 
to give an impression that he was in favour of the MusUms and was 
sincere towards them. He said to him, “There is another man above 
me, go to him.” He sent him to Suraqah ibn ‘Amr, the commander of 
the army, and he asked Suraqah for protection, so Suraqah wrote a 
document to that effect. Then Suraqah sent Bukayr ibn ‘Abdullah al- 
Laythi, Habeeb ibn Maslamah, Hudhayfah ibn Usayd and Sahnan 
ibn Rabee‘ah to the people of the mounta in s that surrounded 
Araienia, the mountains of al-Lan, Tatileeses and Mooqan. Bukayr 
conquered Mooqan, and wrote a peace treaty for them. During that 
time the Muslim commander of that region, Suraqah ibn ‘Amr, died 
and was succeeded by ‘Abdiu-Ratoan ibn Rabee‘ah. When ‘Umar 
heard of that he approved and told him to attack the Turks.^'*^ 

4.6. The beginrTiing of the campaign against the Turks 

When ‘Umar’s letter reached ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Rabee‘ah, 
ordering him to attack the Turks, he set out and passed al-Bab, 
intending to do what ‘Umar had commanded. Shahrabaraz asked 
him: “Where are you going?” He said, “I am looking for the king of 
the Tmks, Balanjar.” Shahrabaraz said to him, “UsuaUy if we leave 
them alone and they leave us alone we will be happy.” ‘Abdur- 
Rahman said, “Allah sent to us a Messenger and promised us on his 
lips that we would be victorious and would continue to be so.” So he 
fought the Turks and penetrated two hundred parasangs into the land 
of Balanjar, tighting many battles. Then huge and terrifying battles 
took place during the time of ‘Uthman ( 4 ^).^**^ 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/145. 
Ibid, 5/142-147. 
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4.7. The campaign of Khorasan, 22 A.H. 

Al-A]taaf ibn Qays advised ‘Umar that the Muslims should 
expand further in the Persian land and comer the Chosroes 
Yazdagird, because he was the one who was inciting the Persians and 
the troops to fight the Muslims. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab gave 
permission for that, based on al-Ahnaf s advice. He appointed al- 
Ahnaf as a commander and told him to attack Khorasan. Al-Ahnaf 
set out with a huge army and headed for Khorasan, intending to make 
war on Yazdagird. He entered Khorasan and conquered Herat by 
force, appointing Suhar ibn Fulan al-‘Abdi m charge of it, then he 
headed towards Marw Shahjan^"*’, where Yazdagird was. Al-Almaf 
sent Mutarrif ibn ‘Abdullah ibn as-Sakheer ahead of him to 
Nisapur^"^* and al-Harith ibn Hassan to Sarkhas.^® When al-Almaf 
approached Marw Shahjan, Yazdagird left the city and went to Marw 
Roodh.^^” Al-Ahnaf conquered Marw Shahjan and stayed there. 
When Yazdagird reached Marw Roodh, he wrote to Khaqan the king 
of the Turks, the king of as-Saghd and the king of China, asking them 
for help. Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays pursued him to Marw Roodh, leaving 
Harithah ibn an-Nu‘man in charge of Marw Shahjan. Reinforcements 
Ĕ^om Koofah came to al-Ahnaf with four commanders, and when 
Yazdagird heard of that, he went to Balkh.^^* They met up with him 
m Balkh, where Allah defeated him, and he and those who were left 
of his army fled across the river. Thus Khorasan came completely 


Marw Shahjan; This is the greater city of Marw and was the capital of 
Khorasan. 

^ Nisapur: A tamous city of this region. 

Sarkhas: A city haltway between Marw and Nisapur. 

Marw Roodh; Located on a large river, but it was smaller than the other 
Marw. 

Balkh; One of the most beautiiul cities of Khoiasan, which is located near 
the Jayjoon river. 
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under the control of al-Ahnaf ibn Qays, who appointed a govemor for 
each city, then he retumed to Marw Roodh and wrote to ‘Umar, 
telling him of the conquests that Allah had granted in the land of 
Khorasaa. ‘Umar wrote to al-A]^f forbidding him to cross the river 
and saying: “Keep what you have gained control of in the land of 
Khorasan.” 

When the envoy of Yazdagird reached those whose help he 
was seeking, they did not care to help, but when Yazdagird crossed 
the river and entered their lands, then they had to help him because 
that was the custom of kings. Khaqan went with him to Balkh and 
then they camped at Marw Roodh, where al-A^af was. Al-Ahnaf 
came out with the people of Basrah and Koofah who were with him, 
all twenty thousand of them, and he heard one man saying to another, 
“If the commander has any sense, he wdl stand at the foot of this 
mountain, putting it at his back, and with this riyer like a ditch in 
front of him, so that the enemy can only come from one direction.” 
The following moming, al-Atoaf ordered his troops to take up that 
position, and this was a sign of victoiy and wisdom. The Turks and 
Persians came with a huge and alarming number of troops. Al-Almaf 
stood up and addressed the people, saying: “You are few and your 
enemies are many, but do not be dismayed. 

^How often a small group overcame a mi^ty host by Allah’s Leave? 
And Allah is with as-Sdbiroon [the patient]^ (Qur’an 2: 249)." 

The Turks used to fight by day and al-Ahnaf did not know 
where they went at night. So one night he went out with one of his 
scouts looking for Khaqan. When it was ahnost dawn, one of the 
Turkish horsemen came out, wearing a necklace and beating a drum. 
Al-Ahnaf went up to him and they fought and stabbed one another, 
but al-Almaf killed him. Then he took Ihe Turk’s necklace and stood 
in his place. Another one came out wearing a necklace and canying a 
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dnim. When he started to beat it, al-Ahnaf approached him and killed 
him, taking his necklace and standing in his place. A third one came 
out and he killed him and took his necklace. Then al-AMaf hastened 
to retum to his army. None of the Turks knew anything at all about 
that. It was the Turks’ custom not to come out until three of their 
mature men had gone out beating a drum, one after another. When the 
Turks came out they found their slain horsemen and the king Khaqan 
regarded this as a bad omen. He said to his troops: “We have been out 
too long and these men have been killed in a place where this has 
never happened to us before. There is nothing to be achieved by 
Aghting these people; let us leave.” So they went back to their 
country.^^^ 

The Muslims said to al-Ahnaf: “What do you think about 
pursuing them?” He said, “Stay where you are and let thembe.” And 
al-Ataaf was right, for it says in the hadith, «“Leave the Turks alone 
so long as they leave you alone.”»^^^ 

^And Allah drove back those who disbelieved in their rage: they 
gained no advantage [booty]. Allah sufficed for the believers in the 
Sghting [by sending against the disbelievers a severe wind and troops 
of angels]. And AUah is Ever AU-Strong, All-Mighty.|^(10Mr ’an 33:25) 

Chosroes went back Sustrated, having failed to achieve what 
he wanted or to gain the support he had hoped for. All those fi:om 
whom he had hoped to get support abandoned h im and disowned him 
when he needed them most. 

i.,. And he whom Allah has made to go astray, you will never fmd for 
him any way [of guidance].!® (Qur’an 4: 88) 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/159. 

At-tabardni, al-Kabeer. Shaykh al-Albani said: It is may^doo ‘ (fabricated). 
Silsilat al-Akddeeth ad-Da‘eefah, no. 1747. 
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He was confused and did not know what to do or where to go. 
Then he sent word to the king of China, seeking his help. The king of 
China asked the messenger about the people who had conquered the 
land and subjugated the people, so the envoy told him about them, 
how they rode horses and camels; what they did and how they 
prayed. He sent a letter with him to Yazdagird saying, “The reason 
why I did not send you an army the front of which would be in Marw 
whilst the back was in China is not that I do not know what my duty 
is towards you; rather it is because these people whom your envoy 
described to me, if they picked a fight with the mountains they would 
crush them, and if I came to support you they would defeat me, if 
they are as your envoy described them to me. So try to make a peace 
deal with them.” Chosroes and his family went and settled in some 
part of the land, humiliated and defeated, and he remained there imtil 
he was kdled during the caliphate of ‘Uthman.^^'* 

When al-Ahnaf arrived with a letter describing the victory and 
the booty that Allah had bestowed on them from the wealth of the 
Turks and those who were with them, and how they had killed many 
of them, and how Allah had driven back those who disbelieved in 
their rage, and they gained no advantage, ‘Umar stood up on the 
minbar and the letter was read out before him , then ‘Umar said; 
“AUah sent Muhammad with true guidance, and promised his 
foUowers reward in this world and in the Hereatter, and He (§|) said, 

^lt is He Who has sent His Messenger [Muhammad] with guidance 
and the religion of truth [Islam], to make it superior over all religions 
even though the Mushrikoon [polytheists, pagans, idolaters, 
disbeUevers in the Oneness of Allah] hate [it].]> (Qur’an 9: 33) 

Praise be to Allah Who has lulliUed His promise and granted victory 
to His troops. AUah has destroyed the kingdom of Persia and 


254 


Tareekh at-Tabari, 5/160. 


252 The Conguests of Iraq and the East at the Jime of ‘Umar 


scattered them, and they no longer control even a handspan of their 
land that could have any effect on a Muslim. Allah has granted their 
land, houses, wealth and people as an inheritance to you, to see what 
you will do. So adhere to His commands and He will £ulfil His 
covenant with You. Do not change, lest He replace you with another 
people, for I fear that if anything bad happens to this ummah it will be 
because of you.”^^^ 

4.8. The conquest of Istakhar, 23 A.H. 

The Muslims conquered Istakhar for the second time in 23 
A.H. Its people had broken the treaty after the troops of al-‘AIa’ ibn 
al-Hadrami had conquered it when they crossed the sea, coming from 
the land of al-Bahrayn (Bahrain). They met the Persians in a place 
called lawus, then al-Hirbadhah made a treaty whereby in retum for 
paymg the jizyah they would receive protection. Then Shahrak broke 
the treaty and incited the Persians to do likewise. ‘Uthman ibn Abi al- 
‘As sent his son and his brother al-Hakam to fight them, and Allah 
defeated the mushrik army, and al-Hakam ibn Abi al-‘As kiUed 
Shahrak.^^® 

4.9. The conquest of Pasawdara Bajrud, 23 A.H. 

Sariyah ibn ^una^nn headed for Pasawdara Bajmd, where he 
met a huge number of Persians and Kurds. The Muslims grew very 
anxious, and that night ‘Umar in his dream saw their battle and their 
numbers; the battle was taking place in the daytime and they were in 
a desert, and there was a moimtain which, if they put it at their backs, 
the enemy could only attack them from one direction. The next day 


Tdreeldt at-Tabari, 5/162, 163. 
Ibid, 5/166. 
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he gave the call, “as-Saldtu Jdmi‘ah (prayer is about to begin),” and 
when it was the hour that he had seen the iightmg in his dream, he 
came out to the people, ascended the minbar and addressed the 
people, telling them of what he had seen. Then he said, “O’ Sariyah, 
the motmtain!” Then he tumed to them and said: “AUah has troops 
(angels) and perhaps some of them will convey it to them.” And they 
did what ‘Umar said, and Allah granted them victory over their 
enemies, and they eonquered that land.^^^ 

4.10. The conquest of Karm^ and Sajistan, 23 A.H. 

Suhayl ibn ‘Adiyy conquered Karman in 23 A.H.^^®; it was 
also said that it was conquered by ‘ AbduIIah ibn Budayl ibn Warqa’ 
al-Khuza‘i.^^^. Some historians say that Sajistan was conquered by 
‘Asim ibn ‘Amr, aiter intense hghting. Its fortresses were numerous 
and its cities were fer apart, between the dam and the river of BaHch, 
and they used to fight the Qandah^ and the Turks.^^° 

4.11. The conquest of Mukran, 23 A.H. 

In 23 A.H., Mukran was conquered by al-Hakam ibn ‘Ajtnr. 
Shihab ibn aI-Makhariq brought reinforcements and he was joined by 
Suhayl ibn ‘Adiyy and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utban. They 
fought with the king of as-Sind, and Allah defeated the armies of as- 
Sind and they captured a great deal of booty, Al-Hakam ibn ‘Amr 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/168, 169. It was also nairated by al-Latka’i in Sharh 
Usool I'tiqdd Ahl as-Sunnah, no. 2537. Shaykh al-Albani classed its isnad as 
hasan in his commentary on Mishkdt al-Masdbeeh, 3/1678, hadith no. 5954. 
See: Tahdheeb al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, p. 170. 

Tahdheeb al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, p. 171. 

Ibid, p. 171. 
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sent a letter to ‘Umar, telling him the news of the conquest. He sent 
the letter, along with the khums, with Suhar al-‘Abdi. When he came 
to ‘Umar, he asked him about the land of Mukran and he said: “O’ 
Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, its land is moimtainous, its water is scarce, its 
dates are bad, the enemy is tough, its good is little and its evil is great. 
Much there is a httle and a little is wasted, and what Ues beyond it is 
even worse.” ‘Umar asked, “Are you trying to be a poet?” He said, 
“No, it is just infoTmation.” ‘Umar wrote to al-Hakam ibn ‘Amr, 
telling him not to go beyond Mukran, and to stay on this side of the 
river.^®‘ 

4.12. The campaign against the Knrds 

Ibn Jareer mentioned, with his isnad &om Sayf fi-om his 
Shaykhs, Ihat some of the Kurds were joined by some of the Persians. 
They gathered and were met by Abu Moosa in a place in the land of 
Bayroodh that was near the Teera river.^^^ Then Abu Moosa left for 
Isfahan, leaving ar-Rabee‘ ibn Ziyad to fight them after the murder of 
his brother al-Muhajir ibn Ziyad. He took charge of the war and 
throttled them, and Allah defeated the enemy, to Him be praise. This 
is the way of AUah with His believing slaves, the foIlowers of the 
best of His Messengers. Then the khums was taken irom the booty 
and sent, with news of the victoiy, to ‘Umar Thus Iraq and 

Iran were conquered at the time of ‘Umar ( 4 ^). The Muslims 
established strongholds throughout these regions, expecting a 
backlash fi:om the Persians in these lands. The conquest of the East 
was very difficult and demanded great sacrifices on the part of the 
Muslims, because of the difFerences in race. The inhabitants of Iran 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/172, 173, 174. 

Bayroodh and the Teera river are places near al-Ahwaz. 
Tahdheeb wa Tarteeb al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, p. 172. 
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were Persians who has no ties of language, race or eulture to the 
Arabs, and the national feelings of the Iranians were strong, fed hy a 
lengthy history and deeply-rooted culture. Moreover the hghting was 
taking place in the Iranian heartland, and the Magian clergy played 
their part in inciting the inhabitants to resist, In addition to that, these 
regions were far away firom the military centres of Basra and Koofah, 
and the land was mountainous which enabled the inhabitants to resist. 
Henee most of the cities broke their treaties and were re-conquered 
during the time of ‘Umar or during the cahphate of ‘Uthman.^^'* 


5. The Most Important Lessons We Leam 
From the Conquests of Iraq and the East 

5.1. The effect of verses and ahadeeth 
on the morale of the Mujdhideen 

The verses aud ahddeeth which speak of the virtue ofjihad had 
an effect on the morale of the Mujdhideen. Allah states that every 
action of the Mujdhideen wiU be rewarded. Allah (g|) says: 

^lt was not becoming of the people of Madeenah and the bedouins of 
the neighbourhood to remain behind Allah’s Messenger 
[Muhammad, when highting in Allah’s Cause] and [it was not 
becoming of them] to prefer their own lives to his life. That is 
because they suffer neither thirst nor fatigue nor hunger in the Cause 
of Allah, nor they take any step to raise the anger of disbelievers nor 
inHict any injury upon an enemy but is written to their credit as a 
deed of righteousness. Surely, Allah wastes not the reward of the 
Muhsinoon. Nor do they spend anything [in Allah’s Cause] —- small 
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or great — nor cross a valley, but is written to their credit that Alldi 
may recompense them with the best of what they used to do.^ 

(Qur’an 9: 120-121) 

The early Muslims were certain that jihad is a successM 
transaction. Allah (^) says: 

you who believe! Shall I guide you to a trade that will save you 
irom a painhil torment? That you believe in AUah and His Messenger 
[Muhammad], and that you strive hard and fight in the Cause of Allab 
with youT wealth and your iives, that will be better for you, if you but 
know! [If you do so] He will forgive you your sins, and admit you 
into Gardens under which rivers Aow, and pleasant dwellings in ‘Adn 
[Eden] Paradise; that is indeed the great success. And also [He will 
give you] another [blessing] which you love, — help fi:om AUah 
[against your enemies] and a near victory. And give glad tidings [O’ 
Muhammad] to the beheve.^ (Qur’an 61: 10-13) 

They knew that jihad is better than taking care of al-Masjid al- 
Hardm and providmg water to the pilgrims, as Allah (|^) says: 

^Do you consider the providing of drinking water to the pilgrims and 
the maintenance of al-Masjid al-Hardm [at Makkah] as equal to the 
worth of those who beheve in Allah and the Last Day, and strive hard 
and fight in the Cause of Allah? They are not equal before Allah. And 
Allah guides not those people who are die Dhdlimoon [polytheists 
and wrongdoers]. Those who beheved [in the OnenesS of AUah — 
Islamic Monotheism] and emigrated and strove hard and fought in 
AUah’s Cause with their wealth and their lives, are far higher in 
degree with Allah. They are the successful. Their Lord gives them 
glad tidings of mercy A^om Hhn, and His being pleased [with them], 
and of Gardens [Paradise] for them wherein are everlasting delights. 
They wUl dwell therein forever. Yerily, with Allah is a great reward.^ 

(Qur’an 9: 19-22) 
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They believed that jihad was a victoiy in all cases. Allah (|^) says: 

^Say, ‘Do you wait for us [anything] except one of the two best things 
[martyrdom or victory]; while we await for you either that Allah will 
afElict you with a punishment J&om Himself or at our hands. So wait, 
we too are waiting with you.’^ (Qur’an 9: 52) 

And the life of the martyr does not come to an end; rather he is 
alive as Allah, the Exalted says; 

^Think not of those as dead who are killed in the way of Allah. Nay, 
they are alive, with their Lord, and they have provision. They rejoice 
in what Allah has bestowed upon them of His Bounty and rejoice for 
the sake of those who have not yet joined them, but are left behind 
[not yet martyred] that on them no fear shall come, nor shall they 
grieve. They rejoice in a grace and a bounty from Allah, and that 
Allah will not waste the reward of the believers.^ 

(Qur’an 3: 169-171) 

They felt that the goal for which they were fighting was a 
sublime one. Allah says: 

^Let those [believers] who sell the life of this world for the Hereaiter 
fight in the Cause of AUah, and whoso fights in the Cause of Allah, 
and is killed or gets victory, We shaU bestow on him a great reward. 
And what is wrong with you that you fight not in the Cause of Allah, 
and for those weak, ill-treated and oppressed among men, women, 
and children, whose cry is, ‘Our Lord! Rescue us from this town 
whose people are oppressors; aud raise for us from You one who wiU 
protect, and raise for us from You one who wiU help.’ Those who 
believe, fight in the Cause of AUah, and those who disbeUeve, fight in 
the cause of Tdghoot [Satan]. So fight you against the hriends of 
Shaytdn [Satan]; ever feeble indeed is the plot of Shaytdn [Satan].^ 

(Qur’an 4: 74-76) 
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The Messenger (^) explained to the Muslims the viitue of 
jihad, and these ahddeeth motivated them greatly. Among these 
ahddeeth is that which was narrated from Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri 
(a^), who said: «It was asked, “O’ Messenger of Allah, which of the 
people is best?” The Messenger of Allah (^) said, “A believer who 
strives in jihad with himself and his wealth.”»^®^ The Messenger of 
AUah (^) explained the degrees of the Mujdhideen when he said: 
«“In Paradise there are one hundred degrees which Allah has 
prepared for those who strive in jihad for the sake of Allah. The 
distance between two degrees is like thatbetween heaveo and earth. 
If you ask of Allah, ask Him for al-Firdaws, for it is the best part of 
Paradise and is the highest part of Paradise.”»^^^ 

The Prophet (^ explained the virtue of the martyrs when he 
said: «“Allah has promised those who go out (in jihad) for His sake, 
^not going out for any reason except belief in Me and beHef in My 
Messengers, but I will bring him back with the reward and booty that 
he has attained, or I will admit him to Paradise.^ Were it not that it 
would be too hard for my ummah, I would not have stayed behind 
from any campaign. I wish that I could be killed for the sake of Allah 
then brought back to life, then killed then brought back to life, then 
killed.”»^®^ And he (^) said: «“No one who enters Paradise would 
like to come back to this world and have everything in it, except for 
the martyr, who wishes that he could come back to this world and be 
killed ten times over, because of what he sees of the honour that Allah 
bestows upon him.”»^^* 

And there are other ahddeeth which affected the first Muslims 
and those who followed the same path, based on these verses and 


Bukhaii, hadith no. 2786. 
Ibid, hadith no. 2790. 
Muslim, 3/1497. 

Bukhari, hadith no. 2817. 




‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 259 


ahddeeth. The senior Sahdbah (may Allah be pleased with them all) 
went out on campaigns even when they had grown old. The people 
felt sorry for them and urged them to stop lighting, beeause they were 
excused, but they responded by saying that Soorah at-Tawbah would 
not let them stop, and they feared that they might become hypocrites 
if they stayed behind and did not go out to fight.^^^ 

5.2. The fruits o£ jihad for the sake of Allah 

The Sahdbah and Tdbi‘een during the time of the Rightly- 
Guided Caliphs believed that jihad for the sake of Allah was one of 
the necessities for the survival of the Muslim ununah. They 
rmdertook Ihis obligation when conquering Iraq, the east, Syria, 
Egypt and North Africa. Their undertaking of this obligation bore 
many fruits, such as qualilying the Muslim ummah to lead mankind; 
putting an end to the power of the kuffdr, humiUating them and 
in.s tilling fear in their hearts; and m a kin g manitest the tmth of their 
call to mankind, which made the people enter into the religion of 
Allah in crowds. Thus the Muslims increased in pride and the kuffdr 
increased in humiliation. The Muslims imited against their enemies 
and they brought to m ankin d the blessings of the light, justice and 
mercy of Islam.^™ 


5.3. Laws of AUah that were maiiifested in 
the conquests of Iraq and the eastem lands 

By studying the conquests of Iraq and the eastem lands, the 
researcher will notice some of the laws of Allah with regard to 


Al-Jihdd/ee Sabeel-Alldh by al-Qadiri, 1/145. 
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societies, people and states, These laws include tibie followmg; 

5.3.1. The law of causes 
Allah (m) says: 

^And make ready against them all you can of power, including steeds 
of war [tanks, planes, missiles, artillery] to threaten the enemy of 
Allah and your enemy, and others besides whom, you may not know 
but whom Allah does know. And whatever you shall spend in the 
Cause of Allah shall be repaid xmto you, and you shall not be treated 
unjustly.^ (Qur’an 8: 60) 

‘Umar applied this verse during his reign, employmg both physical 
and spiritual means as we have explained above. 

5.3.2. The law of checking people 
by means of one another 

Allah, the Almighty says: 

C.. And if Allah did not check one set of people by means of another, 
the earth would indeed be M1 of mischief. But AUah is M1 of bounty 
to the 'Alameen [mankind, jinn and all that exists].) (Qur’an 2: 251) 

This law was Mfilled by the conquest movement in general. niis law 
is one of the most important laws of Allah in creation, and is one of 
the most important laws that have to do with consohdating the 
position of the Muslim ummah. The early Muslims understood this 
law and acted upon it. They knew that the truth needs resoIve and 
determination to support it, efforts to make it prevail, hearts to iove it 
and emotions to be tied to it. It needs human eSbrt, because this is the 
law of Allah in the Iife of Ihis world and this is a consistent law.^^^ 
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5.3.3. The law of testing 
Allah, the AH-High says: 

^Or tihink you that you will enter Paradise without such [trials] as 
came to tihose who passed away before you? They were aHlicted with 
severe poverty and ailments and were so shaken that even the 
Messenger and those who believed along with him said, ‘When [will 
come] the Help of Allah?’ Yes! Certainly, the Help of Allah is near!|> 

(Qur’an 2: 214) 

Calamities and tests came during the conquest of Iraq, particularly in 
the battle of the biidge of Abu ‘Ubayd, when thousands of Muslims 
were kill ed and their army was defeated. Then they regrouped and 
achieved great victories over tihe Persians. Allah (^) says: 

^You shall certainly be tried and tested in your wealth and properties 
and in your personal selves...^ (Qur’an 3: 186) 

It may be noted that the way in which this verse states that the 
Muslim ummah will be tested is stated in the most emphatic 
maimer.^^^ This is the law of Allah with regard to faith and calling 
others to faith: there has to be some calamity, some harm to wealth 
and self, and it is essential to be patient and stand fiim.^’^ 

5.3.4. The law of Allah coriGeming 
oppression and the oppressed 

Allah, the All-Powerful says: 


At-Takmeen li’l-Ummah al-Isldmiyah fee Daw’ al-Qur’an al-Kareem, p. 
237. 
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^That is some of the news of the [population ofl towns whieh We 
relate unto you [O’ Muhatnmad]; of them, some are [still] standing, 
and some have been [already] reaped. We wronged them not, but they 
wronged themselves. So their dliha [gods], other than Allah, whom 
they mvoked, protited them naught when there eame the Command 
of your Lord, nor did they add aught to them but destruction. Such is 
the Seizure of your Lord when He seizes the [population of] towns 
while they are doing wrong. Verily, His Seizure is painful [and] 
severe.^ (Qur’an 11: 100-102) 

The law of Allah is consistent: oppressing nations will be 
destroyed. The Persian state had oppressed and wronged its subjects, 
and had rebelled against the laws of Allah. So the law of AUah was 
appUed to them and AUah caused the Muslims to gain power over 
them, and thus they were eliminated.^^‘* 

5.3.5. The law of Allah conceming 
those who live a life of luxuTy 

Allah, the Ever Watchful says: 

^And when We decide to destroy a town [population], We [hrst] send 
a deUnite order [to obey Allah and be righteous] to those among them 
[or We (Urst) increase in number those of its population] who lead a 
life of luxury. Then, they transgress therein, and thus the word [of 
torment] is justified against it [them]. Then We destroy it with 
complete destruction.^ (Qur’an 17: 16) 

In the commentary on this verse it says: “When the time for its 
destmction draws nigh, We command those among them who live a 
life of luxury, their tyrants and their kings, to obey [Allah], then tihey 
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transgress therein, thus deserying the punishment, so We destroy 
them. Allah singles out for mention those who live a life of luxury, 
although the command to obey is addressed to all the people, because 
they are the leaders of evil and the chiefs of misguidance; what others 
do of sin is due to their following these leaders and being encouraged 
by them, so it is more apt that the command be addressed to 
them.”^” 

This law came to pass conceming the leaders of the Persians. 

5.3.6. The law of Allah conceming tyrants 
Allah, the Exalted says: 

^Yerily, your Lord is Ever Watchtul [over them].^ 

(Qur’an 89: 14) 

This verse is a waming to sinners in general; it was also said that it is 
a waming to the kuffdr, or a waming to sinners and others.^^^ In 
Tafseer al-Qurtubi it says: i.e., Allah watches each person until He 
either rewards or punishes him.^^^ It is clear from these comments of 
the mufassireen on the verses that we have quoted above that the law 
of Allah conceming t^nrants is that He sends down the punishment 
upon them in this world. This is a consistent law which happened to 
the tyrants of the past and will happen to the tyrants of the present and 
the future. None of them will escape the punishment of Allah in this 
world, just as none of them will escape the punishment of AUah in the 
Herealter.^^^ 


Tafseer al-Aloosi, 15/42. 
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The law of Allah conceming the tyrants and the punishment 
that Allah has sent down on them in this world offer lessons from 
which those who fear AUah and His pimishment, and who know that 
the laws of AUah are consistent and are not biased towards anyone 
may benefit. Allah (^) says, describing those who understand His 
law conceming tyrants, and after mentioning the bad end that befell 
Pharaoh: 

^So Allah, seized him with punishment for his last and first 
transgression. Yerily, in this is an instmctive admonition for 
whosoever fears Allah.l» (Qur’an 79: 25, 26) 

Thus the Persian tyrants were also subjected to the law of Allah. 

5.3.7. The law of gradual progress 

The conquests of Iraq and the eastem lands were subject to this 
law of gradual progress. The first stage took place during the time of 
Abu Bakr, when al-Heerah was conquered imder the leadership of 
Khalid ibn al-Waleed. The second stage began when Abu ‘Ubayd 
ath-Thaqafi took over leadership of the atmy in Iraq, and lasted until 
the battle of al-Buwayb. The third stage started when Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas was appointed in charge of the jihad in fraq and lasted until 
just before the battle of Nahawand. The fourth stage started with the 
battle of Nahawand and the fifth stage was when the Muslims 
penetrated throughout the Persian lands. From the conquests the 
Muslims leamed the importance of paying attention to the law of 
gradual progress when working to support the religion of Allah. The 
basis for the law is the idea that the road is long, so it is essential for 
those who are workiag in the field of Islamic da ‘wah to understand 
this law. The consolidation of Islamic mle in Iraq and the eastem 
lands did not happen ovemight, rather it was subject to this law, by 
Allah’s will. 



‘Umar ibn al-KJiattdb 265 


5.3.8. The law of changing oneself 
Allah, the All-Compassionate says: 

^Yerily, Allah will not change the condition of a people as long as 
they do not change their state themselves.^ (Qur’an 13: 11) 

The Sahdbah (may Allah be pleased with them) began the 
conquests of Iraq and the eastem lands by applying this divine 
principle with regard to the people who wanted to enter the religion 
of Allah. So they started to teach the people according to the Book of 
Allah and the Suimah of His Messenger (^), instilling sound beliefs 
and ideas, and sublime characteristics, in their hearts. 

5.3.9. The law of AUah conceming 
sins and evil deeds 

Allah, the Almighty says: 

^Have they not seen how many a generation before them We have 
destroyed whom We had established on the earth such as We have not 
established you? And We poured out on them rain from the sky in 
abundance, and made the rivers Aow under them. Yet, We destroyed 
them for their sins, and We created after them other generations.^ 

(Qur’an 6: 6) 

Allah destroyed the Persians because of the sins that they had 
committed, the most serious ofwhich were kujr dsiAshirk. This verse 
speaks of an established truth and consistent law: sins destroy those 
who commit them, and AJlah is the One Who destroys the sinners 
because of their sins.^™ Allah enabled the Muslim ummah to gaia 
power over the Persians when they (the Muslims) fulfilled the 
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conditions required for victory and acted in accordance with the laws 
of Allah. 

5.4. Al-Ahnaf ibn Qays changed 
the course of histoiy 

‘Umar was adamant that the army should lirait itself to the 
conquest of Persia and he forbade them to penetrate deeply to the 
east, especially after the defeat of aI-Hoimuzan and the Muslim 
conquest of aI-Ahwaz. 

‘Umar said: “The area between the two rivers and al-Ahwa^: is 
sutScient for the people of Basra. I wish that between us and the 
Persians there was a mountain of Sre so that they could not reach us 
and we could not reach them.” He said to the people of Koofah: “I 
wish that between them and the mountain there was a mountain of 
fire so that they could not reach us and we could not reach them.” 

‘Umar discussed this matter with the delegation, and al-Ahnaf 
said to him: “O’ Ameer al-Mu’mineen, I was told that you have 
forbidden us to go any deeper into the land, and you have ordered us 
to limit ourselves to that which is already in our hands. But the 
Persian king is still living amongst them and they wiU keep stirring 
up trouble for us so long as their king is still among them. No two 
kings ever meet until one of them expels the other. I think that we did 
not conquer any land except as a result oftheir aggression. Their king 
is the one who is inciting them and he will continue to do so iintil you 
give us permission to penetrate their entire country and remdve him 
trom his kingdom. Then the Persians wiU lose hope and will give 
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‘Umar said to al-Almaf: “You are right, by AUah, and you have 
explained the matter to me as it is.” So ‘Umar gave them permission 
to penetrate throughout Persia. He came around to al-Atmaf’s point 
of view and recognized its merit. So the Muslims penetrated deeply 
into that land. Al-Ahnaf was appointed leader of the campaign in 
Khorasan, and otherheroes among the Mujdhideen took charge of the 
campaign in other regions. ‘Umar drew up the plan of war for them, 
and supplied them with reintorcements from the rear.^*^ 


Ma‘a ar-Ra‘eel al-Awwal, by Muhibb ad-Deen al-BChateeb, p. 146- 




CHAPTER SEVEN 
The Conquests of Syria, 
Egypt and Libya 


1. The Conquest of Syiia 


(._/he first letter to reach Syria irom the caliph ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab brought news of the death of Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq ( 4 ^) and 
the appointment ofAbu ‘Ubaydah as govemor of Syria. In this letter 
it said: 

“Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq, the successor of the Messenger of Allah (^), 
has died. Yerily to Allah we belong and unto Him is our retum. May 
the mercy and blessings of Allah be upon Abu Bakr as-Sideeq, the 
one who acted in accordance with the tmth, the enjoiner of good, the 
gentle, modest, quiet, easy going, friendly and wise. We seek reward 
with Allah for the calamity of his loss and the calamity that has 
befallen the Muslims. I ask Allah to protect us by means of piety and 
His mercy. May He help us to obey Him so long as we live and admit 
us to Paradise when we die, for He is able to do all Ihings. We have 
heard that you are besieging Damascus. I have appointed you as 
eommander of the Muslims. Send your raiding parties out towards 
Homs and Damascus and other parts of Syria, and plan that as you 
and the Muslims with you see fit. Do not inteipret what I say as 
meaning that you should expose your troops to danger or give the 
enemy hopes of defeatmg you, rather send those whom you think you 



270 The Conguests of Syria, Egypt and Libya 

do not need, and whoever you need with you for the siege, keep them 
with you. Let one of those whom you keep with you be KMlid ibn al- 
Waleed, for you cannot do without him.”* 

When the letter arrived, Abu ‘Ubaydah called Mu‘adh ibn 
Jabal and read the letter to him. The letter-carrier said; “O’ Abu 
‘Ubaydah, ‘Umar says to you: “Tell me about Yazeed ibn Abi 
Suriyan and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As — how are they and how is their 
conduct? Are they being sincere towards the Muslims?” Abu 
‘Ubaydah answered ‘Umar’s envoy and he and Mu‘adh ibn Jabal 
wrote one letter to ‘Umar, in which they said: From Abu ‘Ubaydah 
ibn al-Jarrah and Mu‘adh ibn Jabal to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab: 

“Peace be upon you. We praise AUah besides Whom there is no other 
god. As far 2 is we know, you take care of matters. Kow, O’ ‘Umar, 
you have become in charge of the affairs of the ummah of 
Muhammad, the red and the black. There come to you enemies and 
friends, noble and ignoble, strong and weak, and every one of them 
has some right of justice over you. So think of how you will handle 
the matter, O’ ‘Umar. We remind you of a Day when all the secrets in 
people’s hearts wiU be revealed and all concealed matters will come 
to light, and aU people will be subjugated to the Sovereign, the 
Subduer, Who wiU subdue them by His might; the people will submit 
theraselves, awaiting His judgement, fearing His punishment and 
hoping for His mercy. We have heard that among this ummah there 
wiU be men who are outwardly brothers but inwardly enemies, and 
we seek retuge with AUah Irom that. Do notmisunderstand our letter 
or take it in a way other than we intend it. Peace be upon you and the 
mercy of Allah.”^ 
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Discussion between Khalid and Abu 'Ubaydah 
(may Allah be pleased with them both) 

Khalid came to know of the order to dismiss him from 
command. He went to Abu ‘Ubaydah and said: “May Allah forgive 
you. The letter came from the caliph appointing you in command and 
you did not tell me; you prayed behind me when you are the one who 
is in chmge.” Abu ‘Ubaydah said, “May AUah forgive you too. I did 
not want to tell you that until you bad heard it from someone else. I 
did not want to interrupt your plan imtil you had completed it, then I 
would have told you. It is not power in this world that I seek and it is 
not for worldly gain that I strive. What you see will come to an end 
and cease to be. We are brothers, carrying out Ihe command of Allah. 
If a man’s brother is appointed over him, it will not harm his spiritual 
or worldly affairs, rather it is more likely that the one who is in charge 
is closer to Jitnah and temptation or more likely to fall into sin, 
because of what he is exposed to, except those whom Allah protects, 
of whom there are few.” Then Abu ‘Ubaydah gave ‘Umar’s letter to 
Khalid.^ 

'Umar (^) replies to the letter of 
Abu ''Ubaydah and Mu'adh 

When (he letter of Abu ‘Ubaydah and Mu‘adh arrived via 
Shaddad ibn Aws ibn Thabit, the nephew of Hassan ibn Thabit al- 
Ansari, ‘Umar responded to their letter, saying: “I praise Allah 
besides Whom there is no other god. I urge you to fear Allah, for that 
brings the good pleasure of your Lord and is the best that you can 
gain for yourselves; this is what smart people are eager to attain for 
themselves whilst helpless people are negligent. Your letter has 
reached me in which you say that as far as you know, I take care of 
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matters. This is a kind of praise of me. You remind me that I have 
become in charge of the affkirs of this ummah, and that noble and 
ignoble, enemies and iiiends, strong and weak, sit before me, and that 
each of them should have his righthil share of justice. You are asking 
me how I will handle that. There is no power and no strength exeept 
with Allah. You wrote to me telling me to fear a Day that is 
inevitable; the altemation of night and day wears out everything new 
and brings near everyihing that is far and brings about eveiything that 
is promised until they bring the Day of Resurrection, the Day on 
which all Ihe secrets in people’s hearts will be revealed and all 
concealed matters wiU come to light and all people wdl be subjugated 
to the Sovereign, the Subduer, Who will subdue them by His might; 
the people will submit themselves, awaiting His judgement, fearing 
His pimishment and hoping for His mercy. You say that you have 
heard that in this ummah there will be men who are outwardly 
brothers but inwardly enemies. This is not the time for that; that will 
happen at the end of time, when there wUl be hope and fear, when 
people wUl hope and fear one another. AUah has appointed me in 
charge of your affairs, and I ask Allah to help me and to protect me 
from going astray just as He has protected others. I am a Muslim man 
and a weak slave, except when Allah helps me. The position to which 
I have been appointed wiU never change my character insha ’ Alldh. 
All greatness belongs to Allah and His slaves have nothing to do with 
it. Let no one among you say that ‘Umar has changed since he was 
appointed caUph. I base my actions on which I see as trath, and I 
explain my position to you. If any man is in need or has been 
WTonged, I shall restore his rights with no compromise. Your well- 
being is dear to me and if you get upset with me it wiU be hard for me 
to bear. I am responsible for that with which I have been entrasted 
and I will deal with any situation by myself insha ’ Alldh and not 
delegate it to anyone else. After that I will not seek help from anyone 
but those who are trustworthy, those among you who are sincere 
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towards the people. I will not entrust anything to anyone other than 
them insha ’ Alldh. As for worldly authority, everything that you see 
will come to an end. We are brothers, and any one of us may lead his 
brothers in prayer or may be in charge of him, and that will not affect 
his spiritual or worldly interests. Rather the one who is in a position 
of leadership is more likely to fall into temptation or sin, except those 
whom Allah protects, and they are few.”"^ 

1.1. The conquest of Damascus 

The conquests in Syria during the reign of ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab represent the second stage of conquests in this 

direction, afler the conquests at the time of Abu Bakr. After the battle 
of Yarmook when the Byzantmes were defeated, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn 
al-Jarrah appointed Basheer ibn Ka‘b al-Himyari in charge of al- 
Yarmook. He heard that the defeated Byzantines were gathering in 
FiM and that reinforcements had reached Damascus Irom Homs. He 
did not know whether to start with Damascus or Fitd which was in 
Jordan, so the commander Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah wrote to the 
caliph ‘Umar ibn al-Khattah ( 4 ^), asking for his orders. ‘Umar wrote 
back: “Start with Damascus and head towards it, for it is the fortress 
of Syria and the seat of their kingdom. But distract the Byzantines in 
Fihl by sending cavalry to face them and the people of Palestine and 
Homs. If Allah causes us to conquer it before Damascus, that is what 
we want, but if its conquest is delayed until Allah enables us to 
conquer Damascus, then leave some troops to hold the city and take 
your troops to attack Fihl. Once it is conquered, then go with Khalid 
to Homs.”^ 


Putoohdt ash-Shdm, Pp. 99-102. 
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From the commands of ‘Umar we may note that he detined the 
responsibilities of his commanders according to the principle of 
economy of effort in addition to flexibility with regard to aims and 
goals. We may also conclude £rom these orders that the first main 
goal was Damascus, although a minor force was dispatched to Fihl. 
The second main goal was FiM, as the whole army was sent to 
conquer it. The third main goal was Homs. In accordance with these 
instructions, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah sent fighting units to Fihl, 
led by Abu al-A‘war as-Sulami ‘Amir ibn Hatmah, ‘Amr ibn Kulayb, 
‘Abd ‘Umar ibn Yazeed ibn ‘Amir, ‘Ammarah ibn as-Sa‘q ibn Ka‘b, 
Safiy ibn ‘Aliyah ibn Shamil, ‘Umar ibn al-Habeeb ibn ‘Umar, 
Labdah ibn ‘Amir, Basheer ibn ‘ Asmah, and ‘ Amarah ibn Mukhshin, 
who was the commander of these units, who headed towards FiU.^ 

Abu ‘Ubaydah set off towards Damascus, not encountering 
any significant resistance. The ByzaDtmes relied on the local people 
in the regions near Damascus to block the advance of the Muslim 
forces, but they had no real enthusiasm for mounting such a defence, 
because of the bad treatment that they had received from the 
Byzantines, especially in the small villages.’ 

The Muslim forces reached the fertile oasis of Daraascus 
(Ghootat dimashq) where the palaces and houses of the Byzantines 
were located, but they found them empty because their inhabitants 
had abandoned them and fled to Damascus proper. Heraclius sent 
reinforcements from Homs to Damascus, sending 500 Sghters^, 
which was a smaller number than was required. The Muslim forces 
whem -Abu ‘TJbaydah ibn al-Jarrah had placed to the north of 


® Al-‘Amaliydt at-Ta'arrudiyah ad-DiJd‘iyah ‘inda al-Muslimeen, p. 182. 
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Damascus under the leadership of Dhu al-Kila‘ confronted them and 
a yiolent battle took place between the two sides, in which the 
Byzantines were defeated.^ The people of Damascus asked Heraclius 
for help, and he sent them a letter urging them to stand finn and to 
fight and resist, and promising them reinforcemente. Thus their 
resolve was strengthened and they withstood the siege.^® 

1.1.1. The forces on both sides 
The Byzantine forces 

❖ Commander in chief: Heraclius 

❖ Govemor of Damascus: Nastas ibn Bastoms 

♦J* Commander of the forces in Damascus: Bahan who had takenpart 
in the battle of Yarmook and fled aAerwards. His given name 
was Wardiyan 

❖ The number of Byzantine troops in Damascus was 60,000, with 

the possibihty of an additional 20,000 coming from Homs, and 
there were 40,000 fighters ready to intervene. The Byzantines 
stayed in Damascus, making use of its buildings, fortifications 
and walls, and they may have been expecting reinforcements 
to come and engage the Muslims from the outside 

*l* The Byzantine forces in Fihl were composed of the city guard and 
the remnants of the army of al-Yarmook whose morale was 
very low because of their failure in the battle and their having 
fled therefrom. They were in a state of panic 

The Muslim forces 

❖ Commander in chief of the Islamic forces: ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 


Al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, 7/20. 
Al-Handasah al-‘Askariyah, p. 188. 
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❖ Cotmnander of operations in S^aia: Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah 

❖ The commander Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah sent ten of his 

generals, led by Abu al-A‘war as-Sulami, with an appropriate 
number of Muslim troops — the sources do not say exactly 
how many there were — to take control of the road to 
Damascus as far as Beesan, which is known nowadays as 
Kharbat Fihl" 

❖ Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah sent other troops, under the leadership 

of ‘Alqamah ibn Hakeem and Masrooq, each to a difFerent 
place in the direction of Palestine, to secure lines of 
reinforcement from the west and the south*^ 

*X* Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah sent a detachmeiit under the 
leadership of Dhu al-Kila‘ to the north of Damascus, to keep a 
watch on the road that connected the city to Homs, so as to 
protect this side and prevent Byzantine reinforcements from 
reaching Damascus'^ 

*X* The size of the Muslim forces after al-Yarmook was 40,000, who 
were highly organized and whose morale was very high after 
the victory at al-Yarmook^"^ 

♦i* The size of the Muslim army that lay siege to Damascus was 
approximately 20,000. The rest of the troops were set to Fihl to 
guard the front there; when necessary they could be withdrawn 
from Fihl to support the siege^^ 


" Op. cit., p. 189. 

Ibid. 

See TdreeMi at-Tabari, 4/258; al-Handasah al-'Askariyah, p. 189. 
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1.1.2. Description of the city of Damascus 

Damascus was a great city that was named after its founder, 
Dimshaq ibn Kin‘an. It came under Egyptian rule during liie 
Eighteenth Dynasty. It is the oldest city in history and was a centre of 
idol worship. When Christianity came to the city, they tumed its 
idolatrous temple into a church that was unsurpassed in beauty and 
splendour, except by the church of Antioch. To the north of 
Damascus he the lands of al-Balqa’ and to the south al-Joolan 
(Golan), which is a mountainous region of arable and well-irrigated 
lands. Damascus was an important eommercial centre inhabited by 
Arabs, and the Muslims knew it well because they used to trade with 
it. The city of Damascus was a fortified city, surrounded by strong 
walls built of stone sk meters high and three meters wide, with 
strong gates. Heraclius had increased its fortifications after the 
Persians conquered it, enabling its gates to be closed lirmly and 
surrounding the walls with a ditch three metres wide into which the 
waters of the Barada river were allowed to Aow. Thus Damascus 
became a fortified citadel which could not easily be breached.^® This 
shows us that the Byzantine fortifications of Damascus were veiy 
strong. These fortifications indicate the foLIowing; 

The fortifications of Damascus were not built in haste, because the 
city was of strategic importance. The Byzantines feared that they may 
lose it to the Persians, which meant that the efforts of Byzantine 
military engineers played a role in organizing these defences, 
utilizing engineering experience and resources that were not needed 
elsewhere, in addition to the engineering knowledge that was 
available to the Roman army in this field. 

The Byzantine engineering genius manifested itself in the 
fortifications surrounding the city of Damascus, as the militaiy 
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engineers took advantage of the topography in building these 
fortifications, especially utilizing the Barada river to fill the ditch 
surrounding the city, in addition to other ways of using the landscape 
to make it a natural barrier to block attacks coming fi-om the north 
and north-east. 

The Byzantine leaders placed a great deal of trust in the 
fortifieations of the city, to such an extent that it made them gather 
their forces and take up a defensive position there, waiting for the 
Byzantine forces in Homs to regroup and engage the Muslim army. 
This means that these defences that had been built by the military 
engineers played a role in forcing the Byzantine commanders to take 
up this defensive stance, thus they had a direct impact on decision- 
making . It is very important to understand the importance of military 
engineering in battle. 

On the other hand, these fortifications forced the Muslim army 
not to attempt to breach the city of Damascus, because they formed 
an obstacle. So the plan of the Muslim army was to impose a siege on 
the city. 

The historical sources say thatthe siege of Damascus iasted for 
seventy days, and it was a harsh siege in which heavy weapons such 
as catapults and siege engines were used.^’ 

1.1.3. The progress of the battle 

Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah set out for Damascus, organizmg 
hi s army in the following fashibn: 

❖ At the core: Khalid ibn al-Waleed 

❖ On the Aanks: ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and Abu ‘Ubaydah 
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❖ Cayaliy: ‘lyad ibn Ghanam 

❖ Infantry; Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah 

Since the walls of Damascus had gates which were the only means of 
entering or exitmg the city, the Muslims organized their besieging 
forces as foIlows: 

❖ At the eastem gate; under the leadership of Khalid ibn al-Waleed 

❖ At the gate of al-Jabiyah; under the leadership of Abu ‘Ubaydah 

ibn al-Jarrah 

At the gate of Tooma: under the leadership of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 

❖ At the gate of al-Faradees: imder the leadership of Shurahbeel ibn 

Hasanah 

❖ At the smali gate (al-bdb as-sagheer): under the leadership of 

Yazeed ibn Abi Suriyan 

The Byzantines thought that the MusUms would not be able to 
keep up such a long siege, especially in wkkter, but the Muslims were 
men of deep faith and great patience who were able to withstand the 
changes in weather. The Muslim leaders let the Muslims take over 
abandoned churches and houses in the fertile oasis (al-ghootah) so 
that the Mujdhideen could relax, and they rotated their troops on a 
weekly basis, whereby troops at the gates would change places with 
troops in the rear so that the siege could continue no matter how long 
it took.‘* 

But the Muslhns did not stop there; they also continued to try 
to find out more about the enemy and the nature of the fortifications. 
Thus Khalid ibn al-Waleed was able to choose sites to breach the 
fortifications and enter the city of Damascus. He chose the best place 
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where there was a lot of water^® and made rope ladders that could be 
used by the troops to scale the walls. Khalid ibn al-Waleed knew that 
a son had been bom to the Patriarch of Damascus and that the people 
were gathered at the celebratoiy feast; the Byzantines were 
preoccupied with eating and drmking and were neglectiug their 
duties, including the task of watching the front and the gates. When 
evening came, Khalid ibn al-Waleed and his troops set out, led by 
Khalid, al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr and Madh‘oor ibn ‘Adijy. They said, 
“When you hear a takbeer at the walls, climb up to join us and head 
for the gate.”^*^ 

Khalid and his first group crossed the moat in two Aoating 
yessels^* and reached the walls, then they threw up the rope ladders 
and when they were fimily attached, al-Qa‘qa‘ and Madh‘oor 
climbed up, then they fixed more ropes. Then the second group came 
up and the fimt group went back down and went to the gate, where 
they joined the soldiers who were with Khalid. They said the first 
takbeer at the top of the walls, then the second group scaled the walls 
and headed towards the gate, where they broke in with their swords. 
Thus the Muslim forces entered the city of Damascus.^^ 

Important lessons 

Was the con^uest achieved by means of a treaty or by force? 

The scholars differ as to whether Damascus was conquered by 
means of a treaty or by force. Most of the scholars are of the view that 
the matter was settled by means of a peace deal, because they are not 
sure which came tirst: was it conquered by force and then the 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 4/259. 

Al-Handasah al-‘Askariyah, p. 192; al-Bidayah wa an-Nihdyah, 7/20. 
Al-Handasah al-‘Askariyah, Pp. 192, 193. 

“ Ibid, p. 192. 
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Byzantmes agreed to a peaee deal, or was one part conquered by 
means of a peace deal, then the other side was taken by force? Some 
suggested that half of it was conquered by means of a peace deal and 
the other half by force. This is more likely to be the case because 
what the Sahdbah did in the case of the main church which was the 
largest place of worship, when they took half of it and left the other 
half And Allah knows best. 

The date of the concjuest 

Ibn Katheer said: “The story narrated by SajT ibn ‘Umar 
suggests that the conquest of Damascus took place in 13 A.H.^ but 
Sayf also states the same as the majority, which is that it happened in 
the middle of Rajab 14 A.H.”^"^ Khaleefah ibn Khayyat stated that 
Abu ‘Ubadah besieged the Byzantmes in Damascus in Rajab, 
Sha‘ban, Ramadan and Shawwal, then the peace treaty came in Dhu 
al-Qa‘dah.^^ What matters is that the conquest took place after the 
battle of al-Yarmook.^^ 

Application of some principles of war 

During the conquest of Damascus, the Muslims applied some 
of the principle of war, including surprise, initiating the Aghting, 
making the most of opportunities and mnovative thinking on the part 
of field commanders. We have seen what KhaHd ibn al-Waleed did 
when he sent out scouts and looked for the best place to breach the 
walls, and how that affected the situation and changed the siege into 
an attack. If we compare what Khalid ibn al-Waleed did, using rope 
ladders to climb over the waUs of Damascus, with what the Egyptian 
army did mthe OctoberWar of 1973 C.E., whenthey crossed IsraeTs 


Tarteeb wa Tahdheeb al-Biddyah wa an-Nihdyah, p. 56. 
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Bar-Lev line and used rope ladders to reach the enemy’s defensive 
positions, we will realize that it was the same tactic. This 
demonstrates to us the brilliance of the Muslims during the Islamic 
conquests, and our modem battles are no more than an extension of 
this brilliance.^^ 

Conquest of other parts of Syria after Damascus 

After the conquest of Damascus, Abu ‘Ubaydah sent KhaUd 
ibn al-Waleed to al-Biqa‘ (Beka)^*, which was conquered by the 
sword. And he sent out a party which met with the Byzantines in 
‘Ayn Misnoon. The Byzantines were led by a man called Sinan, who 
descended upon the Muslims from ‘Aqabat Beimt. A number of 
Muslims were killed that day, so ‘Ayn Misnoon became kno™ as 
‘Ayn ash-Shuhada’ (the spring of the martyrs). Ahu ‘Ubaydah 
appointed Yazeed ibn Abi Suhyan in charge of Damascus during his 
absence, and Yazeed sent Dihyah ibn Khaleefah to Tadmur with a 
detachment of troops to conquer it. He also sent Abu al-Zahra’ al- 
Oushayri to al-Bathaniyah and Hawran, where he made peace treaties 
with their people. Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah conquered all of Jordan by 
force, except Tabariyah (Tiberias) with whose people he made a 
peace treaty. Khalid took over the land of al-Biqa‘, and the people of 
Ba‘labak (Balbek) asked him for a peace treaty, and he wrote a 
document for them. 

1.2. The battle of Fihl 

The troops whose job it was to attack the city of Fihl headed 
towards the south. When they drew near to the city, the Byzantine 


Al-Handasah al-‘Askariyak, p. 195. 
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forces numbered nearly one hundred thousand, most of whom had 
come trom Homs and were joined by troops from other cities that had 
been defeated in previous battles. When the Muslim troops who were 
to besiege FiM under the leadership of ‘Ammar ibn Mukhshin 
reached the city, they were confrorited by the Byzantmes who dug 
ditches from Lake Tiberias and directed the water to the areas 
siUTOimding FiM with the aim of blocking the Muslim army, 
especially the cavahy. This is a tactic that is used nowadays against 
armoured vehicles. Thus the Muslim cavalry was blocked, and the 
Byzantines tumed this mud into a defensive line that protected Fihl 
even though it is located on a Aat plain. If this plain had been diy, the 
Muslims woidd have been able to attack the city easily, for they were 
the most able of people in Aghting desert battles. ‘Amarah ibn 
Mukhshin stopped and ordered his troops to besiege FiM instead of 
attacking it, due to the big difference in numbers between the forces 
and the ditHculty of attacking, as well as the inability to cross the 
water barrier that the Byzantines had created. So the Muslims limited 
themselves to imposing a siege on the city of Fihl in which the 
Byzantines were barricaded, until Abu ‘Ubaydah had completed the 
conquest of the capital Damascus and was able to bring his army to 
join the army of Abu al-A‘war as-Sulami, whereupon Abu ‘Ubaydah 
reorganized his troops in the following manner: 

*t* The vanguard under the leadership of Khalid ibn al-Waleed 

❖ The right Aank under the leadership of Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al- 

Jarrah 

❖ The left Aank imder the leadership of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 

❖ The cavahy under the leadership of Dirar ibn al-Azoor 

❖ The mfantiy under the leadership of ‘lyad ibn Ghanam 

❖ General command of the troops went to Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah, 

because the site of the battle was in the area that was under his 
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command. Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah took command then he 
organized the troops and supply lines, and set out a plan to 
keep them in an ongoing state of readiness, prepared to face 
emergencies at any moment of day or night.^^ 

The Muslim siege of Fihl lasted for a long time, and the 
Byzantines thought that they would be able to take the Muslims by 
surprise and launch a decisive attack on them by night. The 
Byzantines, led by Saqlab ibn MikhTaq, attacked the Muslims who 
rose up against them as one, beeause they were in a constant state of 
complete readiness. The battle lasted imtil daybreak and then went on 
all day, until night fell. When it grew dark, the Byzantines lled and 
their leader was Idlled. The MusUms set out in pursuit and drove 
them in their defeat to that muddy area tihat they had prepared for the 
Muslims. For the attaeking Byzantine army, chaos ensued, as the 
defeated troops fell into the water barrier that they themselves had 
made around FiW. The Muslims pursued them and none of them 
escaped except a few. The Byzantine force that had been besieged 
was utterly destroyed, after which the Muslims continued with their 
original plan, accorduig to which they sent Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah 
to Jordan and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As to Palestine. 

Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah and Khalid ibn al-Waleed set off 
for Homs, and when tbey reached Maij ar-Room tbere was a bloody 
battle in which the plain was strewn with the bodies of the slain. 
During this battle, the Muslims managed to apply an important 
principle of warfare when the Byzantme vanguard engaged the 
Muslim vanguard. When Toodhra realized that the vanguard of his 
army had engaged the Muslim army, he tumed around and headed 
towards Damascus. When the Muslims realized what was happening, 
they studied the situation and Abu ‘Ubaydah decided to send a force, 
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under the leadership of Khalid ibn al-Waleed, to chase Toodhra and 
attack him from behind, whilst Abu ‘Ubaydah stayed where he was, 
fighting the Byzantine troops. At the same time, the Muslim scouts 
managed to find out the direction in which Toodhra was heading, so 
the troops of Yazeed ibn Abi Sufiyan intercepted him. As soon as the 
Ĕghting staited between Toodhra and the troops of Yazeed ibn Abi 
SuAyan, Kh^id ibn al-Waleed launched a surprise attack on the 
Byzantines from behind, and the forces of Toodhra were utterly 
destroyed.^” 

1.3. The conquest of Bays^ and Tabariyah 

Abu ‘Ubaydah and Khalid, along with their troops, set off 
towards Homs as ordered by the caliph ‘Umar, and Abu ‘Ubaydah 
left Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah in charge of Jordan. Shurahbeel, 
accompanied by ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, went and lay siege to Baysan, 
where the people came out to fight him and he Idlled a large number 
of them, then they made a peace deal with him on the same terms as 
Damascus. He imposed the jizyah on them and the khardj on their 
lands. Abu al-A‘war as-Sulami did likewise with the people of 
Tabariyah.^^ 

1.4. The battle of Homs, 15 A.H. 

Abu ‘Ubaydah continued pursuing the Aeeing Byzantmes as 
far as Homs, where he lay siege to the city. He was joined by Khalid 
ibn al-Waleed and they intensified the siege, at a tim e of intense cold. 
The people of the city bore it patiently, hoping that the Mushms 
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would go away because of the intense cold, but tbe Sahdbah 
exhibited a great deal of patience. More than one commentator stated 
that among the Byzantines were those whose feet fell oflf in their 
leather boots, whilst the Sahdbah wore nothing on their feet but 
sandals, but no harm came to their feet or their toes. Some of Ihe 
elders of Homs suggested that they should make apeace deal, but the 
people rehised, saying, our king is nearby. It is said that one day the 
Sahdbah said a takbeer that shook the city, and there was an 
earthquake that cracked some of the walls. Then they said another 
takbeer and some of the houses coUapsed. The common folk came to 
their leaders and said, “Do you not see what has befallen us and the 
situation we are in? Why don’t you make a deal with these people on 
our behair?” So they made a peace deal on the same terms as 
Damascus, on tiie basis that they would give (to the Muslims) half of 
the houses, and the khardj would be paid on the land and the jizyah 
would be taken from individuals, according to their means. Abu 
‘Ubaydah sent the khums and the good hews of the conquest to 
‘Umar with ‘Abdidlah ibn Mas‘ood, and Abu ‘Ubaydah stayed in 
Homs with a huge army, along with a number of leaders such as Bilal 
and al-Miqdad. Abu ‘Ubaydah wrote to ‘Umar telling him that 
Heracbus had stopped the flow of water^^ to al-Jazeerah, and that the 
water appeared sometimes and disappeared sometimes. ‘Umar sent 
word to him telling him to stay where he was.^^ 

1.5. The battle of Qmnasreen 15 A.H. 

Abu ‘Ubaydah sent Khalid ibn al-Waleed to Qinnasreen^, and 
when he reached it, its people and the Christian Arabs who were with 


^ i.e., he had blocked the Euphrates to prevent it reaching al-Jazeerah. 
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them revolted against him. Khalid fought them in an intense battle, 
and killed many of them. As for the Byzantines who were there, he 
utterly destroyed them and kiUed their leader Minas. The Bedouin 
there apologized to him, saying that this fighting was not their idea; 
Khalid accepted their apology and left them alone. Then he headed 
towards the city where they had barricaded themselves and Khalid 
said to them: “Even if you were in the clouds, Allah would lift us up 
to you or bring you down to us. ” And he kept besieging them until 
Allah granted him victory. When ‘Umar heard of what Khalid had 
done in this battle, he said, “May Allah have mercy on Abu Bakr, for 
he had more knowledge of men than me. By Allah, I am not 
dismissing him because of suspicion, rather I fear that the people will 
come to depend on him.”^^ 

1.6. The battle of Caesarea 15 A.H. 

During the same year, ‘Uraar appointed Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi 
Sutiyan in charge of Caesarea^^, and wrote to him saying; “I have 
appointed you in charge of Caesarea; go there and seek the help of 
Allah against them, and say a great deal, ‘Ld hawla wa Id quwwata 
illa Billdh il- 'Aliy il- Adheem — there is no power and no strength 
except with AUah, the Most High, the Almighty.’ Allah is our Lord, 
our trust, our hope and our Helper, and He is the best of helpers and 
the best of supporters.” So he wentthere and besieged the city, and 
its people came out to fight on numerous occasions, the last of which 
was a battle in which they fought intensely and Mu‘awiyah strove 
hard against them, until Allah granted him victory over them. The 
fighting did not end until nearly eighty thousand of them had been 
killed, and the number was brought up to one hundred thousand with 
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those who fled from the battle. Mu‘awiyah sent news of the victoiy 
and the khums to the caliph ‘Umar 

Dr. ‘Abdur-Ratoan ash-Shuja‘ tbtinks that the cities of Syria 
feU to the Mujdhideen one after another because the Byzantmes were 
so low in morale that they never thought of resisting. So the cities of 
Beirut, Sidon, Nablus, Lod, Aleppo, and Antioch all fell. Caesarea 
was the last of the cities of S^ria to be conquered at the hands of 
Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi SuAyan, and that took place after the conquest of 
Jerusalem.^^ 

1.7. The conquest of Jerusalem 16 A.H. 

There was a Byzantine leader in charge of Palestine who was 
called the Artaboon, i.e., the senior commander who was second in 
command to the Emperor. This man was the cratliest and most 
brilliant of the Byzantmes, with the deepest insight and the most 
treacherous nature. He had put a large number of troops in Ramlah 
and AeeUa’ (Jemsalem)^^, and ‘Amr ibn al-‘As wrote to ‘Umar 
informing him of that and asking him for advice and mstmctions. 
‘Umar said his famous words; “We have sent against the Artaboon of 
the Byzantines the Artaboon of the Arabs. Let us see how things will 
work out.”''^ And he meant it, for botih leaders were the smartest 
among their people. The second battle of Ajnadayn in 15 A.H., in 
which ‘ Amr defeated the Byzantmes, paved the way to Palestine.'*^ 
The battle of Jemsalem began before the second battle of Ajnadayn 
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when the Artahoon of the Byzantines sent a large number of troops to 
both Aeelia’ and ar-Ramlah, as we stated above, in case of any attack 
by the Muslims under the leadership of ‘Amr ihn al-‘As on these two 
cities, which were the most important cities in Palestine; ar-Ramlah 
was the capital of Palestine, and Aeelia’ was its largest city and 
between the two there was a distance of eighteen miles.'^^ The 
Byzantines in Aeelia’ were govemed by the Artaboon himself, who 
had Aed there with the remnants of his army after the defeat at 
Ajnadayn. Their govemor in ar-Ramlah was at-Tadhariq.'*^ These are 
the most important stages in the Muslim conquest of Jemsalem: 

1.7.1. Distractiitg the enemy 

The plan of the caliph ‘Umar was to distract the Byzantmes 
from ‘ Amr in Palestine until victory was aehieved against their troops 
in Ajnadayn, so that after that the Muslims could concentrate on 
conquering Jemsalem and the rest of S}Tia. He ordered Mu‘awiyah to 
go with his cavalry to Caesarea, to distract its ganison from ‘Amr. 
‘ Amr himself followed a plan that was similar to the caliph’s plan. He 
sent ‘Alqamah ibn Hakeem al-Firasi and Masrooq ibn Fulan al- 
Makki at the head of a detachment to distract the Byzantine garrison 
in Aeelia’; they went to Aeelia’ and distracted the troops there from 
‘Amr.^ Then he sent Abu Ayyoob al-Maliki at the head of another 
detachment to distract the Byzantine garrison in ar-Ramlah. As soon 
as remforcements reached ‘ Amr, he sent Muhatnmad ibn ‘Amr with 
reinforcements to the troops who were confronting the garrison of 
Aeelia’, and he sent ‘Ammarah ibn ‘Amr ibn Uma^tyah ad-Pumari 
with reinforcements to the troops who were confronting the garrison 
of ar-Ramlah. He himself stayed in Ajnada^m, awaiting the decisive 
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battle with Artaboon. In the meantime, the ganison of Aeelia’ was 
trying to ward off the Muslims from the city walls, and the Bghting 
intensified around the holy city, whilst the Muslims and Byzantines 
were mobilizing to fight in AjnMayn. The battle of Ajnadayn was 
intense"*^, and at-Tabari says concemiag it: “They — the Muslims 
and the Byzantines — fought a battle that was as iierce as the battle of 
al-Yarmook, imtil many of them were killed."^® It was a showdown 
between the Arlaboon of the Arabs and the Arlaboon of the 
Byzantines in Ajnadayn. The Roman general was defeated and fled 
with his troops to seek protection within the walls of the holy city, 
and the Muslims gave them time to enter the city.”^’ At-T^hari states 
that ‘AIqamah, Masrooq, Muhammad ibn ‘Amr and Abu Ayyoob all 
joined ‘Amr in Ajnadayn, and ‘Amr marched with his entire army to 
Aeelia’ to lay siege to it."^* 

The Muslims gathered, under the leadership of ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As, around Aeeha’, and ‘Amr lay siege to the city. The city was weU 
fortified, and al-Waqidi describes the walls of the city as being 
fortified with catapults, swords, shields, and chain mail. He states 
that the fighting began after a three-day siege, when the Muslims 
advanced towards the walis of the city and the garrison rained down 
arrows upon them, from which they protected themselves with tiieir 
shields. The Aghting lasted from moming until sunset, and continued 
in this manner for a number of days. Then on the eleveath day, Abu 
‘Ubaydah came to the Muslims, accompanied by Khalid and ‘ Abdur- 
Ratoan ibn Abi Bakr, and the Muslim cavalty and the champions of 
the people of Tawheed^^ which caused panic in the people of Aeelia’. 
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The siege went on for foiir months, and there was no day on which 
Ĕerce tighting did not t^e place. The Muslims bore the cold, snow 
and rain with patience^®, until the Byzantines despaired of resisting 
the Muslim siege of their city. The Patriarch Sophronius decided to 
stage a tinal attempt, and wrote a letter to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, the 
commander of the Muslim army, urging him to lift the siege because 
it was impossible for him to oecupy tiie city.^* 

1.7.2. Surrender 

The Byzantine Artaboon wrote to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As saying: 
“You are my triend and my counterpart; your position among yom 
people is like my position among my people. By AUah, you will not 
conquer any part of Palestine after Ajnadayn, so go back and do not 
be deceived, lest you be defeated like those who came before you.”^^ 
‘Amr wrote back to him, saying: “I am the one who is going to 
conquer this land.” He sent the letter with a messenger and ordered 
him to teU him of the response of Artaboon. When Artaboon read the 
letter of ‘ Amr he laughed at what was written in it and said, “The one 
who is going to conquer al-Maqdis is a man called ‘Umar.” The 

messenger told ‘Amr what he had heard from Artaboon, and ‘Amr 
knew that the man whom Artaboon had mentioned was the caliph.^^ 
He wrote to the caliph telling him what al-Artaboon had said, that no 
one would conquer the city but him, and asking him for advice, 
sa^dng, “I am dealing with a very difficult situation and this land has 
been saved for you to deal with, sb what do you think?”^"* After 
consulting others, the caliph set out for Syria with reinfoTcements, 
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after appointing ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (^) in chaige of Madeenah in his 
absence. He camped at al-Jabiyah, where the people of Aeelia’ came 
to him and made a treaty with him on the basis that they would pay 
the jizyah, and they opened the city to him.^^ 

1.7.3. Different reports conceming who besieged 
Jerusalem and examination thereot 

At-Tabari narrated more than one report conceming the siege 
of Jemsalem which say that the one who besieged it was ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As. Another report says that the reason why ‘Umar came to Syria 
was that Ahu ‘Ubaydah was besieging Jemsalem and its people 
asked him to make a peace deal with them along the same lines as the 
peaee deals with other cities of Syria, and that the one who drew up 
the treaty should be ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. So he wrote to ‘Uraar, 
telling him about that, and he came ^ 0 ^ Madeenah after appointing 
‘Ali in charge of it in his absence, bringing reinforcements for the 
troops in Syria. 

Ibn al-Atheer narrated two reports that were very similar to the 
reports narrated by at-Tabari.^^ Al-Waqidi attributed the siege of 
Jemsalem, including the consultation with the caliph ‘Umar ( 4 ^) 
and the negotiation with the Byzantme garrison, to Abu ‘Ubaydah. 
He states that Abu ‘Ubaydah sent thirty-five thousand warriors to 
Bayt al-Maqdis imder the leadership of seven commanders, each 
commander leading five thousand men. They were: Khalid ibn al- 
Waleed, Yazeed ibn Abi Sufiyan, Shurahbeel ibn Hasanah, al-Mirqal 
ibn Hashim ibn Abi Waqqas, al-Musayyib ibn Najiyah al-Fazari, 
Qays ibn Hubayrah al-Muradi and ‘Urwah ibn al-Muhallal ibn 
yazeed. He sent them on seven consecutive days, one commander 
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per day, then he joined them a few days after hghting broke out 
between them and the garrison of the city.^^ Al-Waqidi went turther 
than that and said that the people of Aeelia’ came to Abu ‘Ubaydah 
offering to let him enter the city peacbhilly, on condition that the 
treaty be done by the caliph of the Muslims, ‘Umar, then he 
mentioned a report that is similar to the report narrated by at-Tabari 
and Ibn al-Atheer, adding that Abu ‘Ubaydah wrote to the caliph 
telUng him what had happened. The caliph came to Bayt al-Maqdis 
and camped by the city walls, and the Patriarch came out to meet him, 
and said; “By AUah, this is the one whose description we fmd in our 
books, the one at whose hands our land will be conquered.”^® Then 
he went back to his people and told them, and they came rushing out, 
having suHered greatly during the siege, and opened the gate. They 
came out to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and asked him for a peace treaty 
and protection, and agreeing to pay the jizyah to him.^^ We regard 
this report of al-Waqidi’s as unlikely to be true, because we believe 
that whilst ‘Amr ibn al-‘As was besieging Jerusalem, his felIow 
Muslim commanders, afler al-Yarmook, Damascus and FiM, were 
travelling all over Syria, aehieving victories. Abu ‘Ubaydah, 
accompanied by Khalid ibn al-Waleed, conquered Homs, Hama, 
Qinnasreen and Aleppo, then he fotlowed the coastal route south and 
took control of Antioch, Latakia and ‘ Arqah. Ya^eed ibn Abi Suriyan 
seized control of the coastal route from Beirut to Sidon, and north 
from ‘Asqallan to Tyre.^® But al-Baladhuri notes m a report that ‘Amr 
ibn al-‘As is the one who besieged Jerusalem after the conquest of 
Rafah, and that Abu ‘Ubaydah came and joined him after conquering 
Qiimasreen and its environs, in 16 A.H. He was the one who besieged 
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Aeelia’, and Aeelia’ is the city of Bayt al-Maqdis (i.e., Jerusalem).^^ 
The people of Aeelia’ asked Abu ‘Ubaydah for safety and a peace 
deal along the same lines as the peace deals with other cities of Syria, 
on condition that the peaee deal with made with ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab himselt Abu ‘Ubaydah wrote to the ealiph telling him of 
that, and ‘Umar came and camped in al-Jabiyah, near Damascus, then 
travelled to Aeelia’, where he entered into a peace deal with its 
people. The conquest of Aeelia’ took place in 17 A.H. Al-Baladhuri 
then adds that there was another report conceming the conquest of 
Aeelia’®^, but we believe the first report which was narrated by at- 
Tabari to be more likely. This report says that the siege of Jerusalem 
was carried out by ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, and not by Abu ‘Ubaydah. We 
think that it is not unhkely that Abu ‘Ubaydah joined the caliph 
‘Umar in al-Jabiyah for consultations conceming the conquest, 
seeing that he was the commander in chief of the Muslim artnies in 
Syria, especially since we know tihat Abu ‘Ubaydah was the second 
one, after Yazeed, to meet the caliph when he arriyed in al-Jabiyah 
and summoned all the commanders of the troops in Syria^^ for a 
consultation. Abu ‘Ubaydah was present, along with Yazeed, 
Shurahbeel and tiie senior Muslim commanders in Syria, and the 
treaty and guarantee of safety was drawn up, and the city was handed 
over.“ But Abu ‘Ubaydah did not witness this treaty as ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As, ‘Abdur-Ratoan ibn ‘Awf, Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufiyan and 
Khalid ibn abWaleed did, as is indicated by the text of the document 
itself, and we have no other explanation for that than the fact that Abu 
‘Ubaydah was not the commander of the army that besieged the city, 
rather the commander was ‘Amr.^^ 
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1.7.4. The text of the doamient 

There tollows the text of the treaty as it was narrated by at- 
Tabari; 

“In the name of AUah the Most Gracious, the Most Merciiul, This is 
what the servant of Allah, ‘Umar, the Ameer al-Mu’mmeen, has 
granted to the people of Aeelia’ of security: He has granted them 
security for themselves, their possessions, their churches and crosses, 
their sick and healthy and all their co-religionists. Their churches 
shall not be taken for residence and shall not be demolished, nothing 
shall be damaged fi-om them or Irom their surroundings, nor shall 
their crosses be remoyed or anything taken S^om their property. They 
shall not be harassed because oftheir religion, and none of them shall 
be harmed. No Jew will be aUowed to live with them in Aeelia’. 

The people of AeeUa’ will have to pay Jizyah as the inhabitants of 
other cities pay. They have to expel firom Aeelia’ the Byzantines and 
thieves. Those of them who leave shall have security for the m selyes 
and their belongings until they reach a place of safety, but anyone 
ti^om among them who wants to stay in Aeelia’ shall be safe provided 
they pay the Jizyah like the people of AeeUa’. 

If any of the people of Aeelia’ want to leave with the Byzantines and 
take their belongings with them, they and their churches and crosses 
shall be safe imtil they reach a place of safety. Any of the people of 
the land who were in Aeelia’ before the slaying of its last leader shall 
have the option of either staying, provided they pay ih.Qjizyah Uke the 
people of AeeUa’ or if they so wish, they will be allowed to leave 
with the Byzantines or go back to their original homes. No jizyah will 
be collected firom them until they are able to pay it. 

The protnise of Allah, may He be exalted, His Messenger (^), the 
Khaleefah, and the beUevers is therefore given to abide by the terms 
of this treaty as long as the people pay the jizyah. 
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Witnessed by: Khalid ibn al-Waleed, ‘ Amr ibn al-‘As, ‘Abdur- 
Rahman ibn ‘Awf, and Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufiyan. Written in the 
year 15 A.H.”^® 

Important lessons 

The sacrificial attitude ofWdthilah ibn aTAsqa' (^) 

Wathilah said: “... I heard the squeaking of the gate of al- 
Jabiyah, which was one of the gates of Damascus, so I waited, then I 
saw a huge cavalry. I waited for awhile, then I mshed at them, saying 
takbeer, and they thought that they were surrounded, so they fled 
back to the city, abandoning their leader. I ran h im through and threw 
him from his nag, then I grabbed the reins of the nag and ran. They 
tumed around and when they saw that I was alone, they followed me. 
I ran a horseman through with my spear and killed him , then another 
came close and I killed him too. Then I came to Khalid ibn al-Waleed 
and told him, and there was a leader of the ByzantLnes with him, 
seeking safety for the people of Damascus.^^ 

The mission of Mu'ddh ibn Jabal to tke 
Byzantines just before the battle of Fihl 

Afler skirmishes between the Muslims and the Byzantines, 
just before the battle of Fihl, the Byzantines sent word to the MusUms 
asking them to send a man to them, “So that we may ask him what 
you want and are asking for and calling to, and we may tell him what 
we want.” So Abu ‘Ubaydah sent Mu‘adh ibn Jabal al-Ansari to 
them as an envoy, to negotiate on behalf of the Muslims. The 
Byzantines prepared to welcome him, bringing out their most 
beautitul adomments and most lethal weapons. They spread the most 
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costly and dazzlmg carpets and cushions on the ground, to distract 
Mu‘adh fi'om what he had come for, or to terrily and discourage him. 
But he surprised them with his disdain for their adomments and his 
reiusal of all kinds of temptation, and with his humihty and 
asceticism. Indeed, he took advantage of the situation and used it as a 
weapon against thĕ Byzantines. He held on to the reins of his horse 
and rehised to hand them to the Byzantine slave. He also reiused to 
sit in the place that the Byzantines had prepared for him, saying, “I 
will not sit on these cushions that you enjoy at the expense of your 
weak ones. ” He sat on the ground and said, “I am one of the slaves of 
Allah and I sit on the ground of AUah. I wiU not enjoy anything of the 
wealth of Allah to the exclusion of my brothers.”** 

A discussion took place between them, in which they asked 
him about Islam and he answered them. They asked him about the 
Prophet of Allah ‘Eesa (^) and he recited to them the verse in which 
Allah (f|) says; 

^Yerily, the likeness of ‘Eesa [Jesus] before Allah is the likeness of 
Adam. He created him fiom dust, then [He] said to him, ‘Be!’ — and 
he was.l* (Qur’an 3: 59) 

He explained to them what the Muslims wanted from them, and he 
recited to ttiem the verse: 

40’ you who believe! Eight those of the disbelievers who are close to 
you, and let them find harshness in you...^ (Qur’an 9: 123) 

They told him that the reason why the Mushms had been 
victorious over the Persians was the death of their king, (and said); 
“The king of the Byzantines is alive and his troops are innumerable.” 
He said to them, “Your king is Heraclius but our King is Allah, and 
our commander is a man from among i^. If he treats us in accordance 
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with the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of our Prophet, we will 
approve of hitn, but if he does otherwise, we will dismiss him He 
does not isolate hiniself frora us and he is not arrogant and does not 
act superior to us.”^’ As for their large numhers, he responded by 
reciting to them the verse: 

i... How often a small group overcame a mighty host by Allah’s 
Leave? And Allah is with as-Sdbiroon [the patient].^ (Qur’an 2: 249) 

When the Byzantines failed to inAuence Mu‘adh onmdermine 
his confidence with the adomments and show that they had prepared, 
they came back to reality and oSered him a peace deal, whereby they 
would give al-Balqa’ and its environs to the Muslims. Mu‘adh 
informed them that he was not the Muslim leader, and that their 
options were either to become Mushm or to pay the jizyah or to fight. 
They got angry and said, “Go back to your companions, and we hope 
that soon we will capture you and put you m chains.” Mu‘adh said, 
“No way. By Allah you will have to kill us aU, or we shall chase you 
out, humiliated.” Then he went away.™ During this mission, Mu‘Mh 
exhibited a military and political character, callmg the people to 
Islam and re&ting the arguments of his opponents, exposing their 
faults and their arrogant treatment of their own people, reminding 
them of the teachings of their own religion aod calling them to Islam. 
As for their exaggerations and attempts at psychological warfare, he 
repelled them by referring to reality, with no exaggeration or scare- 
mongering. Then he went back to his leaders, who approved of 
eyerything that he had done and said to the Byzantmes.^^ The 
Muslims always called their opponents to Islam before the righting 
began. 
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The attitude of 'Ubddah ihn as-Sdmit 
during the conquest of Caesarea 

‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit was on the right flank of the Muslim 
army during the siege of Caesarea. He exhorted his troops and called 
on them to check on themselves and beware of sin. Then he led an 
attack in which many of the Byzantmes were killed, but he did not 
manage to achieve his goal. He went back to the place from which he 
had set out and urged his companions to fight, expressing his 
astonishment that he had not managed to achieve the aims of this 
attack. He said: “O’ people of Islam, I was one of the youngest of 
those who came to give the oath of allegiance, and I have been one of 
the longest-lived. Allah has decreed that I should remain alive until I 
fight this enemy with you... By the One in Whose hand is my soul, I 
have never launched an attack with a group of beUevers against a 
group of mushrikeen but they fled from us and Allah caused us to 
prevail. What is wrong with you that you attacked these people but 
did not cause them to flee?”^^ Then he explained to them what he 
feared for them and said, “By Allah, I fear two things for you: that 
you may have stolen from the war booty, and that you may not have 
been sincere towards Allah when you attacked them. He urged his 
companions to seek martyrdom sincerely, and told them that he 
would be in the forefront and would never retum to his place, until 
Allah granted him victory or blessed him with martyrdom.^'* When 
the Muslims and Byzantines met, ‘Ubadcdi dismounted and started 
marching towards the enemy. When ‘Umayr ibn Sa‘d al-Ansari saw 
him, he caUed the Muslims and told them what their leader had done, 
and urged them to foIlow his example. Then they fought the 
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Byzaatines until they defeated them and made them flee to their 
fortress7^ 

Umm Hakeem bint al~Hdrith ibn Hishdm 
in the battle qf Marj as-Sufr 

Umm Hakeem bint al-Harith ibn Hisham was married to 
‘Ikrimah ibn Abi Jahl, who was killed during one of the battles of 
Syria7® She obseived the ‘iddah of four months and ten days, then 
Yazeed ibn Abi Suhyan proposed to her, but Khalid ibn Sa‘eed had 
sent word to her hinting at marriage. She got engaged to Khalid ibn 
Sa‘eed, and he married her. When the Muslims camped in Maij as- 
Sult — and Khalid had been present at Ajnadayn, Fihl and Maij as- 
Safr — he wanted to spend the wedding night with Umm Hakeem. 
She said, “Why don’t you delay it until this battle is over?” but 
Khalid said: “I have a teeling that I will be ki lled. ” She said, “It is up 
to you.” So he spent the wedding night with her at the bridge in as- 
Safr, hence the bridge became known as the Bridge of Umm 
Hakeem. And he gave a wedding feast for her and invited his 
companions to come and eat. When they had tinished eating, the 
Byzantines drew up ranks and Khalid ibn Sa‘eed went out for single 
combat and was killed. Umm Hakeem tied up her garments and went 
out, ready to fight, still with traces of periume on her. They fought a 
fierce battle at the river, and both sides endured with patience, 
eschanging blows with their swords. On that day, Umm Hakeem 
killed seven men with the pole of the tent in which she had spent her 
wedding night with Khalid.^’ 
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Caesar the king of the Byzantmes Uds /arewell to Syria 

In 15 A.H. (or it was said, in 16 A.H.^^ Heraclius retreated 
with his troops, leaving Syria and heading for Byzantium.^^ Every 
time Heraclius came on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and left it, he 
would say, “Parewell, O’ Syria, I bid you farewell but I still have not 
had my fill of you and I shaU retum.” But when he decided to flee 
£rom Syria and reached ar-Ruha^®, he asked its people to accompany 
him to Byzantium and they said, “If we stay here it will be better for 
you than if we go with you.” So he left them and when he reached 
Shimshat*^, he chmbed up onto high ground there, tumed towards 
Jerusalem and said: ‘Tarewell, O’ Syria, after which we will neyer 
meet again.”®^ Then Heraclius went and settled in Constantinople. 
He asked one of his foliowers, who had been held captive by the 
Muslims, ‘Tell me about these people.” He said, “I shall tell you so 
that it is as if you can see them. They are knights by day and monks 
by night. They do not take an^tthing unlawfully, they do not enter a 
place exeept by giving the greeting of saldm, and they destroy utterly 
anyone who fights them.” Heraclius said, “If whatyou aretelling me 
is true, then will take control of the land that is beneath my feet.”*^ 

Allah has honoured you with Islam 

When ‘Umar ( 4 ^) came to Syria, riding on his donkey with 
his feet dangling on one side, Abu ‘Ubaydah said to him: “O’ Ameer 
al-Mu 'mineen, now you are going to meet the leaders of the people. ” 
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‘Umar said: “Allah has honoured you with Islam; to the extent 
that you seek honour elsewhere, you will be humiliated.”*"^ 

His speech in al~Jabiyah when ke arrived in Syria 

‘Umar gave a speech in al-Jabiyah and said: “The Messenger 
of Allah (^) stood as I am standing now and said, ‘Be kind to my 
Companions, then those who come after them, then those who come 
after them. Then there will come people who will swear an oath 
before being asked to do so, and will give testimony before being 
asked to do so. Whoever among you would like to attain the centre of 
Paradise, let him adhere to the jamd ‘ah (the main body of Muslims), 
for the Shaytdn is with one, but he is fiuther away from two. No man 
is alone with a woman but the Shaytdn is Ihe third one present. 
Whoever among you feels happy when he does a good deed and feels 
bad when he does a bad deed is a believer.’”^^ 

This world has changed us all except you, O' Ahu 'Ubaydah 

When ‘Umar (^;^) came to Syria, he said to Abu ‘Ubaydah 

“Let us go to your house.” He said, “What will you do at my 
house? All you will do is weep for mel ” He entered the house and did 
not see anything. He said, “Where is your huniture? I do not see 
anything but a saddle, a plate and a waterskin, and you are the 
govemor! Do you have any food?” Abu ‘Ubaydah went to a basket 
and took out some pieces of bread. ‘Umar wept and Abu ‘Ubaydah 
said to him, “I told you that you would weep for me, O’ Ameer al- 
Mu’mineen. Whatever gets you to your destination is enough.” 
‘Umar said, “This world has changed us all except you, O’ Abu 
‘Ubaydah.”^^ Adh-Dhahabi commented on this incident, saying: 
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“This, by Allah, is true asceticism; it is notthe asceticism of one who 
is utterly destitute.”^^ 

According to a report narrated from Hisham ibn ‘Urwah, his 
father said: “ ‘Umar came to Syria, and was met by the commanders 
of the troops and the leaders of the local people. ‘Umar asked, 
“Where is my brother?” They said, “Who?” He said, “Abu 
‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah.” They said, “He is coming now.” He came 
on a camel and greeted him with saldm, then he said to the people, 
“Leave us alone.” He walked with him until he came to his house, 
then he stayed with him, and he did not see anything in his house 
except his sword, shield and saddle.®* 

Comments on the treaty with the people of Jerusalem 

The treaty document which was drawn up by ‘Umar 
bears tme testimony to the fact that Islam is a religion of tolerance 
and not a religion of compulsion. It bears testimony that the Muslims 
treated the Christians in Jemsalem in a manner that had not even 
crossed their minds. ‘Umar — who was the conqueror — could have 
imposed on them whatever he wanted and forced them to do 
whatever he wanted, but he did not do that, because he was 
representing Islam, and Islam does not force anyone to enter it, and it 
does not accept faith from anyone unless they believe voluntariIy and 
in submission to Allah, for faith is not soraething that can be forced 
on people, because it is an action of the heart, and no one knows the 
innermost secrets of the heart except Allah, may He be glorified. A 
person may appear to you outwardly to be a believer when that is not 
the case, and such a person may cause more harm to the believers 
than those who outwardly show their disbelief and atheism. Hence 
the Muslims prefer to give people freedom of worship, and guarantee 
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the safety of everything that is dear to them, so that they may live 
under the protection of the Muslims, paying the jizyah in retum for 
that protection. In the shade of this peacetul and quiet life, living 
together under the protection and justice of the Muslims, the non- 
Muslims will see at close hand the beauty, tolerance, faimess and 
justice of Islam, and will see the traths that had been hidden from 
them because they were far away from it. At that point they will enter 
the religion of Allah in crowds, as happened in eveiy land which was 
conquered by the Muslims, where they granted safety to the people.*^ 

'Umar prays in al-Masjid al~Aqsa 

Abu Salamah said: Abu Sinan told me that ‘Ubayd ibn Adam 
said: “I heard ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab say to Ka‘b, ‘Where do you thiok 
I should pray?’ He said, ‘If I were you, I would pray behind the Rock, 
then all of Jerusalem will be before you.’ ‘Umar said, ‘This is like the 
Jewish way. No, I will pray where the Messenger of AUah (^) 
prayed.’ So he went forward towards the giblah and prayed. Then he 
came and spread his cloak and cleared away the garbage with his 
cloak, and the people did likewise.^® 

Ibn Taymiyah said: “Al-Masjid al-Aqsa is the name of the 
entire mosque. Some people have started to use the name al-Aqsa for 
the prayer-place which was built by ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab at the 
front. Praying in this place that ‘Umar built is better than praying 
anywhere else in the rest of the mosque. When ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab 
conquered Jerusalem, there was a huge garbage dump on the rock, 
because the Christians used to deUberately treat it in a disrespectlul 
manner, to annoy the Jews who used to pray in that direction. ‘Umar 
issued orders that the filth be removed, and said to Ka‘b, “Where do 
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you think we should huild the prayer-place of the Muslims?” He 
said, “Behind the Rock.” ‘Umar said, “O’ son of a Jewish woman, 
you are inAuenced by the Jews! Rather I shall build it at the front, for 
the front part of the mosque is ours.”^^ 

This is another example of the brilliant attitude of ‘Umar, 
which proves in a practical way that Islam respects all the divmely- 
revealed religions and respects all the holy places, without exception. 
This Rock, from which ‘Umar removed tihe dirt and filth with his own 
hands and carried it away in his cloak to cleanse it, was the qiblah 
(direction of prayer) of the Jews, and the Rock which was venerated 
by them because it was where God had spoken to Jacob — according 
to their beliefs. Similarly ‘Umar adopted a brilliant attitude towards 
the Christians when he allowed them freedom of belief and 
guaranteed safety for their crosses and churches. He did not withhold 
this attitude from the Jews either, despite the crimes that they had 
committed against the Muslims, as he removed the dirt from the Rock 
and took care to show his respect towards it.^^ 

A Byzantine attempt to re-occupy Homs 

The spies of Abu ‘Ubaydah came to him and told him that the 
Byzantmes had gatihered and Heraclius had addressed them and sent 
them in his direction. Abu ‘Ubaydah decided to tell this news from 
his troops, and he called the leaders of the MusUms, and the 
prominent and righteous among them, together to consult them and 
hear their opinions.^^ Mu‘adh ibn Jabal al-Ansaii thought that they 
should not withdraw, and he said, “Are the Byzantines seeking to do 
to their enemy something more harmful than what you want to do to 
yourselves? Will you give to them a land that Allah enabled you to 
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conquer where their heroes were killed and their troops defeated? By 
Allah, if you want to go back after having left it, you will find it very 
difficult.” Abu ‘Uhaydah said, “He has spoken smcerely and has 
spoken the truth, by Allah.”^'^ But events took a difierent tum, and 
the Muslims gave back to the people of Homs what they had 
collected A^om them. Abu ‘Ubaydah ordered Habeeb ibn Maslamah, 
“Give back to the local people with whom we made a treaty what we 
took irom them, for we should not take anything Irom them if we do 
not protect them.” And he said to them, “We are bound by the same 
terms between us and you, and we will not retract anything so long as 
you do not do so. The only reason why we are retuming your weallh 
to you is that we do not want to take your wealth when we cannot 
protect your land. We are simply moving to some other land and 
sending for our brothers to come to us, then we will face our enemy 
and fight. If Allah causes us to prevail, then we will fulfil our 
coveaant with you, unless you change your minds.” The next day, 
Abu ‘Ubaydah ordered the Mushm army to march to Damascus, and 
Habeeb ibn Maslamah called the people fi*om whom he had taken the 
jizyah and retumed their wealth to them. He told them what Abu 
‘Ubaydah had said, and the people of Homs started saying, “May 
Allah bring you back to us, and may Allah curse the Byzantines who 
used to rule over us. By Allah, they would not have retumed anything 
to us, rather they would have conSscated it and taken whatever they 
could of our wealth. Your mle and justice are dearer to us than the 
oppression that we used to sufFer.”®^ 

Abu ‘Ubaydah sent Sufiyan ibn ‘Awf to ‘Umar on the night of 
the withdrawal fi-om Homs to Damascus, saying, “Go to the ealiph 
and give him my saldm, and tell him what you have seen and what 
the spies have told us, and what you know of the large numbers of the 
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enemy, and what the Muslims have decided to do, namely 
withdraw.” And he wrote a letter to send with him, in which he said: 
“My spies have come to me from the land of my enemy, from the 
town in which the king of the Byzantines was, and they told me that 
the Byzantines are heading towards us and have gathered against us 
in huge numbers that they never gathered against any army before us. 
I summoned the Muslims and told them the news, and I consulted 
with them. They agreed to withdraw from them until we heard your 
opinion. I am sending to you a man who has knowledge of what is 
happening here, so ^k him whatever you want, for he is 
knowledgeable about that and he is trusted by us. We seek the help of 
Allah the Almighty and AU-Knowing, He is sufficient for us and is 
the best disposer of afiairs.”^^ 

The brilliant war plan drawn up hy 'Umar 
to save Abu 'Ubaydah (^) 

When the news reached ‘Umar, he wrote to Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas saying; “Send some troops with al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr, 
and send them straightaway, on the day when this letter reaches you, 
to Homs, for Abu ‘Ubayddi is in danger.” ‘Umar had prepared a 
reserve cavalry in every region in the event of a sudden outbreak of 
war. In Koofah there were four thousand horses, with which Sa‘d 
equipped the army that he sent to Syria. ‘Umar also wrote to Sa‘d, 
“Send Suhayl ibn ‘Adiyy to al-Jazeerah with the troops, and let him 
go to ar-Raqqah, for the people of al-Jazeerah are the ones who 
incited the Byzantines against the people of Homs. And send 
‘ Abdullah ibn ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utban to Naseebeen, and let them clear 
Harran and ar-Raha of the presence of any enemies. And send al- 
Waleed ibn ‘Uqbah wilh the Arabs of al-Jazeeiah from (the tribes of) 
Rabee‘ah and Tunookh. And send ‘lyad, and when Aghting breaks 
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out, let them all come under the command of ‘lyad ibn Ghanam.” 

Al-Qa‘qa‘ set out with four thousand men on the day the letter 
arriyed, and headed towards Homs. ‘lyad ibn Ghanam and the 
leaders of al-Jazeerah set out and headed towards the goals they were 
seeking. ‘Umar set out fi-om Madeenah to help Abu ‘Ubaydah, 
heading towards Homs until he stopped in al-Jabiyah. The people of 
al-Jazeerah who were participating in the siege of Homs with the 
Byzantines found out that the army had set out Irom Iraq, and they 
did not know whether they were heading for Homs or their own lands 
in al-Jazeerah, so they scattered, going back to their lands and their 
brethren, and they left the Byzantines facing the battle on their own. 
When Abu ‘Ubaydah saw that the Byzantines’ supporters from al- 
Jazeerah had let them down, he consulted Edialid with a view to 
going out and Ĕghting them, and Khalid advised him to do that. So 
they went out and fought them, and Allah granted them victory. Al- 
Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr came with the people of Koofah three days afl;er the 
battle, and ‘Umar came to al-Jabiyah, and they wrote to him, tellmg 
him of the victory and the arrival of reinforcements three days after 
the victory, and asking him about the ruling on dividing the booty. He 
wrote to them telling them; “Give them (the reinforcem6nts) a share, 
for they were coming to help you, and your enemy scattered because 
of them.”^^ And he said, “May Allah reward the people of Koofah 
with good, for they take care of their own land and they send 
reiidtorcements to other regions too.”^® 

If we study this bril li ant war plan which was drawn up by 
‘Umar to coniuse the enemy and scatter them, we will see the miUtary 
genius of‘Umar. He ordered that a swift army be sent firom Koofah to 
Homs to undertake the rescue mission, and he himself set out with an 
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army from Madeenah. All of Ihis appears to be something normal, 
but the amazing aspect is the fact that he ordered an army to be sent to 
the land of the enemy tighters, to force them to leave the battletield 
and retum to their land in order to defend it. This plan succeeded and 
they scattered and it then became easy for the Muslims to finish ofiF 
the Byzantines.^^ 

The conquest of aTJazeerah (Mesopotamia), 17 A.H. 

We have stated above that the Byzantmes and the people of al- 
Jazeerah attacked Homs and besieged Abu ‘Ubaydah and the 
Muslims who were in the city. ‘Umar sent word to Sa‘d ibn Abi 
Waqqas, ordering him to send an army Irom Koofah as 
reinforcenients to the people of Homs, and to send an army to al- 
Jazeerah. Sa‘d sent an army Ĕ^om Koofah under the leadership of al- 
Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr at-Tameemi, and he sent annies to al-Jazeerah, aU of 
them under the leadership of‘lyad ibn Ghanam ( 4 ^). These armies 
set out for al-Jazeerah. Suhayl ibn ‘Adiyy followed the Euphrates 
route until he reached ar-Raqqah, where he lay siege to them, and 
they found themselyes caught between two Muslim forces, in Iraq 
and Syria, so they made a peace deal with them. ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Utban foUowed the Tigris route until he reached 
Naseebeen, where the people made a peace deal as the people of ar- 
Raqqah had done. When the people of ar-Raqqah and Naseebeen 
submitted, ‘lyad got Suhayl and ‘Abdullah to join bim, and took 
them all to Harran, conquering all the cities on the way. When they 
reached Harran, the people hastened to submit and agreed to pay the 
jiiyah. Then he sent ‘Abdull^ and Suhayl to ar-Ruha and make them 
agree to pay the Jizyah. Thus all of al-Jazeerah was conquered by 
peacetul means, and it was the easiest of lands to conquer.^®*’ 
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2. The Conquests of Egypt and Libya 

The Muslims had strong motives for conquermg Egypt. There 
was the faith which they wanted to spread eveiywhere, and Egypt 
was also connected to Palestine, so it was natural that after 
conquering Palestine, the Muslims would tum their attention to 
Egypt. The Muslims had split the Byzantine Empire into two parts 
which were connected only by sea, when they overtook Syria. In 
Egypt and North Airica there were Byzantme troops and outposts, 
and Byzantium had a powertul navy at sea, but the Muslims would 
not be able to feel secure in Syria whilst Egypt remained under 
Byzantine control. Egypt was rich land, the source of 
Constantinople’s food supply. If the Muslims conquered it, that 
would greatly weaken the inAuence of Byzantium and the Muslims 
in Syria and the Hijaz would feel secure because otherwise it was too 
easy for the Byzantines to reach the Hijaz by way of Egypt.^®^ 

Another factor was that the Coptic Egyptians themselves were 
sulTering ti^om persecution at the hands of the Byzantines, who hved 
in Egypt only in fortified military outposts. Why not make the most 
of this opportunity, especially since news of the Muslims’ justice had 
aheady reached Egypt?^”^ As for the Byzantine troops themselves, 
fear must have seized them^°^ when they saw their king leaving Syria 
to become part of the Muslim state. 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As understood all this, and reached the 
conclusiou that the Byzantines in Egypt would be unable to 
withstand the Muslims, but if Egypt was left without being 
conquered, it woidd remain a potential threat to them. This is what 
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‘Amr ibn al-As hiniself stated^”^, despite the numerous reports which 
suggest that the first one to think of conquering Egypt was ‘ Amr ibn 
al-‘As, or the caliph himself, with no input on the part of ‘Amr, or that 
the caliph agreed under pressure S^om ‘Amr.^®^ Despite these 
differences, all the factors mentioned above prove that the plan to 
conquer Egypt was not merely a thought that crossed ‘Amr’s mind, of 
which the caliph did not approve, or that they did not have a complete 
picture of Egypt, the land and the size of the enemy forces there. 
Historical reports support what I have said. Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam stated 
th at ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab wrote to ‘ Amr ibn al-‘As atter the conquest 
of Syria, telling him: “Urge the people to march with you to Egypt, 
and whoever wants to go with you, take h im along.”*®^ It says in at- 
Tabari: “ ‘Umar stayed in Aeelia’ for a few days aller he had made a 
peace treaty with its people and entered the city, then he sent ‘Amr 
ibn al-‘As to Egypt and appointed him as its govemor, if Allah 
enabled him to conquer it. He sent az-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam aftcr 
him with remforcements. That is confirmed by the fact that the 
number of these reinforcements whom ‘Umar sent to Egypt reached 
twelve thousand. He also ordered him to conquer Alexandria, and 
there is no dispute on this matter.”*”^ 

Would it have been possible for ‘Amr to penetrate deeply into 
Egypt without the consent of the caliph? We kn ow that the Muslims, 
whether commanders or soldiers, were 6Xtremely obedient and 
disciplined, hence we repeat that the conquest of Egypt could only 
have been part of a plan that had already been drawn up by the caliph 
and his commanders; it was not something that was done on the spur 
of the moment.’®* 
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2.1. The Islamic Conquest of Egypt 

The conquest of Egypt is regarded as the third stage in the 
conquests of the major regions of the Byzantine state. ‘Amr’s march 
fi:om Palestine to Egypt ran parallel to the sea. He moved firom Rafah 
to al-‘Areesh to al-Farma (Pelusiiun), and his progress continued 
onward to Cairo and then AlexandTia. This shows us the military 
talent of ‘Amr, since he chose this route, perhaps because the 
Byzantmes did not have a heavy military presence along this route as 
they did in Syria, or perhaps because this route was known to ‘Amr 
ibn al-‘As. The sequence of conquests was in the order listed 
below.^”^ 

2.1.1. The conquest of al-Farma (Pelusium) 

‘Amr headed west, and he did not encounter any Byzantine 
troops except in al-Parma. But before that the Egyptians had met him 
and welcomed him. The first place where fighting took place was in 
al-Farma where the Byzantines barricaded themselves in the city to 
faee the Muslims, confident of their ability to defend the city and 
repel the Muslims. Afler Ihey realized that the Muslims who had 
come with ‘Amr were few in number and were less well equipped 
and were lacking in siege machines, ‘Amr found out the number of 
Byzantine troops, their level of preparedness and that they were 
many times greater in numbers than his troops. He had two options 
for the conquest of al-Farma: either to attack and open the gates, or 
else be patient and wait until himger forced the people to come out. 
The Muslims siege of the city intensified, and the stubbomness of the 
Byzantines increased. The siege lasted for several months, during 
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which some of the Byzantme forces would come out to figfat the 
Muslims fi-om time to time, but tfae Mus lims killed them all. ‘Amr 
would encourage and exhort the Muslims with powertul words, such 
as when he said: “O’ people of Islam and faith, O’ bearers of the 
Qur’an, O’ Companions of Muhammad (^)! Be patient like men and 
be steadfast; do not retreat. Shaipen your spears and protect 
yourselves with your shields, and remain quiet except for tlie 
remembrance of Allah. Do not do anything rmless I tell you to.”^^*^ 

One day a group of Byzantines came out to fight a group of 
Muslims, and the MusUms defeated them. The Byzantines Aed 
towards the city, followed by the Muslims, but the Muslims were 
faster than them, and they gained control of the gate before the 
Byzantines reached it. The first of the Muslims to enter the city was 
Asmeeqa‘, and it was an evident yictory. It is worth mentioning that 
the Egyptian Copts who were in the city helped the Muslims and 
showed them the weak points. They welcomed the Muslims in 
Atmeedah. After al-Parma had been occupied, the Muslims 
destroyed its walls and fortifications so that it would not be of any use 
to the Byzantines if— Allah forbid — they retumed to the city. Then 
‘Amr addressed his troops, saying: “O’ people, praise be to Allah 
Who has granted victory to the Muslim army. Allah is Great, Who 
has honoured us by Islam. But beware of thrnking that we have 
achieved everything we wanted, and do not let this victory make you 
complacent. There is still a difficult road ahead of us, and the mission 
with which the caliph has entrusted us is far fi*om having been 
accomplished. You have to be patient and obey your leaders. The 
people here will know that we are the troops of peace, so we should 
not cause any mischief in the land, rather we should restore it and set 
a good example of the teachings of the Messenger 
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‘ Amr was coniident that the city was no longer good to protect 
any army that might seek shelter therein. He checked on his army to 
see what he had lost during the battle, and he was saddened to leam 
that he had lost some men who had been eager to conquer Egypt, but 
they had died before achieying that. He feared that if the battles 
continued in this fashion, he would not be able to reach his goal. But 
Allah compensated him for those whom he had lost, and his army 
was joined by many men from the Arab tribes of Rashidah and 
Lakhm who hved in Jabal al-Halal.^^^ ‘Amr and his army continued 
westwards, not encoimtering any resistance, until they arriyed in al- 
Qawasir (al-Qasaseen), from which he headed south until he reached 
Wadi at-Tambalan, which is near at-Tell al-Kabeer. Then he 
continued southwards until he reached Balbees. The author of an- 
Nujoom az-Zdhirah said: “Then ‘Amr advanced, meeting with only a 
little resistance, until he came to Balbees.””^ 

2.1.2. The conquest of Balbees 

At Balbees the Byzantines appeared with a large force, aiming 
to stop ‘Amr from heading towards the fortress of Babaliyon and 
seeking to engage the Muslims in fightmg. ‘Amr (^) said to them: 
“Do not hasten to fight until we have discussed the matter. Let Abu 
Maryam and Abu Maryam come to me.” At that point they retrained 
fix)m Sghting and the two men went out to meet him. He called them 
to become Muslim or pay the jizyah, and told them of the Prophet’s 
recommendation to treat the people of Egypt with kindness because 
of Hajar, the mother of Isma‘eel. Muslim narrated in his Saheeh that 
the Messenger of Allah (^) said: «“You are going to conquer Egypt, 
which is a land where the girdt^^'^ is used. When you conquer it, treat 
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its people kmdly, for they have rights and have ties of kmship — or 
ties through marriage. They said: “That is a distant relationship; 
no one would pay attention to it but the Prophets. Cjive us security 
imtil we come back.” ‘Amr said, “One like me cannot be deeeived, 
but I wdl give you respite for three days.” They said, “Give us 
more,” so he gave them one extra day. They went back to al- 
Muqawqis, the ruler of Egypt“^, and Artaboon, the Byzantme 
govemor, and told them about the Muslims. Artaboon reiused and 
insisted on hghting; the Muslims defeated him and drove him and his 
troops back to Alexandria.^^^ It is worth mentioning something that 
is indicative of the Muslims’ noble attitude and chivalry. When Allah 
enabled the Muslims to conquer Balbees, tbey found therein the 
daughter of al-Muqawqis whose name was Armanoosah. She was 
close to her father, but she was visiting the city of Balbees with her 
servaut Barbara in an attempt to escape marriage to Constantine the 
son of Heraclius, whom she did not want to marry. When some of the 
Muslim army managed to capture Armanoosah, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 
gathered the Sahdbah together and reminded them of the words of 
Allah (ag): 

^Is there any reward for good other than good?^ (Qur’an 55: 60) 

Then he said: “Al-Muqawqis sent a giH to our Prophet; I think we 
should retum his daughter to him, and all of her servants and 
entourage whom we have captured, and their wealth that we seized.” 
They agreed to that.*^* So ‘Amr sent her back to her father with 
honour, along with all her jewels and male and female slaves. Her 
servant Barbara said to her during the joumey: “O’ my mistress, the 
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Arabs are surroimding us on all sides.” Armanoosah said, “I feel that 
my life and my honoxxr are safe among the tents ofthe Arabs, but I do 
not feel safe in the palace of my father.”*^® When she reached her 
father, he was very pleased with her and the way that the Muslims 
had treated her.^^® 

2.1.3. The battle of Umm Daneen 

Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam reported that ‘ Amr went with his army and 
conquered Balbees after fighting that lasted for nearly one month. 
Then he went to Umm Daneen, which is also known as al-Muqassas; 
it is located on the Nile. The Muslitns fought an intense battle around 
it, and ‘Amr sent word to the caliph asking for reinforcements. The 
caliph sent him tour thousand men; in charge of every thousand was a 
man who was as efifective as one thousand men. They were: az- 
Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam, al-Miqdad ibn al-Aswad, ‘Ubadah ibn as- 
Samit and Maslamah ibn MukhaUad; or it was said that the fourth one 
was Kharijah ibn Hudhafah. ‘Umar said in his letter to him; 
“Remember that you have with you twelve thousand men, and twelve 
thousand wiU never be defeated for lack of numbers.”^^* The 
Byzantines came out with the Egyptians to confront the Muslims, and 
a fierce battle broke out in which ‘Amr ibn al-‘As used his military 
genius as Khalid ibn al-Waleed had done in the battles of lTaq. He 
divided his army into three groups, one of which was to he in wait hir 
the enemy in al-Jabal al-Ahmar, another was to lie in wait by the Nile, 
near Umm Daneen, and the rest of the army was to face the enemy. 
When iighting between the two sides broke out, the troops who were 
lying in wait in al-Jabal al-Ahmar emerged and attacked the 
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Byzatitmes, who broke ranks and fled towards TJ mm Daneen, where 
they were met by the group that was lying in wait near the city. Thus 
they found themselves caught between the three divisions of the 
Muslim army; they were defeated and their army destroyed, and 
some of them fled to the fortress of Babahyon.^^^ Thus the Muslims 
won this battle and Allah protected them &om the evil of their 
enemies by His grace. That was due to the brilliance of their leader 
who drew up this brilliant plan whieh scattered the enemy forces.*^^ 

2.1.4. The battle of the fortress of Babaliyon 

‘Amr and his army advanced towards the fortress of Babaliyon 
and besieged it. The siege lasted for seven months, during which time 
al-Muqawqis sent his envoys to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As to negotiate with 
him. ‘Amr responded by stipulating that he either become Muslim, 
pay the jizyah or fight. Al-Muqawqis chose to pay the jizyah, and 
WTote to Herachus askrng his permission to do so. But HeracHus did 
not accept that; he got angry, rebuked him severely and summoned 
him to Constantinople, then he banished him. When the conquest of 
the fortress of Babaliyon took too long, az-Zuba 5 fr ibn al-‘Awwam 
said: “I am going to sacrifice myself for Allah, and I hope that Allah 
will grant victory to the Muslims thereby.”*^ ‘ Amr ibn al-‘As was 
besieging the fortress of Babaliyon, then they climbed up the walls of 
the fortress at night and fought violently with the soldiers. The lirst 
one to climb the fortress was az-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam. He placed a 
ladder near the bird market (soug al-hamdm) then climbed up. He 
told the Muslims to attack the foitress when they heard his takbeer. 
Soon az-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam reached the top, and said takbeer. 
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wielding his sword. He said takbeer and the Muslims outside the 
fortress responded. The people inside the fortress did not doubt that 
the Muslims had conquered their fortress, so they fled. Az-Zubayr led 
his companions to the gate of Babaliyon and opened it, and the 
Muslims rushed in and seized the fortress by force. But ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As made a treaty stipulating that the Byzantine troops bring out with 
them only the supphes thatthey needed for a few days; the forti:ess of 
Babaliyon and its stores and weapons would remain as booty for the 
Muslhns. Then Abu ‘Abdullah destroyed the towers and walls of the 
fortress.^^^ 

2.2. The conquest of Alexandria 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As and his troops stayed in the fortress of 
Babaliyon for several months, so that the troops could rest whilst 
awaiting permission from the cahph ‘Umar to proceed with the 
conquest of Alexandria. When pennission came, ‘Amr left a strong 
Muslim force in the fortress, and set out with his troops from 
Babaliyon in May 641 C.E. (Jumdda al-Akhirah 21 A.H.). He was 
accompanied by a number of Egyptian leaders who realized that their 
interests lay in supporting the victorious Muslim forces. They 
repaired the roads for them, and set up bridges and marketplaces. The 
Egyptians became their helpers in their aim to fight the 
Byzantines.^^^ ‘Amr preferred to travel along the lefl hand side of the 
Nile, where the province of Buhayrah is now, because the desert gave 
him plenty of room for his horses and troops, and enabled him to 
avoid the many streams that would have impeded his progress if he 
had travelled through the Nile delta. ‘Amr did not encounter any 
fighting except a little at Marfoot or at-Taranah, as the Arab 
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historians call Thenhe crossed the river to the eastem side atthe 
fortified city of Nuq[yoos, because it contained a strong fortress and 
‘Amr was aSraid to leave it behind and move on. But instead of 
bamcadmg themselves against the Muslims in their fortresses, the 
Byzantines used ships to fight the Muslims and prevent them Crom 
approaching their cities; they fired arrows at the MusUms to prevent 
them getting near the river, then they fled in their ships towards 
Alexandria. But those who stayed in the fortresses quickly 
surrendered to the Muslims and the Muslims entered them victorious. 
They spent a number of days in “mop up” operations against the 
enemy^^®, and ‘Amr sent his commander Shareek ibn Sumayy to 
pursue the Aeeing Byzantines. When he met them he had only a few 
soldiers with him, so the Byzantines’ hopes were raised and they 
surrounded him. He sought proteetion irom them in a hill that later 
became known as the hill of Shareek. He sent word to ‘Amr asking 
for reirdbrcements and as soon as the Byzantines realized that the 
remforcements were on their way to the Muslims they fled.^^^ 

At Sultays, six miles to the south of Damanhoor, the second 
encounter between ‘Amr and the Byzantines took place. There was a 
fierce battle in which they were defeated and fled.^^° It is most 
unfortunate that these battles, in which the Muslims fought with 
limited numbers against forces that were vastly superior to them in 
terms of both numbers and equipment, and which lasted for a number 
of days, get no more than a few lines or a few words firom the Muslim 
historians, whereas they devoted dozens of pages to the battles of al- 
Qadisiyah, Yarmook and Nahawand.^^^ One of these battles which 
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our Arab sources did not cover properly was the battle of Kiryoon, 
which was the last of this chain of fortresses that stretched from 
Babaliyon to Alexandria. The Byzantme commander Theodore had 
barricaded himself there, and a fierce battle that lasted for more than 
ten days took place. In spite of that, Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam does not say 
more than these few words about it: “Then they met in Kiryoon, and 
fought there for more than ten days. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr was in the 
forefront and the Aag-bearer that day was Wardan, the freed slave of 
‘Amr. ‘Amr oflfered the fear prayer that day, then Allah granted 
victory to the Muslims. The Muslims Idlled a huge number of them, 
and chased them as far as Alexandria. There are reports of the heroic 
deeds of ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr and Wardan, the freed slave of his 
father, during that battle.”*^^ 

At the time of the Muslim conquest, Alexandria was the 
capital of Egypt and the second city of the Byzantine Empire afler 
Constantinople; it was also the foremost trading city in the world. 
The Byzantines understood the seriousness of a Muslim takeover of 
the city and were very concemed about that. Heraclius said: “If the 
Arabs seize Alexandria, that will signal the end of Byzantine 
rule.”i3^ 

The historical narrators claim that Herachus prepared himself 
to go out to Alexandria himself to lead the fight against the MusUms, 
but when he had completed his preparations, Allah caused him to die, 
thus Allah suiRced the Musliras against him.^^'* The Byzantine state 
was thrown into turmoil after the death of Heraclius, when he was 
succeeded by his two sons, Constantme and Heraclius 11 
(Heraclianus). The empress Martina, the mother of Heraclianus, also 
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played a part in mling. Constantine died a mere hundred days after 
the death of his father, which caused iingers to be pointed at the 
empress, who wanted her son to be the sole mler. A revolution broke 
out against her and the tuimoil and civil war continued for several 
months, until Constanus the son of Constantine took control as the 
partner of his uncle Heraclianus.^^^ 

In addition to its huge, strong waUs and ample defences, 
Alexandria also enjoyed a unique defensive location. To the north it 
was protected by the sea, where the Byzantines held complete sway 
at that time. The lake of Maryoot protected it to the south, because 
crossing it was very difficult, if not impossible. At that time one of 
the branches of the Nile, which was known as Naz‘at ath-Tha‘wban, 
encircled the city to the west. Thus there was only one route to the 
city, fi:om the east, namely the road which connected it to Kiryoon.^^^ 

The siege lasted for several months, which made ‘Amr fear 
that his troops may become tired or start to despair of ever defeating 
their enemy. So he decided to send his troops through the Delta area 
and the villages of Upper Egypt. The length of the Alexandria siege 
also caused the caliph ‘Umar to worry, and he started to entertain 
doubts about the soldiers’ readiness to sacrifice themselves and their 
initiative. He thought that this might be because of some sins that 
they had committed.^^^ He explained that in a letter to ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As in which he said: “I am very surprised at how long it is taking to 
conquer Egypt, as you have been fighting for the last two years, 
unless it is because of some sins that you have committed, or you 
have started to Iove tiiis world as your enemy does. AJlah, may He be 
blessed and exalted, only grants victory to people who are sincere. I 
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am sending to you four indiyiduals (nieaning az-Zubayr and his 
companions), and I have told you that each one of them is equjvalent 
to one thousand men as far as I know, unless something has changed 
them. When you receive this letter of mine, address the people and 
urge them to hght their enemy. Encourage them to be patient and to 
have the right intention. Give these four men the position of 
leadership. Tell the people that they should all attack as one under 
their leadership, and let that be at noon on Priday, for that is a time 
when divine mercy descends aud it is a time when prayers are 
answered. Let the people beseech AUah and ask Him for yictory over 
their enemies.” When ‘Amr received the letter, he gathered the 
people together and read it to them, then he called those four men and 
appointed them as leaders before the people. He ordered the people to 
purify themselves andpray two rak‘ahs, then to tum to Allah and ask 
Him for victory. They did that and Allah granted them victory.^^* 

It was narrated that ‘Amr ibn al-‘As consulted Maslamah ibn 
Mukhallad al-Ansari and said: “Adyise me about hghting these 
people.” Maslamah said: “I think that you should choose a man who 
has knowledge and experience from among the Companions of the 
Prophet (0), and put him in charge of the people, then he should be 
the one to initiate and take care of the fighting.” ‘Amr asked, “Who 
should that be?” He said, “ ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit. ” ‘Amr summoned 
him, and when he came close he wanted to dismount from his horse, 
but ‘Amr said to him, “I urge you not to dismount. Give me your 
spear.” He handed it to him, and ‘Amr took off his turban and tied it 
to the spear, and he appointed him as leader of the fight against the 
By^antines. Allah granted him victory and Alexandria was 
conquered at his hands that same day.^^^ 
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According to one report: ‘1 thought about this m atter and I 
realized that no one could lead the Muslims to victory except those 
who had led them to victory during the early days,” meaning the 
Ansar. So he suimnoned ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit and appoiuted him as 
leader, and Allah granted victory at his hands.^'**’ 

Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam narrated that the siege of Alexandria lasted 
for nine months, and that it was conquered at the begiiming of 
Muharram in 20 A.H.^'^^, which coincides with 21 December 640 
C.E., whereas Butler concludes in his study on the conquest of Egypt 
that the siege started at the end of June 640 C.E. and the city 
surrendered on 8 November 641 C.E., which coiresponds with 7 Dhu 
al-Hijjah 21 A.H. This view may be more correct, especially when 
we refer to what is mentioned in the letter of ‘Umar to ‘Amr ibn al- 
‘As: “You have been Eghting for the last two years.” The time 
between ‘Amr’s arrival in aI-‘Areesh in December 639 C.E. and the 
surrender of Alexandria in November 641 C.E. is equivalent to two 
Hijri years. 

‘Amr did not harm the people of Alexandria; he did not kill 
them or take their women captive; rather he treated them as ahl adh- 
dhimmah, like the people of Babaliyon. After things stabilized, he 
left some of his troops as guards in Alexandria and the rest of his 
troops fanned out to conquer the remaining Byzantine strongholds 
and pockets in Eg^^jt. Thus was achieved the conquest of the 
Mediterranean coastlme and its major cities such as Rasheed, Dimyat 
and others, and the MusUms seized full control of both the Delta 
region and upper Egypt.^"^^ 
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2.3. The conquest of Barqah and Tripoli 

After consolidating the conquest of Egypt, ‘Amr set out to 
continue his conquests westwards, as the Byzantines had troops in 
Barqah and Tripoli and may thus have been tempted to attack the 
Muslims in Egypt if the opportunity arose. So he set off towards 
Barqah with his troops in 22 A.H. The road between Alexandria and 
Barqah at that time was lilled with greenery and buildings, and he did 
not encounter any Aghting along this route. When he reached Barqah 
he made a peace treaty with its people, stipulating that they would 
pay the jizyah. After the conquest of Barqah, its people used to send 
their khardj to the govemor of Egypt without anyone urging them to 
do so. They were the best of people in North Afiica and did not cause 
any trouble. 

Then after that ‘Amr marched towards Tripoli, which was 
strongly fortified and held a large Byzantine force. They closed its 
gates and endured a siege which lasted for many months, during 
which the Muslims did not manage to achieve anything. The sea lay 
on the other side of the city, directly adjoining the houses; there was 
no wall between the city and the sea. Some of the Muslim troops 
became aware of this, so they snuck into the city fi-om the seaward 
side and shouted takbeer. The Byzantines had no means of escape 
except their ships, so ‘Amr also attacked with his troops, and none of 
them escaped except those who managed to get away in their ships. 
The Muslims seized booty in the city, and ‘Amr sent his troops into 
its environs. ‘Amr wanted to continue his conquests to the west and 
to continue on to Tunisia and the rest of North AJGrica, and he wrote to 
‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ahout that, but the cahph was concemed about 
the Muslim troops going mto new territory before eonsolidating their 
hold on the lands that they had conquered during their switl march 
fi:om Syria to Tripoli. So he ordered the Muslim forces to stop at 
Tripoli. Thus the Islamic state expanded during the reign of ‘Umar 
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ibn al-Khattab ( 4 ?^) to include a vast area wbich stretched from the 
Jayhoon river and Sindh in the east to the deserts of North Africa in 
the west, and from the mountains of Asia Minor and Armenia in the 
north to the Arabian Sea and Nubia in the south. It was a single 
intemational state, multi-racial, multi-faith, multi-cultural; its people 
lived under the justice and mercy of Islam, which protected their 
rights and granted them a life of dignity, despite their differences in 
rehgion, culture and customs.^"*^ 

3. Important Lessons from the 
Conquest of Egypt 


3.1. The mission of 'Ubadah ibn a^Samit 
al-Ansari to aI-Muqawqis 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As besieged the fortress of Babaliyon, and al- 
Muqawqis sent the toUowing letter to ‘Amr: 

“You have penetrated our land and insisted on righting us, and you 
have stayed in our land for too long. You are no more than a smaU 
group and the Byzantmes have prepared themselves and are about to 
attack you; they have the equipment and weapons. This Nile is 
besieging you too, and you are prisoners in our hands. Send us some 
of yoin men so that we may Usten to what they say. Perhaps we can 
resolve this conAict in a way that is pleasing to both us and you, and 
the fighting can stop before the Byzantines attack you, after which 
there will be no room for talk and you wiU regret it if things tum out 
differently than you had hoped. Send us some of your companions, 
so that we can reach a deal with which we are both pleased.” 
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When the envoys of al-Muqawqis came to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, he 
detained them for two days and two nights, until a}-Muqawqis feared 
for them and said to his companions: “Do you think that they have 
kiUed the envoys or detained them, and that they regard that as 
permissible in their faiih?” But all that ‘Amr sought to achieve by 
that was to demonstrate that the Muslims were not coneemed about 
these proposals. Then ‘Amr sent word back with the envoys: “There 
are only three option between me and you: either you enter Islam and 
you will be our brothers, with the same rights as us; if you rehise, 
then you must pay the jizyah with wilUng submission, and feel 
yourselves subdued (cf. Qur’an 9: 29); otherwise we will fight 
against you and be patient till Allah gives judgement. And He is the 
Best of judges (cf. Qur’an 10: 109).'^*^ When the envoys came back 
to al-Muqawqis he asked them: “How did you find them?” They 
said, “We have seen a people to whom death is dearer than life and 
humility is dearer to them than high status. Not one of them has any 
desire or love for this world; rather they sit on the ground and eat on 
their knees. Their leader is like one of them and those of high status 
cannot be distinguished firom the lowly nor the master firom fiie slave. 
When the time for prayer comes, not one of them stays behind. lliey 
wash their limhs with water and stand with humiHty in their prayer.” 

At that, al-Muqawqis said: “By the One Who may be swom 
by, if these people wanted to take on the mountains they would 
destroy them. No one has the capability to fight them. If we do not 
take the opportunity to make a deal with them today whilst they are 
surrounded by this Nile, they will not respond to us after today when 
they manage to move out of the position where they are now.” Al- 
Muqawqis sent his envoys back to them and said: “Send some of 
your envoys to us so that we may talk to them and negotiate a deal 
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that will be good for xis and for you.” ‘Amr ibn al-‘As sent ten men, 
one of whom was ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit. ‘Amr ordered him to be the 
one to speak to the people, and not to accept any deal but one of these 
three options*^’^^, because the caliph had issued instructions to that 
effect. ‘Ubadah ibn as-Samit was black, and when they travelled by 
boat to al-Muqawqis and entered his place, ‘Ubadah stepped forward 
and al-Muqawqis was alarmed because of his blackness. He said, 
“Take this black man away from me and let someone else come and 
speak to me!” They said, “This black man is the best of us in 
knowledge and wisdom. He is our leader and the best of us, and has 
been appointed over us. We all refer to his opinion, and our leader has 
appointed him over us and ordered us not to go against him.” Al- 
Muqawqis said to the delegation, “How could you accept this black 
man as the best among you? Rather he should be the least among 
you.” They said, “No; even though he is black as you can see, he is 
the best in status among us, one of the foremoSt among us and one of 
the wisest. Blackness is not something bad among us.” Al-Muqawqis 
said to ‘Ubadah, “Come forward, O’ black man, and speak to me 
gently, for your blackness alarms me, and if you speak harshly that 
will alarm me turther.” ‘Ubadah went forward and said, “I have 
heard what you said. Among my companions whom I left behind are 
a thousand men who are all as black me, and even blacker than me 
and more terrilying to behold. If you saw them you would be even 
more alarmed. My youth is gone, but nevertheless I would not be 
scared if one hundred men of my enemy wanted to face me all at 
once, and the same is true of my companions, for our hope and our 
desire is to strive in jihad for the sake of AUah, seeking the pleasure 
of Allah. The reason for our campaign against our enemies who wage 
war against Allah is not the hope of worldly gains or the 
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accumulation of wealth; rather Allah has permitted that to us and 
made the booty we acquire permissible for us. But none of us cares 
whether he has a gintdr of gold or has nothing but a dirham, because 
all we want ffom this world is something to eat and ward off hunger, 
and a cloth to wrap around ourselves. If one of us owns nothing more 
than that, that is enough. If he gets a gintdr of gold he will spend it for 
the sake of Allah and be content with the little that is left in his hand, 
because the pleasure of this world is not true pleasure and its luxiuy is 
not true luxuiy; rather real pleasure and luxury come in the Hereatter. 
This is how our Lord has guided us and our Prophet has taught us; he 
advised us that our ambition in this world should be just to have 
enough to ward oiT hunger and cover our ‘awrahs; our main concem 
should be to please our Lord and strive in jihad against His enemies. ” 

When al-Muqawqis heard that, he said to those who were 
around him: “Have you ever heard anything like what this man is 
saying? His appearance alarmed me but his words alarm me more 
than his appearance. Allah has sent this man and his companions out 
to destroy the world! I think that they are bound to prevail over the 
entire world.” 

Then al-Muqawqis tumed to ‘Ubadah and said: “O’ man, I 
have heard what you say about yourseh and your companions. 
Indeed you have not achieved what you have achieved except 
because of what you have mentioned, and you have only prevailed 
over those over whom you have prevailed because of their love for 
this world. An innumerable Byzantine force has come to us to fight 
you, people who are known for their courage and toughness; none of 
them cares whom he is gomg to meet and fight. We know that you 
will not be able to tackle them, because you are weak and small in 
number. You have been m our land for many months, and you are 
suffering firom hardship and lack of provisions. We feel sorry for you 
because of your weakness, low numbers and lack of resources, and 
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we will be happy to help you by givmg each man among you two 
dindrs; we will also give your leader one hundred dindrs and your 
caliph one thousand. Take it and go back to your own land before 
there comes to you a force that you cannot deal with.” 

‘Ubadah ibn as-Sarait (^) said: “Do not deceive yourself or 
your companions. You are ttying to scare us by telling us about this 
Byzantine force and its great numbers, and telling us that we cannot 
tackle them. But this is not something that you can scare us with, and 
it is not somethmg that will make us change our plans. If what you 
say is tme, then by Allah, that is the most encouraging reason to fight 
them, and will make us more keen to do so, because that will be more 
pleasing to our Lord. If we are all killed, that will enable us to eam 
His good pleasure and attain Paradise, and there is nothing dearer to 
us than that. The outcome will be good in either case. Either we will 
make great gains in this world, if we defeat you, or we will make 
great gains in the Hereafter, if you defeat us, and gains in the 
Hereafter are dearer to us, and that is what we are striving for. Allah 
says to us in His Book: 

^How often a small group overcame a mighty host by AIlah’s Leave? 
And AUah is with as-Sdbiroon [the patient].^ (Qur’an 2: 249) 

There is no man among us whb does not pray moming and evenmg 
for AUah to bless him with mart^Tdom and not to send him back to 
his wife and child. There is no one among us who worries about that 
which he has left behiod. Each one of us has entrusted those whom he 
has left behind, wife and children, to his Lord. All our concem is 
focused on what lies before us. As for your saying that we are 
enduring hardship and have Uttle provision, we are having an easy 
time of it. If the whole world was ours, we would not want for 
ourselves any more than what we have now. Think about what you 
want to do and tell us, for there is no deal between us and we will not 



330 The Conguests of Syria, Egypt and Libya 


accept anything from you but one of these three options. Choose 
whichever one you want and do not indulge in wishM thinking. This 
is what my commander has told me to do, and this is what the caliph 
has commanded him to do, and this is the advice that the Messenger 
of Allah (^) gave to us before. Either respond to Islam, which is the 
only religion that Allah will accept, and it is the religion of His 
Prophets, Messengers and angels, and AUah has commanded us to 
fight those who oppose it and tum away from it until they enter it; 
whoever does that will have the same rights and duties as we do and 
he will be our brother in the religion of Allah. If you and your 
companions accept that, then you will be blessed in ihis world and in 
the Hereafter, and we will reiram from fighting you and will not harm 
you. If you retuse, then you must pay the jizyah with willing 
submission, and feel yourselves subdued (cf. Qur’an 9: 29), and we 
will agree on the amount of jiTyah to be paid on an annual basis, and 
we will fight on your behalf anyone who attacks you or attacks any of 
your land, persons or wealth. We will do that for you if you are under 
our protection, and that will be a covenant that is binding upon us 
before Allah. If you refuse, then there will be no option than to let the 
sword decide between us and you, until we all die or we attain what 
we want from you. This is our promise before AUah, and there is no 
other option for us except this. Choose for yourselves.” 

AI-Muqawqis said: “This will never be possible. All that you 
want is to enslave us as long as the earth remains.” ‘Ubadah said to 
him, “It is up to you; choose what you want.” Al-Muqawqis asked, 
“Why can we not have an option other than these three?” ‘Ubadah 
raised his hands and said, “No, by the Lord of heaven, by the Lord of 
earth and the Lord of all things. You can have no other deal with us, 
so choose for yourself ” 

Al-Muqawqis tumed to his companions and asked: “Have you 
decided what you want?” They said, “Would anyone accept this 
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humiliation? As for their wantiag us to enter their religion, that can 
never happen. We will not leave the religion of the Messiah, son of 
Mary and enter into a religion that we do not know. As for their 
wanting to imprison us and make us slaves forever, death is better 
than that. If they accept for us to give them many times more than 
what we have given them, that would be better.” Al-Muqawqis said 
to ‘Ubadah, “The people have retused. What do you think? Go back 
to your leader and tell h im that we will give you many more times 
what you are hoping for, and go away.” 

‘Ubadah and his companions left, and al-Muqawqis said to 
those who were around him: “Obey me, and let the people accept one 
of these three options, for by Allah you have no power to resist them, 
and if you do not respond to them wilhngly you will make a worse 
deal with them unwiUingly.” They asked him, “Which option should 
we choose?’ He said, “I shall tell you. As for entering another 
religion, I would not tell you to do that. As for iighting them, I know 
that you will aever be able to prevail over them, and you will never 
persevere as they do. So tihere is nothing left but the third option.” 
They said, “So we will be enslaved to them forever?” He said, “Yes, 
being slaves, but with full authority in your land, knowing that you, 
your wealth and your children are safe, is better then aU of you dying, 
and being slaves, sold and scattered throughout Uie land and enslaved 
forever, you and your families and children.” They said, “Death is 
preferable to that.”*"*^ 

From this dialogue that took place between ‘Ubadah and al- 
Muqawqis, we can see the smartness of ‘Ubadah and his 
understanding of what his opponent was aiming at, and he was not 
inAuenced by these methods that he used to try to afFect the outcome. 
During this discussion, ‘UbMah did not forget to call al-Muqawqis to 
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Islam and encourage him to enter the faith, and to demonstrate the 
openness of the Muslims towards other nations and religions, which 
had a good impact on al-Muqawqis, who chose to make a peace deal 
with the Muslims.^"^^ 


3.2. Some tactics of war during 
the conquest of Egypt 

‘ Amr ibn al-‘As practised many of the tactics of war during the 
conquest of Egypt, such as the following: 

3.2.1. Psychological warfare 

When al-Muqawqis commanded the women to stand on the 
walls of Babaliyon, facmg inwards, and he made the armed men 
stand lacing towards the Muslims to territy them, ‘Amr sent word to 
him saying: “We have seen what you have done, but it is not by our 
numbers that we have defeated our enemies. We met your king 
(emperor) and you know what happened to him.” Al-Muqawqis said 
to his companions: “These people are speaking the tmth. They 
expelled our king from his kingdom and drove h im back to 
Constantinople. We should submit.”’'*® ‘Amr was one of the leaders 
who used psychological warfare to terrily the enemy and reduce their 
Aghting spirit. In wartime he relied tirst on Allah, then on his 
smartness and militaiy skills to achieve a single goal, which was a 
decisive victory at the end of the battle.^"^^ 
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3.2.2. Ambushes and surprise attacks 

‘Amr also used the methods of ambush and surprise attacks in 
the battie of ‘Ayn Shams. He made solid preparations which made it 
easy to achieve complete success. He sent ambush units by night to 
take up specihc positions, which he chose well, and specified the 
time when they should launch their attacks, when the enemy was 
preoccupied with the battle, whereupon these units were to attack 
from right and left. He chose the right times and the right places to 
attack the enemy. Thus his ambush manoeuvres during this battle are 
regarded as being among the most successtiil of ambush 
operations.^^” 

3.2.3. Ambushes during the siege 

‘Amr also succeeded in using ambush tactics during the siege 
of Babaliyon. Whilst the Byzantines were certain that the Muslims 
would not to be able to cause them any harm because of their strong 
fortifications and walls, and their ample supplies of proyisions and 
weaponry, and because of the barriers they had erected with spikes on 
the gates of the fortress, and the ditch that had dried up when the level 
of the Nile dropped, they were taken by surprise one night when az- 
Zuba 3 n' ibn al-‘Awwam and a group of fighters climbed the waJls, 
shouting takbeer, and caught them unawares, wielding their swords. 
The defenders in the fortress were defeated and sought a peace treaty 
and promises of safety, and the Muslims entered the foftress 
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3.2.4. Patience in laying siege 

During the sieges of Kiryoon and Alexandria, ‘Anir relied on 
patience. When he realized that it would be difficult to achieve 
victory over the Byzantines who had holed up in their fortress in 
Kiryoon, he tried once to launch an attack, but the attack failed. So he 
continued with skirmishes and waited for the passage of time, the 
defenders’ weariness, and the exhaustion of supplies and arms and 
men’s patience to take efiFect. This is indeed what happened. After the 
siege of Kiryoon had lasted for more than ten days, the Byzantines 
realized that the Muslims were determined to carry on wilh the siege, 
tihen they realized that they had no altemative but to surrender and 
hand over the fortress to the attackers. The same thing happened 
during the siege of Alexandria, except that in the latter case the siege 
lasted for a longer time (three months), because the Byzantines were 
lully aware that this was the last chance for their army and indeed for 
all of them; if they feU in Alexandria then they would fall in Egypt 
and aU of North Alrica, and this is exactly what did happen.^^^ 

3.3. Sending the good news 
of the conquest to the caliph 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As sent Mu‘awiyah ibn Khadeej to ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab with the good news of the conquest. Mu‘awiyah said to him: 
“Why don’t you write a letter to send with me?” ‘Amr said to him: 
“Why do I need to write a letter? Are you not an Arab man who can 
convey the message? Did you not see everythmg?” When he came to 
‘Umar he told him of the conquest of Alexandria, and ‘Umar feU 
down in prostration and said, “Praise be to Allah.” Mu‘awiyah ibn 
Khadeej told of how he conveyed the good news of the victory to the 
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caliph: “When ‘Amr ibn al-‘As sent me to ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, I 
reached the mosqu6 and whilst I was sitting there, a slave woman 
came out of the houSe of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and saw me looking 
tired, wearing travellmg clothes. She came to me and asked, ‘Who 
are you?’ I said, ‘I am Mu‘awiyah ibn Khadeej, the envoy of ‘Amr 
ibn al-‘As.’ She went away, then she came rushing back and I could 
hear the rustling of her izdr against her legs. When she came up to me 
she said, ‘Get up and answer the caliph, for his is calling you.’ I 
followed her and when she went in, tihere I saw ‘Umar ibn al-Khat^b, 
holding his ridd ’ in one hand and tjdng his izdr with the other. He 
asked, ‘What (news) do you have?’ I said, ‘Good news, O’ Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen. Allah has granted us victory in Alexandria. ’ He took me 
out to the mosque, and said to the mu’adh-dhin, ‘Call out to the 
people, ‘as-Saldtu Jdmi ‘ah (prayer is about to begin)’.’ Then he said 
to me, ‘Stand up and tell your companions.’ So I stood up and told 
them, then he prayed and went into his house, and tumed to face the 
giblah and said du ‘d ’: Then he sat down and said, ‘O’ slave woman, 
is there any food?’ She brought some bread and oil, and he said, 
‘Eat.’ I ate only a little because I felt shy, He said, ‘Eat, for tbe 
traveller loves food. If I wanted to eat, I would eat with you.’ I felt 
shy but I ate a little. Then he said, ‘What did you say, O’ Mu‘awiyah, 
when you came to the mosque?’ I said, ‘I thought, perhaps the caliph 
is taking a nap.’ He said, ‘That is not the right thing to say — or to 
think — if I slept during the day I would have neglected the people, 
and if I slept during the night I would have neglected myself. How 
can I sleep when I have these two concems, O’ Mu‘awiyah?’”^^^ 

From this report we may conclude that the mosque in the 
earliest period of Islam was the most important means of conveying 
infonnation, as the Muslims would gather there when they heard the 
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call, “as-Saldtu Jdmi ‘ah (prayer is about to begin)”. This call meant 
that there was some important in formation to be conveyed to the 
Muslims. When they gathered, military, poUtical or social statements 
would be read out to them. We also leam from this report something 
about the life of‘Umar when he was the caliph of the Muslims, 
as he said to Mu‘awiyah ibn Khadeej: “If I slept during the day I 
would have neglected the people, and if I slept during the night I 
would have neglected myself. How can I sleep when I have these two 
concems, O’ Mu‘awiyah?” This points to his complete awareness of 
the rights of his own self and the rights of others. If a Muslim can 
combine both, then he will be one of the righteous and pious.^^'* 

3.4. 'Umar^s keenness to fulfil promises 

When the Muslims reached Bilheeb and their prisoners 
reached Yemen, their govemor sent word to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As saying: 
“I used to give the jizyah to those who were more hated to me than 
you, the Persians and the Byzantines. If you want me to pay the 
jizyah in retum for giving back to me what you have taken of my 
land, I will do that.” ‘Amr wrote to ‘Umar asking him for permission 
to do that, and they suspended Tighting until they received ‘Umar’s 
response. The answer came back from ‘Umar: “Indeed, ongoing 
jizyah is dearer to us than booty which is divided and then is as if it 
never existed. As for the prisoners, if their king gives you jizyah on 
condition that you give the prisoners the choice between Islam and 
the religion of theirpeople, then whoever chooses Islam is one of the 
Muslims and whoever chooses the religion of his people, impose the 
jizyah on him. As for those who are scattered in other lands, we 
cannot retum them. ‘Amr made this offer to the ruler of Ale^andria 
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and he accepted it. They gathered the prisoners and the Christians 
gathered, and they gave them the choice one by one. When someone 
chose Islam they said takbeer, and when someone chose Christianity 
they groaned and imposed the jizyah, until they were linished.^^^ 

This is regarded as evidence of the sincerity of the Sahabah 
(may Allah be pleased with them), as they were unconcemed about 
worldly affairs and were focused on the HereaHer. They were 
genuinely keen to guide people to Islam, hecause the prisoners’ 
entering Islam did not bring the Muslims any benefit in worldly 
terms, whereas if they continued to follow their religion that would 
bring some worldly gains, as they would be obliged to pay jizyah to 
the Mushms. Despite that we see ‘Umar ( 4 ^) ordering that the 
prisoners be given the choice between becoming Muslim or paying 
the jizyah. When that order was implemented, the Sahdbah and those 
who were with them said takbeer with more fervour than they had 
during the conquests whenever one of those Christians chose Isiam, 
and they were distressed when someone chose to continue tollowing 
his religion. 

It is also worth noting the commitment of the Sahdbah to the 
deal that had been worked out, which is clear from the statement of 
‘Umar in his letter; “As for those who are scattered in other 
lands, we cannot retum them.” According to another report, he said; 
“We do not want to make a peace deal with him that is based on 
conditions that we cannot fulfil.”^^® ‘Umar looked at his ability to 
fulfil conditions before concluding any deal with the enemy, so that 
the Muslims would not be in a position of being unable to fulfil the 
conditions. This attitude is indicative of the high degree of sincerity 
— which is one of the elements of victory — because the one who 
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commits himself to something and then is unable to fulfil it may be 
excused, but if he thinks about it and tries to take precautions so that 
he will not find himself unable to fulfil the conditions, this is a sign of 
foresight and good management/^’ 


3.5. 'Abdullah ibn ''Amr ibn al-^As 


‘ Amr set olTwith his army towards Alexandria, and on the way 
there was some figbting between him and the people of that land, in 
which the Muslims were victorious. It may be noted that ‘Abdullah 
ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As was wounded many times in his battles with the 
people of al-Kiryoon. A meSsenger came to him hrom his father to 
ask him about his wounds and ‘AbduUah said in verse: 

“I say to myself when the pain grows intense, 

Be patient, for soon you will be praised or blamed.” 

The messenger went back to ‘Amr and told him what he had said. 
‘Amr said: “He is tmly my son.”^^® 

This was an attitude of patience and forbearaace on the part of 
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr ibn al-‘As, who was well known for his 
knowledge and worship, which he combined with courage and 
patience in the face of hardship.^^^ 


3.6. A house that was built for the caliph in Egypt 

‘A mr ibn al-‘As sent word to ‘Umar, telUng him: “We have 
built a house for you next to the Jdmi' mosque.” ‘Umar wrote back 
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saying: “I am a m an who lives in the Hijaz. Why would I have a 
house in Egypt?” and he commanded him to make it into a 
marketplace for the Muslims.’^'^ 

This is indicative of the restraint of the caliph ‘Umar ( 4 ^), and 
his asceticism with regard to outward worldly matters. If leaders and 
rulers put themselves above the matters of this world and its transient 
pleasures, then it is more appropriate that those who are below them 
should also shun such things.^^^ 


3.7. The daim that the Muslims 
bumt the library of Alexandria 

Dr. ‘Abdur-Raheem Muhammad ‘Abdul-Hameed said: “We 
did not find any text or indication that ‘Amr ibn al-‘As bumed the 
hbraiy of Alexandria. AU there is, is a text by Ibn al-Qaffi, quoting 
trom Ibn al-‘Abari (d. 685 A.H./1286 C.E.) which says: “Yahya al- 
Na^wi — who was S^om Alexandria and lived imtil the cily of 
Alexandria was conquered by ‘Amr ibn al-‘As — went to see ‘Amr. 
He was known for his knowledge, so ‘Amr honoured him and heard 
fi:om him philosophical words with which the Arabs were not 
familiar.” Ibn al-Qaffi completed the story by saying: “ ‘Amr said to 
him, ‘What do you want finm us?’ He said, ‘The books of wisdom 
that are in the royal stores’... forty-five thousand, one hundred and 
twenty volumes. ‘Amr thought that what Yahya had mentioned was 
too much, and he said, ‘I cannot issue such an order without asking 
permission Ĕ^om the caliph.’ He wrote to ‘Umar and told him what 
Yahya had said, and ‘Umar wrote back, saying: ‘As for the books 
which you have mentioned, if what is in them is in accordance with 
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the Book of Allah, then we should be content with the Book of Allah. 
If what is in them is contraiy to the Book of AUah, then we have no 
needof them. So go ahead and destroy them.’ ‘Amr ibn al-‘As started 
distributing the books to the bath-houses of Alexandria, where they 
were bumed in the stoves, and I was told the number of bath-houses 
at that time, but I forgot. They said that it took six months to bum 
them all, so listen to what happened and be am^ed.”^^^ 

But this story of the book-buming was narrated before Ibn al- 
Qaffi and before Ibn al-‘Abari. ‘Abdul-Lateef al-Baghd^ (d. 649 
A.H./123I C.E.) said; “Itwas ahouse ofknowledgethatwasbuiltby 
Alexander when he built the city, in which were stored the books that 
were bumed by ‘ Amr ibn al-‘As with the permission of ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab 

But if we study these reports, we must note the following points: 

1. There is no co nn ection between these three reports or between 
their narrators, even though they lived in a similar time lirame. 

2. There is no isnad to which these reports can be attributed; rather 
they reflect assumptions that are made by their authors. 

3. These reports were written at a time that was distant jBrom the 
conquest of Egypt and the time of ‘Amr ibn al-‘As. So we may say 
with all certainty that this story is obviously fabricated and the 
following criticisms may be made; 

4. The story of the buming of the library of Alexandria is not 
mentioned by those who wrote the history of Egypt and its conquest, 
who Uved many centuries before those who wrote this story. 

5. This story is not mentioned by al-Waqidi, at-Tabari, Ibn al-Atheer 
or Ibn Khaldoon, let alone Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam, and it is not 
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mentioned by Yaqoot al-Hamawi in his description of Alexandria. 

6. This story can be traced back to the time of the Crusades, through 
al-Baghdadi, who may have fabricated it under pressure, or it may 
have been fabricated later on and attributed to him. 

7. If this so-called library ever existed, then we may say that the 
Byzantines who lefl Ale^andria could have taken it with them, and 
they probably did do that. 

8. ‘Amr could have thrown the books into the sea within a very short 
time, instead of buming them, which supposedly took six months. 
This points to the purpose behind the fabrication of this stoiy. We can 
say without any hesitation that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and ‘Amr ibn 
al-‘As are innocent of what has been attributed to them in this 
fabricated story, which stems from the imaginations of people who 
love to exaggerate, so they imagined things that did not happen.*^ 

3.8. The meeting between 'Amr ibn al-^^As 
and the Patriarch Binyameen 

The historian Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam said; “In Alexandria there 
was a Coptic bishop called Abu Binyameen, who had fled into the 
desert because of the religious persecution that the Copts were 
suffering at the hands of the Christian Byzantmes. When he heard 
that ‘Amr ibn al-‘As had come to Egypt, he wrote to the Copts, telling 
them that the Byzantines no longer had a hold on power and their 
dominion had come to an end, and he told them to welcome ‘Amr. It 
was said that the Copts who were in al-Farma became helpers of 
‘Amr on that day.*^^ According to a report by the Coptic historian 
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Sawirus ibn aI-Muqanna, Sanutius, one of the Coptic leaders at that 
time, who was in chaige of church aflFairs during the absence of the 
Patriarch Binyameen, told ‘ Amr where tiie Patriarch Binyameen was, 
and that he had fled fi-om the Byzantines, ^earing them. ‘ Amr ibn al- 
‘As wrote a letter to his agents in Eg^^jt, telUng them where 
Binyameen, the Patriarch of the Christian Copts, was, and that he had 
a covenant and a promise of protection and safety fi-om Allah, so let 
him come in safe1y and tend to the afFairs of his church and his 
people. When the bishop Binyameen heard of that, he retumed to 
Alexandria with great joy, atler having been absent for thirteen years. 
When he appeared, the people and the entire city rejoiced at his 
coming. When ‘Amr leamed of his arrival, he ordered that he be 
brought to him with fuU honour and respect, and when he saw him, 
he honoured him and said to his companions: “In all the cities that we 
have taken possession of, up till now I have not seen a man like this.” 
The Patriarch Binyameen was very handsome and well spoken, with 
a tranquil and dignified manner. Then ‘Amr tumed to him and said: 
“Take care of all your churches and men; they are all mider your 
control and you may manage their afFairs.” 

Professor ash-Sharqawi commented on this meeting by 
saying: “ ‘Amr kept the Patriarch Binyameen close to h im until he 
became one of his dearest fiiends, and the Arabs who had conquered 
Egypt began to feel at ease. Their govemor ‘Amr ibn al-‘As 
addressed them on the occasion of the first Jumu ‘ah prayers in al- 
Pustat and said, ‘Treat the Copts who are your neighbours well, for 
you owe them protection and are connected to them by marriage. So 
refiain fi-om harming them, refirain S^om looking at their womenfoIk 
and lower your gaze.’”^^® 
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4. Important Lessons from the 
Conquests of ''Umar 

4.1. The nature of the Islamic conquests 

Some Orientalist and Christian historians have attempted to 
raisrepresent the Isiamic conquests at the time of the Rightly-Guided 
Caliphs. They claimed that the conquests were religious wars and 
said that the Muslims were people of faith but tbiey were fanatics who 
subjugated the people and made them accept their principles by 
means of foTce and indulging in ruthless bloodshed. They claim that 
they carried the Qur’an in one hand and the sword in the other.*^^ 
Among those who focused on this idea were Sidio, Muir and Nipur. 
Muir quotes Nipur as saying: “For the survival of Islam, it was 
essential that it continue with its aggressive plans and enforce by the 
sword its demand that all people enter Islam, or at least spread its 
inHuence intemationaUy. But it is inevitable for any religion that its 
followers will prefer war at some stage, and this was the case with 
Islam.” 

But the claim that the Muslims aimed to spread their faith by 
force OT that they were more aggressive than others, is a claim that 
must be completely rejected.^*^ Some Orientalists refuted this 
accusation and described the Islamic conquests as being based on a 
sublime attitude. Von Kreraer says: “In their wars, the MusUm Arabs 
embodied good attitudes. The Prophet (^) forbade them to kill 
monks, women, children and the blind or handicapped, as he also 
forbade them to deslroy crops or cut down trees. The Muslims 
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followed these instractions to the letter in their wars. They did not 
yiolate any sanctuary or destroy any crops. The Byzantines used to 
shoot poisoned arrows at them, but they did not respond m kind 
against their enemy. Pillaging towns and setting fire to them was the 
normal practice of the Byzantine army, whether it was advancing or 
retreating, but the Muslims adhered to their ideals and did not try to 
do any of these things.”^®® 

Rosenthal said: “The Islamic state expanded into other lands, 
calling others to the faith, and engaging in debate with other 
intellectual movements that were in existence. But above all, the 
advance of Islam demolished the ancient barriers of language and 
custom, and provided a rare opportunity to all peoples and 
civilizations to start a new inteUectual life that was based on absolute 
equality, in a spirit of free competition.”^^'^ 

The histotical reality shows that the Mus lims did not force 
anyone to embrace Islam, because they adhered to the words of Allah: 

^There is no compulsion in religion. Yerily, the Right Path has 
become distinct from the wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in 
Tdghoot [false goods, idols, etc.] and believes in AUah, then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold that wiU never break. And 
Allah is All-Hearer, AU-Knower.^ (Qur’an 2: 256) 

The reason why people converted to Islam was what they saw 
in Islam itself, which was a great blessing, and what they saw in the 
Muslims who embodied Islamic attitudes and adhered to the 
teachings, commands and prohibitions of the faith, and what they 
saw in the commanders and troops who called others by means of 
their deeds and actions. The attitude of the soldiers was the noblest 
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attitude ever known in the history of the world. The caliphs and 
commanders urged their troops to seek the help of Allah and to fear 
Him, to give precedence to the Hereafter over this world, to be 
sincere in jihad, to seek the pleasure of AJlah in whatever they did, 
and to keep away from sin. They had a strong desire to save nations 
and individuals from servitude to other people so that they might 
become slaves of Allah, and to bring Ihem out of ihe constrictions of 
this world to the vastness of the Hereaher. The MusUm leaders 
marched at the head of their armies, receiving fhe first blows in the 
battles of jihad, and many of them were martyred. And the leaders 
used to march at the back of the army at times of safety, so as to show 
kindness to them, carry burdens and help the weak. The leaders were, 
first and foremost, dd‘iyahs who implemented the principles of 
Islamic warfare in full. Indeed, the Muslims fought in jihad for the 
sake of Allah and did not wage war as other states used to do.^^' 

4.2. '"Umar^s method of selecting 
commanders for the army 

‘Umar had a distinct method of selecting leaders foT the 
conquest. He stipulated a number of conditions and guidelines for 
choosing commanders for his troops, which were as toUows: 

4.2.1. They should be pious and righteous, 
with knowledge of Islamic rulings 

He used to say, “Whoever appoints an evildoer knowing that 
he is an evildoer, is just like him.”'’^ When he sent word to Sa‘eed 
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ibn ‘Amir, appointing him as govemor in some part of Syria, Sa‘eed 
reiused the post. ‘Umar said: “No, by the One in Whose hand is my 
soul, do not lay all the burden on my shoulders and sit in your 
houses.”^^^ 

4.2.2. The commander should be known 
for deliberation and caution 

When ‘Umar appointed Abu ‘Ubayd ath-Thaqafi, he said to 
him: “Nothing prevented me trom appointing Sulayt except the fact 
that he rushed to fight, and mshing to fight may iead to loss, except 
when it is based on sound calculation. By Allah, were it not for his 
haste, I would have appointed him, but nothing is right in war except 
deliberation.”^’"* 

4.2.3. He should be daring and brave, 
and skilled in archery 

When ‘Umar wanted to appoint a leader for the Muslim aimies 
to conquer Nahawand^^^, he consulted the people and they said: “O’ 
Ameer al~Mu 'mineen, you know more about the people of Iraq and 
your troops have come to you, and you have seen them and spoken to 
them.” He said, “By Allah, I shall appoint over them a man who will 
be the most courageous m battle when they meet the enemy 
tomorrow.” They asked, “Who is it, O’ Ameer al~Mu’mineenT- He 
said, “An-Nu’man ibn Muqrin al-Muzani.” They said, “He is able for 
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4.2.4. He should be intelligent and wise 

‘Umar said; “Your right over me is that I should never 
send you on a fatal mission or keep you at the border posts for too 
long.”*’^’ When ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and his troops faced the Byzantines 
in the battle of Ajnadeen, the Byzantine commander al-Arjaboon was 
the smartest of the Byzantines, a man of deep insight and cunning, 
who had assembled a huge army in Aeelia’ and Ramlah. ‘Arhr wrote 
to ‘Umar with the news, and when his letter arriyed, ‘Umar said: “We 
have sent the Artaboon of the Arabs against the Artaboon of the 
Byzantmes. Let us see how things will tum out.”^^® When ‘Amr 
wanted to gather inLormation about al-Artaboon and his army, so that 
he could devise a wise plan of attack and defeat him, Ibn al-‘As 
entered the camp 0f the Byzantine leader and was ahnost killed, but 
Allah saved him. ‘Amr ibn al-‘As tricked al-Artaboon, and when 
news of that reached ‘Umar ibn al-Khatjab he said: “ ‘Amr has 
defeated him, what a smart man ‘Amr is!”^^^ 

4.2.5. The commander should be smart and eloquent, 
with military insight and experience 

The author of al-Mughni (Ibn Qudamah al-Hanbali) said, 
when speaking of military commanders: “(The commander should 
be) wise, chivalrous, with knowledge of war and insight into the 
enemy’s next move. He should be trustworthy, kind and sincere 
towards the Muslims.”^®” Hence ‘Umar chose Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas 
to lead the army in Iraq after consulting the people. 


Mawsoo'ah Fiqh ‘Umar, p. 109. 
Tdreekh at-Tabari, 4/431. 

Ibid, 4/432. 

Al-Mughni by Ibn Qudainah, 8/352. 




348 The Conquests of Syria, Egypt and Libya 


4.2,6. He should be keen to do the job 

Part of ‘Umar’s plan was not to appoint any man to do a job 
that he did not want to do and conceming which he had no 
conviction, unless he had no other choice, so that the job would be 
done in a prohcient manner. On one occasion he urged the people to 
fight the Persians, but no one stood up (to volunteer). The next day, 
he repeated his plea, and no one stood up. On the third day he 
repeated his plea, and again no one stood up. When the fourth day 
came, the lirst one to volunteer was Abu ‘Ubayd ibn Mas‘ood ath- 
Thaqafi, then the people followed his lead. He appointed Abu 
‘Ubayd in charge of them, as he was qualified for that position even 
though he was not a Sahdbi. It was said to ‘Umar: “Why didn’t you 
appoint a man Irom among the Sahdbah in charge of them?” He said, 
“I have appointed overthem the one who responded lirst.”*^^ These 
qualities were embodied in Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn 
al-Jarrah, ‘Amr ibn al-‘As and many others. 

4.3. The rights of Allah, the leaders and 
troops, as derived from the letters of 'Umar 

4.3.1. The rights of Allah 

In his letters and exhortations, ‘Umar reminded his 
commanders and troops of the importance of upholding the rights of 
AUah, among the most important of which are: 

Enduring and being more patient than the enemy 
Allah, the Exalted, the Almighty says: 
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^O’ you who believe! Endure and be more patient [than your enemy], 
and guard your territory by stationing anny units permanently at the 
places from where the enemy can attack you, and fear Allah, so that 
you may be successftil.|> (Qur’an 3: 200) 

When he sent Sa‘d ibn Abi al'Waqqas to Iraq, he reminded 
hiin of the importance of patience and said; “Remember that eveiy 
good action requires a certain quality. Good actions require patience 
in bearing whatever befalls you or strikes you. If you have patience 
then you will fear Allah.”^®^ He also wrote to ‘Ubaydah ibn Abi al- 
Jarrah when he was in Syria, saying: “Allah praised people for their 
patience, as He said: 

^And many a Prophet [i.e. many from amongst the Prophets] fought 
[in Allah’s Cause] and along with him [fought] large bands of 
religious leamed men. But they never lost heart for that which did 
befall them in Allah’s way, nor did they weaken nor degrade 
themselves. And Allah loves as-Sdbiroon [the patient]. And they said 
nothing but, ‘Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our transgressions [in 
keeping our duties to You], establish our feet fimily, and give us 
victory over the disbelieving folk. So Allah gave them the reward of 
this world, and the excellent reward of the Hereatler. And Allah loves 
al-Muhsinoon [the good-doers].’^ (Qur’an 3: 146-148) 

The reward of this world is booty and conquest, and the reward 
of the Hereafter is forgiveness and Paradise.” He read this letter out 
to the people and told them to fight for the sake of Allah and to be 
patient so that AUah might give them the reward of this world and the 
excellent reward of the Herealter.^*^ 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 4/306. 

Tdreekh Putooh ask-Shdm, p. 183. 
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Their intention when jighting should he 
to support the religion of Allah 

‘Umar ( 4 ^) imderstood the words of the Messenger of Allah 
(^: «“Whoever fights so that the word of Allah may be supreme is 
(fighting) for the sake of Allah.So we see that his life, his 
advice rad his letters were govemed by this important concept. 

Fulfilling the trust 

AUah, the All-Compassionate, AU-Merciful says: 

^lt is not for any Prophet to take illegally a part of the booty 
[Ghulool], and whosoever deceives his companions as regards the 
booty, he shaU bring forth on the Day of Resurrection that which he 
took [iUegally], Then eveiy person shall be paid in tiiU what he has 
eamed, and they shall not be dealt with unjustly.^ (Qur’an 3: 161) 

Among ‘Umar’s advice to his co mm anders and troops was not 
to steal IBrom the war booty before it was distributed, as he said: 
“When you meet the enemy, do not flee, and when you seize booly, 
do not steal fi:om it.”^®^ 

No room Jur fcwouritism in supporting the religion of Allah 

One of the most famous sayings of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (j^) 
conceming favouritism is: “Whoever appoints a man because of 
favouritism or blood ties, and does not appoint him for any other 
reason, has betrayed AUah and His Messenger, and whoever appoints 
an evildoer knowing that he is an evildoer, is just like him.”^^^ 


Bukhari, hadith no, 2655. 

Al-Khardj by Abu Yoosu^ p. 85, 

Al-lddrah al-‘Askariyah fee ad-Dawlat al-Jsldmiyah, 1/66. 
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4.3.2. The rights of the commander 

‘Umar stated in his letters and commands the rights of the 
eonunander, which include the Mlowing: 

Constant obedience 

When ‘Umar sent Abu ‘Ubayd ibn Mas‘ood ath-Thaqafi to 
Iraq as tlie head of the army, he sent with him Salamah ibn Aslam al- 
Khazraji and Sulayt ibn Qays al-Ansari (may Allah be pleased with 
them both), and commanded him not to take any decision without 
consulting them. He told him that they were from among the people 
of Badr. Then Abu ‘Ubayd fought the Persians in the battle of the 
bridge. Sulayt had advised him not to destroy the bridge and not to 
cross over to where the Persians were, but he did not pay attention to 
him, which led to the defeatof the Muslim troops. Sulayt said: “Were 
it not that I do not Uke to be disobedient, I would have told the people 
to disobey him, but I listen and I obey.”^*^ 

They should entrust their ajjairs to those 
charged with authority among Biem 

Allah, the All-Powerftil says: 

<|When there comes to them some matter touching [public] safety or 
fear, they make it known [among the people]; if only they had 
referred it to the Messenger or to those charged with authority among 
them, the proper mvestigators would have understood it Irom them 
[directly]. Had it not been for the Grace and Mercy of Aliah upon 
you, you would have followed Shaytdn [Satan], save a few of you.^ 

(Qur‘an 4: 83) 

Allah made the people’s entrusting thetr afEairs to those 
charged with authority among them one of the means of reachmg the 
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right decision. If they think that a better way is hidden from their 
leader, they should point it out to him and advise him to follow it. 
Hence consultation is recommended in order to find the correct 
way.^^^ ‘Umar appointed a single leader for the troops so that they 
might entrust their affairs to himj and so that they would not have 
conilicting points of view Ihat might result in division.^*^ 

In the year in which ‘Umar sent the Muslim armies to 
Nahawand and commanded them to gather there, the armies 
consisted of the troops from Madeenah, both Muhdjiroon and Ansar, 
under the leadership of‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (^), the 
troops of Basrah under the leadership of Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari (,^), 
and the troops of Koofa under the leadership of Hudhayfah ibn al- 
Yaman After they had gathered, ‘Umar (j^) wrote to them 
saying: “When you meet, your commander is an-Nu‘man ibn Muqrin 
al-Muzani.”*^^ 

Hastening to ohey his commands 

During the caliphate of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab the first 
tbing he did was urge the people to fight the Persians. He started 
calling them for three days, but no one responded. On the fourth day, 
the first one to respond was Abu ‘Ubayd ibn Mas‘ood ath-Thaqafi, 
which led ‘Umar to appoint him in charge of that mission, even 
though there were Companions of the Messenger of Allah (0) there, 
because he had hastened to answer the call.^®* 

When ‘Umar sent ‘Utbah ibn Ghazwan to Basra, he said to 
him, advising and reminding him: “Fear Allah with regard to what 


* Al-Ahkam as-Sultdniyah, p. 48. 

Al-Iddrah al-‘Askariyah fee ad-Dawlah al-Isldmiyah Nash’atuha wa 
Tatawwuruha, 1/100. 

Ibid. 

Ibid, 1/113. 
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you have been appointed to do, and beware of being inclined towards 
arrogance that would spoil your bond with your brothers. You were a 
Companion of the Messenger of AUah (^); you have been honoured 
after being humiliated, and you have become strong after being 
weak, and now you have become a commander with authority and a 
leader who is obeyed; when you speak you are listened to and when 
you issue orders you are obeyed. What a blessing that is, provided 
that you do not feel yourself to be more than you are and do not look 
down on others.”^®^ 

Not arguing about the distribuiion of booty 

Conceming the distribution of booty, one of the things that 
‘Umar said was: “O’ Allah, I call upon You to bear witness over the 
govemors of the regions, for I have only sent them to teach the people 
their religion attd the Sunnah of their Prophet, to divide the fay’ and 
to be fair to them. Whoever is coniused about any matter should refer 
to me.”^^^ 

During the conquest of al-Ablah^^'^, when the booty was 
shared out among the troops, the share of one of them was a pot of 
copper. When he took possession of it, he realized that it was made of 
gold. The other soldiers noticed that and complained to the 
commander.^^^ He did not know what to do, so he wrote to ‘Umar 
(4^), telling him about that. The reply came back: “If he insisls that 
he did not know that it was gold until after he took possession of it, 
and he swears to that effect, then give it to him. If he retuses (to 
swear) then divide it among the Muslims.” He swore the oatih and it 
was given to him.*^* When the booty was gathered in the battle of 


Op. cit, 1/114. 

Al-Khardj by Abu Yoosut, p. 50. 

Al-Ablah: A city on the banks of the Tigris. 

Al-Iddrah al-'Askariyah, 1/120. 

Mandqib Ameer al-Mu’mineen by Ibn al-Jawzi, p. 128. 
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Jaloola’, Jareer ibn ‘Abdullah al-Bajali said that one-quarter of it was 
for him and his people. Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas (4^) wrote to ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab about that, and ‘Umar said: “Jareer has spoken the 
truth. I said to him that if he thinks that he and his people fought in 
retum for the share of those whose hearts are to be sottened, then give 
them their share, but if they fought for the sake of Allah and His 
religion, seeking that which is with Him, then they are Muslims, with 
the same rights and duties as other Muslims.” When the letter came 
to Sa‘d he told Jareer about that, and Jareer said; “The Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen has spoken the truth. We have no need of the one-quarter, 
rather we are among the Muslims.” 

4.3.3. The rights of the troops 

In his letters and words of advice, ‘Umar explained the rights 
of the troops, which included the foUowing; 

Inspecting the troops and checking on them 

It is narrated Ihat ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said: “I draw up plans 
to prepare my army when I am in a state of prayer. ” This is because 
‘Umar was enjomed, as caliph, to be involved in jihad, so he was the 
commander of jUiad, so in that regard he was Itke one who offers the 
fear prayer whilst facing the enemy.^^^ When he appointed 
commanders, before he sent them out he would inspect them and 
advise them. Among the things that he used to say to them was, 
‘Wear your izdrs andrida ’s, wear shoes and dress properly; engage in 
target practice and leam to ride horses well. FoUow the way of the 
Arabs and avoid the luKuiious styles of the non-Arabs.’ You will 
continue to be strong so long as you practice horseback riding and 
archery.”^^® 


Al-Fatawa, 22/609. 
Nihdyat al-Arb, 6/168. 
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This shows us the extent of ‘Umar’s keenness to prepare his 
army well and show their strength. His coromanders followed his 
exaniple by lining up their troops and inspecting them, and making a 
show of strength before the enemy, whether that was in battle or 
during the preparations for battle. ‘ Amr ibn al-‘As would address his 
troops in Egypt during Jumu ‘ah prayers and urge them to fatten their 
mounts; he wamed them that they would not be given their salary if 
they did not do that. He said: “I do not want to hear that a man has 
fattened his own body and left his horse lean. Remember that I am 
going to inspect the horses as I inspect the men. Whoeyer makes his 
horse lean with no reason, I will deduct ifom his salary 
accordingly.”*^^ 

When Mu‘awiyah met ‘Umar upon his arrival in Syria, ‘Umar 
saw him living like a king. He denounced him for that and asked: 
“Are you behavmg like Chosroes, O’ Mu‘awiyah?” He said, “O’ 
Ameer al-Mu mineen, we are on the hrontier, facmg the enemy, and 
we need to compete with them in the adomment Qf war and jihad.” 
‘Umar remamed silent and did not tell him that he was wrong, as the 
purpose explained to him had to do with supporting the truth and the 
faith.2‘‘“ 

Kindness towards the troops during ihe march 

‘Umar wrote to Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas saying: “Be kind to 
the Muslims during their march, and do not force them to march to 
the point of exhaustion. Strive to make stops in suitable places, so 
that they may reach the enemy without losing any of their strength. 
For they are headed towards an enemy who is settled, whose troops 
and horses are well rested. Give them one day and one night off eveiy 
week, so that they may rest and revitalize themselves, and put down 


Eutooh Misr by Ibn ‘Abdul-Hakam, p. 141. 

Al-Iddrah al-‘Askariyah, 1/137, quotmg from al-Muqaddimah. 
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their weapons and equipment. Make your stops in places that are far 
away from the cities with which you have peace treaties.”^^* 

When ‘Umar sent reinforcements to the troops in Syria, he 
gave them mounts and provisions, and appointed Sa‘eed ibn ‘Amir rn 
charge of them. AiVhen they were about to set off, ‘Umar said: “Wait a 
minute, until I tell you something.” Then ‘Umar went towards the 
army on foot, and said to him, “O’ Sa‘eed, I have appointed you over 
this army, but you are not the best of them, unless you fear Allah. 
When you march, be as I dn d to them as you can; do not impugn their 
honour or look down on the young ones among them. Do not show 
favouritism to the strong among them, and do not lead them through 
caves. Take them through the plains and do not stop on any major 
road. I entmst you and theMuslims with you to the care of Allah.”^®^ 

Checking on them hefore they head out 

‘Umar used to inspect the troops before they headed out and 
advise them to adopt a noble attitude and uphold noble values. He 
ordered Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas to ftilfil promises made to the enemy if 
they requested safe passage, and not to betray them. He told him that 
mistakenly betraying a man would be a cause of doom and weakness 
for him and a source of strength for the enemy, and he wamed him 
against becoming a source of shame and weakness for the 
MusUms.^®^ 

Not trying to deal with one who opposes him at the time of 
meeting the enemy, lest that lead to dwision and defeat 

Among the advice that ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^) gave to his 
commanders was the following: “The leader of an army or a 


Nihdyat al-Arb, 6/169. 

Tdreekh Putooh ash-Shdm, p. 186 by al-Aadi. 
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campaign should not give anyone the hadd punishment of lashes 
until the battle is over, lest the Shay^n cause him to join the 
kuffdrr^^ 

When ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab sent Sahnan ibn Rabee‘ah 
al-Bahili at the head of an army, he sent with him ‘Amr ibn 
Ma‘diyakTib and Tulayhah ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi. Some argument 
arose between ‘Amr ibn Ma‘diyakxib and Salman ibn Rabee‘ah, and 
news of that reached ‘Umar (4^). ‘Umar wrote to him sa^dng, “I 
have heaid what you did to ‘Amr, and that was not right. If I was in 
your position in a situation of war, I would look at ‘Amr and 
Tulayhah and bring them close and hsten to them, for they have 
knowledge and experience of war. Then when you reach the Muslim 
lands you may regard them as they regard themselves, and draw close 
to the people of fiqh and Qur’ati.”^‘’^ And he wrote to ‘Amr ibn 
Ma‘diyakrib saying: “I have heard about your arguing with your 
commander and insultitig him. I have heard that you have a sword 
called a^Samsamah. Well I have a sword called al-Musammim and I 
swear by Allah that if I strike you with it, that will be the end of you.” 
When this letter reached ‘ Amr he said: “By Allah, if he decided to, he 
would indeed use it.”^^ 

It is clear S^om these two texts that ‘Umar lully understood 
how a commander should behave in hostiie territory, creating 
harmony among his troops, especiaUy when they were about to 
contront the enemy, and he understood th at the leader should consult 
those who have experience of war, and that this does not mean that 
the relationship of Iove between them should end when they retum to 
the territory where there is peace. 


Tdreekk al-Khulafa’ by as-Suyooti, p. 131. 
Al-Awd’il by al-‘Askari, 2/45. 



358 The Conguests of Syria, Egypt and Libya 


During the conquest of ar-Raha^% which was achieved at the 
hand of ‘lyad ibn Ghanam, reinforcements came to him from Syria, 
led by Bisr ibn Abi Arta’ah al-‘Amiri, sent by Yazeed ibn Abi 
Suhyan on the instruction of ‘Umar (<^). A dispute arose between 
them whilst they were in enemy territoiy. ‘lyad had no need for the 
remforcements, so he asked him to go back to Syria. ‘Umar (^) 
wrote to ‘lyad asking him to explam the reason why he had sent them 
back, especially since they had only come to help him and to give the 
impression to the enemy that remforcements were coming one after 
another, so as to weaken their resolve and hasten their submission. 
‘lyad replied, “I was alinid that there might be rebeUion and disunity 
among the troops, and because I had no need for reinforcements, I 
apologized to h im and told him to go back. This is the reason why I 
sent him back,”^*^* ‘Umar approved of that and prayed for him, 
especially as they were facing the enemy, so as to avoid creating 
division aud disputes that would lead to failure.^“^ 

Keeping watch lest the enemy catch them unawares 
whilst stopping and when on the march 

‘Umar was very concemed with the issue of keeping watch, 
hence he ordered his commanders to be very careful lest the enemy 
attack them or catch them unawares. He asked them to appomt 
guards whenever they stopped and when they were on the move. He 
also advised them to send scouts and spies in all directions when 
reaching the land of the enemy, so that they would acquire fiiU 
knowledge of tihe enemy’s land andtheir intentions. He wrote to Sa‘d 
ibn Abi Waqqas saying: “When you enter the land ofthe enemy, send 
scouts between you and them, and be Uilly aware of their situation. 


Ar-Raha: A city in al-Jazeerah region, between Mosul and Syria. 
Putooh ash-Sham by Ibn A‘thani, 1/253-255. 

^ Al-Idarah al-‘Askariyah, 1/188. 
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You should have with you Arabs and local people whom you trust 
and know to be sincere, for information brou^t by a liar will be of no 
benefit to you, even if some of what he says is true. A traitor is a spy 
against you, not for you. When you approach the enemy’s land, you 
should send out many scouts and small detachments who can cut ofif 
the enemy’s reinforcements and supply lines, and find their weak 
points. Choose as scouts people who are wise and tough from among 
your companions, and give them fast horses, so that if they meet the 
enemy, the first impression will be one of strength.”^^” 

From this valuable advice, it is clear to us that the caliph ‘Umar 
(4I0) was not concemed only with sending spies against the eneiny, 
rather he also used spies as a means of keeping an eye on the 
administrative ailairs of the Muslim army by watching his govemors, 
agents, commanders and troops, so that he would know what was 
happening among them and how the military campaign was being 
run. He had spies in every army and camp who sent him reports about 
what was happening.^^^ 

‘Umayr ibn Sa‘d al-Ansari complained to the caliph ‘Umar; 
when he came to him among a group of people from Syria, he said: 
“O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, between us and the Byzantines there is a 
city called ‘Arabsoos. Its people tell our enemies all about our wcak 
points, but they do not tell us anything about their weak points.” 
‘Umar said to him: “When you reach it, give its people the choice 
between being given two sheep for eveiy sheep, two camels for every 
camel, two of everythmg in retum for one (as an incitement to leave). 
If they accept that, then give it to them (and let them leave), then 
destroy the city. If they refuse, then wam thera and give them one 
year’s respite, then destroy it.”^^^ When ‘Umayr ibn Sa‘d came to 


Nihayat al-Arb, 6/169. 

Al-Iddrah al-‘Askariyah, 1/396. 

Putooh al-Bulddn by al-Baladhuri, 1/185. 
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them, he gave them this choice, but they rehised, so he gave them one 
year’s respite, then he destroyed the city?^^ 

Choosing the place to jight the enemy 

‘Umar advised Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas not to engage tn Sghting 
until he had familiarized himself thoroughly with the he of the land 
where the battle was to take place, including water sources and green 
areas for grazing the animals, and so on?*^ He also wrote to him 
before al-Qadisiyah, telling h im to stay close to their own land, 
because they knew its routes better than the enemy, and in the event 
of a defeat they would be able to withdraw and save themselves from 
being killed, and the enemy would not be able to catch up with them 
because they would be too afraid to follow them and they would not 
kn ow the routes in that land.^^^ 

In addition to that, ‘Umar appointed Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas, 
Salman al-Farisi and Hudhayfah ibn a 1 - Yama n to go ahead of the 
army and choose the place for the battle and for the troops to stay. 

‘Umar distributed ad mini stratiye tasks among his 

commanders and stipulated that when selecting a site for their 
troops to camp, it should not be cut off from the supreme 
headquarters hy any body of water, because of the headquarters’ 
central role in planning and sending reinforcements and supplies.^^^ 
‘Umar also wrote to Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah saying; “Do not let 
them camp in a place before you go and check it out for them and find 
out how it is.”^^* 


Op. cit., 1/185; al-Iddrah al-‘Askariyah, 1/395. 

Nihdyat al-Arb, 6/170; al-Idarah al-‘Askariyah, 1/205. 
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Preparing what the troops need of supplies and fodder 

‘Umar used to send tibie Muslim troops to Iraq fi'om Madeenah 
with supplies of sheep and camels for slaughter.^*^ He also supplied 
them with mounts ffom the hima of an-Naqee‘ and ar-Rabdhah^^*’ 
which were to be used for jihad for the sake of Allah. From every 
region according to need he would take horses hrom the surplus 
wealth of the people, as a precaution to be ready for war. In Koofa 
there were four thousand such horses, and a similar number in Basra, 
and horses were kept in every region according to need.^^^ When 
‘Umar came to S^nia to conclude a peace treaty with the people of 
Jerusalem, he established a department to orgamze supplies for the 
army, which was known as al-Ahra’. ‘Amr ibn ‘Absah was the first 
one who was appointed in charge of supplies for the armies.^^^ 

Encouraging them to fight 

‘Umar wrote to Abu ‘Ubaydah, encouraging him to fight in 
jihad, sa^dng; “In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most 
Mercitul. From the slave of Allah ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, the 
Commander of the Faithful, to Abu ‘Ubaydah ‘ Amir ibn al-Jarrah. 
Peace be upon you. I praise Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, 
openly and in secret, and I wam you against disobeying Allah, may 
He be glorified and exalted. I wam you and I forbid you to be among 
those of whom AUah says, 

^Say, ‘If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your wives, your 
kindred, the wealth that you have gained, the commerce in which you 
fear a dechne, and the dwellings in which you delight are dearer to 
you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving hard and lighting in 


Putooh al~Bulddn by al-Baladhuri, 2/314. 

““ Ar-Rabdhah - located three days’ distance fi:om Madeenah. 
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His Cause, then wait until Allah brings about His Decision [tonnent]. 
And Allah guides not the people who are al-Fdsiqoon [the rebellious, 
disobedient to Allah].’^ (Qur’an 9: 24) 

May Allah send blessings upon the Seal of the Prophets and the 
leader of the Messengers. Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds.”^^^ 

When this letter reached Abu ‘Ubaydah, he read it out to the 
Musluns, and they realized that the caliph was encouraging them to 
fight. There was no one among the Muslims who did not weep at the 
letter of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. 

‘Umar also wrote to Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas and the troops who 
were with him in Iraq, urging them to hght and commanding them to 
adhere to noble virtues, and forbidding tihem to commit sin.^^"^ It was 
also part of the commander’s role at the time of ‘Umar to encourage 
the troops to fight.^^^ 

Reminding them of the reward of Allah 
and the virtue of martyrdom 

At the time of ‘Umar, Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas stood up in al- 
Qadisyah and reminded his troops of the reward of AUah, may He be 
exalted, and what He had prepared for them in the Hereafter of 
delight. He encouraged them to wage jihad and told them of what 
Allah has promised His Prophet of divine support and yictory of 
Islam. He told them of the spoils, booty and land that would soon be 
theirs, and he ordered the readers to recite the Soorah of jihad 
(Soorah al-Anfdl)}^^ 
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Similarly, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah stood and addressed the 
troops in Syria, reminding them of the reward and blessmgs of Allah 
and telling them that jihad was better for them than this world and 
everything in 

And it is well known that ‘Amr ibn al-‘As said to the army in 
Palestine: “Whoever is killed as a martyr and whoever lives will be 
blessed.” He commanded his troops to recite Qur’an and urged them 
to be patient and steadfast, and he encouraged Ihem to seek the 
reward of Allah and His Paradise.^^® 

Obliging them to fulfil the duties enjoined by Allah 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (.^) wrote to Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas and 
the troops who were with him, otfering the following advice; “I urge 
you and the troops who are with you to fear Allah in all 
circumstances, for fear of AUah is the best means of preparation to 
face the enemy and the best plan at times of war. I command you and 
those who are with you to be more cautious of sin than of your 
enemy, for the sins of an army are more alarming for them than their 
enemy, and the Muslims are only granted divine help because of their 
enemy’s disobedience towards Allah.”^^^ 

He should forbid them to be distracted 
by trade, agriculture and so on 

‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (4^) ordered calls to go out to the 
commanders of his troops and inform them that their salary would he 
ongoing and provisions would be supplied to their families, and to 
tell them not to engage in agriculture; he even punished those who 
did not obey these orders.^^° All of that was because ‘Umar (4^) was 
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keen to make his troops focus completely on jihad and spreading 
Islam, and not let them become attached to the land that they farmed 
so that they became preoccupied with it. Thus ‘Umar (4^) was able 
to develop an army that was devoted to fightmg and was ready for 
action whenever needed, and he guaranteed that they would not be 
scattered to gather Ĕnits and engage in other agricultural tasks such 
as harvesting, tiUing and marketing.^^^ 

4.4. His concem with the borders of the state 

‘Umar worried about the Muslims and the borders of the 
Islamic state, which was expanding. He was reluctant to fight the 
Byzantines and when he mentioned them he said; “By Allah, I >vish 
that there was a line of buming coais between us and them; whatever 
was within that line would be ours and whatever lay beyond it would 
belong to the Byzantines.”^^^ He said the same thing conceming the 
border between the Islamic state and Persia; “I wish that between as- 
Sawad and the mountains there was a barrier, so that they could not 
reach us and we could not reach them. The countryside of as-Sawad 
is sutBcient for us, and I prefer the safety of the Mushms to the spoils 
of war.”^^^ 

He ordered that military bases be set up, that would play a 
multi-faceted role; we have referred to some of them above. These 
would also serve as control centres in strategic locations near the 
border between them and the conquered lands, to repel any 
aggression S-om without, as well as being centres for the assembling 
of troops and for the spread of Islam. Poremost among these centres 
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were the eities of BaSra and Koofa, which faced the Persian state, and 
al-Fustat in Egypt?^'^ Other posts on the coasts of Egypt and Syria 
were set up to repel Byzantme attacks by sea. He later established 
four armies which were known as the atmy of Homs, the army of 
Damascus, the army of Jordan and the artny of Palestine. The soldiers 
became known by the army in which they served, and the army name 
would be attached to their own names, so that the commanders could 
tell them apart and so as to make administratiye matters run more 
smoothly, both during military missions and when paying the 
troops.^^^ 

This was in addition to the camps and fortifications on the 
borders Irom which the enemy had been expelled and which had 
been taken over by the Muslims who tumed them into militaiy bases 
and installed their troops there to protect the borders of the Muslim 
state.^^^ 

Every time the Muslims advanced, they would set up a border 
post in the farthest point they reached to guard the border, and they 
filled the post with soldiers who would stay there; the most qualified 
leader would be appointed in charge of it.^^^ 

Among the most important of these procedures that ‘Umar 
adopted in Iraq and the eastem regions were the outposts which were 
set up between the Muslims and the Persians. When news of the 
Persians regrouping under the leadership of Yazdagird reached the 
commander of al-Muthanna ibn Haiithah and the Muslims, they 
wrote to the caliph ‘Umar, telling him of that. The reply came: “Get 
out lirom amongst the Persians and scatter among the oases that are on 
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the border between your land and theirs.” Al-Muthanna carried out 
this order.^^* 

Before al-Qadisiyah, ‘Umar (.c^) gave Sa‘d this advice: 
“When you reach al-Qadisiyah, let your outposts be at the edges of 
it.”^^^ In Jaloola’, ‘Umar wrote to Sa‘d saying: “If Allah defeats the 
two armies—the army of Mahran and the army of al-Antaq — let al- 
Qa‘qa‘ ibn ‘Amr advance to the border post of Hulwan with the 
Muslim troops, in order to protect the area from enemy advancement, 
and to protect his fellow Muslim troops, whether they are on the 
march or in camp.”^'*® 

Hence the commander Sa‘d ibn Abi Waqqas encouraged 
his troops in Iraq to advance towards the Persians, telling them that 
the borders and mountain passes were sealed, and saying, “There is 
nothing to fear behind you, so do not worry about being attacked 
from the rear.”^* 

We may note that these outposts that were set up during the 
time of ‘Umar were only established on the orders of the supreme 
commander of the military administration, when the caliph ‘Umar 
said to the commanders of the outposts: “Distract the Persians from 
your brothers, protect your ummah and your land, and stand guard 
over the border between Persia and al-Ahwaz until you receive 
hirther instmctions.”^'*^ 

The number of posts in Koofa alone at the time of ‘Umar was 
four: the post of Hulwan, which was commanded by aI-Qa‘qa‘ ibn 
‘A mr at-Tameemi, the post of Masbadhan, which was commanded 


238 

239 

240 
24! 
242 


Op. cit 
Ibid. 

Al-Iddrah al-‘Askariyah, 1/454, quoting trom at-Tabari. 
Ibid. 

Ibid. 


‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb 367 

by pirar ibn al-Khattab al-Fahri, the post of Qarqeesiya^'^^, which 
was commanded by ‘Umar ibn Malik az-Zuhri, and the post of 
Mosul, which was commanded by ‘Abdullah ibn al-Mu‘tun al-‘Absi. 
Each of these commanders had a deputy who could run the post if he 
went out on some mission. 

It is worth mentioning that whenever the Muslims built a 
fortified post or founded a new city, the first thing they did was to 
establish the mosque, because of the role it played in da‘wah, 
teaching and jihad, as is well known.^"^ 

With regard to the guarding of the border between the 
Byzantines and the Muslims on the Syrian riont at the time of ‘Umar 
(i^), he also paid attention to that ffom the onset of the Muslim 
eonquests in Syria, when he took many defensive measures to protect 
the region, such as building watchtowers, establishing border patrols, 
setting up outposts and fortiiying coastal cities, as well as installing 
Aghters in the conquered fortresses. He placed the entire S^Tian coast 
under a single military command. In the year m which ‘Umar himself 
went to Syria to sign the peace treaty with the people of Jerusalem, he 
checked on some of the Syrian border posts and set up guards and 
outposts. He travelled from one to another to see whattheir defensive 
needs were.^"^^ Then he went back to Madeenah, but before he lefl, he 
addressed the people and said: “I have been appointed over you and I 
have fuifilled that which Allah appointed me to do for you. In sha ’ 
Alldh we have shared the fay‘iairly among you. We have appointed 
troops for you, and we have made it easy for you by giving you yom 
right to the booty...”^'^® 
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When Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah eonquered Antakiyah 
(Antioch) on the northem border of Syria, the cahph ‘Umar wrote to 
him saying: “Organize a group of good Muslims to stay in Antakiyah 
and protect the city, and do not withhold provision from them.”^^ 
Abu ‘Ubaydah transferred some people from Homs and Ba‘lbek to 
protect the border from any extemal aggression. He appointed 
Habeeb ibn Maslamah al-Fahri in charge of the border post, and he 
took the post of Antakiyah as a base for attacks on regions beyond the 
border. Supplies were sent from this post to the front lines on the 
Byzantine front, and from it was launched the attack on al- 
Jaijoomah^"** with whose people a peace treaty was made, stipulating 
that they would help the Muslims against Ihe Byzantines, and act as 
spies for them and set up outposts in the Likam mountains.^'*^ 
Similarly, when Abu ‘Ubaydah marched to the border post of 
Balis he organized a group of fighters there, and settled it with 
Syrian Arabs who had become Muslims after the Muslims had come 
there, to guard the border and protect it agamst Byzantine attacks.^^* 

Other fortifications and defensive methods were adopted by 
the govemor Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufiyan to protect the Muslim 
borders on the Syrian coast at the end of the reign of ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab and at the beginning of the reign of ‘Uthman ibn ‘Af£an. He 
built a number of fortresses, such as Atarsus^^^, Marqiyah^^^, 
Balniyas^^'* and Bayt Saleemah. He also developed the fortresses that 
had been taken over by the MusUm troops on the Syrian coast, and 
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filled them all with troops, allocating land for them and building 
watchtowers, where he installed guards to keep watch for the enemy. 
Each watchtower had a beacon to mform others that were nearby, 
until the news reached the cily and other outposts within a short 
period of time, so that they could hasten towards the firont from which 
the enemy was coming so as to block their advance.^^^ 

With regard to the defence of the border between the Muslims 
and the Byzantmes on the Egyptian front during the reign of ‘Umar 
( 4 ^), he paid attention to this as he did to the other fronts. He 
commanded ‘Amr ibn ah‘As to build al-Fustat as a militaiy base and 
gathering-point for the Muslim troops in the region, and he appointed 
someone in charge of every tribe. This was the starting-point for the 
Muslim cohquests of North ACrica, in addition to its being one of the 
most important posts for the defence of Egypt, as well as other 
missions that it undertook. With regard to its location, as with 
previous bases, ‘Umar stipulated that there should be no body of 
water between it and the central headquarters in the city, so that 
communications between them could be ongoing and 
straightforward.^^^ 

‘Amr ibn al-‘As used to remind his troops that their stay in 
Egypt was a kind of guarding the border, as he said: “Remember that 
you are in a state of guarding the border until the Day of 
Resurrection, because of the large number of enemies aroimd you 
who are longing to finish you off and take your land as a source of 
agriculture, wealth and many blessings.” During the period in which 
the Muslim troops conquered the fortresses and outposts along the 
Egyptian border, they renovated and repaired them, and made use of 
them in guarding the border, stationing troops there. Al-‘Areesh was 
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the JBrst outpost in Egypt.^^^ ‘Umar ordered that outposts be 
estabUshed along the entire Egyptian coast^^®, and when ‘Amr ibn 
al-‘As conquered Alexandria, he stationed one thousand armed men 
there to guard it. Their number proved msuEBcient, which 
encouraged the Byzatitiaes to come back by sea, and they killed a 
number of the armed men, whilst others managed to Aee. ‘Amr came 
back and conquered the area again, and this time he appointed one- 
quarter of his anny to guard Alexandria. He stationed another quarter 
to guard the Coast, and he stayed in al-Fustat with the remaining 
half2^^ 

Every year, ‘Umar used to send warriors from Madeenah to be 
stationed in Alexandria, and he wrote to the govemors telling them 
not to neglect that city and to allocate troops to it, in addition to the 
troops who were stationed there by ‘Amr ibn al-‘As.^®” Thus ‘Umar’s 
vision of protecting and guarding the land borders on the three fronte; 
of lfaq, Syria and Egypt, was ftilfilled.^®* Nor was the matter limited 
to these defensive means of guarding the Islamic borders. Rather 
‘Umar also established the system of summer and winter campaigns, 
whereby troops went out evety year on regular patrols in the summer 
and in the winter, covering all the borders of the Islamic state. Some 
of the greatest leaders were in charge of these campaigns, such as 
Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah, Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi Sufiyan, an- 
Nu‘man ibn Muqrin and many others.^®^ 
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‘Umar increased the supplies and salaries given to those 
soldiers who were sent to guard the border posts, so as to help them 
put up with their being far away from their homes, and he also 
allocated land to them.^^^ ‘Umar’s commanders used to give a share 
of the booty to the men who were stationed at the outposts, just as 
they gave shares to their own soldiers, because the outposts were a 
shield for the Muslims, protecting them against attack from any 
direction.^^ When the caliph ‘Umar was dying, he offered advice to 
the caiiph who came after him saying: “I advise the caliph who comes 
after me to treat the soldiers in the outposts well, for they are the 
shield of Islam; they eollect money and annoy the enemy. He should 
not take from them anything except that which is surplus to their 
needs, with their consent.”^®^ 

4.5. The relationship between 'Umar and the kings 

The relationship between ‘Umar and the king of Persia was 
one of war. When he died, his soldiers were still pursuing Yazdagird 
in his own land and dismantling his kingdom. With regard to his 
relationship with the king of Byzantium, the peace treaty between the 
two states was concluded after ‘Umar had conquered Syria and al- 
Jazeerah, and there was ah exchange of letters between bim and the 
king of Byzantium. Arab historims state that this correspondence 
was with Heraclius, but they do not say whether it was with Heraclius 
I, from whom ‘Umar wrested the land of Syria, or with his son 
Heraclius II, who was known as Heraclius Constantine, because 
Heraclius I died in 641 C.E, (21 A.H.), and was succeeded by his son 
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in the sarae year, i.e., two years before the death of ‘Umar (^^). 
Whether the correspondence was with Heraclius I or Heraclius II, 
messengers used to come and go between them. Umm Kulthoom bint 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, the wife of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, once sent a gift 
to the empress, the wife of Heraclius, with an envoy who had come to 
Madeenah from the king of Byzantium, and the empress sent a gift of 
precious jewels in retum. ‘Umar took them and placed them in the 
bayt al-mdl. The books of histoiy state that Umm Kulthoom sent that 
gift with the mail of ‘Umar.^®* 

4.6. The results of 'Umar's conquests 

1. The destruction of the Sasanid Persian state, and the containment 
of the Byzantme Roman state, which brought about ao end to the 
senseless contlict that had been ongoing between the Byzantmes and 
the Persians, which has caused the peoples of the region to endure 
continuous wars that had exhausted both states, and for which there 
was no purpose except to protect the interests of the rulers of both 
states. 

2. The emergence of a single leadership for this region which lay in 
the middle of the earth and extended from the borders of China in the 
east to North Atrica in the west, and from the Arabian sea in the south 
to Asia Minor in the north. This was a new leadership such as 
mankind had never seen, subject to the same rules, systems and 
values as other peoples in the region. 

3. The domination of a divine system over all people, without 
pressuring them to change their beliefs or their religions, and without 
differentiatmg between black, red, white or yellow. Rather all people 
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were equal before the laws of AUah, and the only criterion of 
superiority was piety. The people realized the beneSts of appl^dng the 
laws of Allah in their lives, as that brought safety, stabUity, blessings 
and ample provision, etc. 

4. The emergence of a new ummah, which was united by the doctrine 
of Tawheed and the laws of Allah, may He be glorified and exalted. 
The bonds of race, lineage or other worldly factors no longer 
mattered. In this ummah emerged leaders of all races, who acquired 
positions of hi^ status among the ummah, with nothing to detract 
ifom that status. Hence they used to say to those who fought them: “If 
you accept our religion, we wiU leave among you the Book of Allah 
as a way of lif6 for you, and provided that you adhere to its ruhngs, 
we will go back and leave your coimtry to you.”^^^ 

5. There emerged an integrated, balanced and harmonious 
civilization, which included within its borders interactions between 
nations and peoples who were all subject to the laws of Allah. AIl 
peoples were accepted as members of this civilization, black, yeUow 
and white, in accordance with the divine system and mlings. ‘Umar 
became an example of leadership in his time, giving us a shining 
example of a knowledgeable, believmg, strong man, who used all the 
resources of his state, his troops, his followers, his knowledge and aU 
the means at his disposal to support the religion of AUah and serve 
mankind, to make the word of AUah supreme and to bring people 
forth Ĕ^om darkness to light, fi:om the worship of men and material 
things to the worship of Allah. Thus he fulfiUed the words of Allah: 

^Tliose [Muslim rulers] who, if We give them power in the land, 
[they] enjoin Igamat as-Saldh [i.e. to pertorm 1he five compulsory 
congregational Saldh (prayers) (the males in mosques)], to pay the 
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Zakah and they enjoin al-Ma ‘roof [i.e. Islamic Monotheism and all 
that Islam orders one to do], and forbid al-Munkar [i.e. disbelief, 
polytheism and all that Islam has forbidden] [i.e. they make the 
Qur’an as the law of their country in all the spheres of life]. And with 
AUah rests the end of [all] matters [of creatures].^ (Qur’an 22: 41) 

The Islamic conquests produced a noble human civilization in 
the shade of Islam. Thus we may understand that a divinely-guided 
civilization is one in which a group interacts to act as vicegerent on 
earth within the tramework of Islamic concepts of life, the universe 
and man.^^* 


5. The Last Days of 'Umar's Life 

The caliph ‘Umar was a fine example of a just, believing 
caliph, a pious, pure, strong and honest mujdhid, a strong fortress for 
the ummah and its ‘aqeedah. He spent his entire caliphate serving his 
reUgion and his ‘aqeedah and his ummah, which he had been 
appointed to lead. He was the supreme commander of the army, and 
ihefaqeeh and mujtahid to whom everyone referred. He was a just 
judge and a compassionate father who was merciful to his flock, 
young and old, weak and strong, poor and rich. He was a sincere 
believer in Allah and His Messenger, a brilliant politician and a wise 
and decisive administrator. Under his leadership the structure of the 
ummah was strengthened, and during his reign the piUars of the 
Islamic state were established and the greatest yictories were 
achieved over the Persians at al-Qadisiyah, al-Mada’in, Jaloola’ and 
Nahawand. Syria and Egypt were conquered and freed from tiie 
domination of Byzantium.^^^ Islam entered most of the lands 
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surroirading the Arabian Peninsula. His caliphate was a strong barrier 
against tribulation and civil war. ‘Umar hiniself was like a closed 
door, and those who sought to stir up tribulation could find no way to 
reach the Muslims during his lifetime.^™ 

5.1. Discussion between ^Umar and 
Hudhayfah conceming tribulations 
(and the approaching breaking of the door) 

Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman (^) said: “We were with Ibn al- 
Khattab and he said, ‘Who among you remembers what the 
Messenger of Allah (^) said about Jitnah (tribulation)? I said, ‘I 
remember it as he said it’ He said, ‘Tell us, what a great man your 
father was!’ I said, ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah (^) say, «‘The 
tribulation of a man is with regard to his family, his wealth, his own 
self, his son and his neighbour, and it may be expiated by means of 
fasting, praying and giving charity, and by enjoining what is good 
and forbidding what is evil.’» ‘Umar said, ‘That is not what I mean. 
What I mean is tiie tribulations which will come like the waves of the 
sea.’ I said, ‘What does that have to do with you, O’ Ameer al- 
Mu’mineen‘? Between you and them is a closed door.’ He asked, 
‘Will that door be broken or opened?’ I said, ‘It will be broken.’ He 
said, ‘Then it will never be closed until the Hour begins.’” Abu 
Wa’il, the one who narrated it Irom Hudhayfah, said; “Did ‘Umar 
know who was meant by the door?” Hudhaylah said, “Yes. He knew 
it for certain.” Then Abu Wa’il said, “Let us ask Hudhayfah who is 
meant by the door.” We said to Masrooq, “Go and ask Hudhayfah 
who is the door.” Masrooq asked Hudhayf^, “Who is the door?” 
Hudhayfah said, “It is ‘Umar.”^^^ 
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Hudhayfah infoimed ‘Umar ( 4 ^) that he was the strong door 
which was preyenting tribulation or civil war trom engulhng the 
Muslinas, but this door would be broken, which meant that after that 
it would never be closed again until the Hour began. This is what 
‘Umar understood, namely that tribulations would continue to be 
widespread and common among the Muslims and they would never 
be able to eliminate them or put a stop to them. Hudhayfah ( 4 ^) was 
not stating that of his own accord or expecting it to happen, for he had 
no knowledge of the unseen, rather he heard it from the Messenger of 
AUah (^) and understood it and memorized it as he had heard it. 
Hence he commented on what he told ‘Umar by saying: “I have told 
you a hadith and I am not mistaken — i.e., it is a sahĕeh and true 
hadith, not a mistake or a fabrication -— because I heard it from the 
Messenger of Allah (^).” Moreover, ‘Umar was aware of the facts 
that Hudhayfah told him, for he knew that his caliphate was a strong 
door that was preventing tribulation from enguMng the Muslims, and 
that tribulation wduld never overwhelm the Muslims during his 
caliphate and his litetime.^^^ ‘Umar had leamed from the Messenger 
of Allah (^) that he would be killed, and that he would meet Allah as 
a martyr. Anas ibn Malik said: «“The Messenger of Allah (^) 

climbed Mount Uhud, accompanied by Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and 
‘Uthman, and the mountain shook with them. The Messenger of 
Allah (^) stuck it with his foot and said, ‘Stand frrm, O’ Uhud, for 
there is no one on you but a Prophet, a Siddeeg and two majtyrs. 

5.1.1. The du'd' of 'Umar during his last Hajj, 23 A.H. 

It was narrated from Sa‘eed ibn al-Musayyib that when ‘Umar 
departed from Mina, he stopped in al-Abtah, made a pile of sand, 
threw his cloak over it and lay down on it, then he raised his hands 


Al-Khulafa’ ar-Rashidoon by al-KMlidi, p. 79. 
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towards heaven and said: “O’ Allah, I have grown old and weak, and 
the people under my care have been scattered, Take me (in death) 
before I commit any act of neglect or heedlessness. ” Then he went to 
Madeenah.^^"* 

5.1.2. 'Uma/s prayer for martyrdom 

It was narrated from Zayd ibn Aslam that ‘Umar said: «‘‘0’ 
Allah, bless me with martyrdom for Yonr sake, and cause me to die in 
the land of Your Prophet.” According to another report: “O’ AUah, 
let me be kiUed for Yonr sake and die in the land of Yonr Prophet. ” It 
was asked: “How could that happen?” He said, “AUah may cause it 
to happen.”»^^^ Shaykh Yoosuf ibn al-Hasan ibn ‘Abdul-Hadi 
commented on ‘Umar’s prayer for mart^Tdom by saying: “Wishing 
for martyrdom is mustahabb, and it is different from wishing for 
death. If it is asked, what is tihe difference between them? The answer 
is that wishing for death is seeking to hasten death before its time has 
come, but the longer a man Iives the more good he does. Wishing for 
martyrdom is asldng for death at its proper time, as a martyr; it is not 
asking for death to be brought forward from its appointed time, rather 
it is seeking a virtuous death.”^^^ 

5.1.3. The dream of 'Aw£ ibn M^ik al-Ashja''i 

‘Awf ibn Malik aI-Ashja‘i said: “During the caUphate of Abu 
Bakr ( 4 ^), I saw a rope hanging down from heaven, and the people 


Tdreekh al-Madeenah, 3/872. Its isnad is saheeh up to Sa‘eed ibn al- 
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were stretching up to reach it. ‘Umar was three cubits taller than the 
others, and I asked, ‘Why is that?’ He said, ‘Because he is one of the 
yicegerents of Allah on earth, and he does not fear the blame of any 
blamer, and he will be killed as a martyr. ’ The next moming, I went to 
Abu Bakr and told him about that, and he said, ‘O’ slave, go to Abu 
Hafs and call him to me.’ When he came, he said, ‘O’ ‘Awf, tell him 
what you saw.’ When I told him that he was one of the yicegerents of 
AUah, ‘Umar said, ‘Does a sleeper see all of this?’ He Said, ‘Tell him 
about it.’^^^ When ‘Umar was appoiuted caliph, he came to al- 
Jabiyah and whilst he was delivering a speech, he called me and told 
me to sit down. When he had hnished his speech, he said, ‘Tell me 
about your dream.’ I asked, ‘Didn’t you forbid me to speak of it?’ He 
said, ‘I didn’t mean it, O’ man.’^^® According to another report, he 
said, ‘Were you not tellmg lies?’ He said, ‘No, but I felt shy before 
Abu Bakr.’^’^ When I told him he said, ‘As for becoming caliph, that 
has happened, as you can see. With regard to notTearing the blame of 
any blamer, I do not fear anyone but Allah, and I hope that that is 
tme. But as for being Idlled as a martyr, how can that happen when I 
am in the Arabian Peninsula?”’^*® 

5.1.4. The dream of Abu Moosa al-Ash'ari 
conceming the death of 'Umar 

Abu Moosa al-Ash‘ari said: “I saw myself as if I had taken 
many horses, then they started to disappear, one after another, until 
only one was left. I took it and went to Jabal Zalaq, where I saw the 


Mahd as-Sawab, 3/869. 
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Messenger of Allah (^) with Abu Bakr beside hitn, and he was 
gesturing to ‘Umar to come.” I (Ihe nanator) said, “Why don’t you 
write news of that to ‘Umar?” He said, “I do not want to tell him the 
news of his own death.”^** 

5.1.5. The last Jutnu'ah khuthah 
given by 'Umar in Madeenah 

‘ Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘ Awf narrated some of what ‘Umar said in 
his khutbah on Priday 21 Dhu al-Hijjah 23 A.H., which was his last 
khutbah. I have quoted what ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf said in my 
discussion of how Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq was appomted as cahph, in 
my biography of Abu Bakr. ‘Umar himself told the Muslims of a 
dream that he had seen and interpreted it for them. He said in that last 
khutbah: “I have seen a dream, and I think it signals my death. I saw 
rayself being pecked by a rooster twice, and the people were telling 
me to appoint a caliph after me. Allah will not cause His rehgion or 
His caliphate to be lost, nor that with which He sent His Prophet. If I 
die, then the caliphate is to be deeided by a council of these six men 
with whom the Messenger of Allah (^) was pleased when he 
died.”^*^ 

5.1.6. 'UmaTs meeting with Hudhayfah 
before he tvas stabbed 

Four days before ‘Umar was martyred —: i.e. on Sunday 23 
Dhu al-Hijjah — ‘Umar met with the two Sdhabis, Hudhayfah ibn al- 
Yaman and Sahl ibn Hunayf (may Allah be pleased with them both). 


At-Tabaqdt by Ibn Sa‘d, 3/332, its isnad is saheeh. 
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He had appointed Hudhayfah to estimate the kharaj on the land 
which was irrigated by the water of the Tigris, and he had appointed 
Sahl ibn Hunayf to estimate the khardj of the land which was 
irrigated by the water of the Euphrates. He said to them: “What did 
you do? I am afraid that you may have imposed more that the land 
can bear.” They said, “We imposed a reasonable amount.” ‘Umar 
said, “If Allah keeps me safe, I will leave the widows of the people of 
Iraq needing no man atter me.” But he was stabbed four days after 
this discussion with these two Sahdbis^^^ 

5.1.7. 'Umar preventmg the prisoners 
£rom settling in Madeenah 

‘Umar did not give the prisoners from the conquered regions 
permission to enter Madeenah, the capital of the caliphate. He 
forbade the Magians of Iraq and Persia, and the Christians of S^uia 
and Egypt, to settle in Madeenah, unless they became Muslim and 
entered the faith. This attitude is indicative of his wisdom and 
foresight, because these defeated people hated Islam and had plenty 
ofmotives to conspire and plot againstlslam and the Muslims. Hence 
he forbade them to settle in Madeenah, so as to ward o£f evil from the 
Mus lims . But some of tibie Sahdbah (may Allah bepleased wifti them) 
had slaves from among these Christian and Magian prisoners, and 
some ofthem urged ‘Umar to give permission to some of these slaves 
to settle in Madeenah, so that they could make use of them in their 
work. So ‘Umar reluctantly gave pennission to some of them to settle 
in Madeenah, and what he expected and had wamed against came to 


Al-Khulafa ’ ar-Rdshidoon by al-KMlidi, p. 82; Bukhaii, hadith no. 3700. 
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5.2. The murder of 'Umar artd the story of the 
consultative council (shoora) 

5.2.1. The murder of 'Umar (4^) 

‘Amr ibn Ma^mioon said: “I was standing with no one between 
me and him but ‘ AbduHah ibn ‘Abbas on tiie day when he was stmck, 
When he passed between the rows, he would say, “Make (your rows) 
straight,” and when they were straight, he would go torward and say 
takbeer, and he would recite Soorah Yoosufox an-Nahl, or a similar 
Soorah in the first rak‘ah, until all the people had gathered. No 
sooner had he said the takbeer, but I heard him say, “The dog has 
killed — or devoured — me!” when he was stabbed. The toreigner 
(non-Arab mfidel) tried to fiee, wielding a two-edged knife, and he 
did not pass by anyone, right or left, but he stabbed him. He stabbed 
thirteen people, of whom seven died. When one of the Muslim men 
saw that, he threw a cloak over him and when the foreigner realized 
that he had been caught, he killed himself. ‘Umar took the hand of 
‘Abdur-Rato&i ibn ‘Awf and made him go forward to lead the 
peopie in prayer. Those who were immediately behind ‘Umar saw 
what had happened; those who were in other parts of the mosque did 
not realize, but they missed ‘Umar’s voice, and they were saying, 
“Subhdn-Alldh.” ‘Abdur-Ralunan led them in a brief prayer, and 
when they tinished, ‘Umar said, “O’ Ibn ‘ Abbas, see who killed me.” 
He went aroimd for a while, then he eame and said, “It was the slave 
of al-Mugheerah.” He asked, “The craftsman?”^*^ He smd, “Yes.” 
He said, “May Allah cuise him, I told his master to treat him welL 
Praise be to AUah Who has not caused my death to be at the hands of 
a man who claimed to be a Muslim. You and your father — meaning 


The crattsman: Reterring to the slave of al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah, Abu 
Lu’Iu’ah Fayrooz. 




382 The Conguests o/Syria, Egypt and Libya 


al-‘Abbas and his son, ‘AbduUah — wanted to bring more inridel 
foreigners to Madeenah!” Al-‘Abbas was the one who had the most 
slaves, and ‘AbduUah said, “If you wish (we will kill them).” ‘Umar 
said, “No, that is wrong, after they have leamed yo\xr language and 
started to pray facing your qiblah, and performed Hajj as you do.” 

‘Umar was carried to his house, and we set off with him, and it 
was as if no calamity had ever struck the people before. Some 
nabeedh was brought to him and he drank it, but it came out from his 
stomach. Then some milk was brought to him and he drank it, but it 
came out tiurough his wound. They realized that he was dying, so we 
entered his house and the people came and started praising him. He 
said: “O’ ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, see what debts I owe.” They worked 
it out, and the total came to eighty-six thousand or thereabouts. He 
said, “If the family of ‘Umar can afford it, pay it off from what you 
collect from them. Otiierwise ask Banu ‘Adiyy ibn Ka‘b, and if their 
wealth is not enough then ask Quraysh, but do not go to anyone else 
after them. Pay off this money on my behaLf. And go to ‘A’ishah, the 
Mother of the Believers, and say, “ ‘Umar sends you greetings of 
peace. Do not say Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, for today I am no longer the 
leader of the believers. Say, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab is asking for 
permission to stay with his two companions.” ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
said sa/dm and asked permission, then he went to her and found her 
sitting weeping. He said, “Umar ibn al-Khattab sends you saldms and 
is asking for permission to be buried with his two companions.” She 
said, “I had wanted it for myself, but today I will give it up for him.” 
When he came back, it was said, “Abdullah ibn ‘Umar has come.” 
‘Umar said, “Lift me up.” So a man helped him to sit up and he 
asked, “What news do you have?” He said, “That which you want to 
hear, O’ Ameeral-Mumineen. Shehasgivenpermission.” He said, 
“Praise be to AUah, nothing was worrying me more than that. When 1 
pass away, carry me there and say: “ ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab is asking 
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permission to enter. When permission is given to me, earry me in, but 
if she says no, then take me to the graveyard of the Muslims.” When 
he died, we took him out and set ofF walking. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar 
said saldm and said, “Umar ibn al-Khattab is seeking permission to 
enter.” ‘A’ishah (i^) said, “Bring him in.” So he was brought in and 
placed there with his two companions.^®^ 

There are other reports which describe in detail the events that 
are not mentioned in the report of ‘Amr ibn Maymoon. Ibn ‘Abbas 
( 4 ^) said: “ ‘Umar(,[^) was stabbed before dawn, by Abu Lu’lu’ah, 
the slave of al-Mugheerah ibn Shu‘bah, who was a Magian.”^*^ Abu 
Rafi‘ (.,^) smd; “Abu Lu’lu’ah was a slave of al-Mugheerah ibn 
Shu‘bah, and he used to make grindstones. Al-Mugheerah used to 
deduct four dirhams fi:om him eveiy day. Abu Lu’lu’ah met ‘Umar 
and said, ‘O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, al-Mugheerah is takingtoo mueh 
^■om me; ask him to reduce it.’ ‘Umar said, ‘Fear Allah and be good 
to your master.’ ‘Umar intended to speak to al-Mugheerah and ask 
him to reduce it, but the slave got angry and said, ‘His justice e^tends 
to all of them except me.’ So he planned to killhim. He made a two- 
headed dagger, sharpened it and put poison on it, then he showed it to 
al-Hormuzan, and asked, ‘What do you think of this?’ He said, ‘I do 
not think you will strike anyone with it but you will kill him.’ Then 
Abu Lu’lu’ah waited for ati opportunity to strike ‘Umar. He came to 
him at the time of Fajr prayer and stood behind ‘Umar. As was his 
habit, when the iqdmah for prayer was given ‘Umar spoke to the 
people and told them to straighten their rows, then when he said the 
takbeer, Abu Lu’lu’ah stabbed him in the shoulder and then in his 
side, and ‘Umar fell down.”^*® ‘Amr ibn Maymoon (may Allah have 
mercy on him) said: “When he was stabbed, I heard him say. 
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C.. And the Command of AUah is a decree determined.^ 

(Qur’an 33: 38) 


5.2.2. Invention of a new way to 
select the caliph after him 

‘Umar’s concem remained focused on the unity and iuture of 
the ummah even during the last moments of his life, despite the 
painful wounds from which he was suffering. Undoubtedly this was a 
manifestation of his deep faith, sincerity and selUessness.^*^ During 
those critical moments, ‘Umar managed to invent a new and 
unprecedented way of choosing the new caliph. This is tangible and 
clear evidence of his understanding of the poUtics of the Islamic state. 
The Prophet (^) had passed away before him without clearly 
appointing a successor, and when Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq passed away, 
he appointed ‘Umar after consulting the senior Sahdbah. When 
‘Umar was asked to appoint a successor as he was on his death bed, 
he thought for a while, then he decided on a different method that 
suited the situation. When the Messenger of AUah (^) died, the 
people were all agreed upon the superiority and seniority of Abu 
Bakr, so the possibility of conUict was remote, especiaUy since the 
Prophet (^) had shown the ummah, in word and deed, that Abu Bakr 
was the most quaUfied to take control after he died. When Abu Bakr 
appointed ‘Umar as his successor, he knew that the Sahdbah were all 
convmced that ‘Umar was the strongest and most capable of bearing 
that responsibility after he was gone. So he appointed hun as caliph 
after consulting the senior Sahdbah, and no one disagreed with him, 
so there was consensus and they all swore allegiance to ‘Umar.^^° 


Al-Khale^ah al-Fdrooq ‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb by al-‘Ani, p. 161. 
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The method of selecting the new caUph was based on limiting 
shoora to a specific number of people. ‘Umar chose six of the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (^), all of whom had been 
present at Bajdr, and all of whom the Messenger of Allah (^) liad 
been pleased with at the time of his death. AU of them were fit to 
become caliph, even though they varied in their qualifications for the 
post. ‘Umar also defined the way in which the selection was to be 
made, and how long it should take, and he specified the number of 
votes that would be suIBcient to elect the caliph. He also appointed a 
man to watch over the procedures and cast the deciding vote in the 
event of equal numbers of votes for different candidates. He ordered 
some Iroops to keep watch over the proceedings and stipulated 
punishments for anyone who went against the jamd ‘ah. He sought to 
prevent disorder by ruling that no one was to enter or listen to what 
was going on in the assembly of decision makers.^^^ 

There follows a more detailed discussion of these events: 

The number of those appointed 
for the shoora, and their names 

The number of men appointed was six. They were; ‘Ali ibn 
Abi Talib, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Aflan, ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf, Sa‘d ibn 
Abi Waqqas, az-Zubayr ibn al-‘Awwam and Talhah ibn ‘Ubaydullah 
(may Allah be pleased with them all). Sa‘eed ibn Zayd ibn Nufayl 
was excluded even though he was one of die ten who had been 
promised Paradise; perhaps that was because he from the tribe of 
Banu ‘Adiyy (which was ‘Umar’s own tribe),^^^ 


Awwaliydt al-Fdrooq, p. 124. 
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The way in which the caliph was to be selected 

He conunanded them to assemble in the house of one of tiheir 
number and eonsult with one another. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar was to be 
present among them as an advisor only. Prayers were to be led by 
Suhayb ar-Roomi during this consultation period, and al-Miqdad ibn 
al-Aswad and Abu Talhah al-Ansari were commanded to watch over 
the election proceedings.^^^ 

How long the selection process took 

‘Umar ( 4 ^) stipulated a period of three days, which was 
suhEicient time. If they took longer than that, it would mean that deep 
conAict would spread, so he said to them; “Do not let the fourth day 
come without you havmg a leader over you.”^^'* 

The number of votes that are sujficient to elect the caliph 

“ ‘Umar commanded them to meet and consult one another, 
and he stated that if five of them agreed on a man and one objected, 
his head was to be struck with the sword. If four of them agreed on a 
mau and two of them objected, their heads were to be struck.”^^^ 

This is a report which has no sound isnad. It is one of the wehrd 
stories quoted by Abu Mukhnaf, and is contraiy to the saheeh texts 
and what is known of the conduct of the Sahdbah. Abu Mukhnaf 
narrated that ‘Umar said to Suhayb: “Stand over them — i.e., the 
people of shoora — and if five agree on a raan and one objects, strike 
his head with the sword. If four of them agree on a man and two 
object, then strike their heads.”^^*^ But this is a false report. How 
could ‘Umar have said such a thing, when he knew that they were 
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among the elite of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah (^), 
and he was the one who had chosen them for this task because he 
knew of their virtue and high status?^^^ It was narrated from Ibn Sa‘d 
that ‘Umar said to the Ansar: “Let them stay in a house for three days. 
If they come to an agreement (aU well and good), otherwise enter the 
house and strike their necks (i.e., cut off their heads).”^^* This is a 
munqati‘ report, and its isnad includes Sammak ibn Harb, who is 
da‘eef.^^ 

The correct report on this matter was narrated by Ibn Sa‘d witti 
an isnad whose men are thiqdt (tmstworthy), according to which 
‘Umar said to Suhayb: “Lead the people in prayer for three days, and 
leave this group of men in a house. When they have agreed upon a 
man, then whoever disagrees with them, strike his neck (i.e., execute 
him).’’^”” ‘Umar issued orders that anyone who tried to go 
against this group and cause diyision among the MuslLms was to be 
executed, acting upon ihe command of the Prophet (^): «“Whoever 
comes to you when you are united bebind one man, seeking to cause 
division among you, then execute him.”»^°^ 

Ruling in the case of a difference of opinion 

‘Umar advised them that ‘AbduUah ibn ‘Umar should be 
present with them in the gathering, but he was not to play any role. 
But he told them: “If three men approve of one man and three 
approve of another man, then refer to ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar, and 
whichever of the two groups he favours, let them choose a man fi:om 
among themselves. If they do not approve of the ruling of‘Abdullah 
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ibn ‘Umar, then go with the group among whom is ‘Abdur-Ra hm an 
ibn ‘Awf.” He described ‘Abdur-Rahman ibn ‘Awf asbeing wise and 
mature, saying, “What a wise man ‘Abdur-Ralunan ibn ‘Awf is, and 
how mature. He is guided and protected by Allah, so listen to 
him.”^°^ 

A group of Muslim soldiers were to watch 
over the election and preoent disorder 

‘Umar said to Abu Talhah al-Ansari: “O’ Abu Talhah, Allah, 
may He be exalted and gIorified, has supported Islam through you. 
Choose fifty men of the Ansar to urge this group until they choose a 
man fomi among their number.”^®^ And he said to al-Miqdad ibn al- 
Aswad: “When you have placed me in my grave, bring this group of 
men together in a house until they elect one of their number.”^®'^ 

Thus ended ‘Umar’s life. He did not let the calamity that had 
befallen him or the agonies of death prevent him fi-om organizing the 
Muslims’ aJKairs. He set up an unprecedented system for shoora, but 
there can be no doubt that the principle of shoora was already 
established in the Qur’an and the Sunnah, in the words and deeds of 
the Prophet (^). The Messenger of Allah and Abu Bakr had 
already applied this principle, and ‘Umar was not introducing 
something completely new and innovated. Rather what ‘Umar did 
was to devise a method for selecting the new caliph, and to stipulate 
the number of people h^om whom he w^ to be chosen. This was not 
done by the Messenger (^) or Abu Bakr ( 4 ^^); ‘Umar was the first 
one to do that and he did weU. It was the method that was best suited 
to the situation of the Sahdbah at that time.^”^ 
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5.3. ■'Umar^s advice to the caliph 
who was to come after him 

‘Umar offered important advice to the caliph who was to 
come after him and lead the ummah. He said: “I advise you to fear 
Allah alone, with no partner or associate. I advise you to treat the first 
Muhdjireen well and acknowledge their seniority. I advise you to 
treat the Ansar well, and show approval of those among them who do 
well, and forgive those among them who make mistakes. I advise yon 
to treat the people of the outlying regions well, for they are a shield 
against the enemy and conduits of fay do not take anything fi:om 
them except that which is suiplus to their needs. I advise you to treat 
the people of the desert well, for they are the original Arabs and the 
protectors of Islam. Take trom the surplus of their wealth and give it 
to their poor. I advise you to treat ahl adh-dhimmah well, to defend 
them against their enemies and not burden them with more than they 
can bear if they fulfil their duties towards the beheyers or pay the 
jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued. I advise 
you to fear AUah and fear His wrath, lest you do anything wrong. I 
advise you to fear AUah with regard to the people, but do not fear the 
people with regard to Allah. I advise you to treat the people justly, 
and to devote yourself to looking after them and protecting them 
agamst their enemies. Do not show any favour to the rich over the 
poor. That will be better for your spiritual well being and will help to 
reduce your burden of sin, and it will be better for your Hereatter, 
until you meet the One Who knows what is in your heart. I instract 
you to be strict with regard to the commands of Allah, His sacred 
lunits and disobedience with all people, both relatives and others. Do 
not show any mercy to anyone until you have settled the score with 
him according to his offence. Treat all people as equal, and do not 
worry about who is at fault or fear the blame of the blamers. Beware 
of showing favouritism among the believers with regard to the fay’ 
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that Allah has put you in charge of, lest that lead to injustice. Keep 
away trom that. You are in a position between this world and the 
Hereafler. If you conduct your affairs justly in this world and rehain 
from indulgence, that will eam you faith and divine pleasure. I advise 
you not to let yourself or anyone else do wrong to ahl adh-dhimmah. 
I advise you sincerely to seek thereby the Countenance of Allah and 
the Hereatter. I have chosen advice for you that I would ofFer to 
myself or my son. If you do as I have advised you and follow my 
instructions, you will have gained a great deal. If you do not accept it 
or pay attention to it, and do not handle your affairs in the way that 
pleases Aliah, that will be a shortcoming on your part and you will 
have failed to be sincere, because whims aud desires are the same and 
the cause of sin is Iblees, who calls man to everything that will lead to 
his doom. He misguided the generations who came before you and 
led them to Hell, what a terrible abode. What a bad deai it is for a man 
to take the enemy of Allah as his friend, who calls him to disobey 
Allah. Adhere to the truth, strive hard to reach it and admonish 
yourself. I urge you by Allah to show mercy to the Muslims, honour 
their elderly, show compassion to their young ones and respect the 
knowledgeable ones among them. Do not harm them or hmniliate 
them, and do not keep the fay’ for yourseIf lest you anger them. Do 
not deprive them of their stipends when they become due, thus 
making them poor. Do not keep them away on campaigns for so long 
that they end up having no children. Do not allow wealth to circulate 
only among the rich. Do not close your door to the people or allow 
the strong to oppress the weak. This is my advice to you, as Allah is 
my witness, and I greet you with peace.”^°® 


At-Tabaqdt by Ibn Sa‘d, 3/339; al-Baydn wa at-Tabyeen by al-Jahidh, 2/46; 
Jumhurat Khutab aI-‘Arab, 1/263-265; al-Kdmil fee at-Tdreekh, 2/210; al- 
Khaieefah al-Fdrooq ‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb by al-‘Am, Pp. 171, 172. 
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This advice is indicatiye of ‘Umar’s faEsightedoess with regard 
to matters of ruliag and administration, which clearly reAects an 
integrated methodology and system of ruling and administration.^*’^ 
This advice covers a number of very important issues and deserves to 
be viewed as a precious document because it includes basic 
principles of ruling which incorporate the religious, political, 
military, economic and social aspects of rule. 

5.3.1. Religious aspects 

1. Strong advice to fear Allah in seeret and in public, in word and 
deed, because the one who fears Allah will be protected by Him. “I 
advise you to fear Allah alone, with no partner or associate.” “I 
advise you to fear AUah and fear His wrath.” 

2. Imposing the hudood punishments on relatives and strangers alike. 
“Do not worry about who is at fault or fear the blame of the blamers” 
because hudood punishments are set out by shari‘ah and are part of 
the religion, and shari‘ah is evidence against people, so their words 
and deeds will be measured according to it, and neglecting it will 
corrupt religion and society. 

3. Firm adherence to Islam — 

^So stand [ask AUah to make] you [MuhammadJ firm and straight 
[on the religion of Islamic Monotheism] as you are commanded.^ 

(Qur’an 11: 112) 

This is something that is essential in both reHgious and worldly 
terms, and is something that is required of the ruler in both word and 
deeds, and also of the people. “Admonish yourseIf.” “Seek thereby 
the Countenance of AUah and the Hereatter.” 
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5.3.2. Political aspects 

1. Adhering to justice, because that is the basis of rule, and 
establishing justice among the people gives the ruler authority and 
respect, and brings political and social stability. It enhances the 
position of the ruler in the eyes of the people. “I advise you to treat 
the people justly.” “Treat all people as equal.” 

2. Taking care of the first Musliois ^rom among the Muhdjireen and 
Ansar, because of their seniorily in Islam, and because the Islamic 
religion and the political system that is based on it was established as 
the result of their striving, and they are its bearers and guardians. “I 
advise you to treat the lirst Muhdjireen well and acknowledge their 
seniority. I advise you to treat the Ansar well, and show approval of 
those among them who do well, and forgive those among them who 
make mistakes.” 


5.3.3. Military aspects 

3. Paying attention to the army and preparing it properly, because of 
the great responsibility that is placed on its shoulders, m order to 
guarantee the safety and security of the state. Paying attention to the 
needs of the fighters. 

4. Not keeping the lighters away from their families on the borders 
for too long, so as to avoid the boredom, anxiety and loss of morale to 
which that may lead. It is essential to give them leave at specitied 
times and let them go back to their families, so that they will not 
cease to produce offspring. “Do not keep them away on campaigns 
for so long that they end up having no children.” “I advise you to 
treat the people of the outiyiug regions well, for they are a shield 
against the enemy.” 

5. Giving each soldier the fay ’ and stipend to which he is entitled, in 
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order to guarantee a fixed income for him and his family, which will 
motivate him to fight in jihad and prevent him from wonying about 
his linancial affairs. “Do not keep the fay ’ for yourself lest you anger 
them.” “Do not deprive them of their stipends when they become 
due, thus making them poor.” 

5.3.4. Economic and fmancial aspects 

6. Taking care to distribute wealth among the people in a just and fair 
manner, avoidmg anything that could lead to the accumulation of 
wealth among one class, to the exclusion of others. “Do not allow 
wealth to circulate only among the rich.” 

7. Not burdening ahl adh-dhimmah with more than they can bear if 
they fulfil their Anancial obligations to the state. “(Do) not burden 
them with more than they can bear if they lullil their duties towards 
the believers.” 

8. Protecting the people’s financial rights and not neglecting them; 
avoiding the imposition of more than they can bear. “Do not take 
anything from them except that which is surplus to their needs.” 
“Take from the surplus of their wealth and give it to their poor.”^®^ 

5.3.5. Social aspects 

1. Taking care of the people, checking on them, meeting their needs 
and giving them their rights. “Do not deprive them of their stipends 
when they become due.” 

2. Avoiding selfishness, favouritism and following whims and 
desires, because diese things pose the danger of the leader being led 
astray and leading to coimption in society and the dismption of 
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hiiman relations. “Beware of showing favoiiritism among the 
believers with regard to the fay ’ that Allah has put you in charge of. ” 
“Do not show any favour to the rich over the poor.” 

3. Respecting the people and being humble towards them, yoimg and 
old, because this wiU lift human relations to a higher level and lead 
them to unite behind the leader and love him more. “I urge you by 
Allah to show mercy to the Muslims, honour their elderly, show 
compassion to their yoimg ones and respect the knowledgeable ones 
among them.” 

4. Being accessible to the people, by listening to their complaints, 
judging amottg them and settling scores, otherwise relations will be 
adversely affected and there will be instability in society. “Do not 
close your door to the people or allow the strong to oppress the 
weak.” 

5. Pollowing the truth and strivmg to establish it in society in all 
situations and circumstances, because this is a social necessity that 
mustbe achieved. “Adhere to the tmth, strive hard to reach it.” “Treat 
all people as equal, and do not worty about who is at fault.” 

6. Avoiding wrongdoing in all shapes and forms, especially with ahl 
adh-dhimmah, because justice is to be established among all those 
who come under the state’s rule, Muslims and otherwise, so that all 
may benetit from the justice of Islam. “I advise you not to let yourself 
or anyone else do wrong to ahl adh-dhimmah.” 

7. Taking care of the people of the desert and looking alter them. “I 
advise you to treat the people of the desert well, for they are the 
original Arabs and the protectors of Islam.”^”^ 

8. Purther advice offered by ‘Umar to the one who came after him 


Op. cit, Pp. 173-175. 
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was: “Do not leave anyone who was appointed during my reign for 
more than one year, but leave al-Ash‘ari for four years.”^^*^ 

5.4. The fmal moments 

Ibn ‘Abbas (.i^) described die final moments in the life of 
‘Umar when he said: “I entered to see ‘Umar when he had been 
stabbed, and said, ‘Receive the glad tidings of Paradise, O’ Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen, for you became Muslim when the people disbelieved, 
and you strove in jihad with the Messenger of Allah (^) when the 
people let him down. The Messenger of Allah (^) died when he was 
pleased with you, no one disputed your appointment as caliph, and 
you have been killed as a martyr.’ ‘Umar said, ‘Say it again.’ So I 
repeated it to him, and he said, ‘By Allah, besides Whom there is no 
other god, if I had all the gold and silver in the world, 1 would pay it 
to avoid the terror of what comes after death.’”^^* Accordmg to a 
report narrated by Bukhari, “As for what you have said about having 
been a Companion of the Messenger of Allah (^) and his having 
been pleased with me, that is a blessing that Allah has bestowed upon 
me. As for what you see of my worty, that is because I am worried 
about you and your companions. By Allah, if I had an eat1hful of 
gold, I would use it to ransom myself from the punishment of AUah 
before I saw it.”^*^ 

‘Umar was profoundly afiaid of the punishment of Allah even 
though the Prophet (^) had testified that he was bound for Paradise; 
despite that he made great efforts to establish the rule of Allah and 
justice, was a great ascetic, engaged in jihad and did other righteous 


'A^ al-Khildfah ar-Rdshidah, p. 102. 

Saheeh at-Tawtheeq fee Seerat wa Haydt al-Fdrooq, p, 383, 
Bukhari, Kitdb Fadd’il as-Sahdbah, hadith no, 3692, 
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deeds. This ofiFers an important lesson to the Muslims in general, lliat 
they should remember the stem punishment of AUab and the terrors 
of the Day of Judgement.^^^ 

‘Uthman tells of the last moments in tihe life of ‘Umar, as he 
says: “I was the last of you to see ‘Umar. I entered to see him and his 
head was resting in the lap ofhis son ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar. He said to 
him: “Lay my cheek upon the gtound.” He said, “Is there any 
difiEerence between my thigh and the ground?” He said, “Lay my 
cheek on the ground, may you be bereft of your mother,” the second 
or third time. Then he erossed his legs and I heard him say, “Woe to 
me and woe to my mother if Allah does not forgive me,” then his 
soul departed.^^'* 

This is an example of ‘Umar’s characteristic fear of Allah, for 
his last words were words of woe against himself if Allah did not 
forgive him, even though he was one of the ten who had been given 
the glad tidings of Paradise. But the one who knows more of Allah 
fears Allah more. His insistence that his son lay his cheek on the 
ground was a kind of humblmg himself in order to glorily Allah, 
because that would be more likely to bring a response to his du‘d’. 
This shows us how much his heart was focused on Allah.^^^ 

5.4.1. The date of his death and his age at dealh 

Adh-Dhahabi said: “He was mart^aod on a Wednesday, the 
twenty-sixth or twenty-seventh of Dhu al-Hijjah 23 A.H., and he was 
sixty-three years old accordmg to the correct view.”^*^ His caliphate 


At-Tdreekh al-Isldmi, 19/33. 

Saheeh at-Tawtheeq fee Seerat wa Haydt al-Fdrooq, p. 383. 
At-Tdreekh al-Isldmi, 19/44, 45. 

At-Tahdheeb, no. 177, quoting from Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/840. 
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lasted a little more than ten and alialf years.^^^ In Tareekh Abi Zar‘ah 
it is narrated that Jareer al-Bajali said: “I was with Mu‘awiyah and he 
said, ‘The Messenger of AUah (^) died when he was sixty-three 
years old, and Abu Bakr died when he was sixty-three years 
old, and ‘Umar ( 4 ^ 0 ) was killed when he was sixty-three years 
old.’”3‘« 

5.4.2. Ghusl, funeral prayer and burial 

It was narrated from ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar that ‘Umar was 
washed and shrouded and the ttmeral prayer was offered for him, 
although he was a martyr.^^^ The scholars differed conceming one 
who is killed unjustly — is he lilce a martyr so he should not be 
washed, or not? There are two views: 

1. That he should be washed. This report is evidence for those who 
are of this opinion.^^® 

2. That he should not be washed and the tuneral prayer should not be 
offered for him. Their answer conceming the story of ‘Umar is that 
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) lived for a while longer after 
he was stmck. If a martyr lives after he has been stmck, even a martyr 
who is stmck in battle, and eats or drinks or Uves-for-a long time^ 
afterwards, then he is to be washed and the fimeral prayer offered for 
him. ‘Umar lived for a wlule atlerwards, drinking water and whatever 
the doctor gave him. Hence he was washed and the fimeral prayer 
was offered for him.^^^ 


Siyar as-Salafhy Abu al-Qasim al-Isiahani, 1/160. 

Muslim, Padail as-^hdbah, hadith no. 2352; Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/843. 
At-Tabaqdt, 3/366, its isnad is saheeh. 

Al-Insdfby al-Mardawi, 2/503; Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/844. 

Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/845. 
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5.4.3. Who o£fered the hmeral prayer for him? 

Adh-Dhahabi said that Suhayb ibn Sinan offered the prayer for 
him.^^^ Ibn Sa‘d said: “ ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn asked Sa‘eed ibn al- 
Musayyib, ‘Who ofifered the tuneral prayer for ‘Umar?’ He said, 
‘Suhayb.’ He said, ‘How many takbeers did he say?’ He said, ‘Four.’ 
He asked, ‘Where was the prayer offered?’ He said, ‘Between the 
grave and the minbar.”'^^^ Ibn al-Musayyib said: “The Muslims 
looked and saw that Suhayb was leading them in the obligatory 
prayers, on the instraction of ‘Umar, so they made h im lead the 
timeral prayer for ‘Umar.”^^ ‘Umar did not appoint any of the six 
candidates for the caliphate to lead the prayer, lest that be seen as an 
endorsement of that man by ‘Umar. Suhayb was also held in high 
esteem by ‘Umar and the Sahdbah, and ‘Umar had said conceming 
him: “What a good man Suhayb is; even if he did not fear Allah, he 
still would not disobey Him.”^^^ 

5.4.4. The buiial of 'Umar 

Adh-Dhahabi said: “He was buried in the room where the 
Prophet (^) was buried.”^^^ Ibn al-Jawzi narrated that Jabir said: 

“ ‘Uthman, Sa‘eed ibn Zayd, Suhayb and ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar went 
down into the grave of ‘Umar.”^^’lt was narrated that Hisham ibn 
‘Urwah said: «“When the graves of the Prophet (0), Abu Bakr and 
‘Uthman collapsed during the time of al-Waleed ibn ‘Abdul- 
Malik^^*, they started to rebuild it, then a foot appeared and they got 


Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/845. 

At-Tabaqdt, 3/366, its isnad includes Khalid ibn Ilyas, who is matrook. 
At-Tabaqdt, 3/367; Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/845. 

Al-Fatdwa, 15/140. 

Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/846. 

Ibn Marwan al-Umawi, one of the Umayyad caliphs. 

Bukhari, Kitab al-Jand’iz, hadith no. 1326. 
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scared, thinking that it was the foot of the Prophet (^). They could 
not find anyone to confimi that, until ‘Urwah said to Ihem, ‘No, by 
Allah, it is not the foot of the Prophet (^) rather it is the foot of 
‘Umar 

We have mentioned above that ‘Umar sent word to ‘A’ishah 
saying; “Give me permission to be buried with my two companions. ” 
She said, “Yes by Allah.” Hisham ibn ‘Urwah ibn az-Zuba}n: said: “If 
any man S^om among the Sahdbah sent word to her conceming that, 
she would say, “I will not give it up for anybody.”^^® There is no 
dispute among the scholars; all are agreed that the Prophet (^), Abu 
Bakr and ‘Umar are buried in this place in the Prophet’s Mosque.^^* 

5.4.5. What 'Ali ibn Abi Talib said conceming 
'Umar (may AUah be pleased with them) 

Ibn ‘ Abbas said: “ ‘Umar was placed on his bed and the people 
surrounded him, praying for him before he was liAed up, and I was 
among them. Suddenly I felt a man taking hold of my shoulder and it 
was ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. He prayed for mercy for ‘Umar, then he said, 
‘There is no one that I would love to meet Allah with deeds Uke his 
more than you. By Allah, I always thought that you would join your 
two companions, for I remember that 1 often heard the Prophet (^) 
say, «‘Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and I went; Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and I entered; 
Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and I came out.’”»^^^ 


Bukhari, Kitdb al-rtisdm, hadith nos. 2671 and 6897. 
Mahd as-^wdb, 3/848. 

Ibid. 

Bukhari, Kitdb al-Mandqib, hadith no. 3685. 
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5.4.6. The e£6ect of his kiUing on the Mnslims 

This event had a great impact on the Muslims, for his death did 
not come atter a lengthy illness. The impact was made greater by the 
fact that it happened in the mosque when ‘Umar was leading the 
people in Fajr prayer. If we understand the state that the Muslims 
were in atter this happened, we will realize what an efifect it had on 
them. ‘Amr ibn Maymoon said; “It was as if no calamity had ever 
befallen the people before that day. Ibn ‘Abbas went to lind out what 
had happened after the killing of ‘Umar, and he did not pass by any 
group of people but they were weeping as if they had lost the dearest 
of their children.”^^^ 

‘Umar was a beacon of guidance, a criterion between truth and 
falsehood, so it was natural that the people should be afifected by his 
loss.^^"^ The people were clearly afifected deeply. It was narrated that 
aI-Ahnaf ibn Qays said: “When ‘Umar was stabbed, he ordered 
Suhayb to iead the people in prayer, and to feed them for three days 
imtil they agreed upon a man (to succeed him as caUph). When the 
food was served, the people refiained Brom eating. Al-‘Abbas said, 
‘O’ people, the Messenger of Allah (^) died and we ate and drank 
after he was gone, and Abu Bakr died, and we ate. The people cannot 
do without eating and drinking.’ Then he stretched forth his hand (to 
take food) and the people ate.”^^^ 

When mention of‘Umar was made to ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood 
(may Allah be pleased with them both), he wept until the pebbles 
grew wet with his tears, then he said: “ ‘Umar was a fortress of Islam, 
the people would enter Islam and not leave. When he died, the 


Al-‘Ashara al~Mubashsharoon bi al-Jannah by Muhammad Salih ‘Awd, p. 
44. 
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fortress was breached, and now people are going out of Islam.”^^'^ 

Before ‘Umar was kiiled, Abu ‘Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah used to 
say: “If ‘Umar dies, Islam will be weakened. I would not hke to hav6 
all that the sun rises and sets over in retum for surviving after ‘Umar 
is gone.” It was asked to him , “Why?” He said, “You will see what I 
am speaking about if you survive. If anyone comes after ‘Umar mid 
tries to rule in the same style as ‘Umar, the people will not obey him 
or support him, and if he is weak, they will kill him.”^^^ 


5.5. Lessons leamed £rom the killing of 'Umar 

5.5.1. Highlighting the hatred that is hidden 
in the kafirs' hearts against the believers 

This is indicated by the fact that the Magian Abu Lu’Iu’ah 
killed ‘Umar (^). That is the nature of the kuffdr in all times and in 
all places. Their hearts bear nothing but hatred, envy and resentment 
towards the Muslims, and they wish nothing but evil and doom for 
the believers. They would like nothing more than for the Muslims to 
apostatize from their religion and disbelieve after having become 
Muslims.^^® Anyone who looks closely at the story of ‘Umar’s 
slaying and what this hate-filled Magian Abu Lu’lu’ah did, will leam 
two important things from it which reveal the hatred that this kdjir 
held in his heart towards ‘Umar and the Muslims. These are; 

1. It is proven in at-Tabaqdt al-Kubra by Ibn Sa‘d, with a saheeh 


At-Tabaqdt al-Kubra, 3/284. 

At-Tabaqdt al-Kubra, 3/284; al-‘Askara al-Mubashsharoon bi al-Jannah, p. 
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isnad going back to az-Zuhri,^^^ that ‘Umar said to the Magian one 
day, “Have I not been told that you said, ‘If I wanted to I could make 
a grindstone that is driven by the wind’?” The Magian tumed to him 
frowning and said, “I shall make for you a grindstone that the people 
will taUc about.” ‘Umar tumed to those who were with him and said, 
“This slave is threatening me.” 

2. The second thing which points to the hatred that Elled the heart of 
this Magian is that when he stabbed ‘Umar, he also stabbed thirteen 
Sahdbah, seven of whom died as martyrs. According to the report of 
Imam al-Bukhari; «“The infidel foreigner Aew with a two-edged 
knife and he did not pass by anyone on his right or his left but he 
stabbed him, until he stabbed thirteen men, of whom seven 
died.”»^‘^ Even if ‘Umar had wronged him, what had the other 
Sahdbah done who were attacked by him? Allah forbid that ‘Umar 
should have wronged him. It is narrated in the report of Bukhari that 
when ‘Umar was stabbed, he said: «“O’ Ibn ‘Abbas, see who has 
killed me.” He went to find out, Ihen he came back and said. “(It was) 
the slave of al-Mugheerah.” He asked, “The craftsman?” He said, 
“Yes.” He said, “May Allah curse him; I told his master to treat him 
well. Praise be to Allah Who has not caused my death to be at the 
hands of a man who claims to be a MusUm.”»^'*^ 

Those enemies of Islam who love this Magian Abu Lu’lu’ah 
have built a memorial shrine to him in Iran which is similar to tiie 
idea of the “Unknown Soldier”. As-Sayyid Husayn al-Musawi, one 
of the scholars of an-Najaf, says: “In the hranian city of Kashan, in an 
area called Baghi Feen, there is a shrine like that of the ‘Unknown 
Soldier’ in which there is a fabricated grave for Abu Lu’lu’ah 
Fayrooz al-Farisi al-Majoosi, the murderer of the second caliph 


At-Tabaqdt, 3/345, its isnad is saheeh. 
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‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. They call it the ‘resting place of Baba Shuja‘ 
ad-Deen’. Baba Shuja‘ ad-Deen is the name that they bestowed upon 
Abu Lu’lu’ah for his having killed ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab. On the 
walls of this shrine it is written in Parsi, ‘Mar^ bar Abu Bakr, marg 
bar ‘Umar, marg bar ‘Uthmdn' which means ‘Death to Abu Bakr, 
death to ‘Umar, death to ‘Uthman’. The shrine is visited by the 
Iranian Shi‘ah, and money and donations are given to it. I have seen 
this shrine myself The Iranian Ministry of Guidance has started to 
expand and renovate it, and they have printed pictures of the shiine 
on cards to be used for sending greetings and messages.”^"^^ 

5.5.2. The humility and fear of AUah 
by which 'Umai was distinguished 

One of the signs of this fear which prevailed in the heart of 
‘Umar just hefore he was martyred is the words he spoke when he 
found out that the one who had stabbed him was the Magian Abu 
Lu’lu’ah: «“Praise be to AUah, Who has not caused my death to be at 
the hands of one who claims to be a Muslim.”»^"*^ Despite the justice 
which was one of the qualities of ‘Umar (^^), which was 
acknowledged by near and far, Arab and non-Arab, he was afiraid that 
he might have wronged one of the Muslims, who had then taken 
revenge by killing him, and would have had something to argue 
about be^ore Allah. This is indicated by the report of Ibn Shihab, 
according to which ‘Umar said: “Praise be to AUah Who has not 
caused my kiUer to have anything to claim before Allah because of a 
prostration that he performed.” In the report of Mubarak ibn 
Paddalah it says: “... to have an^dhing to claim before Allah because 


Lilldhi thumma li ’1-Tdreekh, Kashf al-Asrdr wa Tabri 'at al-A 'immah al- 
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of saying Ld ildha illa-Alldh.”^*'^ This is one of the wonders of the 
life of this divinely-guided leader, which all dd ‘iyahs and refonners 
shonld leam; humility should be one of their main characteristics so 
that Allah may benefit others through them, as their forefathers 
benetited through ‘Umar (i^). 

5.5.3. The deep humility of 'Umar and 
the great selAessness of 'A'ishah 

The humility of 'Umar (^) 

This is indicated by Ihe stoiy of his martyrdom, when he said 
to his son ‘Abdullah: «“Go to ‘A’ishah, the.Mother ofthe Believers, 
and say, ‘ ‘Umar sends you saldms. Do not say Ameer al-Mu ’mineen, 
for today I am no longer the leader of the believers’.”»^'^^ It is also 
indicated by his words to his son wben ‘A’ishah gave him permission 
to be buried beside his two companions: “When I die, take me there, 
then say saldm and say, ‘ ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab is asking permission 
to enter.’ If she gives permission, take me in, but if she retUses then 
take me to the graveyard of the Muslims.”^'^^ May AUah have mercy 
on ‘Umar and bless us with an attitude like his and humility like his. 
May He reward him with the best reward that He has bestowed upon 
the pious and humble, for my Lord is Ever Close, Ever 
Responsive.^'*^^ 

The selflessness of 'A'ishah (i^,) 

An indication of the seLAessness of ‘A’ishah (;?^) is that she 
wished to be buried beside her husband (^) and her Lather Abu Bakr, 


Siyar al-Shuhada ’ Duroos wa ‘Ibar, p. 40. 
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but when ‘Umar asked pemiission for that, she allowed it and gave 
preference to him over herself. She said: “I had wanted it for myself, 
but I give it up today.”^'^® 

5.5.4. Enjoining what is good and forbidding 
what is evil even on his deathbed 

‘Umar was concemed with enjoining what is good and 
forbidding what is evil, and he did not neglect that even when he was 
facmg death with all its pain and hardship. A young man entered to 
his place when he had been stabbed and tried to console him by 
sa^dng, “Be of good cheer, O’ Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, for Allah has 
given you glad tidings. You were one of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (^) and you seived Islam, as you know. Then 
you were appointed caliph and you were just, and now you have been 
martyred.” ‘Umar said, “I wish that was enough to get me by, with 
nothing for me or against me.” When the young man tumed to leave, 
his izdr (waist wrapper) was touching the ground. ‘Umar said, “Bring 
the boy back to me.” He said, “O’ son of my brother, lift up your 
garment, for that is cleaner for your gaiment and is more obedient to 
your Lord.”^^^ 

The fact that he was dying did not keep him Irom enjoining 
what is good. Hence Ibn Mas‘ood (.^) said, according to the report 
narrated by ‘Umar ibn Shabbah: “May Allah have mercy on ‘Umar; 
what he was suiTering did not keep him A^om speaking the tmth. 

Another example of his great concem to enjoin what is good 
and forbid what is evil when he was in this state was when Hafsah 


Bukhari, Kitdb al~Manaqib as-Sahdbah, hadith no. 3700. 
Ibid. 

Fath al-Bdri, 7/65; Siyar ash-Shuhada p. 42. 
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( 15 ^) entered and went near him and said: “O’ Companion of the 
Messenger of Allah (^), O’ in-law of the Messenger of Allah (^), 
O’ Ameer al-Mu "mineen.” ‘Umar said to Ibn ‘Umar, “O’ ‘Abdullah, 
sit me up, for I cannot bear what I am hearing, ” He leaned him on his 
chest, and he said to her, “I urge you by the rights that I have over 
you, not to eulogize me after this. As for your eyes (i.e., shedding 
tears), I have no power over them.”^^^ 

It was narrated that Anas ibn Malik said: “When ‘Umar was 
stabbed, Hafsah screamed. ‘Umar said, “O’ Hafsah, did you not hear 
the Messenger of Allah (^) say, «‘The one who is eulogized is 
tormented?’» Suhayb came and said: “O’ ‘Umara (a fonn of eulogy 
in Arabic).” He said, “Woe to you, O’ Suhayb. Did you not hear that 
the one who is eulogized is tormented?”^^^ His keeimess for the truth 
even aHer he had been stabbed and his blood had flowed was such 
that when a man said to him: “Appoint ‘ Abdullah ibn ‘Umar as your 
successor,” he said, “It is not for the sake of AUah that you said 
this.”^^^ 

5.5.5. It is permissible to praise a man 
for qualities that he possesses, so long 
as there is no fear oi jitnah 

This was the case with ‘Umar, when some of the Sahdbah 
praised him, because they knew that praismg him would not cause 
any fitnah (temptation to admire oneself or become arrogant) to him. 
Ibn ‘Abbas ( 4 ^), who was a great scholar and faqeeh, said: “Didn’t 
the Messenger of Allah pray that Islam and the Mushms might 
be supported by you, when they were livmg in fear in Makkah? 


Mandgib Ameer al-Mu 'mineen, p. 230; al-Hisbah by Dr. Fadl Ilahi, p. 27. 
Fada‘il as-Sahdbah, by Ahmad ibn Hanbal, 1/814, its isnad is saheĕh. 
Siyar ash-Shuhada', p. 43. 
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When you became Muslim, that was a support for Islam. Every 
housebold benefited from you with regard to Iheir religious and 
worldly affairs. Now your life has ended with martyrdom, so I 
congratulate you.” These words did not affect ‘Umar at all, and he 
did not feel proud. Hence he replied to Ibn ‘ Abbas saying; ‘‘By AUah, 
the one who is deceived is the one who believes you.”^^'^ 

5.5.6. The real position of Ka'b al-Ahbar 
witii regard to the Idlling of 'Umar (^) 

Ka‘b al-Ahbar was Ka‘b ibn Mani‘ al-Himyari, whose kunya 
was Abu Ishaq, but he is best known as Ka‘b al-Ahbar. He was an 
adult at the time of the Prophet and he became Muslim during 

the caliphate of ‘Umar in 12 A.H.^^^ Before becoming Muslim, he 
was well known as one of the greatest Jewish scholars of Yemen. 
Aller becoming Muslim he leamed the Qur’an and Sunnah from the 
Sahdbah, and they and others leamed stories of ancient nations from 
him. He went to Syria and lived in Homs, where he died.^^^ 

Ka‘b al-Ahbar was accused as conspiring to kill ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khattab. There is a report in at-Tabari from al-Musawwar ibn 
Makhramah ( 4 ^) which refers to his being accused of killing ‘Umar. 
In that report it says: “...then ‘Umar went to his house, and the next 
day Ka‘b al-Ahbh’ came to him and said to him, ‘O’ Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen, appoint a successor, for you are going to die in three 
days. ’ He asked, ‘How do you know?’ He said, ‘I read it in the Book 
of AUah, the Torah.’ ‘Umar said, ‘By AUah do you really find ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab in the Torah?’ He said, ‘No, by AUah, but I find a 


Siyar ash-Shuhada' Duroos wa ‘Ibar, p. 45, 

Jawlah Tareekhiyah fee 'Asr al-Khulafa' ar-Rdshideen by Mubanunad as- 
Sayyid Wakeel, p. 294. 

Siyar A ‘Idm an-Nubala', 3/489-494. 
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description of you and your qualities, and it says that your time is up. ’ 
‘Umar was not feeling any sickness or pain. The next day Ka‘b came 
to him and said, ‘O’ Ameer al~Mu 'mineen, one day has gone and one 
day and night are left; the night is yours until moming comes.’ The 
following moming, ‘Umar went out to pray. He used to delegate men 
to check that the rows were straight, and once they were straightened, 
he would come and say takbeer. Abu Lu’lu’ah came among the 
people, with a dagger in his hand that had two heads and its handle in 
the middle. He struck ‘Umar six times, one of which was below the 
navel, and that is the blow that killed him.”^^^ 

Some modem thinkers concluded from this report that Ka‘b al- 
Ahbar took part in the conspiracy to kill the caHph ‘Umar ibn al- 
Khat^b ( 4 ^), such as Dr. Jameel ‘Abdullah al-Masri in his book 
AtharAhl al-Kitdb fee al-Fitan wa al-Huroob al-Ahliyahfee al-Qam 
al-Awwal al-Hijri, and ‘Abdul-Wahhab an-Najjar in his book, al- 
Khulafa ’ ar-Rdshidoon, and Prof. Ghazi Muhanmiad Fareej in his 
book an-Nishdt as-Sirri al-Yahoodi fi al-Fikr wa al-Mumdrisah?^^ 
Dr. Ahmad ibn ‘Abdullah ibn Ibraheem az-Zughaybi retuted the 
accusation directed against Ka‘b al-Ahbar by saying: 

“What I thi nk conceming this complex matter is that this report 
which was narrated by Tm am at-Tabari (may Allah have mercy on 
him) is not saheeh for many reasons, the most important of which are 
as follows: 

1. If this story were trae, one would have expected that ‘Umar ( 4 ^) 
would not be content to accept what Ka‘b said; rather he would have 
gathered those Jews who had become Mushm and had knowledge of 
the Torah, such as ‘Abdullah ibn Salam, and asked them about this 


Tdreekh at-Tabari, 5/182, 183. 

Al-‘Unsuriyah al-Yahoodiyah wa Athdruha fee al-Mujtama' al-Isldmi, 2/ 
518, 519. 
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story. If he had done that, then Ka‘b would have been caught out and 
his lie would have been exposed to the people, and ‘Umar would 
have realized that he was involved in a conspiracy to kill him, or he 
knew of such a conspiracy. In that case ‘Umar would have tried to 
imcover it by all means and punish those who were behind it, 
including Ka‘b. This is what one would expect of any mler, let alone 
‘Umar ( 4 ^) who was known for his intelligence, sharp wits and 
insistence on critically examining any news. But no such thing 
happened, which indicates that it is a fabrication.^^^ 

2. If this story was in the Torah, Ka‘b (may Allah have mercy on him) 
would not have been the only one to know it. Anyone who had any 
knowledge of the Torah, such as ‘Abdullah ibn Salam ( 4 ^), would 
also have known it.^^® 

3. If this story was tme, Ihat would mean that Ka‘b had a hand in the 
veiy conspiracy that he was disclosing and that by telling it he was 
exposing his own part in the conspiracy. This must be false because it 
is contrary to human naturc. It is well known that those who are 
involved in a conspiracy strive hard to conceal it alter it has taken 
place, so as to avoid the consequences. Disclosing it before it 
happened is something that would only be done by one who is nmve 
and fooIish. This is unlike the character of Ka‘b, who was intelligent 
and sharp-witted.^^’^ 

4. Moreover, what does the Torah have to do with predicting people’s 
lifespans? Allah revealed His Books as guidance for mankind, not for 
such purposes. 

5. The Torah that is extant at present does not contain any such thing 


At-IIadeeth wa al-Muhaddithoon aw ‘Indyat al-Ummah al-Isldmiyah bi’l- 
Sunnah by Muhammad Abu Zahvi, p. 182. 
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at all. After noting these first four objections, Shaykh Muhammad 
Muhammad Abu Zahu^^^ commented on them by saying: ‘From all 
of the above, it is clear that this story is undoubtedly fabricated, and 
that the accusation against Ka‘b of plotting against Islam by plotting 
against ‘Umar, and quotmg falsely fi-om the Torah, is a false 
accusation for which there is no basis of evidence or proo£’”^^^ 

Dr. Muhammad as-Sayyid Husayn adh-Dhahabi (raay Allah 
have mercy on him) said: 

“The fact that Ibn Jareer at-Tabari narrated this story does not indicate 
that it is saheeh, because as is well known, Ibn Jareer did not limit 
himself to narrating only those reports which were sound. Anyone 
who examines his Tafseer will find many things that are not 
saheeh?^ Similarly, in his Tareekh there are reports which may be 
true or false. No one says that everything that is narrated in the books 
of history^^^ is true and sound.^“ Then he goes on to say: 
“Moreover, what we know about Ka‘b al-Ahbar and his religious 
commitment, good character and honesty, and the fact that most of 
the authors of Saheeh class him as reliable leads us to conclude 
that this story is a fabrication against him. We think that he is above 
being a partner in the killmg of ‘Umar or knowing who was plamiing 
to kill him and failing to disclose that to ‘Umar. We also think that he 
is above being a liar and fabricator who would try to support what he 
was saying about the death of ‘Umar by attributing it to the Torah and 
making up false Isra’eeli reports.^^*... By Allah, Ka‘b was falsely 
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accused and I can say nothing about him except that he is honest and 
tnistworthy, and he is a scholar whose name was abused and many 
reports were attributed to him, most of which are false m^dhs, in order 
to make them acceptable to the masses so that the ignorant would 
accept them.”^^^ 

Dr. Muhammad as-Sayyid al-Wakeel says: 

“The first thing that the researcher finds to contradict that which was 
attributed to Ka‘b is the attitude of ‘Ubaydullah ibn ‘Umar who, as 
soon as he heard what had happened to his father, took up his sword 
and rushed like a lion to kill al-Hormuzan, Jufaynah and a young 
daughter of Abu LuTu’ah. Do you think that ‘UbayduUah would 
leave Ka‘b al-Ahbar alone if suspicion was swirling about him, and 
kill the young daughter of Abu Lu’lu’ah? Anyone who researches the 
matter properly could not accept that. In addition to that, the majority 
of historians do not mention die story or even refer to it. In at- 
Tabagdt, Ibn Sa‘d discussed the incident in great detail, but he did not 
refer to this incident. All he says about Ka‘b al-Ahbar is that he was 
standing at ‘Umar’s door, weeping, and he said: “By Allah, if the 
caliph were to urge Allah to extend his lifespan, He would do so.”^™ 
After the doctor had told ‘Umar ihat his end was near, Ka‘b entered 
and said: “Did I not tell you that you would only die as a martyr, and 
you said, ‘How can I be a martyr when I am in the Arabian 
Peninsula?”’^’’ 

After Ibn Sa‘d comes Ibn ‘Abdul-Barr, who makes no mention 
at all in al-Istee'db of the story of Ka‘b al-Ahbar.^^^ 

Ibn Katheer says: 


Al-lsrd’eeliydt fee at-Tafseer wa al-Hadeeth, p. 99. 
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“The threat of Abu Lu’lu’ah came on the Tuesday eyening, and he 
stabbed him on the moming of Wednesday 26* of Dhu al-Hijjah?^^ 
So between the threat and the canying out of the threat there was no 
more than a few hours. How could Ka‘b al-Ahbar have gone to 
‘Umar and said to him what he is supposed to have said, “Appoint a 
successor, for you are going to die within three days”, then “One day 
has passed and two days are left,” then, ‘Two days have passed and 
one day is left”? Where did Ka‘b get these three days fi:om if the 
threat came at night and was carried out the following moming? The 
historians come one after another — as-Suyooti in Tareekh al- 
Khulafa’, al-‘Isami in Samt an-Nujoom al-‘Awdli, Shaykh 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Wahhab and his son ‘Abdrillah in their 
book Mukhtasar Seerat ar-Rasool, Hasan Ibraheem Hasan in 
Tareekh al-Islam as-Siydsi, and others — aud none of them mentions 
this story at all. Does this not indicate that the story cannot be proven 
in any manner that would make the researcher feel comfortable 
mentioning it? This is if we do not assume that the story was 
fabricated by some people who wanted to damage Ka‘b’s reputation 
and put the Muslims ofFhim. This is what one may feel comfortable 
accepting, especially since we know that Ka‘b was a good Muslim 
and was trusted by many 0f the Sahdbah, who narrated hadith of the 
Messenger of Allah (^) ti^om him.^^'‘ 

5.5.7. Praise from the Sahabah and salaf for 'Umar ( 4 ^) 
The respect of 'A'ishah for him after his burial 

It was narrated that ‘A’ishah (t^) said; “I used to enter my 
house in which the Messenger of Allah (^) and Abu Bakr were 
buried, but when ‘Urnar was buried with them, by Allah I did not 


Al-Bidayah wa an-Nihdyah, 
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enter it without covering myself properly, out of shyness towards 
‘Umar.”^^^ It was narrated £rom al-Qasim ibn Muhammad that 
‘A’ishah ( 15 ^) said: “Whoever saw Ibn al-Khattab would realize that 
he was created to suppoit Islam. By Allah, he was intelhgent and 
wise, and of a unique nature.”^^^ It was narrated from ‘Urwah that 
‘A’ishah said: “When you mention ‘Umar, then the atmosphere 
in a gathering becomes good.”^^^ 

Sa‘eed ibn Zayd (^) 

It was narrated from Sa‘eed ibn Zayd that he wept when ‘Umar 
died. It was asked to him; “What are you weeping for?” He said, “For 
Islam, for the death of‘Umar has created a breach in the wall of Islam 
that will never be repaired until the Day of Resurrection.”^^* 

'Abdulldh ibn Mas'ood (^) 

‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood said: “If the knowledge of ‘Umar ibn 
al'Khattab were placed in one side of the balance, and the knowledge 
of eveiyone else on earth was placed on the other, the knowledge of 
‘Umar would weigh heavier.”^^^ 

He also said: “I believe that ‘Umar took nine-tenths of 
knowledge.”^®” And he said: “Umar’s becoming Muslim was a 
victory, his migration was a support, and his rule was a mercy.”^^^ 


Mahd as-Sawdb, 3/852. 
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Ahu Talhah al-Ansdri (i^) 

Abu Talhah al-Ansari said: “By Allah there is no famiiy 
among the Muslims that was not adversely affected by the death of 
‘Umar in their religious and worldly ai&irs.”^®^ 

Hudhayfah ibn al-Yamdn 

Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman ( 4 ^) said: “The likeness of Islam 
during the days of ‘Umar is that of one who is increasing in power 
and esteem, and when he was kilied it started to decrease.”^*^ 

'Ahdulldh ihn Saldm 

He came alter the Hrneral prayer had been ofFered for ‘Umar 
and said: “You may have been ahead of me in praying for him, but 
you will not be ahead of me in praising him. ” Then he said: “What a 
good brother in Islam you were, O’ ‘Umar, a great supporter of the 
truth and a great opponent of falsehood. You did not praise or 
criticize too much; you were of good eharacter and chaste.”^^'^ 

Al-Ahhds ihn 'Ahdul-Muttalih (^) 

He said: “I was a neighbour of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab ( 4 ^) and 
I never saw anyone who was better than ‘Umar. His nights were lilled 
with prayer and his days with fasting and meeting people’s needs. 
When ‘Umar died, I asked AUah to show him to me in a dream. I saw 
him in a dream coming towards me fi'om the marketplace of 
Madeenah. I greeted him with saldm and he greeted me, then I said to 
him, ‘How are you?’ He said, ‘I am well. ’ I asked him, ‘What did you 
find?’ He said, ‘My reckoning has just linished. I was ahnost 
doomed, were it not that I foxmd a mercilul Lord.’”^*^ 


At-Tabaqdt, 3/374. 
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Mu'dzviyah ibn Ahi Sufiydn (^) 

Mu‘awiyah ibn Abi SuAyan said; “Abu Bakr did not 
desire worldly luxury and it did not become available to him. Worldly 
luxury was available to ‘Umar but he did not want it. But we indulged 
hiily in it.”^*^ 

'Ali ibn al~Husayn 

It was narrated from Ibn Abi Hazim that his father said: “ ‘Ali 
ibn al-Husayn was asked about Abu Bjda: and ‘Umar (may AUah be 
pleased with Ihem both) and their status with the Messenger of Allah 
(^). He said: “It was like their status now, as they are lying next to 
hhn.”^»^ 

Qubaysah ibn Jdbir 

It was narrated that ash-Sha‘bi said: “I heard (Jubaysah ibn 
Jabir say, ‘I accompanied ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (^i^) and I have not 
seen anyone who was more well-versed in the Book of Allah or who 
had more understanding of the religion of AUah, or who was better in 
explaining it.’”^** 

Al-Hasan al-Basri 

He said: “If you WMit the atmosphere in a gathering to be 
good, then mention ‘Umar a great deal.”^^^ He also said: “Any 
family that does not feel the loss of ‘Umar are bad people.”^^^^ 


-Hilyah, 1/54. 
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5.5.8. Opinions of some contemporary 
scholars and writers 

1. Dr. Muhammad Muhammad [sic] al-Fahham, the former Shaykh 
of al-Azhar, said: “The achievements of ‘Umar demonstrate his 
political genius and many talents, and his brilliance which is still a 
beacon in many area of life, showing how he dealt with ttie issues and 
problems that he faced during his caliphate.”^^^ 

2. ‘Abbas Mahmoud al-‘Aqqad said; “This man is one of the most 
diABcult to criticize or tind fault witb of the great men whom I have 
studied. My book, ‘Abgariyat ‘Umar — The Genius of ‘Umar — is 
not a biography of ‘Umar or a histoiy of his era like other histories 
whose main aim to tell of events. Rather it is a description of ‘Umar 
and a study of various aspects of his personality, which points out the 
characteristics of his greatness so as to leam of the potential of man. 
‘Umar is relevant to the era we are living in, because it is an era in 
which power and force are gloriiied, where the devotees of power 
and force believe that power and tmth are opposites. But when we try 
to understand one great man such as ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, we could 
destroy the concept of glorifymg power and strength from its 
foundations, because we would understand a man who was very 
powerhil, very just and vety merciful... This understanding of his 
character would offer a cure to those who have any hope of being 
cured.” 

3. Dr Afynad Shalabi said: “... his strivmg hard was one of the most 
prominent characteristics in the life of ‘Umar during his eventful 
caliphate. He preserved the faith, raised the banner of jihad, 
conquered lands, spread justice among people, established the first 
iinance ministry in Islam, formed a regular army to defend the 
borders, organized salaries for the troops, created departments, 
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appointed goyemors, agents and judges, £^proved of a eurrency for 
daily nse, oiganized a mail system, established the hisbali system for 
checking on markets; estabhshed the Hijri calendar, left conqnered 
land withont dividing it and foxuaded the ne\v Islamie cities.”^^? 

4. Counsellor ‘Ali ‘Ali MansOor said: “The letter of ‘Umar tO Abu 
Moosa aI-./^h‘ari cOhcerning judieiai nlatters, fourteeh hundred 
years ago, is a constitution for judges and those ihvolved in judicial 
matteis. It marks tbe hi^est level that contempbrary laws havc ever 
reachedi laws that (hctatb the indepehdeiice of the jhdicial 
process. 

5. Brigadier MaWoud Sheet Mahmoud said;“Although them were 
many reasons for the Islamic conquests, heading the list of these 
reasons are the qualities of leadership and brilliance enjoyed by ‘Umar 
ibn al-Khattab, qualities that are rarely repeated in any era.”^®'‘ 

6. Dr. Subhi al-Mahmasaih said: “With the end of the ealiphate of 
‘Umar ended the era of the founder of the Islamic state, whose area he 
had expahded and whose foundatibhs he had reirdbrCed. He wks an 
example of awise and determincd leader, a responsible ‘.shepherd’, a 
just, strong, kihd and compassionate ruler. Then he died; a vietim of 
duty, a martyr to truth aud rightcousness, so he is with thc siddeeqs 
and the rightebus, the close Siettds bf AJlah. The name of ‘Umar ibn 
al-Khattab wiU remaih forever as a beacbn ih Ihe history of 
civilizatioh ahd fiqh.”^®^ 

7. Shaykh ‘Ali at-Tantawi said; “The more I study the life of ‘Umar, 
the more my adnimtion for him increases. T have read the 
biographies of thousands of great men, both Muslims and non- 


Op. cit., p. 392; at-Tdreekh al-Mdmi, 1/609. 
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Miislims, and I have foutid among them those who are great in 
thought, or great in eloquence, great in attitude or great in legacy. But 
I found that ‘Umar combined all aspects of greatness. He was great in 
thought, attitude and eIoquence. If we were to list the greatest 
fiiqaha ’ and scholars, ‘Uraar would head the list If he had nothing 
but his fiqh, he would still be a great man. If we were to make a list of 
speakers and orators, ‘Umar would be first on the list If we were to 
list brilliant legislators, or military leaders, or successM 
admiuistrators, ‘Umar would be at the forefront of each category, 
a great man in every aspect. If you were to study the great men who 
have built states, who left a legacy behind on earth, you would hardly 
find anyone greater than ‘Umar. Above all, he was a great man in 
attitude, a great man in and of himself. 

5.5.9. The opinions of some of the 
orientalists conceming ''Umar 

1. Muir says in his book The Caliphate: “Simplicity and devotion to 
duty were among the most important principles of ‘Umar. One of the 
most prominent characteristics of his administration was the absence 
of bias. He understood the true meaning of responsibility and his 
sense of justice was veiy strong. He did not favour anyone when 
choosing workers. Even though he tised to carry his stick with him to 
punish sioners straight away, so that it was said that the stick of 
‘Umar was harsher than the sword of any other man, he was a gentle- 
hearted man, and there are many incidents that demonstrate his 
compassion, such as his compassion tow^ds widows and 
oiphans.”^^^ 

2. The Encyclopaedia Britannica says conceming him; “Umar was a 


AMibdr ‘Umar, p. 5. 

Al-Fdrooq ‘Umar ibn al-Khattdb, by Mubammad Rasheed Ri^ Pp. 54, 55. 
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wise and farsighted ruler, who did a great service for Islam.”^^* 

3. Professor Washington Irvmg said in his book Muhammad and His 
Successors: 

“The lif6 of‘Umar, from beginning to end, shows that he was a man 
of great brilhance who was committed to righteousness and justice. 
He is the one who laid the foimdations for the Islanuc state and 
carried out Ihe wishes of the Prophet (^). He supported Abu Bakr 
with advice during his short caliphate, and he laid strong foundations 
for a decisive administration in all the lands conquered by the 
Muslims. The strong hand which he laid on the greatest of his 
beloved commanders in distant lands is the greatest evidence df his 
extraordinary abihty to rule. In his simplicity of liTestyle and his 
rejection of luxury he was foIlowmg the example of the Prophet (^) 
and Abu Bakr. He foIIowed in their footsteps when writing and 
issuing instructions to his commanders.”^^^ 

4. Dr. Michael Hart said; 

“The legacy of ‘Umar had a great impact. He was the main 
personality behind the spread of Islam after Muhammad (^)."*^ 
Without his rapid conquests it is doubtfiil whether Islam would have 
spread in the maimer in which it is known today. In addition to that, 
most of the lands which he conquered have remained Arab irom that 
time until now. It is clear that Muhammad (^) played the major role 
in this, but it would be plainly wrong to ignore the role of ‘Umar and 
his leadership.”"*^* 


* Op. cit, p. 55. 

It seems that Mr. Michael Hart is 'tsnawaie of the biography of Abu Bakr 
as-Siddeeq (may Allah be pleased with him). 

It is also plainly wrong to ignore the role of Abu Bakr and his leadership 
after the death of the Messenger of AUah (bpuh). 
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Condusion 

With the death of the Rightly-Guided Caliph ‘Umar ibn al- 
KhaMb (^) a great era of history came to a close. History knows 
hini as a biilliant man of unique character. His main aim was npt to 
accumulate wealth or seek the luxury of power; his position of 
authority did not make him dritt away fi:om the right path and he did 
not allow his relatives or sons to abuse people. Rather his main aim 
was to support Islam, and his greatest wish was that shari‘ah would 
prevail. All he wanted was ,to achieye justice among the people under 
his care. He achieved all of that with the help of Allah, may He be 
glorilled, during that brief period which is regarded as notibing in the 
lifetime of a nation."^®^ 

Studying this biography gives the new generation a brilliant 
example that brings back to life the glory of former days and teaches 
them that the last generations of this ummah will not be guided by 
au 5 ^ing other t h an that by which the first generations were guided. 
This will help dd‘iyahs and scholars to follow the example of thĕ era 
of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs and understand the main 
characteristics of that era and its running of people’s afEairs. 
This Will help the ummah to resume its role at the ^oreS^ont of 
civilization. 

I ask Allah to acr^t this work and to bless it and cause it to be 
of benefit to people. AUah, the Exalted says: 

^Whatever of mercy [i.e. of good], AUah may grant to mankind, none 
can withhold it; and whatever He may withhold, none can grant it 
thereaAer. And He is the AU-Mighty, the All-Wise.^ 

(Qur’an 35: 2) 
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Jawlah fee 'A^ al-Khulafa ’ ar-Raskideen, p. 297. 
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1 hope that every Muslim who reads this book will not forget to 
say du ‘d ’ for its author who is in need of the forgiveness and mercy 
of his Lord. Allah, the Almighty says: 

^My Lord! Grant me the power and abUity that I may be gratehil for 
Your Favours which You have bestowed on me and on my parents, 
and that I may do righteous good deeds that will please You, and 
admit me by Your Mercy among Your righteous slaves.^ 

(Qur’an 27: 19) 

Glory and praise be to You, O’ Allah. I bear witness that there 
is no god but You. I seek Your forgiveness and repent to You. And the 
close of my prayer is: “Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.” 


‘Ali Muhaimnad as-Sallabi 
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Adhdn 

jlil; Call for prayer 

Ahadeeth 

^t^UI : Sing. Hadith; Sayings, deeds and 
approvals of the last Prophet 

Ahl adh- 

Dhimmah 

iolll ^l: Non-Muslim citizens of an Islamic State 

Ahl al-Bayt 

c^Jl JaI : Kamily of the last Prophet (^) 

Ahl al-Harb 

JaI : Non-Muslims (outside the Islamic State) 
in a state of war with Islamic State 

Ahl as-Sunnah 

wa al-Jamd‘ah 

5ll!) JaI : The main stream of tihe Mushms 
5pL<4-Ij following the Sunnah of the Rrophet 
recognizmg Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman 
and ‘Ali as the rightlul successors of tihe 
Prophet in the same order 

Al- ‘Asas 

^ _ih : Night Patrolling 

‘Alameen 

jJU : Universe, Mankind, jinn & all that exists 

Al-Bayt al- 
Ma ‘moor 

jj-wil oJl: The House over the Heavens parallel to 
the Ka‘bah at Makkah continuously 
visited and circLimambulated by the 
angels 

Al-Birr 

jJ): Righteousness 

Al-Fitan 

j^): Sing. Fitnah; Trials, tribulations 

Al-Ma ‘roof 

: Conduct accepted as good and fair by 
human beings in general, deeds that 
Islam orders one to do 

Al-Munkar 

jSil): Conduct accepted as bad and unaccep- 
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table or disappix)ved by human beings in 
general, anything hateHiI, immoral or 
reprehensible; disbelief, polytheism and 
all that Islam stands against 

Al-Qdnit 

oJUJl : Pl. Qdniteen\ The obedient, humble, 
pious, God-fearing 

Al-Qqdr 

: Divme decree, Predestination, name of 
the 97* Soorah of the Qur’an 

Ameer al- 
Mu 'mineen 

: The Leader/Commander of the 
believers, head of an Islamic state 

'Aqeedah 

ijLap : Belief, faith, dognia 


Ar-Raheem 
Ar-Rahmdn 
‘Aseedah 
‘Asr 

At-Td 'opn 
Aydt 
Barakah 
Bay‘ah 
Bayt al-mdl 

Bid‘ah Spjl : Innovation, deyiation (in religion) 

Dd‘iyah SjPb : Preacher 

Ddr ad~Daqeeq : House of Aour 

Da ‘wah ijps : Propagation of Islam 


: All-Coinpassionate, one of tiie 
attributive names of AUah 

: All-MerciM, one of the attributive 
names of Allah 

; Porridge, gmel made of flour with butter 
and honey 

: Altemoon, Allemoon prayer, name of 
the 103”* Soorah of the Qur’an 

: The plague 

oU : Sing. JjaA: Prools, evidences, verses 

: Blessmg 

: Oath of aUegiance 
JU.I c-i: Pubhc treasuiy 
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Dhdlimoon 

; Sing^ Dhdlim: Lit. tyrannical; oppressive 
pol^dheists and wrongdoers 

Dhi’b 

Wblf — 

Dhikr 

jSi : Remembrance of Allah 

Dhimmi 

: Non-Muslim subject of an Islamic State 

Dhuhr 

: Noon, Noon prayer 

Dindr 

jbs ; A monetary unit in the Arab world used 
in Yemen, Libya, Iraq, Jordan and Iran. 
Originally a coin made of gold and was 
used in the Muslim land 

Dirham 

; A cpin used in yarious Arab countries; 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, Qatar, Tunisia and 
Monetary unit in Morocco. It was 


preyalent in the Muslim land before and 
was generally made of silver 


Deewdn 

: Divan, department, bureau, register of 
records 

Deewan 

al-Jund 

jeit jl^a ; Militmy divan, army, military 
department 

Diyah 

: Blood-money paid to the survivor of the 
assassined by the assassin 

Du'd’ 

«‘Ipj : Supplication, piayer 

Eemdn 

j m : Faith, belief 

'Eid 

jjP : Lit. Festival; Muslims have two ‘Eids, 
‘Eid al-Fip- declaiing end of Ramadmi, 
'Eid al-Adha, the tendi day of the 12* 
month of the Muslim calendar 

Fdsiq 

j-li: Pl. Fdsiqoon; transgressor of the 
commands of Allah, an eviIdoer 
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Fajr 

; Dawn, Dawn prayer, 89* Soorah of the 
Qur’an 

Faqeeh 

4^ : Pl. Fuqaha the Islamic Jiirists 

Fatwa 

: Pl. Fatdwa; Religious ruling 

Fay’ 

: Spoils obtained without Sghting as 
against war-booty. All of such spoils go 
to the Muslim treasury 

Fitnah 

4i:i; Pl. Fitan; Trial, tribulation 

Fitrah 

: Nature 

Fuqara’ 

f 1 Ji : Sing. Faqeer; the poor 

Ghand ’im 

; Sing. Ghaneemah; War-booty as a result 
of the Mushm victory against the 
enemies of Islam in the battle-field 

Ghulool 

J : Things taken /stolen irom the war-spoils 
without permission and prior to its 
distribution 

Hadd 

; Pl. Hudood; Limits set by Allah for the 
lawliil and unlawhil. Hadd punishments 
are specific fixed penalties laid down by 
the Shari‘ah for specific crimes 

Hafeedh 

; Watcher, protector 

Haldl 

J!A>-; Things and acts permitted in Islam 

HaUjah 

4al>.; Study crrele in the mosque 

Hamdm 

; Bath room, water closet 

Haneef 

. : Pl. Hunafa; Tme believer, one who 

scoms the false creeds surrounding him 
and professes the trae religion, to 
worship none but AJlah 

Hardm 

: AU that is forbidden in Islam 
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Hasad 

Ju-i.; Jealousy 

Hasandt 

: Good deeds 

Hijdb 

; Veil, eovermg 

Hijrah 

: Migration, migration of the last prophet 
and the early Musliins fi-om Makkah to 
Madeenah 

Hikmah 

: The wisdom and the Sunnah of the 
Prophet 

Hima 

: A common grazing area set up by the 
state 

Hisbah 

; Checking on the market 

Hullah 

ili : Dress like suit 

‘Iddah 

sip : Waiting period for a divorcee/widowed 
woman before remanying 

I‘rdb al- 

•J : Putting vowel signs to Arabic letters to 

Qur ’dn 

facilitate correct pronrmciation, syntax 

Iblees 

: Satan, the Devil 

Ijrdd 

jlyl,: Type of Hajj where a pilgrim need not 
perform ‘Umrah and offer animal 
sacritice 

Ihrdm 

^ljs-j: Dress code for the (male) pilgrim for 
perforniing ‘Umrah and/or Hajj 

Ihsdn 

oL- 9-I ; Excellence 

Ijmd' 

^Ls;-t: Consensus of the Muslim Juiists on 
some legal issues 

Bah 

Ai\ : Pl. Aliha; god, deity 

Iqdmah 

iiUI; Call to begin the prayer 

Igdmat 

sailil: To estabUsh prayer, it has a wider mean- 

as-Saldh 

ing than mere pertiirmance of prayer, to 
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peribrm the daily five compulsory 
congregational prayers in the mosque; 
the call for prayer before the 
congregation begins 

‘Ishd’ : Night, Night prayer 

Istawa • K.OS6 o^er (the Mighty throne) 

Istikhdrah : Seeking Divme guidance, a prayer 

performed to seek guidance ti^om Allah 
in a matter one is hesitant to decide 

jljl,: Loincloth 

^ls;-: Mosque, compiler, comprehensiye 
: Pre-Islamic, non-Islamic 

: Time of ignorance, pre-Islamic peripd, 
npn-Islamic 


Jamd‘ah 

: The main body of Muslims, 
congregation, coUectNe body 

Jandzah 

55t>-:Bier 

Jibt 

: Witchcraft 

Jhyah 

: Tax paid by the xmbeliever living in the 
Islamic state imder its protection 

Jubbah 

tJr : A long dress for men 

Jumu ‘ah 

ai^ : Priday, 62"“* Soorah of the Qur’an 

Junub 

: hi a state of ritual impurity 

Kdfir 

f\S : Pl. Kufidr; DisbeHever 

Kaldlah 

: A deceased person among whose heirs 


there is no father or son 
alli : Caliph, vicegerent, successor, Muslim 
ruler 


hdr 

Jdmi‘ 

Jdhili 

Jdhiliyah 


Khaleefah 
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Khamr 

J- : Wine, alcohol, anything that befogs the 
mind 

Khardj 

J-: Tax colleeted from the conquered land 

Khateeb 

. .u-t-: Public speaker, orator, the one who 

delivers sermon on Jumu ‘ah and at the 
time of Nikdh, i.e., marriage 

Khayr 

jJ: Good, wealth 

Khuffayn 

: Socks 

Khums 

: One fifth, it connotes to the Islamic 
state’s share in the war-booty 

Khushoo' 

: Humility (in prayer) 

Khutbah 

XjJ-: Sermon 

Kujr 

: Disbelief 

Kunyah 

aJ : Sumame 

Lahd 

jJ-: Grave 

Madh-hab 

iJJd : Juristic school of thought like Hanaii, 
Maliki, Shafi‘i, Hanbali 

Maghrib 

: Evening, Evening prayer 

Mahr 

: Bridal money/gift paid by the groom to 
the bride 

Majlis 

: Assembly, conference room. 

Makrooh 

ajjSj : Reprehensible, an act disapproved in 
Islamic Law but not forbidden 

Minbar 

j^ : Pulpit 

Miskeen 

oj—i : Pl. Masdkeen; poor, needy, pauper, 
indigent 

Mirbad 

Jdj» : A place where dates are stored 

Mu ‘dhad 

OAUi: ALly, confederate 
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Mu ’adh-dhin 

jiji : Caller for prayer 

Mudd 

oi : Half bushel - a dry measure 

Mufassireen 

: Sing. Mufassir; The Exegete, persons 
interpreting the Qur’an 

Mufti 

: A qualified person, speciahst in Islamic 
Law, delivering reUgious ruling on 
specific matters 

Muhaddath 

: Inspired 

Muhdjiroon 

■ Sing. Muhdjir; emigrants especiaJly the 
Makkan Muslims migrated to Madeenah 
at the time of the last Prophet 

Mujdhidoon 

: Sing. Mujdhid; People who indulge m 
war for the cause of Islam 

Mujtahid 

Xf4 '■ A person qualified to derive reUgious 
rulings U^om the primaiy sources 

Musdgdh 

sULli : Sharecropping contract over the lease of 
a plantation, limited to one crop period 

Mushrikeen 

: Sing. Mushrik; Polytheist, beUevers in a 
number of deities, associating persons/ 
things with God as deity, pagans 

Mustahabb 

; Reconunended and not obligatory or/ 
and Suimah 

Mut ‘ah 

3*2 : Temporary marriage under certain 
conditions beUeved and practiced, 
nowadays, only by the Shiites 

Mutawakkiloon 

: Those who put their trust in Allah 

Mutawdtir 

: Lit. Continuous; Ui hadith terminology it 
stauds for a hadidi narrated contmuously 
by a group of narrators at eveiy stage of 
narration 
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Muttakiloon 


Muttaqoon 

Nqfl 

Qadi 

Qasdmah 


Qiblah 


Qintdr 


Qeerdt 


Qirdn 

Qiydm al-Layl 
Qiyds 


: Sing. Muttakil; Relying/depending/ 
counting on others. Those who expect 
others to do things for them 

: Sing. Muttaqi; Pious, righteous 

Ji ; Optional acts/deeds not obligatory or 
Sunnah by the Shari‘ah 

; Judge of an Islamic court 

ailli : Repeated oath taking by the heirs of the 
murdered in a legal claim in the court of 
law; Also an oath taken by 
members of a tribe or locality to relute 
accusations of complicity in unclear 
cases of homicide 

SIJ : Direction the Muslims tum to while 
praying, Ka‘bah in Makkah 

: Pl. Qandteer; ‘kantal’ a relatively large 
weight-measure for food grains, e.g. 
wheat etc., approximately 45 kgs. 

JjljJ : Pl. Qardreet; A measurement of weight 
with varioits meanings, with twellih of a 
dirham to a huge weight ILke that of 
Mount Uhud (as reward for a good deed), 
a measure of weight or volume which 
varies £rom one era to another; also a dry 
measure, a weight equal to 0.195 gram 

aljS: Type of Hajj where a pilgrim performs 
both ‘Umrah and Hajj tmder one ihrdm 

jjjt f li : Mid-night prayer 

jj-G : Lit. Measure; Compare, correlate, in the 
fiqh it is analogy, i.e., principle of 
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Qunoot 

Rd’y 

Rak‘ah 
Riba 
Sd ‘ 

Sa ‘i 

Sdbiroon 

Sadagah 

Sahdbah 

Saheeh 

Sakeenah 

Salah 


woridng out new rulings or decisions 
(according to Islam) on issues faced by 
the Muslim society 

Lit. Humility; Devoutness, IslamicaUy it 
is suppUcation made by the Muslims in 
the 2”*^ imit of fajr prayer and/or in the 
witr prayer afbr rukoo ‘ and before 
sajdah 

: Pl- Opinion, personal discretion, a 
legal decision based on the common 
sense in the absence of explicit guidance 
from the Qur’an, Sunnah, Ijmd ‘ and 
Qiyds 

: A unit of prayer 
Ljj: Usuiy, interest 

: A measure of yolume equal to four 
mudds, a mudd = double-handed scoop 

: An ‘Umrah / Hajj ritual i.e., walldng 
from Mount Safa to Marwa and back 

: Sing. Sdbir; The patient 

slJLi»: Amount paid to the poor or needy also 
used for Zakah 

: Sing. Sahdbi; Companions of the last 
Prophet Muhammad 

: Lit. Authentic; In hadith discipline it is 
used to denote that the narrated hadith is 
highly reUable 

: Calmness, tranquility and reassurance 
/sjLi»: Prayer, obligatory/optional 
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Saldm 

; A type of greeting used by the Muslims 
meamng peace 

Saldt al-Istisqa’ 

: Prayer for rain 

Saweeq 

: A dish made of wheat or barley also with 
sugar and dates 

Seerah 

; Biography, generally this word is used 
for the biography of the Prophet and the 
Companions 

Shar'i 

^ Ji : Legal fiom Islamic point of view 

Shari‘ah 

: Islamic code or law 

Shaytdn 

: Satan, Devil 

Shirk 

iS ji : Pol^dheism, paganism, associatmg 
deities with the Creator 

Shoora 

: A consultation body in the Islamic polity 

Siddeeq 

: Lit. the truthlul; A title given to the lirst 
caliph Abu Bakr for his loyalty and 
belief in the Prophet without any shade 
of doubt 

Soorah 

» jJ.: Chapter (of the Qur’an) 

Ta ‘jeel 

: Haste 

Ta ‘zeer 

jjyJ: Punishment 

Tabi ‘een 

: Sing. Tabi‘ee; The Pollowers, the second 
generation of the early Muslims, the one 
who didn’t see the Prophet and attained 
Deen fiom the Companion 

Tafseer 

: Interpretation, generally used for the 
inteipretation of the Qur’an 

Tdghoot 

: Lit. Exceeding limits of creatureliness; 
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Takbeer 

Tamattu' 


Tardweeh 

Tasbeeh 

Tawdf 

Tawheed 


Thigah 

Thughoor 

Tildwah 

‘Uboodiyah 

Umm walad 
Ummah 


Qur’anically the first stage of error is 
Fisq — disobeying Allah, 2*“^ stage is 
kujr — denying/rejecting God, last stage 
— not only rebelling against God but 
also imposing his will on others, this last 
stage is tdghoot, whoever is worshipped 
/ blindly foIlowed in opposition to the 
commands of AUah 

; Lit. Magnification; Saying Alldhu 
Akbar, i.e., Allab is All-Great 

^ : Type of Hajj where a pilgrim performs 
‘Umrah first and eomes out oilhrdm and 
puts on Ihrdm for Hajj on 8*^ of Dhu’l 
Hijjah 

: A prayer Qffered during Ramadan after 
‘Ishd ’ prayer 

: Lit. Glorifying; Saying Subhdn-Alldh 

oljK : Circumambulation (going round) of 
Ka‘bah 

juj -f : Lit. Unification; Islamically it is 

monotheism — believing that there is 
only one and alone diety: Allah 

: Trustworthy 
jjiS: Outposts 
i : Recitation 

AiSjf : Lit. Slavery; In Islamic terminology 
Servitude to Allah alone 

jJj ^l: A concubine who bore her master a child 

: Nation 



‘Umrah 

Uqiyah 

‘Ushoor 

Waba’ 

Wahi 

Wakeel 

Wali 

Waqf 

Wasq 

Wudoo’ 

Zakah 


Zakdt al-Fip' 


Zind 

Zuhd 
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tyS : Minor pilgrimage to Makkah perfonned 
anytime of the year 

4^1; A measure of silver equal to forty 
dirhams or 123 gms. of silver 

jjii : Sing. ‘Ushr; One tenth of the yield of 
land to be levied for public assistance, 
the tithes paid by merchants 

: An epidemic 
: Revelation 

J-Sj : Trustee, Disposer of affairs or Guardian 
: Protector, Supporter, Helper 

: Trust, an unaUenable endowment for a 
charitable purpose 

j-j : Pl. awsdq; A measure of volume equal to 
sixty sd ‘s 

9-; Ablution to attain ritual purity for prayer 
etc. 

slSj / : Lit. to grow, to purify/cleans; Islamically 

it is one of the five piUars of Islam, 
generally translated as alms and poor due, 
a wealth tax paid on certain forms of 
wealth: gold and silver, staple crops, 
livestock and trading goods, as regards its 
distribution Qur ’an 9:60 gives the details 

JaH] : An obUgatory charity to be paid by every 
beUever for himself and his dependants 
at the end of Ramadan and before ‘Eid 
prayer 

Uj : Eomication, illegal sex, adultery 

jukj: Asceticism 



